In view of the continued demand for bad; numbers 
of the “Englishman” containing accounts ut the great 
earthquake of the l&th of June, 1S97, it has been thought 
desirable to collect the various reports in the form of a 
volume, which will be a handy and permanent record of the 
greatest disaster of the kind that has visited India in 
historical times. The reports have been brought together 
in chronological order, so that it may be possible to "fol- 
low the various phases of the occurrence as they became 
known from day to day, A glance at the later reports will 
show that, instead of being exaggerated, as was suggested 
at one time, the appalling catastrophe far exceeded the earl- 
ier reports.. - According to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
950 persons were killed in the Cherrapunji Hills and tbo 
Sylhet District, while thedaraage done to property in Cal- 
cutta alone cannot be set down at less than a million sterling. 
The volume includes full reports of the disaster from all 
parts of Bengal and Assam, articles from the “Englishman,” 
letters from corespondents, telegrams, detailed accounts of 
the destruction of Shillong, and the great landslips in the 
Cherra HU Is, and official estimates of damage to property. 



THE EARTHQUAKE. 


GREAT DESTRUCTION OF HOUSE PROPERTY 
IN CALCUTTA 


(The Englishman, JUcndiy , June 14, 1897 ) 

It is impossible as yet to speak with accuracy of tho great 
earthquake which passed over tho entire breadth of Northern 
India on Saturday evening, but there can bo little doubt that 
it exceods in extent and intensity any other visitation of the 
bind in tho present generation. Prom our tolograms it ap- 
pears that the wave was felt in greator or less force in Mani- 
pur, Assam, Bengal, and Bombay, while some idea of tbo 
breadth of its path may bo gathered from the fact that on 
one side it touched Beliar and the Central Provmcos, and on 
tho othor places as far apart as Darjiling and Simla The 
reports would seom to show that tho force of tho seismic 
wave was as severely felt in Darjiling ns m Calcutta, and 
many incidents from the districts ore eloquent at onco of 
the violence of tho shock and the state of panic to which tho 
peoplo in many parts of tho country were reduced A corres- 
pondent at Kasha, in Tippora, telegraphs that the wave was 
severely felt over a range of moro than a hundred miles on 
the Assam-Bengal Railway, and that a train was over- turned 
at Shatachernagar while a mixed passenger train was 
" derailed and stuck” at Montollah An earthquake which 
destroys bridges and derails trains may well be dreaded m 
the crowded haunts of man, and the residents of Calcutta 
have reason to be thankful that tho City of Palacos did not 
collapso beforo it like a castle of cards 

No doubt, tho city has suffered severely— how severely wo 
shall not bo able to tell even approximately for somo time to 
corno Biit so violout and louq.contmued woro the undulations 
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of 11,0 ntd> iu lh» wonder is the great majority of lie .old 
structures which hare won Calcutta its anbntam 
name utaoug cities wore not shaken into ruins The lar^o 
proportion nf the houses hare sustained more or less serious 
damage, and many of onr public bnildmgs,snoh as the Car 
thedral and the Town Hall, are badly maimed Bat the sight 
of huge mountains of masonry like Government Houses, 
the Secretariat offices, and the High Court, rocking and 
rolling like ships at sea might well ho espected to be followed 
by wholesale collapse The atarming spectacle was cerlainly a 
good aod sufficient reason for the awe and dread which it in- 
Bpirfid On the whole, m view of the terriho nature of tho 
Visitation, the conduct of the population was remarkably firm 
xftd cool In some of tho native and mixed parts of the towD, 
where the crowding of ricketty houses constituted a special 
danger, there was something like momentary panic , and, of 
course, all over the town the people fled m all varieties and 
stages of undress from the immediate danger of cracking 
walls land trembling ratters Perhaps tho most remarkable 
sight was that of the heterogeneous groups in the middle of 
tho streets gazing up at tho shaking walls and casting awful 
glances at the ground as it rocked under their feet That 
tnany cried out in terror and agony of mind will be little 
cause for surprise, at least to those who have shared their 
startling experience of encompassing, irresistible danger and 
comploto physical helplessness 

Unhappily, visitations of tho kind aro not unknown m 
Calcutta There are many who will bo able to recall tho 
earthquake of December, 1888, and the still more pronounced 
ono of 14th Jnly, 1835 haulier of then shocks, however 
wm nearly so sovuro as that of Saturday, althongh they 
have left their lasting marks on the buildings of tho city 
It is carious to observo that many of the old rents nud 
fissure, cained by tho former earthquftko havo boon in no 
waj affccied by tho enormous strain of tho present waie 
On the front of what used to bo tho art section of the Im- 
peril Museum there is a great crack that have bocq known 



,( 3 ) 

io lialf tho people of Calcutta for year?, and tbe common 
yemark has been that the next shock would complete tho 
mischief. Yet, to-day, it is exactly in the condition it was in 
before tho earthquake, whereas at a distance of a few yards 
there is a new and formidable rend in the northern arch of 
the great solid entrance gateway of tbe Museum. Indeed, the 
freaks and eccentricities of the earthquake are as great as 
those of lightning. Still, it is evident, on tho whole, that tho 
new strong buildings in Calcutta have had the best of it, aud 
that disaster has o fallen most heavily on old, neglected or 
patcbed-up properly. However, tho exceptions are numerous. 
Mr. Ezra’s now verandah is gone ; and Dr. Feldslein’a house, 
which is one of the worst collapses, had been recently over- 
hauled, the heavy verandah being supported upon iron beams. 
At present, it is almost impossible to form anything like an 
accurate idea of the extent of tho damage dono in Calcutta. 
The Toport9 to bo complete would have to take note of almost 
every home. Aa they stand, the reports aro little more than- 
categories of houses and details of damage. It may bo said 
with perfect acouracy that tho earthquake left Calcutta en- 
veloped in fallen stucco and plaster, and this is by no means 
the simple thing it appears to those who are unacquaiutcd 
with our Eastern style of building The plaster that rained 
down from the shaking buildings all ' over the town was no 
trifle ; it fell in solid pieces, often several yards long, and 
weighing many cwts. Masses of this material, as hard as 
fitbne, hurtling through the air, constituted a distinct danger 
to life and limb. One of the pitiful aspects of the disaster is 
the Btate of homeless misery to which it has brought so many 
poor Europeans, Eurasians and Natives. In view of tho crying 
needs of this class, it may be worth considering whether the 
money which it is proposod to devote to a Jubilee dinner 
might not he disposed to better purpose in the relief of pre- 
sent suffering. Among the many who have been driven from 
their homes by the earthquake we most now include the sol- 
diers in Tort William who Lave boon sent under canvas until 
the safety of the barracks is assured. It is not, perhaps, a. 
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pleasant association of ideas, but it is probable that tbo visit- 
ation of Saturday will come to be known popularly as the 
Jubilee earthquake In point of extent and seventy, it Is on- 
titled to any titular distinction 

CALAMITY' 

COUNTING THE COST OF THE DISASTER 

(The Lttgltthman, Tuesday, June 15 1S97 ) 

It is now apparent that tho earthquake was even more 
widespread than was supposed Our later telegrams cover an 
area that roughly corresponds with the whole of Northern 
India The shock was severely felt at Kohimn, in Manipur, 
on the north east frontier, and slightly at Coconada, 
on tho East Coast Railway, in the Madras Presidency 
Along tho line of the Himalayas it seems to have been 
os Btrong as m the central plain of India, and at no 
pl&co does it appear to bavo been more severely felt 
than at Darjiling On the whole, there is a remarkable 
agreement in the reports from widely separated centres as to 
tho main features of tho earthquake, and this contrasts m a 
striking mannor with tho ngual experience m regard to 
natural phenomena It would be vain to look for absolute 
unanimity, ond already thoro are indications of the curious 
conflict of evidence with which wo are only too woll 
accustomed Correspondents have written te us, for in- 
stance, denying tho statement that tho shock was horaldod 
by a loud rumbling noiso but it may bo laid down as 
undomable that such a noise was heard It is not, perhaps, 
difficult to account for the fact that many did not hear tho 
rumbling, for it is always difficult to distinguish sounds which 
cono unexpectedly , ond many of those who ^oro indoors 
nllhetimo probably find not their attention called to the 
•1 ock until tho noiso had passed Ono of tho canons cir- 
coinstancos which have boon remarked u that persons riding 
nod driving at thetuno di I not observe anything nnnsnal 
nnt.l thoir atlont.on was attracted by tho sway,n~ buildings 
Tho notion of the ground was not Mint alj.ond to faros 
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individual sensations went Ibero might have boon no ea-th* 
quako at all Another point on which there has beon sorao 
diversity of etatomflnt 2 s thoslato of thoHnghli An imag- 
inative picture was drawn of a boro on the nvor, and of 
crowds of maojis saying puja on tlio banks Steamers 
tagged viciously at their moorings or lurched heavily against 
the Tatties No doubt the artist meant well, but tho scene 
which he conjured up was a pure figment The river was 
almost without a ripple, and thoso on hoard vessels were m 
complete ignorant!" of what was happening Indeed, tho 
safest place of refugo — or rather the only place of safety — on 
Saturday wa3 on board a vessel in tliB river. 

On the occasion of former eaitbquakos, we have seen 
reports of tho earth cracking and of water aud sand or mnd 
coming forth Doubt is generally thrown on anch atato- 
monts winch are often made loosely by persona whoaienofc 
trained observers On the present occasion we liavo been 
told of this happening m various pai ts of tho country, 
and if any doubt existed on the subject it must bo dis- 
pelled by tbe telegram from Manipur, which is thoroughly 
reliable m every particular Our correspondent slates 
that long cracks appeared m the ground, extending for 
hundreds of yards, wide enough to put ono'a hand into. 
These fissures ran from south east to north west, and this 
may be taken as an indication of tlie direction of tho wave 
From the Chittagong district a diamatic incident of a fear 
some nature is reported Tho local post office was swallowed 
Up bodily m tlio earth Happily, tbeio was no person m it 
at tho limo , but the occurronco reminds one of the most ter- 
rifying aspect of the great eaitbqnako of Lisbon of 1755 
On the whole, however, tho loss of life caused by the present 
carlhquako has been astonishingly small, considering tho 
severity of the shock and its duration. 4s far as can bo as 
certamed the casualties in Calcutta are confined to a fow na 
tivo houses, and do not exceed twelve, although it is thought 
not unlikoly that this number may yet bo increased when 
tho full reports aro received Had tho shod oecarxul at 



( 6 ) 

night, like tliat oE 18S8, there caD be doa tt that it would 
have been attended with great loss of life, but happening in 
the afternoon, people were able to leave their houses rapidly, 
before the danger bocame imminent 

Since tbe occurrence of tbe earthquake, the heavy ram 
that has fallen has considerably increased the danger from 
falling houses, to say nothing of adding to the discomfort of 
the many families which have been suddenly deprived of their 
homes It is do exaggeration to say that the disaster has 
reduced thousands of middle class l uropcaijs and Eurasians 
to a most pitiable plight The Natives, occupying one storey- 
ed bouses, have almost entirely escaped, aud the distress is 
practically confined to the middle class Eurasians, who 
ate unable to Gud boas e-room in auy part of the town It 
would be difficult to describe the miserable stale of theso 
poor people in loo strong terms, and it certainly seems as 
if a public duty rested with the leaders of the community 
to organise some form of relief. \\ e would suggest that, 
as a temporary measure, the Government of India offices* 
wlncn are standing empty, might bo nltilued for the purpose 
of housing the crowds who aie compelled to pass their nights 
aud days iu the opau air, exposed to the inclemency of a 
rainy season Thu Government might well give its consent 
to such a benevolent arrangement, which would cost nothing 
and which would relieve the misery aud suffering of the class 
with whom the eailhquako has dealt hardest of all Let ns 
remember that those people are themselves powerless to miti- 
gate the honors of their position 


THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE MOFFO SSIL 

(The E }gltshman, Wednesday, June 16, 18§7) 

The third day after the earthquake hruigt 
which shows clearly that the absolute damage done ln the 
mofusail is fully equal to that in Calcutta itself a „d its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and that its subsequent effects will 
TtolaU, bo lar mow severs], felt over a large number of oat- 
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■stations Ilian they are likely to bo in tins city Especially 
iu Eastern Bengal and m tbo north of Assnm tbo havoc 
appears to have been wholesale and universal In many 
places no pncca lionso wag loft standing and tlioir inhabitants 
were glad to tako refuge in thoir servants’ quarters Tins 
was notably the case at Jamalpur, at Dacca, and Murshida- 
bad, whence several fatalities are reported, together with 
a number of ham breadth escapes It is difficult to ostnnato 
the extent of the rain at Jamalpar, but when we remember 
that it is tbo great manufacturing dopot of the East Indian 
Railway, and that four workshops were either pnrttally or 
totally wrecked, it is evident that the damage will run away 
with a great deal of money boforo it is repaired 

Ibis station also appears to have been tbo scene of moro 
than one of those almost miraculous escapes which one reads 
about At Murshidabad, unfortunatoly, there were fatalities 
although so far the immunity from any such catastrophe of 
most of the affected districts is no less a matter for congrat- 
ulation than surprise Dr Price, C1V1I Surgeon of Mursbid- 
abad, has been rendered houseless, and the same fate has 
overtaken practically the whole of the chief officials at 
Krlshuagar From various other districts throughout Bengal 
accounts of a similar tenor flow in incessantly The 
Munsiff a Court house down, tbo Magistrate s house 
wrecked, and Magistrate and his assistant dnvon into 
tents, the Meteorological Office damaged, and olkor reports 
•all tell the same tale —it is the largest and most important 
buildings that have felt the shook most severely On the 
other hand, those who happened to bo travelling, on tbo 
Railway especially, experienced none of the most unpleasant 
and alarming phenomena, and unless their line of com 
mumcations was blocked, as was the case with most 
passengers from Darjiling and Assam, were able to go on 
to their journey a end in almost total unconciousness of 
the fact of the upheaval Where ignorance is bliss, we 
have always been told, it is folly to ha wise, and this 
may emphatically be affirmed of the Darjiling Himalayan 
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llailw'iy, which was assured on Saturday night by telegram 
that its lino was intact It was subsequently statod, however, 
that tho cart road at Subna was ‘ nvon with chasms ’* 
Tins may only bo an inflated way of 6aying that the road u 
covered with cracks, but if there is any accuracy m the 
statement the railway should ba looked to. Apropos of 
chasms several telegrams which we publish to day display 
remarkable unanimity in speaking of tho sand and water 
which were ejected from tho earthquake cracks One cor- 
respondent describes them picturesquely as mud volcanoes," 
and says that they spouted to a height of threo or four feot 

Another account makes them resemble miniature fountains, 

but in no case docs it appoar that tho temperatnre mud and 
water has been taken. 

Iron. Kal.ganj come, tho only instance !0 far, m which 
the shock wa, folk to any appreciable extent oo tho water 
Tt0 E,rers Stc * m Na "S* ll0 “ Company’, , learner, the Bengal, 
■xM moormg there on Saturday afternoon, when hor com- 
maudor noticed or.br.tion ,o severe and prolonged that 
several article, wore broken on board Tbe phenomenon 
cannot be accounted for on tbo .oppomlmn that tbe 
hock wa. common, cated to the reel from tbe shore f„, 

tl e ronoct goo, on to say that tbe river wo, in n ( ’ ! 

during tho time that tbe earthqnakc lasted Tb„ exponm" 

r,rat«7. od ‘ ol f u :, lo!aiiiboot,,er •»»"'<»> z 

know m terO'ting “* 

b ° anyone oleo e.m.f.rj 

, . ® ^ or wr °ngly many people have cot 

,nto them bead, that there are mere earl, quake, to f„lw 
and .reworking Ib.mmlvo, ,nto that ,tate of 1 V I 
agitation which m tbe met prominent feature of 
If another .bock doc, come the ,ccne, ofterror anY™' 
fns.on winch will bo enacted w> 11 ,nr|, am an „ 3 C0B ' 

jot been, eon. Wo have not taken STta, m"?® "“ t ^ 
whclker the cgrcg.on. Zadkml ha, prated l£, S ’ C "' am 
or not , b it we cannot ndm.re the ,t„ n ° <!c, ‘ rrm °° 
wbo^j eagerly .earch.ng for ,1 , ™ " S ‘ h " t: °f thorn 
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eagerly .earch.ng for bu fatjt * 


>n in order 
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tlrnt they why oithcr gratify an idlo curiosity, or fostof 
a vagno and superstitious drCad The disturbance has 
by tbo way offered a good tost of a more feliabld 
seismographic authority than Mr 2adkiel or any of hi3 
kind The earthquake was recorded on Saturday evening on 
the other side of the globe by the exquisitely sonsitivo machine 
Vrhich has been contrived by French ingenuity, and which 
ha?, it is stated, recorded seismic upheaval m tho Islo of 
Wight simultaneously with their actual occurrence in Japan 
Tho fact that ilio Jubilee carthqnako was cognisant to the 
savant? of Grenoblo before tho nows coaid bo flashed to Eu- 
rope by telegram is of far groator ifttcrost and importance 
than tho extravagances of Zadkiol II woald actually soom< 
however, as though some pcoplo wero willing to forget the 
whole of tho prophet’s absurd calondar on tho supposition 
that in this solitary instance ho has blundered upon a 
" straight” tip 


A CHAPTER OF horrors 

(The Hfighshmarif Thursday, June 17, 1897 ) 

Ono of tho results of the earthquake has beon an exton* 
Sivo interruption of telegraphic communication in various 
parts of tlio country For several days Assam has been al* 
most entirely cut eff from the outer world, and it has only 
beeu possible to ascertain how far the province has suffered in 
ft very partial manner Tho mero fact that no news was 
forthcoming from many of the most important centres had 
given nso to serious approhension, and now that news is at 
last to band, it is evident that the actual experience of the 
province far exceeds the worst anticipations A telegram 
from Shillong reports the aostraotioo of all the masonry 
buildings and the lamentable death of Mr McCabe, 0 S r 
Inspector General of Police Mr McCabe was one of the 
most distinguished officers of Government in this part of 
India, and his unrivalled Luowlodge of the primitive people 
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on tbo Iforlh East frontier bad gained for him a high 
reputation in geographical circles m Europe The Chief 
Commissioner, we are informed, deeply deplores his loss 
and the country at largo will mourn the man who has 
braved a thousand perils among savage tribes and has now 
fallen a victim to the earthquake No other deaths of 
Europeans are reported from Shillong, but Mr Cotton, tho 
Chief Commissioner, with Mrs Cotton, are reported to bavo 
had a narrow escape Many doatlis are said to have taken 
place in the Secretariat Press, tho military lines, and the 
bazar, and ladies and children here, as in so many places, 
have suffered greatly amid the horrors of Saturday’s disaster. 

One of the added miseries of the crisis everywhere has 
been the cruel suspense of those who had relatives and 
friends in distant places, and who were unable to ascertain 
tbeir fate At the headquarters of the Assam Government, 
olio, postal and telegraphic communication was interrupted, 

and terrible must have been the anxiety of the many families, 
> " h ; SU'lloog M to tho welfare o! lMbtIia , 
and fathers m the plain, Hoppny, fa, as oar informa- 
tion yet extends, the tote of cnoltie, „ smalL Jm Z 

, ' °°° re “ a ’ ll " '" cord »' ‘he disaster, tt become, on 
increasing jnatter of surprise that „ hal oat been aX 
compacted by , east socr.Eco of human life So far tbo ™ , 
serions catastrophe is reported from fJonln- , ’ fc 

Traic destroyed tbo barer, and Z w T' r” “ " “ 
At Torpor, Mungaldyo. Goolm ™ t bM ” 

other plocoo tbo destroction of propertyljaa'b a ”d 

and ot most of those centre, pBCCS 
sbobeo to piece, or le, cited wsth , ll8 J a ™ btc » 
•»“ ■">*"“ kero been lolled, ood at Gonhat, tl e 1 “ bri 

spent the night on tho mil ,le amC r The , “tlropeans 

short, lias been dero, toted, o„d ILe loss of C ° Mlr J' >» 

cnlablo TTo con only bo tlranlsfal Ihot no havT ^ “ ’"' al 

ramo time to lament the loss of a Jarc-enr^ * ° ot at t!ie 

T, at widespread rape- 

catastrophe • ‘” c '“ ai,e - baiai '-*Akrt; 0 7r h : 
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comparatively slight m relation to the havoo that has 
been wrought ovor ench an area The reason of this would 
appear to he two-fold The preliminary tremors gave the 
people warning, and the disaster happening in daylight 
made escape more easy. To those who lemember tho 
earthquake of 188**, it mast he evident that had the 
present calamity occarred at night the death list would 
hare been of very different dimensions. On the former 
occasion, tbo people at Howrah and elsewhere were com- 
pletely panto stricken, and seemed to 1 ooso tho last act of 
self-preservation They gathered in large crowds in the streets 
after the danger was over, and nothing could induce them to 
return to their houses for tho night On tho whole, the con- 
duct of tho people on the present occasion offers a striking 
contrast to tho experience of 1SSS, and to that of the Euro- 
pean count nos which have been visited by earthquake in re- 
cent years Nothing was witnessed in any party of tho country, 
like tho absolute demoralisation that seizes upon the towns 
and villages m Italj or Grooco during such a visitation 

Itistooeaily to deal with tho scientific aspects of tho 
disaster, hut many interesting circumstances havo already 
boon noticed Nothing, perhaps, is moro distinctive of the 
pro«cnt carthqnako than tho orient to which tho earth 
has bocn riven into fissures At Pnrucah, whore the wavo 
was felt with great force, cracks were seen over a milo 
long, and extending from north to south. Tho hanks 
of Uio Teeata opened out m many places from an inch 
to a foot in width About fifty feet away from tho river 
nn opening extends from tho river landwards for 
ovor 150 yards. It is threo inches wido, and out of it 
water and sand were ojccted somo threo feet high At 
Ganliali and Dhubn the roads arc fissured for miles, and 
at the former placo the railway has “ disappeared ” Half a 
mile north of tho Purnoah railway station tho ground 
opened out about six inches wide, rnnrmg east and west for 
about a quarter of a mile m length, ard water was ejected 
into tho air from tho crack. Prom eo many places does 
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the report of these fissures come that there can to ™ 
doubt that they are a salient featuro of the (toaster, an i 
vs equally certain, from the concurrence of tostimony that in 
many instances water issued from tho cracks. It is so coin 
■pionly supposed that earthquake “ fountains’ r aro a popular 
delusion that the fad is more tliau merely curious But there 
are many aspects of the earthquake to ho considered whou wo 
have received material for a comprehensive surrey of tho 
calamity For the present it must ho regarded from the 
strictly human point of view, ns a cataontons vmtn‘ic>n, 
dealing death and destruction and bringing in its train wide* 
mead miser; and lamentation 

EARTHQUAKE COMPARISONS IN BENGAL 

(Ffte Englishman, Frida), June 18, 1897) 

A reference to our files of ft down years Ago will cause 
most people to wonder what nn Allahabad paper meant the 
other day by announcing that if tbero was any torm of 
Nature’s violence from which one might haic cvpecteA 
Calcutta to he safo it would he an earthquake “ Furious 
cyclones,” added our contemporary, “ disastrous storm waves, 
inundations carrying off tens and hundreds of thousands of 
human beings, the city of tho Gangetic Dolta knows too woll» 
hut it has been left for this present year of general gloom 
and misfortune to show that eho is also liable to suffer from 
earthquake " As a matter of fact, Calcutta has been fro* 
qnently visited by earthquakes Tha most recent visitation 
of od; great importance was in 1885 Tho earliest disaster 
of the kind of which, thcro is any record mj in 1737 
And so far from earthquakes being ona of the natural shocks 
from which Calcutta might ha expected to he free the his- 
tory of past disturbances seems to show that Lowor Bengal 
is peculiarly subject to seismic shocks, and . that Jju« r uvnvuu»» 
has been visited over and ever by earthquakes of varying 
seventy, while Northern and 'Western India have escaped 
without a tremor. These remarks are attested by the fact 
that the earthquake of 18S5 was felt over almost exactly the 
fame area as that of Saturday last, while that of half a ecu- 
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tury ago, to which Mr Bysach in anotho- column rcfer3, 
eeems also to have been local m il9 character The Gdolity 
with which the earthquaho ot 1897 has followed the track 
of its predecessor is certainly remarkable 

On the first day after the «hock of 1885, which took place 
on Tuesday, July 13, telegrams were recei\ ed in the English- 
man office from Serajganj, Purneu, Dujiling, Ban«al, Sih- 
guri, Dnrbhauga, Jalpaiguri, Syihet and Mymenimgh fho 
nest day messages were received from Birbhnm, Salubganj, 
Poruha, Monghyt, Qindih, Catch Behai and Nnwadih The 
ehock on that occasion, as has already been said, did uot last 
nearly so long as Satnrtlay'fl It was felt for about a minute. 
But it is noticeable that then as now the correspondents who 
wrote to the papers on the subject agreed in describing it as 
the severest visitation of its kind dnriug the present century 
The narrative of one correspondent that morning — the dis- 
turbance took, placo between a quarter and half past six m 
Calcutta — might bo applied without any change whatever to 
the events of Saturday. He says *• On looking out of doors 
I found that my neighbours had collected in their compound, 
and were gazing with palo and fear stricken faces up at tho 
honse, evidently expecting it to fall to pieces The children 
had been snatched out of bed, and they were all more 
or leas, men, women and children, scantily dressed. 
The crows wore vociferating loudly and flying about m 
a state of alarm, evidently impressed with the unusual 
nature of the occurrence " Other accounts given at that timo 
have a wonderfully familiar nng, fronting ns they do of mas- 
bivo buildings swaying like ships m a storm, of undulations 
passing over the ground, of collapso of walls and furniture, 
end of universal exodus and alarm. Practically the only 
points on which they differ are that the shocks only lasted 
about one-6fih of the time occupied by the latest disturbance, 
and that no lives wore lost The experiences of the districts 
•were very much what thoy were on Saturday, excepting m> 
^ serionsnoss of result* There was a very much loss formidable 
earthquake at/tlie end of December, 18S3, which was also practi- 
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cally conterminous with Iho boundaries of Lower Bengal, and 
which declared itself most emphatically at nearly everyone 
of the stations we have mentioned above as aSected in 18S5 
It is absurd to suggest that the seismic experience of Calcutta 
dates from last week On thb contrary, the fact that there 
have been three shocks over the same area witlnn the last 
dozen years is highly significant and calls for enquiry into 
the causes which have rendered the lower portion of the 
Gangetio basin so liable to those attacks, while the rest of 
India remains unscathed • 

Tho day after the 18Sa shock a correspondent learned in 
the=o matters wiote to us pointing out toat “ the pressnie of 
the atmosphere on the earth’s ernst is about ISlbs to tho 
square inch," and that »■ either an increase or decrease of 
this pressure m ,11 affect materially the contents, gaseous and 
liquid, of the cavities » th- earth’s crust ” Our correspond- 
ent went on to show that violent explosions in mines wero 
E0net«Uy preceded b, a saddea fall w barometer, „ nd 
were probab), duo to the outrosh ol choke damp upon tl,o 
ntraospborio pro, rare be, 05 lessened •• If," he continued 'a 
loitemog of atmoepkonc prestare prod.ee, tb. effect, noted 
in tlio cuie of mine,, it require, no stretch of imor-inatinn In 
hcli.ro that similar effect, fa, produced m tll0 " “ ° 

tbe earth s emit." Dpon ,L U bans oar JjLT^l 
argued that ire might naturally mpect to find from i ho 
cord, of the meteorological office that th. earth, uaVo „„ p rc .' 
ceded bp a fall in barometer oror the centre of t! 0 
disturbance A, a matter of fact, Louorer, there ira, „ 0 J or , ° 
t,on from the normal ,n tho liirometrie condition, I,™ , 
nt that time orer Bengal Oar corrcipondent ,h "' S 
compelled to loot for 1 „ centre of d.Aurbance " L ? "*' 
limit, of tho area prendod over bp tho Ucteorolo , , 
porter to Bengal '* Bo regret that up t. lIl0 “ ' lo - 

eonlro bos not boon ducororcd, but it mil 1,. , I ’ re ' c " t tho 
‘iho theory is nn ing tuioua one, and hai’ull tbat 

sc, out, So logic about ,t B 0 noticed the oil, or * r "“' lr 7 "f 
^cartbqnab, ot Urn 12th oppearej lo hm p J" tho 
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of Ihese tulal disturbances winch so frequently accompany of 
follow seismic shocks We may remark that the slight 
earthquake of 1888 was synchronous with a tidal bore 
on tho Hughli It is now abundantly apparonfc that 
the shock of 1897 has not been lacking m this character- 
istic feature At Goalparn a tidal wave is said to have 
destroyed tho bazar and swept away sixty people Jorhafc 
Lake was agitated, and at Dibrugarh tidal waves wera 
driven across the current of the nuddoe In the meantime 
the full text of tjio Thief Commissioner 4 telegram throws 
a lurid light on the horrors of the catastrophe in and round 
Shillong Tho survivors can still feel tho agitations of the 
earth’s snrfoce, as they seek precarious shelter near tho 
rums of their houses, and the pitiless mon soon pours its 
opening deluge upon delicate women and children There 
has been enormous destruction of food supplios, and there- 
fore there will be scarcity in the near future hi" Cotton 
a*hs for special assutanoo for Sylhef, * which in my pre- 
sent condition, I cannot supply” Tho blow must indeed 
have been a crushing one, to have forced the ruler of a 
Province to this admission 

THE " EARTHQUAKE OT 1737 AND CERTAIN 
OTHER MATTERS 

( The Englishman, Friday, Julj 2) 

A correspondent of tho Englishman of Juno 29 repro- 
duces (as he thinks) tho canons account of " the appalling 
cy clone and earthquake which almost desolated Calcutta 
exactly oi © hundred and sixty years a^o,” which appeared 
m the G (lineman's Magazine of 1738 To tl is account ho 
npj ends, by way of illustration, an extract from a publication 
of his own Thc»o two passa a es taken together form a 
remarkable example of tho growth of earthquake stories, a 3 
well ns of the vitality of the prevalent mistakes respecting 
oirly AVI Ilth contury Calcutta h story In the first place, as* 
to the carthquako (if tbore was an oarthquake) , then as to 
the church steeple which is said to have been so tra a ically 
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engulfed , then of the clmrcli ilwlf which the SreomaioM afE 
supposed to have dedicated to St John. 

The narrative which appeared in your columns m 
parontly taken from “ Asiaticua,” who had before him what 
he no doubt supposed to be a correct extract from the Genii e 
man’s Magazine* volume VIII page 321, and in it he read this 
extraordinary statement which ho inserted in his historical 
sketch [published circa 1803 J in good faith *' The high 
magnificent stcople of the English Church sauL into tb$ 
ground without breaking " The actual narration in tkfl 
Gentleman’s Magazine contains no allusion to the church 
steeplo I It is SO curious, however, that it is well worth rcpro» 
dneing in full The dale of the catastrophe is given usually fls 
midnight between October 1 1 and 12 a reckoning probably 
arrived *t hy translating the * old ’ into tho “new" style 

“ On September 30lh last happened a furious hurricane 
in tho Bay of Bengal attended with a very heavy Jam which 
iai«ell5 inches of water in five boars, nnd a violent earth- 
quake which threw down abundance of housos, and as tho 
storm reached CO leagues up tho river, it is computed that 
20,000 ships, harks, sloops, boats, canoos, etc , have been cast 
away A prodigious quantity of cattle of all sorts, a great 
many tigers and Rovornl rhinoceroses wore drowned, oven a 
great many caymans wero stifled by tho furious agitation of 
tho wators and an innumerable quantity of birds was boat 
down into the river by tho storm Two 1 ngluh ships of 500 
tons were thrown into a village about 200 fathoms from tho 
b d of tho river Ganges, broko to pieces, and nil tho pfeoplo 
drowned pill m^ll among tho mliabitnnls nnd cattlo Harks of 
CO tons wero blown two longues up tho land over tho fops of 
high tici* Tho water rose m all 10 fcit lusher (hun usual 
Tha 1 n„hih ships which droio ftshoro and broke to pieces 
were the Ucckcr, Devonshire nnd ^ewcustfc, and tho Polhani 
w missing A I finch ship WHS drove on iht re and bulged 
„ after th.. mod and wakrs alalul thi> opined th« hatches 

• n I look out m.nl I ilo, ol mini, „ 0« t , „ lc _ bul „ J0 mnn 
II, . hold l„ II„. W „„U U , ]J tc „ cJ 
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» I 

wording, nor by calling him could they get any reply, on 
•which they sent down another but heard nothing of him, 
which very much added to their fear, so that for some timo 
no one would venture down At length oue more hardy than 
the rest went down and became silent and inactive as the 
two former to the astonishment of all They then agreed by 
lights to loot, down into the hold which had a great quantity 
of water in it, and to their great surprise they saw a hugo 
ahgator staring as expecting more prey It had como m 
tbrongh a hole id the ship s side and it was with difficulty 
they killed it, when they found the three men m the creature’s 
belly ” 

After giving what ho supposed to a transcript of this 
original passage — -whoever procured it for him, partly con- 
densed and partly oxtended it at his own fancy~“Asiaticus’‘ 
adds m a note to the namo of Mr Charles "Wustou — 

“ Mr Charles Weston, tho son of the Recorder of the 
Mayor's Court, was born in Calcutta m 1731, m a house then 
opposite to where tho Tirotta Bazar now stands. Ho recol- 
lects the gre^t storm and inundation of 1737, os it compelled 
lna family to quit tlioir house The steeple of tho church 
ho states to have fallen prostrate, a more probable position 
to base foil in than that stated in the Gentleman's Magazine ” 
The Magazine, however, as wo have seen, made no 6nch 
statement as ho supposed , still it is quite plain that the 
I etoLplo was blown down and'did not go to pieces in the fall. 
* Wo may conjecturo that it was a timber structure sheathed 
U copper or lead The delnge of mnd and wreckage washed 
over the settlement by tho feet tide may hav^ partly con- 
cealed the prostrate spire, and so havo given origin to tho 
tradition that it sank into tho ground This legend may in 
turn have given rise to that of an earthquake having ac- 
companied tho cyclono. Tbo oldest accounts say nothing of 
an earthquake 

Tho oarhost account of this famous catastrophe is found 
in tho ** Consultations of the Tort William Council,” and 
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there wa only road iS follows — “ On the 3CIJ 1 September 
there wai a great storm which drove several s^ips as ore 
The Mabanna flagstaff at Balasore was blown do" 11 

This is all no m»ntion of the 200 reined l lOU8C5 10 C&1 
cutis, nor of the 20,000 river craft said to have been lost, no 
of the 300,000 native souls, the records of who* 1 ® 13 an 
other of the pieces of information which “Asiati(? us i™ 8 ^ 8 ® 
to have bean preserved in the Gentleman's JljoS astne ^ 6 
story of the cyclone of 1737 affords, in fact, a curious cram 
pie of rapid enrichment, by its narrators, of a popular legen 
"W e are provoked to discredit even the 40 feet tide, necessary 
as it is to save some Original troth in the story en ' 

gulfment of the steeple 

Tho spiro was cortamly blown off, and tho tpwer on which 
it s'lDohhah, mosVtikehy, tohetahon hown to ^ 

church roof 

Now as to the church itself The acconn 1 gi*en in the 
letter rocontly published says, among other matters not m 
dispute, that (1) it was built in 173 G, (2) tb® Freemasons 
chiefly contributed towards its erection, and was & t their 
suggestion designated St John’s Church , (3) lt * C«t chap- 
lam 11 was probably tho Revd Samuel BrerctoPi who may be 
mentioned as tho earliest chaplain in Calcu^ 8 83 his nimo 
Occurs rn tho records as far back as 1709 ’ , [4) when death 
vacated the chaplaincy, a civilian received It 3 GOO a year 
for performing dmne service on Sundays 'With regard 
to No 1 Tho church was finished probably lD 1703 and 
was consecrated on Sunday, Juno 5, 1709 A* forlio J 
There appears to bo no oridonco especially <50nnocling tho 
Freemasons with its erection and it was dedicated to Sfc. 
Anno, not to St John, a loyal compliment bomg doubt- 
less thus intended to tho rcigmng sorerei^ 0 In l<tiO a 
chapel was built withm the old fori, and was dedicated 
to SI John [probably tho Baptist], and seeing that tho Pro- 
vincial Grand bodge of Freemasons of Bengal had boon re- 
vised tho previous year and that threo or foaf of Us chief 
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officers were connected with the building project, it is quit* 
likely that the fraternity did subscribe liberally and provide 
the lnangnral ceremonies of the Chapel Regarding No 3 * 
Chaplain Beojamin Adams was tho chief promoter of the 
building of the first Presidency Church at Calcutta, and Ins 
successor, Chaplain William Anderson, oBiciated at the 
dedication There never was a Chaplain Brerelon in 
Calcutta Tho name is probably m error for Samuel 
Bnercliffe, who arnvod m 1713 and died m 1717 No 4 ap- 
proaches closest to accuracy of these several statements It 
is based no doubt on what Captain Hamilton says about 
young merchants in the vacancies of the chaplaincy receiv- 
ing £50 a year (a chaplain’s statutory salary) for reading 
prayers and sermons on Sandays, bat this allowance has not 
boon traced as having been actually paid to anyono It 
qmto possible that Captain Hamilton s statement (in itself 
quite a likely ono, howevor)arojo out of tbis solitary fact thaE 
when Chaplain Anderson died in 1711 Mr James Williamson, 
n member of Council and Jemadar of settlement, read prayers 
and a sermon in St Anne’s every Sunday for some months at 
least. He did not put on a surplice, but for decorum's sako 
—the prevailing dress of the Queen Anne period being some- 
what gay— he provided himself with a suit of black clothes, 
for the sole purpose of the church duty On account of this 
expenditure the Council voted fum a gratuity of Rs 100 — 
II B H 


THE EARTHQUAKE OF 1762 
{The Englishman, Thursday, July 15 ) 

A scientific report on the late earthquake is m prooesa of 
preparation by tho Indian Geological Department, ami no 
doubt will comprise comparative observations on other re- 
corded earthquakes affecting about the same regions And 
ne Touturo to UnuL that so far as Calcutta ts concerned tho > 
shocks of 1897 will be found to have been by far tho serereaS 
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fctei recorded Setting aside the alleged earthquake of 
12th October, 1737 (new style), it is, perhaps, correct to state 
that the earliest of such earthquakes, of which ire have any 
thing like a (scientific narrative, is ono which occnrrod on tke 
2nd of April, 17t)5i and which violently convulsed what wero 
then called the kingdoms of Bengal, Aracan and Pegu, and by 
which 60 square miles of sea coast aro said to have been p er * 
danently submerged At that time Calcutta bad tho good 
fortune to possess as its junior chaplain a Fellow of tho 
Royal Society, the Kov "William Hirst, II Ar. He had hut just 
arrived in the settlement, and apparently gono to officiate at 
Chandernagoro and at Ghirotty, three miles south of that 
station, where Colonel EyreCoote’s forces were in cantonment 
In Chandernagcre the shock was fell, though !5r Hirst w 
his communication to the Royal Society on the subject says 
that he was himself insensible of it He went immediately 
to Ghirotty and there learned that the waters of the 
river and the tanks of that place had been so violently agitated 
that in many places they 11 rose to more than six feet perpend- 
icular height, of which* — he adds, “ I had ocular conviction 
myself" Almost simultaneously the shock was felt m Cal- 
cutta, where it was ascertained that 41 the agitation of the 
wastoTB in thB tanks rose upwards of six foot, and was in tho 
direction north and south " He adds that ** tho height of 
the thermometer on Fakrenhci-'s scale was then at Calcutta at 
05°30— -much higher than it had been observed to be during 
the whole month, the lowest descent of the mercury being 89 
degrees Ja this month was mucb thunder and lightniDg and 
there wore fresh gales of wind at S E , the weather in general 
being close and sultry " Hirst learnt that the most violen 
action of the earthquake was experienced 44 at the metropolis 
of ATaean,” where as was reported by an English merchant 
resident there, “ the effects have been as fatal as at Lisbon ” 
At Races, in Bengal, the consequences were also terrible 

“ Tho r '*« of ll > e ’™ lorJ m ft » »"> ™ 80 very sudden and 
L0l.nl Hat .otno hundreds of large country boat! „ CT o dmen 
* or toil, and great number, of l„e, lost th eIn 
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*At Chittagong also tho effect* «tro deplorable. 
Sir Veretst, Cintf of tho I7» I. Cornj any’* afair* at that 
limo at Islamabad, appear* to bare obtained a special 
report thence, a* tho Compaty bad tnnch propfrtj in 
Ibo district The report was written in I’crmn, ami of this 
Hr Hirst tent a translation homo together with an inih pend- 
ent narrative by ono at the 1 nglnh ofCcmls One j radical 
result of tbo invest lotion* was that the assessment of th« 
Company's estate* in tho Chittagong district had to bo rc» 
dneed At Chitjagong, according to the narrativo of Mr. 
Edward GttUlon, tho young olhcial hefoTO mentioned, tho 
earthquake wa* felt precisely at Gro o'clock in the afternoon 
and Ksied nboat four minute*. Ao fe«s tbftn eleven shocks 
were recorded that night and the ncit niort ing. The second 
rmt fl l 5*12, and lasted ouo minute Tho rc»t wero al ’> C, 
7 0, 10*0 , and on Apnl *lrd at 1, 2, *1, 5, 10 S'} ard 10 rt 0 
A u After tlie*o another was crjv’rn.ncid between mr 
and res on that evening, while ” Harriet's Hill* was thonght 
by cveryono to be •* m perpetual motion” Mr GnMou 
describes tho excitement whu.li prevailed tn tho scltUraent 
during tho ensuing week In the primary convulsion the 
Chittarong factory, a brick building, was so damaged as 
to bo not safoly hnbitablo , ‘ thereabout* and in many other 
places tho earth oj mid, and tho waters gn*bnl out j roiligi* 
ously , and m tho chai<e road, especially towards tho north 
quarter, there aro great chasms two fu.t wi lo and upwards ” 
At tho timo of tho first shal ing al*o great oxplosions wero 
heard hho the noi«o of cannon* to the numb r oT fifteen " >U 
tho tanks overflowed thoir banks, fish were cast up, and tho 
riser rushed upon tho shore like the ?ut£ <j( tho ' "I 
would not,” conclude Mr G iMou, " tint such a shock as 
tho first should haj pin at Calcutta for all I am ssodh, suicoof 
nece^ty the terrassul honsos must fall Jo ruin * 

Tho nntivo account says that tho carthquako began nt 
Chittagong with a gcntlo motion which * mennsod to ro 
aioluit a di 0 reo, fur about two minnlts, that tho trees, htfft 
and. houses shook so severely that it was with difhculty tuiuy 
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distinct shocks Willi “ up ana down” motion arc recorded, 
from that date until Hovember II, 1812, the whole Delta 
seemi to hare been in perfect quiescence In a long and learned 
memoir on Indian earthquakes by Lieutenant R Baird Smith, 
read by him before the Bengal Asiatic Society in the follow- 
ing year, it is stated that the great shock of 184 1 occurred at 
0 38 r*t and seoms to hare been felt almost simultaneously 
at Darjiling on the uoith, at Chittagong (where several 
shocks had occurred ia previous mouths o! the year) on the 
east, and at Monghyr on the wosfc, where it Was severe 

Monghyr u supposed to have especially frequent visita- 
tions of this sort, the hot spring of Silacund being, perhaps, 
indto itivo of this susceptibility. The shock was also experi- 
enced with some violence on board the ship Agmcour^ when 
about fifty miles S E of the floating light. Tina shjp, ac- 
cording to the newspapers of the time, was then just com- 
pleting a voyago of 50 days out from England—a truly 
remarkable achievement By comparing times aud 
directions, Lieutenant Baird Smith came to the conclusion 
that the shocks felt in this region originated within the 
Gauge tic Delta, and wore not communicated from any other 
tract further, that the focus of tho seismic force lay at 
some littlo distance northeast of Calcutta At Darjtliu"’ 
the shock was fait apparently simultaneously wuh Calcutta , 
hero a small amount of damago was done Tho plaster fell 
from the walls of " Caroline Villa** and “ Mount PJon 
ant ” At G mhati, in Assam, it was felt slightly , at 
Chittagong, severely, at Barwal the heating* of tho 
ground was accompanied by “a rambling noise similar 
to that of heavy orduanco passing ovor the ground ” 
At a place, not namod, 53 miles east of Calcutta, a shock was 
felt on tho following morning at 5 o’clock Hero the dogs 
began howling and there was heard & loud Tumbling “ as of 
carnages going over a drawbridge” Houses rocked , doors 
- wcr0 flon 8 ojwn , walls cracked and much plaster was thrown 
«lo*n At Acra, about six miles below Calcutta, tho shock 
wu very severe , it was probably simultaneous with that 
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at Calcutta A house tbcro was rent m twenty tliffnerl 
places , the doors rattled violently , mortar came 
flying down everywhere in handfuls. Thcro wore four shocks 
obicrved, three Brit in quick succession, and ono about n 
quartor of an hour later , “ empty bottles wore broken at tho 
mill, and tho pigs and fowls, ducks, goose, dogs, and horses 
made a most hideous noiso " At Howrah tho prmciptl oscil- 
lation u reported as “ violont in Hid extremo." Tho FrunJ 
of Mm of November 17 , 1312 , thus describes tho sonsntion 
of tho convulsion *nt Scrampar "A vvj sovero shock of 
carthqaako was cxp*ricncod yoilcrday evening It was ac- 
companied by a noise which at first resembled sono * mighty 
rnshing iTjud,’ and then Iho Jond rattling of carnage# oior a 
etony stroot Tho shock camo from Iho eastward , tho clockl 
of wind tho pendulum vibmtod from north to south, weto 
sfoppod, while Ihoio which stood oast and west continued 
,(wiug So violent a shock has not been ciponenced m this 
mrt of the country tor tho last tsventy-fivo years Tin ro 
was an unpleasant iltllnois in tho mr, previously to this 
occurrence , but tho wind ro30 strongly from tho eastward 
almost immediately after ” 

In Calcutta tho Asiatic Society was meeting at tho tirao of 
this earthquake, and tho president rondo this note in tho m « 
nates “ Tho proceedings of tho aocioly wero interrupted by 
two or threo slight vortical shakos or hca\os of tho earth with 
a uoiso like tho rumbling of a passing carriapo, and ono strong 
horizontal shake from oast to '■ost or from N L toS W. 
Iho whole took place within about a minute of limo " It 
may ho boro romarkod by way of contrast that in tho Into 
earthqoako which appoars so far as ousting ovidenco goes, to 
have noon by far tbe most violont that ovor \mtcd Calcutta 
tho Asiatic Socety’a liouso was not merely slmkon, bat ladly 
rivon in every direction, several of tho picturos bomg proci- 
pitatod from tho walls During the eamo romuto of agitation 
thd morcury in a barometer on tho 2nd floor of St Xavier’* 
College in Chowringht was observed to rue and fall ro . 
poatedly to an extent of eovon or oight loaths of an 
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inch The water in a neighbouring tank of about <500 
yards by 70 m area rose tu considerable waves, while the 
river at the Botanic Gardens, where it is narrowest, below 
Cilcutta, was visibly agitated From a ship lying in the port 
a most extraordinary phenomenon w ns reported A strange 
luminous appearance was observed extending from Chandpal 
Ghat north westward for some distance Tho moon at the 
lime was don»oly obscured This mysterious brightness is 
said to have closed m around tho ship and immediately on 
this embrace “ a general and severe tremor vos felt thronf’h- 
ont, as if a taut chain cablo was grinding under the keel, or 
a snddon squall had struck the ship ” None of the earth- 
quakes within the Ga-getic Delta recorded up to 1842 wero 
nccordmg to Lieutenant Baird Smith, accompanied by fissures 
opening in tho o*rth— save that of 1737 (if it ever occurred), 
in which, as a late t-adilion would have it, the steeple of tho 
Calcutta chnrcb was swallowed up intact 

DESTRUCTION OF HOUSE PROPERTY 
IN CALCUTTA 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DAMAGED 


SERIOUS LOSS OF LIFE 

Odo of tho most alarming and destructive earthquakes oE 
modern times swept over Northern India, from Man.pnr to 
Bombay, on Saturday evening about five o’clock Calcutta 
felt tho full forco of the shock, and has suffered incalculably 
Tho weather at tho time was close and sultry, and sl^ht 
monsoonish showers had fallon during the day, but there ° 
nothing to warn tho city of the coming visitation As is usual 
the first indications of tho phenomenon wore slight and 
for tho most part mistaken for some local d.stnrbaneo dleT 
°r,Wj ™,.,. Doors crooked, timber, groaned, and tliern 
jvaia ibgbt v.brat.on of Door and wall, „],, cll 
ascribed to tlio pairing of heavy carts rn the street B a t 7 
foiv second,, those symptoms wore accentuated beyond nil Z “ 
nihility of doubt and tbosa who had had any provmasM.' 
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penence of the kind were not slow to rccogmso tho nature of 
the visitation Tho earth wave, which passed from cast to 
west, grew rapidly more decided, until tho whole town was 
swaying and rocking in a manner that threatened in a few 
rcunutc3 to reduce the City of Palaces to a city of ruius It 
is safe to say that few buildings in Calcutta have entirely 
escaped the force of the wave while the groat majority have 
suffered very considerably From a birds eye view of too 
town, it presented the appearance of having been bombarded. 


GENERAL SURVEY 

Most of the official buildings woro not much nffcclod, but 
at least one bouse on tho Esplanade, Moore A Co , was wreck- 
ed, another in Dharrumtollah, tho residence of Dr Foldslem 
was in an oven worse condition, several houses in Bentinch 
Street had collapsed, all along Chownnghi the track of des- 
truction was traceablo The spire of the Cathedral was truu 
catod, the spires of St James’s iu Circular Road and of tho 
Fieo Oliurch of Scotland in Wollesley Stroot wore partly down, 
and out in Ballyganj three residences in tho Store Road woro 
in rums The Foreign Office shows on ugly fissure between 
the largo verandah, facing south, and tho house, aud, over 
the way, the National Bank has boon shorn of a projecting 
qatb room, the brick-work falling in towards thoDelhi Bank. 
Back from tho line of Chownnghi, motters were oven worse 
Camao Street and Russell Street had suffered 60 vorely The 
boarding bouso. No 11, Middleton Row, was m so had a state 
that tho inhabitants had to move at once, and proceeded m a 
body, it is said, to the Grand Hotel The sight from any of tho 
all buildings facing Chownnghi must have boon extraordm 
ary The Oditcrlony Monument is described as Bwaying visib- 
ly, and great wonder is expressed that it did not topplo over 
The outlines of tho city wore seen to waver and undulate, and 
tho effect was heightened by the occasional crash of mortar 
and masonry After the alarm had passed, peoplo wero able 
to reeall with amusoment the rush of half clad figuros from 
tho tottering houses. Tho shook occurred just as people, m 
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the ordinary coarse, were preparing for their evouing dr ire, 
nnd it caught them in various states of preparedness There 
■was no time to do more than snatch up any odd garment that 
came handy, and it may he doubted whether snch an uncon 
ventional assemblage was ever 6eon on tho line of Ohownnghi 
One of the signs of the rongh usage to which the town had 
been subjected was the frequent deposit of delnt m the 
6treel9, where cornices balustrades, or verandahs had given 
way Indeed, in some parts, a glance at the foot paths world 
have readily confirmed the impression that the city had been 
shelled, and it is unpleasant to think what tho result would 
havo been had the shock continued a few minutes longer 
On the wholo, the largo new bmldmgs stood the test well, 
nnd many of tho massive residences in tho oldor parts of tho 
town suffered little, but a prolongation of the wav o might 
have led to most disastrous results 

One of the newest structures in the town, the Standard 
Insurance Office, in Dalhousie Squaro, is said by those oc- 
cnppng tho lugh quartern at the top to havo felt tho shock 
severoly Tho oscillation at that height was violent, bat no 
harm was done to the building As showing tho limitation 
of tho wave it may be observed that at Tollyganj tho shock 
was hardly perceived Some of those who bad gone ont ear- 
Iv to tho Tollyganj Recreation Clnb actually knew nothing 
of the earthquake till they returned to Calcutta All through 
tho evening till darkness made sightseeing impossible, crowds 
perambulated the town, and a string of carnages mado 
tho round of the mam streets Cyclists were to bo seen dart 
mg about everywhere, while ©very no«v and then ona c 3 mo 
upon a party of police driving with serious purpose in some 
particular direction to which they had b*on summoned. Ono 
of tho oddest sights was to be seen in Dalhousio Square 
The heavily-loaded telephono posts all along tho west side of 
tho squaro were broken off at tho ha so, and were leaning 
over against the tree3 inside tho railings I,o doubt tboy 
had all snapped at the same moment with a sudden tighton- 
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iog ol tho wires. Of conrse, as is usual in any disturbance, 
aerial or subterranean, tbo crows bad a voice in the matter 
The din they set up was to many tho first intimation of 
trouble. To those in tbe open, however, the first alarming 
indication of tbe s or ions nature of the eartbquako was the 
loud rumbling noise by which it Boomed to bo introduced, 
and which died away in about thirty seconds, net to be re* 
poated. 

STATE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS. 

Government House has boon slightly damaged. Some 
of the walls have been cracked, and tho plaster has given way 
in places. But tho gateways, which might have been oxpecfc- 
od to show signs of tbo shock, are intaot, and thD ontside of 
the building is unaffected. Belvedere has weathered tho 
storm practically without damago. There ato some slight 
cracks in the walls but nothing to speak of. Yet tho shock 
was badly felt in tho noigbourhood. 

Perhaps tho public building which has suffered most is 
tbe Town Hall, of which Mr. James, the Commissioner of 
Police, made a careful personal examination on Saturday 
night by lao torn-light. The enormoasly heavy balustrade 
that runs round the roof of the building has come down 
bodily at tbe corner neat tho aide entrance, and immodiatoly 
ovor tho police thaua. For about thirty feet on tho cast 
side, and tho same distance in front, tho balustrade is clean 
gone, wbilo from tho inside of the hall it is seen that a largo 
gap has been made at tho top of tho wall. The repairs of tho 
building had just heon completed, but it is to bo fear- 
ed that it will have to undergo another overhaulin'?. Two 
of tho steps in tho grand staircas o on the right of the en- 
trance have fallen throngh, and in many places tho building 
is badly cracV'd. Tho floors and staircase are littered with 
fallen plaster, mil perhaps tho general aspect is to somo ex- 
tent duo to tho fact that the building is still in tho hands of 
Messrs. Burn and Co.’a workmen. « 
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The General Post Office is not much affected, although 
the hall under tho great damo was covered with fallen plaster 
that had come down from the pillars immediately audor tho 
dome Ontsido there was no sign of damage Tlio Bengal 
Secretariat, tho Telegraph Office, Imperial Secretariat, 
and tho Government Proas scam to havo escapod ttn 
touched, bat St Paul’s Cathedral and St John’s Church 
have both suffered badly Tbo Ion of about fifteen feat of 
tbo Cathedral spire is one of tho most conspicnous effects 
of tho earthquake Tho iron portion at tho top of tho 
epiro has fallen bodily on to tbo roof of tho oh arch and tho 
twisted iron rods at tho place whoro it has broken off show 
tho direction m which tho mass mast havo fallen What 
daraago has been done to tho roof is not yot known, and tho 
other injures aro comparatively slight St John’s lias been 
seriously crackod m soveral placos, especially at tho junction 
of tho northern portico with tho mam building, and thoro is 
somo fear that tbo atooplo has bulged about half way up. 
Charnoc’s tomb, in tho churchyard, prosonts n curious 
appoaranco Tho heavy cupola is intact, bat all tho support- 
ing pillars aro stnppod of ihoir thick casing plaster, revealing 
tho stroDg brick work As at tbo Oathodral, tho clock of 
St John’s had sloppod at 5 12 r «. 

An oyc witness gives a sonsat onnl account of tbo ap 
pi-ar&nco of tho lligh Court during tho cirtliqnako IIo 
writes — I was on tho Maidan in front at tbo timo and ha l a 
good sido now o! tho tower, winch swayed heavily for a dis- 
tance, 1 should say, of not leu than four foot 1 folly ox 
pcctel to BOO it coma down by tho ran, and tho Crash of fall- 
ing masonry in tho adjoining street soemod n Eltiug prelude 
to the overthrow of tho lofty and imposing towor which is 
tho most distinguishing laud-nark of Calcutta from the mer 
However, tho wave passed, leaving tho tower inclinin'* 
several inches in tho opposite direction to tho old bias 
Sercra! of tho pmoa-let havo besa twisted stand until Ihoy 
aro quite oat of lino with tho meal ling I.ulcutly, tho 
tngiogor* who ual-rpiaa I thu tower a year or two ago, mu 
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to bS congrafnlatcd on thou work, for, on tho whole, it has 
como well through a toriffio test Tlio inner verandahs of tho 
tnnm building and tho courtrooms have boon damaged m 
places, but not to any serious oxtent 

Tho Bank of Bengal suffered m no way. Mr Aitkin, o£ 
tho firm of Messrs Mackintosh and Burns, -was quickly on 
tho spot and pronounced everything safe Scyno of tho as- 
sistants wcro in tho Bank at tlio time, and they timed tho 
shock as lasting fivo minutes, Mr Crmcksliank’s official resid- 
ence also oscapod* bnt Messrs, Sanderson and Co’s offico 
eufferod somo what, a window sunshade coming down with u 
crush Tho Royal Evchango ovpononcod a heavy shock, two 
doors of tho Chamber of Commorco buildings wcro brokon, 
and a gontloman stated to our roportor that ho tuned tho 
shock as lasting fivo ramuteo 

St Andrews’ Church and tho Old Mission Church havo 
boon seriously damaged Somo fourtoon foot of tho steoplo 
of tho Scotch kirk appears to bo cracked and to bo hold on in 
its place by a wiro ropo which i9 coiled round it A great 
crack appears on tho oust side of tho building 
. Tho Imperial Muioum shows a great crack on tho north 
side of the mun gateway Tho crick is m tho coutro of tho 
arch and oxtonds some way up tiro ontahlaturo Tho now 
additions to tho Museum aro not damaged Iu tho art soction 
some thousands of rupees' worth of pottory and other articles 
have beon smashed 

Tho Calcutta Polico Offico and tho Coroner’s Court m 
Ivall Banr Street havo boon badly damaged A portion of 
the roof of tho C'onrt gavo wav, amf tho resident c fork, 3fr 
Godfrey, had to abandon tho promisos 

Hat lladdrco Daw Bahadur telephoned yo-dorday evening 
to tho Lall Bazar Police Offico that tho pncca promises, No 
09, Burtollah Street, was likely to collapso Mr Paget, the 
Deputy Commissioner, wont to the spot, and after an msptc* 
lion, directed tho nocosaary steps to be taken. 
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SOUTHERN DIVISION 

Perhaps the Southern Division of the town suffered most 
severely Tho scene in Dhurrnmtollah Street when the 
shock commenced was one of intense excitement The 
European and Eurasian residents loft their houses and ran 
out into the streets panic stricken, and some went so far as 
to remove their furniture and belongings to places of 
eafety. A newly erected portico to tho house occupied by 
Di Feldstoin suddenly came down with a tremendous crash, 
and Dr Feldstoin, who was m the house* at the time, at 
once mado for tho streot with his dog He had hardly 
reached tho pathway outside when down camo the portico, 
causing a good deal of damage to the medicines stored in tho 
side rooms The whole of the front of the house looks as if 
it had been torn away The gablo over the clock tower of 
the Church of the Sacred Heart oscillated considerably, but 
no apparent damage was done Tho horse statue winch 
adorns the top of the grand entrance to Messrs Lanter and 
Co , oscillated, and had it dropped on to the roadway, tho 
consequences to passers by would havo beon sorious 

The building alongside Messrs Lister and Company, 
chomists and druggists, have on added part at the rear hang * 
ing at an anglo oE several degrees, threatening to collapse at 
any moment The Upper floor contiguous to the Belatteo 
Bungalow, in the occupation of Messrs MoorO and Company 
is a total wreck Happily it was not occupiod at tho time, bat 
tho damages to furniture and other Sttmgs is said do bo great 
Tho Great Eait°rn Hotel suffered in no way, but bo great was 
t io fright occasioned by the shock to ono lady visitor that 
eho had to he carried out in a dead faint Tho dining room 
of tho Assistant Secretary, Mr H A Phillips, who resides m 
No 1 British Indian Street, suddenly fell in Mrs Phillips 
and tho oth ir members oE tho family had jast had afternoon 1 
tea and gono out, when the building foil 
. Round tho corner in British Indian Street tho promises 
of Mosers Traill and Co wero almost wrecked, the front 
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portion o< Hi° building a.ml a portion of llto roof canto sldwsl 
„ith a tremendous crash. A few minulos bofoco tlio establish- 
raent ceased work, and tbd largo ’staff of employes had loft 
for their respective homes. Ono of tbo Enropcan employes 
who rosides on tlio premiser, mi at tho tirao in his prualo 
room and escaped with aifficnlty. Tho adjoining bnilding, 
tho office of tho MM Duly Kim, has also suffered rsovoro- 
lr, the nails in several places liavo boon badly cracked. 

’’ Messrs. Thacker, Spink and Co.'s promises havo boon 
considerably damaged, and tho npper storey has boon render- 
ed uninhabitable. The building oeonpiod by Messrs, 
liosock and Co., jewellers, facing Spence’s Hotel, has also 
suffered badly. A portion of the root has completely given 
way and those who woro in tho promises at tho time had v 
narrow escape. Spence's Hotel has had a sovero shaking 
and tho (light of residents in more or loss light and fantastio 
garb was very precipitato. Tho b lihling shook ns though in 
convulsions and a goal deal of plaster ail several seamy 
walls bear testimony to tho forco oi tlio 6bock . 
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dangerous condition, n portion of Ifio building having 
collapsed Tho Tloman Catholic Church in Portuguese 
Church Strcot escaped uninjured Very slight crock* ontj 
being visible A portion of tho roof of homo No 10, Portu* 
guoso Church Street, camo down, while tho pillar* and wall* 
inside wero rent. Most of tho houses in Ezra Street woro 
damaged, especially No 17, a largo part of tho roof hftTing 
ful lea in No 71, Canning Street, is *o badly damaged, that 
it is considered dangorous to passori by No 1 A turn 
tollah Street, a very old building, was similarly cracked. 

Throo men wore injured at No 11G, Canning Slroct, by 
tho falling of bricks, onoof whom was sent to hospital Tho 
promiso3 occupied by Moors D II Molita and Co , in Can- 
ning Strcot, were al«o damagod, tho parapot having been en- 
tirely swept away Tho office of Messrs Ileilgcrs and Co 
in Canning Strcot, was also damaged by tho falling of a 
portion of tho cornlco Tho bouso No 117, Chitpur Road, 
known ns tho Golo Koloe, was very bady cracked, as also 
was No 150, Ckitpur Road In Colootollah Street tho 
verandah of No CJ collapsed Thoro wero besides small 
damages to many houses m llio vicinity of Colootollah 
Many houses m Tirotta Barar Slroot, Clntpur Road, 
Machun Bazar Street, Ualliday Street, Harrison Road, and 
Plicae's Lane, were raoro or less damagod, but no livos wero 
lost In houso No 8 1, Lower Chitpur Road, a man was injured 
by tho falling of a verandah, and in houso No 50, Upper 
Chitpur Road, a woman was mjurod by tho falling of a ver- 
andah Another woman received mjunos m houso No 3G 
Munshi Suddurnddm's Lano, by tho falling of a portion 
of tho portico In Cornwallis Street and Bcadon Street thero 
were no very serious damages, or injuries to porson and pro- 
perty 


IN FORT WILLIAM 

Nearly all (he barraeba oeoapieS by tho Earopcao iroopj 
(the Uoace>tcrjl,iro Rcg.iaenl) woro more or lo, dama»od 
and the clue! charters, tho Dalhousto aud tho Soath hrrLki 
, n “‘ J uj, f ■"*« ,orln « r ol those two latter building was o(. 
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cup it cl ky about COO mon, d. just as they had boon served 
vrith afternoon tea and were preparing to go out for tbo 
ovemng tbo shock was felt From all accounts tho structure, 
a three stoned one, first quivered nnd then began to rock 
Tbo men at once rushed down to tbo ground floor and from 
thonco into tho opou After tbo shock had passed, the 
officers of tho Military Works Department with Conluctor 
Hay, proceeded to examino tho whole of tho barracks, and 
aftor a thorough investigation pronounced it safo for tho 
timo bomg On a ro-oxamination, howovor, yostorday morn- 
ing tho Military Works officials doomed it advisable to 
Iirvo tho men romovod lmmsdmtely and placed under canvas 
Aftor tho parade sorvico yesterday morning, tho men wore 
ordered to vacate tho building and wore m two hours’ timo 
in touts on tho regimental parade ground in tho Fort In tho 
barracks several of tho ceutro arches aro two to tbreo feet 
open, and thcro was a dropping firo of bricks and mortar all 
Saturday night Tho top floor suffered tho most every cormco 
and archway exhibiting traces of tho sorority of tho bhock 
This building fared tho worst on account of its hoight l]jo 
barracks occupied by tho married men were similarly damag 
cd but not to such an extont Tho panic among tho women is 
beyond description A general rush wa3 madofor tho stops to 
tho landing and ono woman (tho Drum Major’s wife) ran to 
tho west end of tho building from tho third loft and climbed 
down by means of tho lightning conductor Whon picked up, 
ftliO had faintc 1 but sbo soon recovered Tho water tower at 
tho south west of tho Fort was seen to sway a good deal, and 
was in obvious danger of collapse Tho quarters of tho 
General Commanding tho District and those occupied by tbo 
staff as well n3 the officers of tho Gloucestershire Regiment 
I aro stood tho shock bravely, and aro not in any way damag- 
ed 

Tho Roman Catholic Chapel has boon slightly damaged, 
and tho Church of St Peter’s has escaped, as also did tho 
Orltancoatd other buildings jSoououas injured within 
tbo lort 



( S3 ) 

LOWER CIRCULAR ROAD 
Scarcely a building ia Lower Circular Road is un a fleet- 
ed Most of them aro very old, and consequently the destrac- 
tion was considerable Tho building utilized as the pi.ddo- 
pnker Thaua cam« down, and. lusncsctor Paterson and his 
family and other constables on the premises narrowly oscapod 
with their lives Fears wero ontortainod for tho 
tall chimney of the incinorator— by far the tallest in Calcutta 
—but it stood the test admirably It swayed to and fro during 
the shock, but settled down m an erect, position, seemingly 
unscathed A nnmbor of kites which were perched on tho 
summit were startled, bomg literally thrown off Ono of the 
birds, it is said, fell dead on tho ground St Teresa's CUorth 
escaped with slight damage 


BOW BAZAR STREET 

Several large buildings in Bow Bazar Stroet occupied by 
cabinet makers have b*en oxtensivcly damaged and rendered 
unsafe At some places portions of tbo roofs and porticos of 
these buildings gave way, smashing a good deal of new form* 
tare In the crockery and glassware shops, which abound in 
this street, a large part of the stock m trade was destroy- 
ed in a similar manner Residential quarters m this street 
al*o suffered in no small degree Tbo Scottish Zenana 
Mission School, almost at the end of the stroet, is quite 
uninjured .The Church of our Lady of Dolours has sufferod 
Bomewhat, and lost twenty feet of its steeples 


PEOFLE SLEEPING OUT Or DOORS 
It will never be known how many were rendered home 
less by tho earthquake, hut many Europeans and Eurasians 
including ladies and children, were to he seen paradiug the 
central parts of the town in quest of a night’s shelter 
Every building that had been lying vacant was quickly taken 
op and tho boarding houses that had escaped were hav- 
ing a harvest Of course, many persons found shelter 
■with fnends, and the most ea a uous accommodation 
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■was utilised to tho utmost One hears of ten or twelve per- 
sons "being packed away m a single room Many ladies nnd 
children wore reduced to spending the night in tho open air, 
seated on stools and on empty wooden cases m front of their 
damaged houses, so as to keep a watch on their property 
On Sunday morning Calcutta presented a bccdo of unusual 
activity Numbors of peoplo wore seen all about town either 
moving fttrmturo or hunting for lodgings Most of the 
empty houses wore hopeless on acconnt of the damage they 
had sustained Landlords, with an eye to business, stuck out 
for high roots and long leases Many, however, have been 
very reasonable aod tney are not likely to lose in tho end. 
Tho scarcity of house accommodation is certainly causing 
much anxiety to a largo section of the European and Eurasian 
community 


KTDnE®!tJK AND HASTINGS 
St Stephen’s Church and se\ oral houses in Alipur Koad 
and Alipur Lano are reported to ho badly damaged A house 
iub atn tod by natives 10 Jorapar suddenly collapsed, but thero 
was no loss of Ufo At Eghalpur all tho houses, including the 
police tliana, wore badly lifjnred At Watganj tho thana, 
II o Marquis Hotol, tho Post Office, tho Burma Military 
Polico Hospital, and four Government buildings, hove 
suffered moro or less severely, while many of the native 
tenants of small bouses bavo been rendered homeless In- 
spector Farrier, who occupied quarters at the police thana, 
had to vacate his house with Ins family on Saturday night 
The wholo family wero aslcop at tho time of the shock and 
wore aroused in limo to rush out and see the building crack- 
ing on all sides Adjoining Ibo thana u tho factory of tlio 
h W P Soap Company, aud Mr Shorter, tho proprietor, 
who was occupying quarters on the factory protmsos, had to 
find shelter at tho Belvedere Hotel m consequence of tho wesfc 
wing of tho building collapsing Superintendent Forsyth, m 
■charge of the Watganj thana, had al»o to seek shcltor at this 
now lj -established liotol, owing to fbc state of the thana. The 
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Laving tli a instrument flip eighteen inches from him and 
thou to be lurched almost bodily upon it was an altogether 

novel one, and not particularly pleasant While this is only 

one instance of a partially demolished house by the earth- 
quake, it may be taken as being fairly typical of many others. 

REPORTED LOSS OF LIFE. 

Up to a late hour, the loss of life was reported to be 
eight,— five in Amherst Street, one in Burr a. Bazar, and two m 
Watganj All these are natives, and setting aside the 
Howrah report, no Europeans are among the killed Twelve 
natives have been injured, and it is to ho feared that m'iny 
casualties have yet to be reported There are rumours of loss 
of life m Harrison Roal, but the^e have not so far been 
verified 

ON THE RIVER 

No great disturbance seems to havo occurred on the river. 
One gentleman, who had boon on board a big steamer at the 
time, knew nothing of the shock till he came ashore There 
was nothing like a tidal wave, although it was thought that 
one might have formed at Saugor Two vessels broke from 
tbetr moorings, but fortunately no damage was caused 

A correspondent writes to us contradicting a report that 
thero was a great commotion on the river. He was on a 
steamer nearing Balm GhUt at the time d! the earthquake, 
and no ono on board knew of it, ncr was there any stir 
among the native boats The river at the time was as smooth 
and still as a lake 

ON THE EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 

Tho earthqaako was severely felt at many of the stations 
on the Eastern Bengal Slate Railway. At Eanma the shock 
was foil at 1C 21 hoars (Railway time) Tne earth cracked 
in several places, and sand and water issued in large quanti- 
ties The damages to hie aud property are not yet known 
A telegram intimates tho cillapse of a railway bridge at 
FacLuni, between Rajlnn aud Goalundo 
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Mach damage lias 'been caused to the Sealdah Railway 
Station Largo cracks have appeared on the portico at the 
mam entrance, while the top portion of the masonry acting 
as a support to the corrugated iron roofing has been much 
shaken There has been a groat displacement of the plaster, 
and hero and thero the brickwork has been loosened 

A telegram from Serajganj reports considerable desirtic- 
tion of property Several European and Native residents 
have been rendered homeless 

CONNECTION WITH DARJILING 
We havo received the following telegraphic information 
regarding tho state of traffic in Northern Bengal — - 

Eagoola — Ser ions damage has been done to tho station 
and other railway buildings. The station building is cracked 
all over 

Sara — The shook was very strong and laatod minutes* 
All the railway pucca buildings are greatly damaged, and aro 
uninhabitable A large bridge has gone between Atne and 
Nattore, and another is damaged near Domar 

Consequently the down Darjiling mad which arrived at 
Silligun at 6 58 r M , was detained there, and some of the- 
passengers returned in the morning to Darjiling The Dar- 
jiling mad which left Calcutta at 4 27 was detained at Sara, 
and the passengers are still there on tho ferry stoamer All 
othor trains are detained at Sara Tho mail trains left Seal* 
dah to time, but the passengers were informed that they 
could not be hooked beyond Sara until the line was opened 

THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY 
The East Indian Radway anthorihes have beoa {loaded 
witn telegrams which have brought to light quite a senes of 
damages caused to stations on the line Tho Howrah Railway 
Station itself has to a certain extent escaped any very serious 
damage The departure platform, from appearances, has been 
unaffected, but the arrival platform, which is supported by 
huge pillars on on o side, has suffered The damage, howovor 
is slight and can be oasily remedied 
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] ia d alio teen thrown down in tho tarao direction Tho tim® 
lira nnoiamfled earthquake kited » rarionily estimated 
from 4 to 0 or oror 7 mrnutoi It may bo interesting to know 
that a slight, but distinct shock was felt yesterday night at 
about 0 30 and another one at about 8 30 a m this rooming 
The barometric enrvo of yesterday is almost a straight line, 
showing an almost stationary stato of tho atmoaphero — 
Xoars sincerely— E Lafo'it, S J 

iROM MANIPUR TO MADRAS 


REASSURING REPORT FROM THE HUGHLI ) 


(The Englishman Tuesday , June 15, 3807 
Reports from all parts of Northern ludia continue to bo 
received, giving accounts of the daraago doue by the earth 
qiake It was felt with great forca as far to the northeast 
as Manipur and slightly as far south as the Madias Presiden 
cy Tho report from Ooconada on tho Da<t Coast Railway, 
is to the offeeb that the shock was slight at that placo and it 
does not seem to Lava been folt tauch furthor south Darjil 
jug seems to have Buffered an soriously as Calcutta but in tho 
lull station tho danger from falling houses wan, of course, 
on a greatly smaller nealo The breaks on tho Eastern 
Bongal Railway have led to a tomporary suspension of 
through booking, aud for tho present passengers are unable 
to go boyond Sara Tho ouly other interruption is on the 
Assam Bengal lino The telegraph wires between Calcntta and 
Bombay havo sufforod and no doubt many posts aro down 
One of the great causes of apprehension may now bo definitely 
set aside Nothing iu tho least like a tidal wave followed Upon 
tho shock, and wo havo boon spared the terrible loss of 
lito which u caused by such n sabsoquet nutation on tho 
low lying districts along tires coast Accorlmg to tho 
roil authorities, thoro was not con tho reinMaiico of a 
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boro on the river on Saturday evecmg Tbe U3o in Calcutta 
nt tbo time of the earthquake vibrated one foot and ten 
inches, and absolutely no damage was done Some of the 
masters of vessels in the river report having heard a rambling 
noise, as if steam had boon blown off, but they only after- 
wards di covered wbat it was The water in the tidal canal 
rose and fell only throe feet A telegram from Sangor 
received in Calcutta yesterday states that the Bbock was felt 
there about 55 f h and was extremely severe It passed 
from east by north and west by south Tho steamer Baraset’ 
of the Harrison Line, went aground below Raipur, but 
floated and got off on Sunday Whether tho occurronco 
was due m any way to the earthquake does not appear No 
damage, to speak of, was done to tho Hnghli Bridge. A few 
chips and splintors wore knocked off and the bridge on Sun- 
day was closed on one side for the repair of these trifling 
injuries. 

A telegraphic mos«ago has been despatched by tho Com- 
missioner of Police to the Vicoroy, at Simla, intimating that 
oxtensive damage has boen caused to house property in 
Calcutta 


AN OFriCIAL RECORD 

An official report goes to show that no fewer than 125 
buildings in tho southern division of the town have been 
moro or less damaged In Chowrtnghi twenty throe build- 
ings have been damaged, including tbo Museum, eight in 
Park Stroet tho same number in Theatre Road and 
Elysium Row , and tea in Royd Street, exclusive of 
the thann., which, is also cnnsidflcahL; Tbx&t 

four houses have been damaged in each of tho other stroots 
which branch off from Park Street The buildings occnped 
by the Doveton and Armenian Colleges in Freo School Street 
are also included among those damaged The Commissariat 
Bakery at No 6, St George s Gate and Pnnsep a GhSt have 
suffered considerably Nearly every building m tbe south- 
ern suburbs has been reported to bo dama 0 ed, while in the 
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horlhcrn suburbs the destruction of proporfy is cornpimtlrefy 
]<hs Tooro aro twenty houses seriously damaged m Cossipur 
four in Clutpnr, throo in Ultadangah, and sixteen in Delia 
ghatta, while in Entally eight oat of every ton buildings have 
suffered badly 

A very common fom of damnga ires Iho separation of a 
portion of iv homo by a crack which extended right through 
walls and floors and roof Tho severed part in somo cases, ai 
notably in Dr Feld tern's homo, foil in rains to the ground 
Hal rnoro ofton it held its own, and tho cracks romamod to 
#1 off that tho part was unsafe This happonod to tho Deacon* 
css Homo at tho corner of Dhurrnmtollah and Wellington 
Strtet, where tho torraco ond porch btcimo dotntchod from 
the rest of tho baildtugs Tho Rov Mr Henderson happouod 
to bo on tho terrace, and when tho Cssaro appeared, ho watch* 
ed it widen to six inches and closo again sovornl times a* the 
hoaso rocked to tho earthquake till ho hoard and saw th° 
crack of I)r Foldiloin's house, and taking warning fled to « 
safer ulaso 
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bo scl in motion for *omo tune, and tlio weights hare fatten 
to the ground 

The Bishop's Palace n in o worse condition than was at 
first snppo ed The ponderous pillars show signs of tho 
seventy of tho shock, and tho building will havo to go 
through a process of thorough overhauling 

The Cathedral clock will bo greatly misled, ns it will bo 
soma tiraa boforo it can ho repaired 6orvnnts and tho poor 
in tho locality are load in their cries at not being nblo to tell 
tho time by day or Jught Periodical riots among tho punkah 
coolies are now an incident of tho locality These are disputes 
among tho men over tho duration of thoir spells of labour 
The Lall Bazar Polico Offico has been declared nnsafo for 
occupation Hr Pagot tho Dopnty Commissioner, who was 
residing there, has removed 

Orders havo bcon sent to tho Executive Engineer, Pnblic 
Works Department, to Inspect all pnblio buildings and Go\- 
eminent offices, while tho owners of tho buildings used as 
thanas m tho town and suburbs have also bcon directed to 
Inspect and roport upon their condition Tho Coroner’s Court 
has been declared in a dnngerons condition, and all luquosts 
for tbB present will bo held in tho Calcutta Police Court 

The pile of buildings on tho Esplanade m tho occupation 
of tho Military Department of tho Government of India 
has been so badly damaged that it is pronounced to ho 
nn«afe, nnd will have to undergo a thorough overhauling 
The largo structure, on close inspection, will bo seen to bo 
cracked irom top to bottom tho west wing in particular 
being a complete wreck Tho establishment removed to tho 
llilttarY Accounts Department at Koila Ghat 

The Mint,m tho Strand Hoad, Jtorth, has escaped injury. 
At tho present moment tho Master of the Mint is one of the 
passengers from Darjiling who have been stopped at Silligun 

THE HIGH COURT CLOSED FOR TWO DATS 
Yesterday morning tho Advocate-General appeared bo 
fore tho Chief Justice aud Mr Justice Banerjeo, and said that 
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tlio Original Courts could not sit, as nono of the witnesses 
had como to Coart, and lus lordship l now that without 
the witnesses the business o! iho Original Courts could not 
be conducted With regard to tho Appellate Courts he 
might say that, although they did not require witnesses or 
clients to be present in Court, the major portion of the 
makh tears were absent Tho High Court building was in 
a really dangerons condition The northern and southern 
verandahs were likely to como down at any momen* It was 
therefore, tho desire of tho profession that- tho Courts should 
temam closed for a couple of days One particular reason 
was that everyone was anxious to go back to lnS own 
hocu>o to look to its requirements For his own part he 
was really anxious to go back, as bis hou«e was very 
seriously damaged Ilia Chief Jnsti ce~Tc«, Mr Advocate* 
General I is rote a letter this morning to tho Public Works 
Department requesting them to examine the bnildmg, and to 
see to its requirements, hut I Lave not received nny rej ly a* 
yet However, I do not like to do anything myself I si »U 
send a nolo round to all the Judges for their opiuion And 
the consent of all the Judges having been obtained, the Chief 
Justice tail If it bo the general desire of the profesvtou 
that, owing to the disastrous effects of this calamity, the 
Courts should be adjourned for a couple of days, I caLnot but 
feel that the request is reasonable I am generally reluctant 
to close the Courts, be^an«e, from the state of business of the 
Coarts, the disposal of ca«es would be very much retarded 
thereby, but under the special circumstances mentioned by 
jon, we will adjourn the Courts till Wednesday 

THE SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Contrary to a report that gatned currency the General 
Market has not suffered in any material way One or two 
outer corner pillars to verardahs have caved m, but ll ero 
has been no inconvenience felt, or stoppage in bnsiness The 
Opera House over the way is intact In the street east of 
tho market, beyoud Lindsay Street, there is one bad collapse, 
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tiio ecliro Tipper storey of one building having come down. 
I’oituoately, the inmates had left at the first shaking. All 
over the town the danger is felt to be greatly enhanced by 
the soaking rain that has since fallen. All the erackod 
buildings nro leaking like so many sieves, and if the rain 
continues there is little doubt that some of the damaged 
property will come down. The demand for builders at- 
present is greater than has perhaps ever been known in the 
annals of Calcutta. 

The bicycle sbojv rooms of Messrs. Walter Locke and 
Company were much damaged. A wall collapsed, burying 
with it about fifty now bicycles, exposed for sale. Bat the 
debris was soon removed, and the machinos were rescued. 
The upper flat occupied by Mr. Bradshaw swayed very 
ranch, and it was thought that every moment it would 
collapse. Bat it stood the severe shock firmly as did th© 
inner portions. The huge glass cases of the central ball wer© 
untouched. 

The upper portion of the bungalow oE the Principal 
of Bishop's College has been damaged greatly. The Rov. 
Mr. Nanton is away at Mussurie, but Mr. Chippendale, 0Q6 of 
the Professors of tbo College, who occupies the lower flat, 
describes the buildiug as having rocked a good deal. Th© 
College buildings aro also cracked m places. 

Although the top floor of No. 5 , Government Plac© 
(Messrs. Thacker, Spink’s) has suffered, the building has been 
pronounced perfectly sound and no interruption to basiness 
has taken place. The businoss promises have not suffered- 
Wo are also glad to say that, although Messrs, Traill and Oo.’s 
house ha 3 boon wrecked, tho business premises are all right, 
and business is progressing as usual. 

Tho house occupied by the Rov. Mr. Laekman in Chow* 
ringhi has been badly shaken. Not a room in tho nppor flub 
is free from damage. Tho second flat has also suffered but in. 
a less degree. 
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Tho fall of the top of the spiro of Wellesley Square Free 
Church, strikes ever} beholder as an extraordinary effect of 
the earthquake. The explanation is that that part was blown 
away in the cyclone of thirty years ago, and was restore;!. 
This earthquake has shown that the join was not as sound as 
it looked. 


SOTtVIVAL OF THE TJX FITTEST. 

A drive along the ancient and crowded Cbitpur 
Hoad shows many damaged boasts and many on* 
accountable survivals. Tho great tnosquo on the west side, 
not far from Coolootoll&h Street, has a wide cleft right 
through the dome and oxtending downwards nearly to tho 
bottom of tho bailding The two placos belonging to the 
Mallick brothers, nea- lleadon Sjaaro, liavo loft largo piece* 
of! the parapets and cornices, aud tho huge clock, which 
adorned tho western mansion has fallen bodily out of its ca«e. 
A woman stalking in tho street was badly injured bjr tho fall- 
ing masonry. So much masonry felt along Chitpur Rood 
that it can scarcely bo that several other per-oa* ssere not 
knocked down ; but the hooper* of tho shops ondtr the 
damaged buildings are reticcat oa-tlio subject. Ou tho other 
hai.il, many an old verandah or gallery, so rickulty -looking 
that its Libtenco year after year has seemed like a miracle, 
lias stood the ihot-k without losing a brick. 

Tim tall newly erected tenement booses in Ilarri'on 
strvtl havo mostly escaped injury. 
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wlitm the ominous sound and tlie shah ing walls made lam 
adj mru into the street There a crowd of natives had al- 
ready rushed together, and were watching the water m tho 
large tauk in the square, which looked as if a whale had b a en 
frolicking nnder the surface Tui mug round and looking at 
the house he had just left. Dr Macdonald observed it rocking 
to and fro to the space of fully a foot from the perpendicular, 
and for a minute or so expected to see it come down in total 
rum Dun College, in Nimtollah Street, has tho roof cracked 
through, and all the front part, specially tho class rooms on 
the top storey, has suffered serious damage 

A lady and gentleman driving aloi g Amherst Street 
which is a vary long street, were quite unconscious of tho 
earthquaking, and did not nctually see anything fall But 
they remarked that a number of houses had recently beijn 
damaged At one plica a crowd had gathered, and men were 
excitedly clearing away the bricks This afterwaids proved to 
he the place where the most fatal casualty of the earthquake 
occurred 

Messrs H and A Berens write to us correcting tho state* 
ment that thei** premised have collapsed, although somewhat 
damaged in part3. Tho necessary repairs will not m any 
way prevent the firm from carrying on their business 

Dr Bomford s quarters, at tho General Hospital, have 
been badly damaged The Eden Hospital has stcod the tost 
remarkably well, as also the several other now buildings 
Burroundmg the institution 

St Joseph’s Frco School m Bow Bazar Street wont 
through a stirring experience on Saturday evening, and the 
Christian Brotlio-s in chargo were compelled to take shelter 
in the mngmfic nt buildings of the High School, which were 
recently built on the south of tho old building m Gopee 
Mohan Bose’s Lane St Joseph’s is Cracked all ovor, especial* 
ly on the entrance portion, which is m a dangerous statu Tho 
- chnpoliu front has fared almost as badly, and Father Goffart 
ud some of his parishioners, who wore there at the time, had 
take refuge in the road A comical iccidont relieved tho 
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Slroel, Circular Road, and liretta, ftnrl report* tint tiny br.ro 
utonil tho l»«t of tho earlhqnako remarkably well Hrre nnd 
there may bo seen a few loo so pieces of brick a id norfar, 
and kntcha graves liaro stink, as may bo cxpoetol nmUr 
prevailing conditions, bat no sonou* darnago was visiblo from 
n hasty snrroy 


A SrKSATlONAL LEAP. 

Tho Calcutta Central Government Telegraph OTico was 
llioicononf groat excitement when tho stn-'k wns first felt 
In a body the signaller* stampede! Thoy scratnbkd o it of 
tho room, and rnshod downstair* into tho rnadwav. 
In the rus! n mililiry signaller, Pma'o Norris, of 
tho Royal Munster Fnsiliers, mstoid of following tho 
other*, malo for a window which ho mistook for a door and 
jnrapclout Luckily tho portico of Mi ssrs. Octal ms Stetl 
nod Company, which adjoins tho Telegraph Office, b-oko his 
full, but lie rolled over and carao to tho ground, a height of 
about 15 feet, sustaining scnous injuries Ho was at onco ro* 
moved to tho Station Hospital Tho latest reports go to show 
that Norris is doing a* well as coaid b> expected Tho 
signnllors bad vory heavy work on Saturday night, nnd also 
enqairioi from anxious friends woro still ponring in yesterday. 


TIIC SHOCK AT MONGIIYR 
Noted as Monghyr is for shocks of earthquake, tho 
ono expononcod on Saturday afternoon beats nil record 
for seventy and damage done to property and person 
For tho past week tho heat had been interna The 
sovoro dust storm of Friday wa, on Saturday followed by 
a sevens thunderstorm and a heavy downpour o\ram at one 
o'clock The .torn, le.ted hour. Tn.l a , nY.eared up, 
ai d resident, were beginning to rejoice m the\ dollghtfnl 
Che iga from tho licV, cam. the earthquake .hock It K.U-d 
«ome throe nneotc, nnlit, conr.o .edged t„ b | rl<t 
to west Io some port, of the towo ,t wa, M , 
than in otlier. Pitiable wo, the .ight to behold ol\ m anJ o 
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■bungalow in ibo Fort and Bbop m the bazar after tbo wav© 
had passed ovor the place The house occupied by Mr. 0. 
Kemp, on tho Fort wall, has utterly collapBod, the verandahs 
and porticos o£ tho Collector’s houeo, the post office Mr. 
Roberts’ house, and the houso of tbo Subordinate 
Judge have bean severely damaged and rendered unsafe LaU 
Darwaza, Basdoopnr.and the mission house have been damag- 
ed. The west wall of tho racquet court at tho Club is also 
damaged , while the English Baptist Church in the Fort is a 
total wrook. It was*a Cno building, erected at a cost of nearly 
Its 40,000, and had been lately renovated The business por- 
tion of tho town that has suffered most is Sherman Bazar. 
What was once a busy place — sweetmeat shops, silvor-smiths* 
Bhops and Marwan storos and residences — is now a heap of 
rains. In Bum Bazar, tho residence of Rai 0. P. Singh," 
Bahadur, has suffered terribly Last night tho family slept 
m tents on tho Maidan. Tho Oho wk has suffered also Tho 
appearance of tho town as I passed th cough it this evening 
was as though it had suffered a severe bombardment. Few* 
residents slept in doors last night, preferring the apparent 
security of the Maidan to the risk of being buried alive — as 
another Bhock wa3 predicted for midnight. The rao«que in 
the Fort, and the tomb of the most popular of Mohamodan 
saints, Pir Nuja, near the south gate of the Fort, havo been 
damaged also Up to the present no deaths are reported 
neither are there any residents reported as missing, though 
many havo been injured more or loss severely by the falling 
debris. Tho Mar nan, whoso limbs were amputated, is re- 
ported to he doing well 


DAMAGE AT JAMALPUR. 

The seventy of the shock can bo judged by the destruc* 
lion of the well-built houses belonging to tho Railway Com- 
pany at Jamalpnr. Nearly every two-storeyed houso at 
Jaraalpur has come to grief, — m some instances the ropf has 
fallen ra, in others the walls are spilt through and through. 
The Railway station roof has been severely shaken, nlula 
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tho workshops are also m a bail way. Many people for 
tbe night found shelter at the Instate There will bo a 
difficulty in finding quarters for thOio who are homeless 
Many are tbe tales of hairbreadth escap« 

AN EARTHQUKE FOUNTAIN 
At i 50 on Saturday evening, tho 12th of J une, the civtt 
station of Paraeah was tmtod by a very severe earthquake 
Tho oscillation was north and south ond lasted for two or 
three ra inn tes, the Vibration lasting for G3 minutes Haifa 
milo to the north of tho station the ground opened out about 
Hx inches wide, running cast and west for about a quartor of 
a mile in length, nod water was ejected into the air from the 
crack Trei-s were violently agitated Many houses are in 
Yams, especially the two storeyod houses , walls have tumbled 
down, and roofs tumbled m No lives have been lost in the 
stat on but two peoplo are said to havo been killed in the 
city, where aI*o there has been great destrnction of houses 
The station clock — tho pendulum of which swings east and 
west— ‘topped at 4 50. 

DAMAGE TO RAILWAYS 
Tolegraphic messages poured in yesterday at the Sealdah 
Railway Station from officials along the line, as to the effects 
of the earthqnake Besides the damage caused to the per- 
manent way, several bridges have been so severely sunken as 
to rend* the passage of trains for a considerable time 
altogether impracticable Scarcely had the anthontios 
begun to repair the damage when news of a still more 
alarming character reached headquarters by wire, namely, 
that a second shock, of greater intensity than the first 
bad been felt on the Kaams Dbarla section- iff- thn "EL B S 
Railway at 6-55, Calcutta time, resulting in great damage. 
The station master at Bogra Hat telegraphed that the 
permanent way and the huts of the native workmen were 
seriously damaged The station platform itself was also re- 
ported to be so badly cracked that it was expected at any 
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Jnoment to bo levelled with the ground. Traffic lifts Wit 
8usp°naed, causing no small amount of loss and inconvenience 
Meanwhile the authorities are redoubling their efforts to re* 
pair the lines as expeditiously as possible, and already a good 
deal has been accomplished 


ANXIOUS ENQUIRIES 

As was to be expected there was a great deal of anxiety 
among people who had friends in other putts of the city, and 
both on Saturday night and on Sunday morning hurried 
visits were made to inquire how the friends had fared Not 
a few persons took tram on Sunday for places along the rail* 
way where they had relatives residing A report having got 
abroad that the Calcutta Girls* School had fallen m, whole 
or in part, (inquiries were made there by parents of pupils 
lint the Superintendent was able to say that that fine building 
had suffered no injury whatever, not oven to the plastering 

At Looshtea, the station building Las been badly dam* 
aged and two or three pucca houses have been ex partially des* 
troyed No damage was doue to the country boats At 
Goomarkhally and Khoksa some buildings are ruined 

News had reached Calcutta from Parneah that several 
Government Telegraph posts have fallen, and that all messages 
have now to be transmitted by Railway The Post Office fell 
a total wreck, but happily no one was killed 


The damage caused in the northern and central sections 
of the town has been very great The central section 
especially has suffered most severely It is mainly in* 
habited by Europeans and Eurasians, most of whom haie been 
practically rendered homeless Grave fear s are enterta ned as 
to their safety, and a large class is certainly reduced to hviug 
under the most painful and straightened circumstances How 
the women and children can support the conditions of their 
present camping life is a wonder The ram poured m torrents 
on bttuday evening and us a consequence the damaged houses 
have been rendered still more risky The poor people expect- 
ed that they may come down at eiery moment And yet their 
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only alternative from sleeping ont, with scant protection from 
fjhe run, it to creep back to the shelter of their shattered 
homes 


a vanishing post OFFICE 


A severe earthquake shock was felt at Bnxar on Saturday, 
12th June, at 4-20 P r, (Railway time) It appeared to last 
three or four minutes No damage was done beyond the fall 
of a servant's house in the bazar Several long cracks m the 
ground have been noticed, one in the compound of the Jail 
Superintendent’s house is 100 yards long and has split up a 
pukka tenn.s court It is said to be twenty years since an 
earthquake has been felt in Bnxar 

Startling news has reached Calcutta from Shiastaganj 
m. the Chittagong district The Post Office sank as it 
stood, and was buried with all its fittings, furniture, cash 
chest, etc There was no one at work at the time, and 
the house was empty In several places the earth has crack- 
ed and water is seen rising from the ground Quite a pau o 

has seized the town 

At the end of to day’* Stmla weather telegram occurs the 
following note -No telegram, bare boon recoiled from 
Assam and North Bengal, winch are probably tbe centra of 
tbe earthquake ware wh.ch was felt over a very largo arm ex- 
tending west to Bombay and S ml. The lime of the oecnr- 
ronco was abont 4 45 r H (Railway time ) 


EFFECT OF THE IIAIN ON DAMAGED 

buiedings 

1 at’ ~ A h *m tbe shook 

11,^^ I " nearly 

a t' "* “» 4 “ ™nld not bo ai 

“ til 5 ,, b «" -'apse many of these 

t* th ° 
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gaveV&y The noiso caused by tho widening of tho already 
stacked walls and the displacement of mortar and plaster, 
caused quito a panic among the children, and there was a ge- 
lneral rush for the road A largo crowd of spectators as- 
sembled on the spot, and Inspector Frizom having arrived on 
the scene warned the teachers not to attempt an entrance 
Accordingly the day scholars were sent home, while the 
boarder® y'Snoa’ro mostly orphans, were marched to tho Old 
Cuorch Mission rooms where they havo been temporarily 
lodged . 

About 3 3 p. ir yesterday daring a heavy shower tho 
whole of the mam frontage of a two Btorejed building at tho 
corner of Canning Stroet, opening on to Strand Hoad, camo 
down without a moment's warning, and considering the con- 
gested state of the traffic at that point, the wonder is that 
there was no fatality Tho falling debris earned away several 
small shops which havo been for years past doing a thriving 
business in the sale of native sweets, parched gram, betul* 
nut and soda water The terrified shopkeepers fled in a body, 
never even once turning round to note what had been the 
fate of their stock in trade 


THE SOUTHERN DIVISION 
The office of the Meteorological Repor ter to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in Russell Stroet, h-’s been very badly dam- 
aged Tho whole oE the second flat of the building is partial- 
ly wrecked, especially the walls of tho rooms facing south 
and the verandah Mr Little’s bod room is in a dangerous 
condition tho walls have parted, and huge blocks of brick 
mud^ortar have come dowD, to the detriment of furniture 
nnd fittilig-^The room adjoining to the west is a mass of 
rum®, and will be required to be rohuilt On tbo floor of tho 
verandah there are cracks about three inches wide, while the 
portico facing the north looks as if it would crumble to pieces. 
Mr Little has had to move mto other rooms Fortunately 
Mrs Little and the children 1 ad gone home only the other 
day, for they occupied the bed room that has suffered 8 a 
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much Mr Little was one of those who did not feel the Sea* 
sation of the shod*, for he was out ruling that evening The 
handing is the property of Mr Ezra 

Mrs Walter's boarding house. No 9, Rus«ell Street, has 
been completely wrecked, and will have to be taken down 
and rebuilt There were several ladies and gentlem*>n lodg* 
mg there at the lime, and a Mr. and Mrs Bent had a haw* 
breadth escape They occupied rooms facing the north, »d 
joining a hall which gave way and fell right Ihrongh, com* 
mg down with great force Mr and Mrs Bent rnshed below, 
and a second or two later their room came to gnef The 
boarders have lo»t a good deal of property through the 
walla falling in, and the place is now deserted The whole 
of the hick portion has collapsed 

Many of the booses in Kydd Street are tenantless at the 
present time, and it is feared that on account of the anttqutly 
of these partially demolished structures they will have to be 
rebuilt Some of these premises are known to have been 
standing for more than a century, and though with quiet 
usage they might perchance have withstood time’s ravages 
for another fifty year*, it is hardly to be expected of any 
building past its hundredth year that it should 
rear its head proudly erect after such a shaking as that of 
Saturday The wonder u that there should b“ auy building 
at all standing, and it speaks well for the thoroughness of the 
work of the early builders of Calcutta 

bo 32 ChowTingln has been very badly shaken Mr and 
Mrs Darnel were away at Simla, but Messrs Westall and 
Brown, who were staying in the tmrd floor, had a narrow es- 
cape They were getting ready to go out when they found 
their dressing roams giving way on all sides They rushed 
out, and after the shock it was found that the place was un- 
inhabitable 


northern division 

Th.rr.m,.«oIM«.r. Onrg. Iln.ln.on „ d c „ 
CI.t. Row l»n br-a nr, mud, .b.Len, and b , t „ dtt l 
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who wore on duty on Saturday afternoon describe the rocking 
of the building as “sickening.” The front walls have com- 
pletely given way, and parts are in a perilous state. 
The roadway in front has been fenced in, and a policeman 
is on duty to prevent people from going too near. The 
walls at the weal end have also come to griof, and on all 
sides in the interior are to be seen gaping archways and 
broken cornices. The bouse of Mr. Stuart, the senior 
partner, which ia on the top floor, has also been much 
damaged. 

In reply to many enquiries, wo aro glad to say that the 
Englishman office. No. 9, Hare Slreot, has escaped wonder- 
fully. The house is one of the oldest in the central part of 
the town, and has from time to time been addod to consider-, 
ably, while the printing-press covers a large area to the rear, 
extending, parallel with the Foreign Office, as far back a s 
St. John’s churchyard. On Saturday, the shock was severe- 
ly felt in this quarter, but beyond some rather bad cracks 
at the eastern eud of the house, and the dislodgoment of 
large chunks of plaster, no damage seems to have been done. 
Houses in the neighbourhood have not beon so fortunate. 
Several in Garstin’s Place and in Hare Street itsolf have been 
seriously injured. One bonse in Garstin’s Place has had to bo 
abandoned, and a massive ontor staircase at the corner looks 
as if it must fall bodily. On the north Bide of Haro Street 
the great pile of the Small Canse Court was not in tho loast 
affected. The Court is a comparatively modern building. 

The Old Church School in Lall Bazar has been so severely 
shaken and damaged that tbo School Committee ha3 thought 
it advisable to close the institution. Tho Bow Bazar 
Vernacular School, which was to have opened yesterday, has 
allowed its pupils an extension of a week’s vacation on ac- 
count of tho state of tho school promises. 

Messrs. Duncan Brothers’ offices in Clive Street are in a 
bad way, the roof being badly shaken and the leakage during 
the rain yesterday causing great inconvenience. 
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Captain Pclloy has raado over every lent in hts posses* 
Bion for the nso oE tho sufferers, and proposes to construct as 
a temporary mcasnro small mat bungalows on his grounds 
for tbo use of thoso in need of sholtcr free of charge. Hs ex 
primed his rogrot to our representative that ho was not able 
to provide houso accommodation to a more appreciable ex* 
tent 


WRITERS’ BUILDINGS 

These mogmScent buildings show tfacos of tho violence 
of last Saturday’s shock, especially tho eastern wing, where 
not a wall nor a room from tho very lowest to the uppermost 
storey has escaped damage m somo shape or form Thcro are 
a number oS ugly, in fact dangerous, cr.oLs, irlncli if not at- 
tended to in lime mil mden bojond all donbl under the mor- 
mons woiglit o£ the roofing The henry rains bare flooded 
many ot tbo rooms The Superintendent of the Press Depart- 
ment baa been forced to abandon his room 


EFFECT ON HORSES AND DOGS 

Amid nil the destruction of property and the regrettable 
loss of hfe there has been, ,o far a, m. have been able to 
ascertain, very l,tt„ , 0!s o! .mma] , lf „ As „, (|l 
there hare been some rery narron escapes, hor.e, jnst bemg led 
onl m time, and in'orne instances frightened animals burst- 
.1 Z hC t } h ‘ ai boU, ” S ***“' M»- One of the 
omehmt . t h" M ^ » aolitary horse, 

Sr, . beash, being 

for the evening drive and srroT ° rS “ W0r0 h 01 " 5 
This is protablv tho , f were ln attendance, 
amid “CL „r Z Th,°° ° ! “ «-« B«* 

least lo-t his hfe and tl i * B ' vrl ’ ! d-n;pi Ono poor beast at 
™ *— be,„ng- 
®f Mr Westmacoti’s h n ' ° £ Row The verandah 

«pea tho dog s house anT “T I 0 " 0 ’ 3 ° a * Portion of it fell 
b hoaso and .mashed >t, falling the dog 
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the jute mills 

The Calcutta Jute Mill, do net seem to hove suffered any 
serious damage dnr.og the earthquake of Saturday * 

few cracks here and there The Samnnggur Jute Factory, 
the Titlaghnr Jute Factory. and the Victoria Jute Factory 
whose agents are Messrs Thomas Doff and Co , stood the 
shock very well The damages wore of the most trivial des- 
cription, and everything appeared to ho m good Older on the 
folio mug Monday, when work started as usual Messrs 
George Henderson’ and Co’s three mills-tho Bamagoro 
Mills W .on'. Patent, and the BaUy Mills sustained no 
damage of any description, due no doubt to the excellent man- 
ner in which they are kept up The working of the mills 
was resumed as usual the following Monday The 
Union Jute Mills and the Standard Jute Mills of Messrs 
Bird and Oo fared very well, no eraeks or fissure, of any 
description being visible on any of their bn.ld.ngs Messrs. 
Anderson Wright and Co ]Ute mill at Khardah was equally 
fortunate, end work was started as usual ou Monday Messrs 
Gordon Stewart and Co 's mills sustained very slight cracks 
here and there There was no damage done to any of tho 
Calcutta mill, of Messrs Andrew Tale end Co , bat tho tall 
chimney of the Sernjgaoj Mill .a the Pabea district was bad'y 
damaged, and big fissures also opened oat in the ground at 
the spot, some of them four feet wide 

DAMAGE ON TEA GARDENS 
Enquiries made yesterday of the leading tea garden 
e nancy firms in Calcutta reveal the fact that considcrale dam- 
age has been dono to garden property in Assam, Cachar, and 
the Dnars The factory and buildings at the Amlnckie Es- 
tate, Assam, havo been seriously damaged , the Cntlaoherra 
garden in Cachar is in a similar plight , so also the Bulla Enr- 
ria property in the Dnars In Sylhet the damage to gardens, 
machine houses, and factories has been general and very 
severe The Balasfira tea garden has fared worst of all, and 
is reported to be completely wrecked, In Cachar too bang*- 
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lows at Ike Doloo garden have collapsed entirely, tko faCtdff 
Louse being badly damaged The pncca bungalow at tint 
LJagaisuree tea estate in the Duara bas been demolished 

From telegrams received by Mr. Little, the Meteorological 
Reporter for Bengal, it appoars that the earthquake was very 
severe in Asmara Telegraphic advices received from Salooa 
state that brick buildings and several bungalows in the 
occupation of planters have beou overthrown, and that the 
destruction in general is the first of its kind known m those 
parts 

At Sorajganj the shock was terrible Tho Munsiff'a Court 
buildings are partly in rums The wind vane has been thrown 
u£E its position with the pillar The anemometer remains 
steady, bit i« inaccessible The earthquake occured at 5 13 
r M , and deranged the reading of the maximum thermometer, 
which was read as low as 80’ and therefore rejected as unreli- 
able The shocks wore felt on Sunday at intervals ^ 

Trom Bogra we learn that the Meteorological Office there 
has sustained much damago The anemometer wind vane has 
been destroyed, the barometer has fallen, and the thermometer 
is out of order by the shock 


STRANDED ON A STAIRCASE 

Several narrow escapes have been reported from Howrah/ 
but the position of ono family on Saturday evening was 
perilous indeed Alarmed by the first shock the whole family 
beat a ha>ty retreat, but while descending the stairs from tho 
upper storey part of the hon e collapsed, and with it tho 
bottom portion of the staircase The little company was 
stranded upon a landing and unable in <*<1 tamwi 
the risk of breaking their necks, yet fearing to go back because 
o! the probabilities of premature banal Luckily there was no 
farther shock and tho family were quickly rescued from their 
awkward position by mean, of ladders aud their neighbours' 
assistance 



ON 1HC ASSAM-BENGAIi RAILWAY. 

An “ Act of God ” 

[from a correspondent ] 

Com ilia, Jane 13, 

u An * act of God’ occurred hero yesterday afternoon,”' 
telegraphed a local station master, in his quaint way hitting 1 
off the situation to a nicety A few mora “ acts” and the 
Assam Bengal Railway, whioh has only risen to tho dignity 
of passonger traffic from Cliandpnr to Karimganj within tho 
last month or two? wonld havo been literally cut off m 
the heydoy of its youth We all know the Assam Bengal 
Railway hcrcabouts—1 am not speaking necessarily of 
Comilla, from which placo I am writing at the moment— and 
we all loro it, and laugh at its eccentricities jnstas fond 
parents behave towards their favourite spoilt child.. 
How we usod to smilo to eoo tho diminutive tram carefully 
picking its way through the fan near Shamshornagar, and 
how concerned wo were whon the difficulties it encountered 
there proved too much for it, and it qtuotly turned over on 
ns ndo and took a nap until tho nocossary ropairs had boon 
executed Then at Snmangal what fun it often was to see tho 
ongino careoring down tho nioline serenely unconscious of tho 
fact that it had left its complement bohind it I say wo are 
all familiar with tbeso amiable little weaknesses of the Assam- 
Bongal lino, and it was, thcroforo, with on indulgent sraiJo 
that I suddenly woko up near Shaigtognnj from a nap ou 
Saturday afternoon — I was travelling by tho down mixed 
tram — to find that wo soemed to bo descending into a deep 
hollow after the style of tho switchback railway This waa 
followed by sundry bumps, and finally, with a groan and a 
shiver, tho trRin carao to a standstill 

" What a humorous little railway it is t ’ I cried for 
tho hundredth timo that day, as I took a flying leap out of 
tho carriage window aftor a young official in tho Traffic Do* 
partmont, who happened to bo travelling by tho tram, and 
who seemed to appreciate tho fun as mncli as I did Wo 
went up tho lino and foand tho engine completely derailed^ 



( ( 69 , ) 

played by tho Assistant Engineer At one station a tele- 
gram was handed to him informing him that his bungalow 
had been destroyed “ Beastly nuisance,” he observed, with 
$n aggrieved air, “ I’ve seen it cave in m a storm, but 
this is the first time it has played mo such a trick on account 
of an earthquake " We got into Ahhauta about nud day, or 
something like twenty hours behind time 


ALARMING REPORT PROM JAMALPUR 
The earthquake yvhich occurred here at 4 30 and ceased at 
4-35 ou Saturday afternoon came with no other warning than 
a muffled rumble like the sound of a train passing over a 
bridge some distance off , the earth wave heaved and swelled 
and set the whole earth in an nndulatory motion Boases 
were seen to sway and in a momentary panse a crack 
was heard and down ca^ne tho tottering piles. Jubilee 
Point Hill with its stack of sleepers, coal a d other 
combustibles, ready for tho Jubilee bonfire, scattered 
and cast theso materials quite a hundred yards from whero 
they wore heaped The East Indian Railway workshops 
sustained incalculable damage the boiler shop was almost 
wrecked, while the erecting shop had the walls faems- cast 
and west knocked down The pattern shop suffered a similar 
fate, and the west and corner of the blacksmith shop collapsed 
Tho spring shop mot with heavy damages, the furnace chimney 
was doflected. Tho two storeyed buildings on the west of tho 
Monghyr lino and those situated on the opposite side are 
wrecks, it needing only a substantial shower or cyclonic wind 
to complete the work of destruction 

Mr W Nelson Littlewood, the Travelling Auditor, had a 
miraculous escape He was sitting in b» room writing when 
be felt tho binidmg sway and crash, and had scarcely time to 
quit tho upper floor and gam the compound, when the roof 
sank, sending up clouds of dust Every arficlo of furniture 
has perished Mr Brown, tho Deputy Loco Superintendent 
has also suffered sonous loss, his bungalow having collapsed 
;n parts The Loco Superintendent a and Drawing Offices 
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have been rendered almost untenable Mr Watkins’ bungalow 
has suffered The verandah, which runs all round the house, 
has totally collapsed 

Altogether we know of twenty five upper roomed build 
mgs which have partially collapsed, the occupants of which 
are homeless— at least until the authorities are in a way to. 
tide over difficulties The belfry of the Mechanics Institute ^ 
has received a rough shaking, and the wonder is that the 
entire structure was not destroyed 

During the shock the streets presented an extraordinary 
spectacle Many ladies and gentlemen, in all states of dress 
nnd undress, rushed out of doors and stood under the trees,. 
Apprentice lads ran like mad in all directions on the maidan t 
nnd ladies too were to be seen jumping the wire fences m tbeir 
haste to get into the open Mr B^nrgoyne had run downstairs 
■with his wife and family, to discover that he had left a little 
girl behind In a few strides he was into the houso and upstairs 
and had caught the ohild m his arms Jnsfc as ho emerged 
from the house crash went that very part where the little one 
had been playing a few seconds before It is heartrending 
to behold the hardships to which the residents of this station 
are reduced What could bo more pitiful than the sight of 
motl ers, fathers, and helpless] children walling from p 1 ac 6 
to placo seeking shelter, and glad at times to settle down in 
the servant’s quarters ? 

As I suite the most intensB cacitemant 13 felt , people 
■mil havo it tliYt a third and greater shook is jet to come 
The question oi\tho moment is, how thoso srho have beea ren- 
dered homeless to bo pros, ded for m Ihe faco of the ira 

pending monsoonyr 

The Masonic Lodge 1526, be it observed, has not escaped, 
and more than one fanulV figurehead and bronze statue will 
ho missed at the next meeting of the brotherhood Mr W II. 
Jones, the I P M., is deserving of all praise for his vigorous 
and unsparing efforts to reho^lho prevalent distress. 
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fctSStJRES ON THE BANKS OF THE TEESTA 
A violent shock of earthquake was felt at about 5 
o’clock in the evening od the 12th instant at tha 
Village of Bhajandanga, Rnngpnr district The shock 
lasted for at least one minnte, and was of a very 
severe nature, the banks of the Toesta opening out in many 1 
places from an inch to a foot in width About 50 feet from 
the river an opening extends from the river landwards for 
over 150 yards, about three inches in width, out of which 
water and sand ware ejected some three feet high There ore 
many reports also of water being thrown np out ot 
openings in the interior some miles from the river The roar 
of the earthquake as it passed towards the north east could ha 
heard distihctly some minutes afterwards, sounding like dis- 
tant thunder from the Garo Hills, over which the ware seem- 
ed to go While the shock lasted human beings and animals 
were all terror stricken, and lay on the ground till it was 
over 

The B S N Co *s stoamor Bengal was just mooring at 
Kallyganj Ghat at the time and her commander reports that 
the vibration on the vessel was very violont and terrifying. 
Many articles were broken on board, and the river was in q 
regular turmoil while the shock lasted The direction of the 
shock appeared to be from S W to N E During the evening 
fcad night and on the next day frequent shocks occurred, but 
not of a very severe nature , still thoy woro most alarming 

DAMAGE AT PABNA 

Yesterday between 12 and 15 minutes past fivo a severe 
shock of earthquake lasting fnlly two minutes was experienc-* 
ed bore Most of tho pucca buildings in the place have been 
more or loss damaged and a number are in nn uninhabitable 
state The Judgo’s house has been severely damaged, and tbs 
stables attached to it came down, burying two horses and a 
Bjce Those worn with much difficulty dng ont of tho debris { 
the syce was unconscious and badly brnised, and is now lying 
in alltbat remains of the hospital (the cholera ward) iho 
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two storeyed house in winch the District SupennfendCDt o! 
Police and Assistant Magistrate rcsido is also in ruin*, and 
these officers have been compelled to take to tents All tbs 
walls m tho hoaso are cracked and the greater part of the 
balustrade aad roof havo fallen 

The Collector s house is also in a Tory dilapidated slate , 
fortunately this officer left for Mozaffarpur the day before 
yosterday, takiug his fnrmtnro with him, or olso it wonld 
have aufferod The Civil Surgeon has taken to a tent, and 
the m ssionanes to their chapel , in short, all the Furopean in 
habitants and many natives are homeless A great number 
of pucca building* m the bazar havo como down and 
quite blocked up the stroats , fortunately no lives have been 
lost This may bo attributed to tho fact that the j remom 
tory shocks were not very sovero, and served to warn the 
people in time fer thorn to leavo their 1 ouses 

During the night three slight shocks woro experienced 
and aevoral others to day All along the dried np bed of the 
Icchannti river, winch winds round the town, n curious pben 
omenon was noticed Mad volcanoes were formed which eject 
ed their contents to a height of from four to five feet One of 
these was activo for fully an hour and a half after the si ock 
was over Large cracks also opened along tho hanks of tins 
nver and the Ganges, some of tho depre*«ions being six feet 
deep and 20ffc *ide To add to the general discomfort, heavy 
ram felt luring the night which damaged a great deal of tho 
property which could not bo removed from the rninod houses 
The magaificent new Ooutt has fortunately escaped 
nous damage Some of the walls have cracked and in one 
spot the foundation has subsided Tho Collectorata offices 
a have also escaned with a few cracks and the loss of 
a good deal of plaster Nothing is known yet as to the 
amount of damage done m the Mofussil, but probably it •* 
very great as cntcha houses do not seem to havo sufiered 

SAHLBGANJ 

»t c ° rr03 P Qn ^ en t states that the earthquake was severe 
lasting for about three miuntes It began at 
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1G $0(Madras time)on 12th instant and caused serious damage 
to the Hailway buildings and dwelling houses in tho nativo 
town The wave appeared to bo from south to north) and 
was felt generally throughout the Loopline district Tho 
shock was of a most appalling nature An earthquake of such 
seventy has not been known to have visited those parts for a 
great many years There have been tbreo or four slight 
shocks subsequently, the last having boon folt at about 10 r m 
on Uth instant, bat with no bad results Among othor build- 
ings the Railway station, tho District Traffic Superintendent's 
office and Mechanics' Institute suffered seriously, portions of 
the two latter havirg collapsed entirely and boon rendered 
unsafe, A number of the Railway staff quarters oconpiod by 
Europears were also seriously damaged and some are now un- 
inhabitable No loss of life has so far boon reported, although 
there were several narrow escapes Thanks are due to the 
ladies and gentlemen of the station who kindly ministered to 
the wants of those rendered houseless through the disaster 
Intimation has been received that the station buildings and 
out ofiicos, both np and down the line, have been more or less 
affected, and from all accounts the calamity will entail enor- 
mous expenditure on the part of the East Indian Railway "We 
have had no ram to speak of but the sky is overcast with 
heavy clouds and there are indications of a good downpour 
before long, aud with it the set in of the monsoon it is hoped 

MURSHIDABAD WRECKED 

A correspondent, writing from Mnrshidabad, says that 
Berhampur, the civil station of Mnrshidabad, suffered badly 
from Saturday’s earthquake There is scarcely a bouse which 
has not been damaged, and the destruction to property is 
enormous Fortunately there were no casualties among the 
Fu-opeans of the station, but there were certainly eight or 
nine deaths, possibly more, amoBg the natives of Khagro a n d 
Saidabad Had it not been for the Mohurrum there would 
probably have been many more deaths 
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The shock was first felt about 1 50 P u , and lasted about 
f Li o j minutes The cutcbcrry holdings Lave suffered very set- 
eroly, the wings at either end Laving been utterly destroyed, 
and the roof o! No 1 Barracks, the offico of Mr Lovirgo.the 
Collector, has fallen The Louse of Dr Gordon Price, the Civil 
Surgeon, is completely wrockod, and Jlrs Prito had a very 
nnirow e<capo All tho other buildings iu the square hsvo 
suffered more or loss, and most have either boon or will 
1 ave to bo vncatol The upper storoy pud tho whole of 
one side of the house of Mr Forguson, a silk mcrcLant, 
lolloped, while tho Loudon Mission Chapel ana the Mu* 
n ci pal GlEce wero destroyed Soicml Inrgc seams are 
uj pat ei l in tho upper storey of tho Jail buildings, but the 
lrnia ndtr of the building sceins j retty sound The same may 
be said of the Asylum Considerable damage has been done 
to the College and the clock tower will probably have to bo 
pallid down. 


A bomber or Beggars Killed 
A number of beggars were being fed in a house near Han 
I abu’s when tl e si ock came, and in trying to escape by a nar- 
row passage some of them were bnriod One woman was ex 
t ncated from tho debris five hours after the building foil, with 
no more barm tl an a brokon leg A child has been taken out 
dead, and it w not known how many more are loft Tho wo 
man says there were 30 or 40 persons thero at the time bat it 
is thought that this can hardly bo correct A cloth merchant 
■was killed by a falling liou«e and another woman was taken 


out dead from the rums, while another is known to he buried 
u. der the same pile It is impossible to Bay yet how many 
deaths Lave occuired V_ 

Seveial of the outbuilding, of tho CossimtaV Eajbaii 
(alabarani Somomojee) wore nreol ed, and ona deAH !• n 
iortad The Mabaram and her homobold i.ero noLured 
•bl A.lmto.h Ho, 1 , bouse era, badl, t»» 

of t'e'T 7” t,U ” d Fr0ni ,b " ™“°« appeVce 

death, -iTu «>«™ ivere out tor. 

tel. graphic comraumcatiou b„ been .topped, a!jd it 
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is impossible to ascertain bow adjoining towns have fared. It 
is reported that nearly every bouse in Azimganj, where the 
great Jain bankers reside, is wrecked, and that eight dead 
bodies have been found. The Imambara at ilurshidabad has 
been wrecked, and great harm has been done to the Palace, 
Mr Keogh's factory at Snjapur has been partially destroyed. 

Narrow Escape of the Nawab. 

Further shocks of earthquake were felt at Berhampur on 
Sunday, but they did not work any havoc. Fuller details of 
the effect of the thoSk atllnrshidabad reveal that every house 
in the bazar was wrecked, and several persons were killed. 
The Nawab Bahadur had a' very narrow escape, the whole 
room in which he was sitting falling in jnst as ho reached the 
door. His escape is the moro remarkable as be is quite 
paralysed, and was only carried out in the nick of time . 

It is almost certain that the effect of the earthquako will 
increase the numbers on famine relief. 


{7ht Englishman, Thursda j, Juki 17, 1S97.) 

A CITY UNDER REPAIR. 

SEVERAL FATALITIES IN THE DISTRICTS. 

It seems as if our anticipations were to bo fulfilled in tbo 
most litoral sense, and that tho work of destruction bogun by 
the earthquake was to bo completed by tho Monsoon rams, 
which lmvo regularly set in. Yesterday’s heavy rain did an 
infinitude of harm all over Calcutta, bringing down the shat- 
tered and dilapidated portions of buildings that in some cases 
overhung tho slroots, aud further injuring tho property that 
had almost escaped tho original disaster. A part of tho roof 
balustrade of St. John’s Church has como down, leaving an 
ngly gap, and tho fissure on the northern portico has widened 
considerably. On Chowringhi, tho aspect of things has not im- 
proved. Dr. VTood'a honso is in a tottering condition. Tho 
front rooms and verandahs have come down, and tho portico 
lioa fully three inches off the boose. The drawing-room in tha 
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second floor is a maw of rums, tho nails have cared in, and 
the openings in the roof lot tho daylight into the rooms Here 
good deal of damage was done to pictures and furnitcTe, and 
Dr Wood, at onco taking in tho dangerous situation, has re- 
moved from the premises At No 2t Chowringln, occupied by 
Mr Norman, tho nails havo sprung off , the balustrade has 
fallen upon one of tho hath rooms and smashed it in, and tbs 
place is a total wreck At the time of tho shock, a yourg 
gentleman who was down with fevor had a narrow cscapo At 
hta own request, ho was removed to tho lawn, and got 
dear just m time “ The Palms,” in Middleton Bow, owned 
by Mr Gubhoy and leased to Mrs Monk, whore eight gentle- 
men were patting up, has snfferod Huge cracks are to be sees 
in nearly every room, and the place is uninhabitable Messrs 
McIntosh Burn and Company have taken tho repairs in hand, 
hut during the heavy rams the work of building and repairs 
is interrupted 

Workmen are actively engaged m repairing tho damag® 
done to the High Court The part most seriously damaged 
is a portion of the northern verandah, which the engineer, 
after inspecting the whole building, has condemned, and 
which, it is said, will have to be dismantled The damage 
the southern verandah and the Judges’ veiandah are 
of a less senous nature, although there are ugly ciacks ia 
both None of the Court rooms suffered any damago Th® 
only room which sustained any damage was that of Mr 
Justice 0 Kinealy, the roof and the walls being badly cracked 
in several places The tower is in a dangerous condition 
All the Judges *at in Court yesterday, with the exception of 
Mr Justice 0 Kinealy, who is atfll detained at Darjiling 


PROGRESS OP DISMANTLING 

On the Sunday following the shook, workmen were busy 
dismantling the tottering portions of damaged buildings 
he comparatively newly built portico of Dr Feldstem® 
^ouseinDhurrumtollah Street, which had collapsed, and 
uicu still proved a source of further danger, had been ex* 
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poditiously cleared Tie nt oE the build °g. "!'■<* 
appears unaftoctod, mil adm.t of repairs being carried out. 
l'ho repaus to St Andrew’s Cliurcb, which has been badly 
damaged, will bo taken in baud almost immediately The 
premises of Messrs Arlington and Co , in Old Court Honso 
Street, which hare been very seriously damaged, ore already 
undergoing rejairs, as atso the damaged steeple of the 
Church of Our Lady of Dolours Sereral other buildings 
in various parts of the town woro also taken in band yesterday 
for repairs. Notbin’g is being done yet to the Lall Bazar 
Police Office, the Coroner s Court, uod the Old Church Girls’ 
Parochial Home, all of which have been condemned Messrs. 
Moore’s bouse, on tho Esplanade, is still untouched, aud com- 
plaints bavo boon made to} us of what is said to constitute 
a puhlio danger 

Mr F J Slnrcore a pleador of the Small Cause Court, 
who residos with his family in a two Btoreyed house in Ripon 
Street, hod to vacate lus house on Saturday night on seeing 
that it was falling to pieces He stayed for the night with a 
friend, leaving all his heavy furniture and belongings behind 
him On Sunday morning ho went to the house he had left 
and iriod to induce coolies to have his things removed, but to 
no purpose No ono would venture to npproach the premises 
On account of its dangerous position, and Mr Shircore, with 
every inducement imaginable, cannot get his furniture out 
It still remains in the dilapidated house 

Tho Small Cause Couit, which was slightly damaged by 
the shock, was leaking very much yestorday, so much so that 
Mr Ormond, the Chiof Oudge, had to get his bench removed. 

Several houses have collapsed in "Wellesley Street Mr 
C E. Eoscant who occupies house No 75, has been put to 
considerable mconvemonco Fissures are to bo seen in every 
part of the structure, the walls homg laid opon from top to 
bottom It is more than likely that tho building will bo 
condemned and rebuilt 

Houses Nos 50 and 51 (Wellesley Street), which have 
been “ to lot” for some time, have boon completely wrecked 
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House No 1% close to the Tree Church o£ Scotland, ha 
tumbled to pieces, and fcho inmates have deserted the place 
Two untenanted houses have collapsed in Bipon Street 
(N 09 5 and 22), and will have to be rebuilt 


PERISHABLE STOCK 


Messrs Bevan and Company’s piauo show rooms in Oli 
Court House Street have been very badly damaged In the 
centre wall of the building there is a gaping crack., which Lm 
widened since the heavy rains Several valuable new cottage 
pianos have been smashed by falling debris, but luckily a hand 
some King Louis grand, valued at Bs 8,000, the first of if* 
kind imported into this country, escaped destruction Messrs 
Osier and Company’s promises stood the shock firmly The 
huge chandeliers of their glassware rooms swayed to and fro, 
but the damage to stock was slight Messrs Hamilton and 
Company’s handsome building m Old Court House Street was 
practically unaffected The top floor was a bit shaken, bat 
there was no damage boyond some cracks in the walls 

No groat damage was done to the Homan Catholic Cathe- 
dral at Moor^hyliattaor to the Cathedral House Iho building 
which has suffored most sovorcly soems to be the Catholic Bow 
Bazar Chapol, tho one winch was marked ont for demolition 
and enlargement St Aguos’s Day School at Howrah, which 
is only ronted by tbe Sisters, has been totally wrecked 

Tho Bible Society’s building m Lhownnghi, though a 
comparatively new one, has suffered badly, and it is closed in 
by half rninod houses 


Th, rcdenco ot tk Maharaja of Dnrhhnngo ho, .offered 
fo lorn ertout Icido, tho arch nay, have opened, and th. 
reception room, hare -offered Tho room, facing net are 
J much .halea, and deep crach,, iomo tno to three uicle, 
-de, on Tha ^ „ vacant at the 

of enTcr,r'r!"i f 01 "’ "“I"' 1 ' ^ all ft. place* 

cniertfuumoat have como off well 
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THE ALIPUR 3 AIL 

Hr Lartsjore's Experiences 
Sir A D Larynioro, the Superintendent, gavo a reporter 
tbo following account of tiio Alipnr Jail daring the earth* 
quake — The main trail) and the outer walls hnvo stood tho 
shock wonderfully well, considering that this is the oldest 
building m tho city, our records going so far back ns 1707. 
The walls surrounding tho wards have becomo cracked in 
many places, and m ana instance the walls havo fallen, but m 
no respect has there been risk to either tho safety or tho hfo 
of tho pn onor« Ona of our employes, who resides at the back 
of tho Tail, and who was away from homo at tho time, re- 
ceived a message to tho effect that Ins wifo was dangerously 
ill Ho hurried homo, and found that sho had fainted ire 
endeavouring to get out of bc~ house bnends having heard 
of the occurrence rendered her assistance I myself had 
gone up to Mr Fuchs’ on a bicyclo to enquiro about 
a sick horse I reached tho General Hospital gate as the 
Cathedral clook struck five and probably was in Mr ruclis’ 
compound within three minutes from that time On 
arriving at Ins portico I beard tlio falling of bricks 
and plaster from tho walls and roofs I also saw clouds 
of dust coming out through the windows When 1 
erne out I hoard that an earthquake had takon placo 
At this moment a lady rushed out with a child in her 
arms and called for ns to come away, as tho houso was falling 
1 joined her in tho compound, to which place two gentlemen 
from then houses had also come I now observed that the 
caitli was shaking badly I beard a loud report, and a syce 
shouting out that the church had fallen Tho horses woro 
now released from their stables and seemed in a great state of 
excitement The dogs barked, and the pet kangaroo leaped 
•about lu a frantic manner 

A few minutos attor that all was calm and still , and I 
felt nothing more Re mounting my bicyclo I now proceed* d 
to the Cathedral, and tliero found that a large portion of tho 
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flpiTo had come down One of tho clergymen bad alr°ady ar. 
rived, and told mo that bo thought there wai going to b* 
another earthquake Ho asked mo if I had boon inside to sea 
whofc damage had been dono, 1 said no X am inclined to 
think, and hare since coma to tbe conclusion, that union 
the earth actually opened, tho bicycle is the best thing to h* 
on m an earthquake 

Since the earthquake I have had intimation from a Ja'2 8 
number of jails and sub jails to tbe effect that much damaja 
had been dono to them In many instances the outer walk 
were thrown down rendering extra caution in tho matter of 
guarding necessary But so far as I have bean informed 
not a single life has been lost 


11Y FIRST EARTHQUAKE. 

£fB 01I 1 CORRKSPO'iDE'iT.] 

lly experiences ot the recent seismic convulsion were, I 
fear, very tame It was my good fortune to be on the 
Haitian, about 200 yards from Chowringbi, when tho terrible , 
event took place For tho first couple of minutes 1 I 
could not make out what was the matter with mo, as 1 
veritably reeled to and fro like a drunken man However, 
the disturbance made by falling bouses in Chowrmghi foon 
brought me to myself, and I thought • “ Well, I sup 
pose this must he an earthquake ” It may have been 
imagination, but I thought I d.stinctly saw waves rolling 
across the sea of grass. By tbe time the two last shocks 
and worst of all— had knocked me about, I felt « 
tremely squeamish, not to say ill It was my first and I 
hope my last experience of an earthquake And yet a friend 
of mine -as a, so on the Marfan, and was qmto unaware that 
anything had taken place, until ho returned to find his house 

m rather a dilapidated state, which, to say the least of it, « 
very canons. 


AN UNREASONING IMPULSE 

— uL'rrr ( ' Vr ' tes *" otW ™rro,po„,ionl) may M 
B a itwV o! accumulating information H»t 
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fa appearing m the Englishman, and may help to ron<W 
it a alii! tnoro complete record of the event First 
regarding this preceding noise I was standi ng by a wall 
and heard tho cover to bo- forgotten sound just as m 
1883 I never evon stopped to think I know what it 
knoant Being entirely alone, I t"as out of the room, down a 
passage and across a landing dn to tho stairs, sevcnty-nmo, to 
get down, so gbod cause for haste, before any real vibration 
even commenced This was an unreasoning impulse which I 
fcannot explain, for bone could anticipate the seventy of the 
earthquake Secondly, as to tho movement of tho ground I 
was standing in a group where tho trams stop m Clivo 
Street At tho first actual wavo we all reeled, and t 
was caught by a Baba Afterwards wo woro all swaying in 
bmson as on tbe deck of a steamer 


DEATH OF A ZEMINDAR 
MaLda — The earthquake shock was felt very inlonsely 
in the distnet, and has caused immense damage in tho towns 
of English Bazaar and Old Matda whero noarly ovary pucca 
houso is in rums On the Dearah lands all over tho district 
large cracks have formed on the ground, from which 
water was thrown up during tho earthquako, and m many 
places the ground has sunk govern! feot , near Ohanchal, 
b field covering some nine or ton bigahs has sunk In 
English Bazaar tne Government buildings are all serious- 
ly damaged , almost the entire upper storey of the cut* 
Chary building will have to bo demolished and the Cir- 
cuit House is also in a ruinous condition Tho Magistrate's 
house and District Superintendent s bouse are practically in 
rum9, and the officials aro all living in tents Soma five or 
six deaths only have occurred, and this is due to tho earth- 
quake occurring m the day time Babu Bhagaban Chan- 
dra Chaudhan, the principal zemindar of English Bazaar 
town, was baned in the rnins of the honse and the body was 
not recovered for several hours Babu Ram Narain Ba nner . 
ji, Deputy Magistrate, was seriously injured by the \er 
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andali falling upon him as he was helping I119 wife ont if it* 
honae Some ten or twelve small shocks havo since occurred 
and shocks are still occnmng 


JAMALPGR. 

At abont 4-30 P M., on the 12th instant, jnat after the fint 
heavy downpour of rain this season, which came ns a welcon* 
tribute to the parched earth and suffering humanity, withoat 
any premonitory warning whatever, a peculiar subterranesa 
none was heard, striking all the inhabitants with dismay, and 
in less than eight minutes our pretty little station had boms 
the shook of a severe earthquake and showed signs of dem 
tation deplorable to witness At the first sign of alarm, tiers 
was a general stampede towards the open, and for 7J muratM 
the inhabitants had to enduro the convulsive motion of the 
earth and to witness the crash of falling buildings round aim! 
m , ,? r a ° l " e wot * 5 k°P* and offices have sustained 

H* 1 , Cr . a ° dama S e , the earthquake having seemingly con* 
ntruted its principal action upon the high bntld.ngs m 
’ 1 " ch ' Ih,b ' 1 "'m.t.ke.bl. pn »t, .Ml. 
*! ' “" m "f- •tfb.l.tj the/ bare recflnllj 

rrrir ^^y *° » 

1 J 0 c | fte , j° t p 0r 1 0pi h "'"S ^ Qa proriotul, cloiod It 


UILODill. 

";■« •« sr d ““ s " ,o r* 

of the place, w», i.„m , , I A Ghnzmao, a zemindar 

*•« 

wall* of the baildmg r 0 ll t l„ d «»cape Outside, wlion two 

•n Tb. boa.. „ z Z:zr p, ’ M ’ j*,. .«i 

AM«r Uohman Khan Chowdt, 40 ““other zemindar, 

.. a:\zi<r,':r rhM > » 

***• down r nil" The *n . on ^ lt, h’ to atiotber mnfn* 
a« been rent asunder, and 
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sand and hotwater have been forced up io tbs surface from a 
depth of 15 to 20 feet. No such earthquake has occurred in the 
memory of any living man here. The shocks have not yet- 
ceased. We have been having smaller shocks up to now. The 
country folks fully believe tho world is coming to an end. 
Fortunately no life has yet been lost, but tha whole place is in 
a state of perfect panic. 


^ KRISHNAGAR. 

The houses of Europeans and Natives hero have suffered 
great damage from tho earthquake j scarcely a house escaped 
injury. The Krishnagar College has Buffered very severely, 
the spire of tho Protestant Church fell through tho roof ; tho 
Collector’s house is uninhabitable ; only about two rooms in 
tho Judge’s house are safe. The District Superintendent’s 
house is so injured as to be totally unsafe ; tho house lately 
occupied by the Joint-Magistrate is completely in ruins, all 
ibo verandahs and roofs having fallen ; the Mission houses and 
tho Mission school also bore the shock badly. The houses of 
the natives fared no better. The rains which hare just set in, 
will complete the ruin. On Sunday there was a thunderstorm 
which was scarcely less terrifying than tho earthquake. 

BHAGALPUR. 

Extract from a letter, No. 19, dated the 14th Juno, 1897,. 
from the Magistrate of Bhagalpur to the Commissioner of 
Bhagalpnr : — “ I have tho honour to report that a violent 
earthquake was experienced hero about &p. M. on Saturday, 
12th instant. The shock lasted four or five minutes. Very 
considerable damage has been done to house orqnertv.ui 
tho town, but so far I have only heard of the loss ona> 
life. With tho exception of the church, no Government 
buildings suffered severely. The roof of tho church, p 
regret to say, fell in and mined the building, j have 
telegraphed to tho District Engineer, who is in North 
Bhagalpur, to return here to arrange for the removal of the 
diiris from tho interior of the church building.” 
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SINKING OF THIRTEEN BIGHAS. 
Cbanchal.'Malda -A heavy .hook: was fait here at l p. », 
lailLDg about three'minutet, It I, nowWnt 10.30 A. „ , aaj 
another eleven ' .hooki have bean perceived. ' 1 Senon. darng. 
" d “°“ l “ lte P“ cm building, of the local Rajbati. Oat el 
about 140 rooms, both u PI ior and lower floors not a tuwle 
room ..left without damage, and they cannot be n.ed wilholl 
risk ot life. The Raja and family have been living in thatch. 
Cd bouse.. Report, received that foTTr bigha, of land m Bara- 
nan, jailer and nine high., in Kabaiajalktr have ,nnk don. 
Breaks have been noticed at Shthipnr, Jlobarnkpnr a»J 
oana, rom ‘which -water i 9 seen rising up. Buildings at 

oTi T” a,, ° ,Mlmed damage more 'or less. No to. 
oi lue ss reported. i » ». i i 


raniganj. 

Sand»v 0 n C Mo 0t eorlt 8"“b» ™> Ml bare on 

I 11.1 clock (noon), not cansing any damage. The 

Go 1! :°i belonging to the Railway, and ih. 

lbo,e,™^ otVrfoedh < i mC °n tl1 ” '‘‘f" r" tic “ lor, f- AH 

Measures **1 ij ” , ,,g ^ ° ^ standing, are very unsafe, 
a d R ^ l” , t rt 1 ” tol, ‘ * “■» Government 

Ibo last two day. It , t . rlo , lc ^ from tho wcalbtr 

‘bo l lg bl„„,g bch,g „ ,„ ere ™‘ h »“« lightning, 

hero It. track three natito,' inn, ° ° U '° " na, ‘ 

•»y, « timtlar accident no™ " : ’S ‘bom.imtantly, .trange to 

-“nbontthe.ametimo.wnngflv^at: 8 ^ 


At about 4,30 r.it. .h„ ASSAIiS0I/ ' 
and then a tremor, which be!.”” “ ' llsht rD “Hi”E «oi 
- th. homes sw.yca to „„d 7" T “°™ l— 

'"■* •«-.! JLZ Veil ^ "'V^ banged. 

leoic, in rations stage, of undress t .1 * ra,b,n 8 of lb 
i which caused some xima 
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inWt afterwards, natives were in a visible- state of 

Jon's teraat ion, brf£,th^fatnte was shared by everyone more or 
lesa^'it'Pocfd^eal^pj damage Las been done in the station 
and a jq SrVtF ^wOni an was slightly injured. Oar dear little 
church was^rendered unsafe for tho next day's services, the 
side aisles suffering most. Many of the double-storeyed build- 
ings, occupied by tho railway employes, have been considerab- 
ly damaged some being uninhabitable, through the rain pour- 
ing throngh the cracks. 

I lam afraid the poor Clerk of Works will have his hand- 
Jail for some months to come in doing repairs, etc. Everyone , 
/agrees in saying that it was the most rninous earthquake that 
they have ever felt. 


SUM. 

An earthquake was felt here on tho 12th instant at 5 p.m. 
and lasted slightly over five rainntos. At Sari some of the 
older buildings suffered, tbe Jail shgbtly, the Collectoi’s 
bouse badly, and tho Baja’s and Judge’s slightly. Some of the 
fissures woro from, top to bottom of tbo bouses mentioned. 
In tbe district, so far a* is known, only tbo masonry buildings 
have been damaged. Tho rumble began a few seconds beforo 
15 o’clock, and the buildings continued to sway till a few 
seconds after 5-5 o’clock. Severe damage has been done 
to tho Baja of Hetampur’s College building, but tho damage 
is not irreparable. 

A slight shock was felt at about I o’clock on the 13th, 
but it lasted scarcely a minute, and some per.-ons did not no- 
tice it. 


PHILOSOPHICAL ELEPHAKTS. 

Eortit UtntULl'jni.— A severe shock passed over this part 
of tbo country at 4-50 P. it. It was felt in Madhipura, Latona, 
Pipra Bazar, Humana, Diwnngnnj, Partabganj, Poaluwa, and 
Darblianga, covering a wido area. It created qnite a oanic in 
tho bazar-, Interfering with the Mohnrrnm festivities. Every- 
where people rushed from their houses for safely, Pucca 
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buildings swayed to the extent of nine mcbes Two have col 
lapsed and many others are cracked and damaged Msoj 
people fainted, and two died from the effects in Partalgllj 
Two elephants sat down in Pipra Bazar 


PDRNEAH 

At Ksladnrah Factory we experienced a Tory severe shoot of 
oarthqnake at aboat six minntes to Sp it , by my clock on tto 
2ih, and there were three smaller shocks daring the even 
g and night We hare also had four shocks (slight onsa) 

. ^ e,tert * a ^ aQI * at night Lots of damage dons 

o ui ings The ground has craclod, forming gaps of two 
reo feet, for over a mile going north and south and 
over a couple 0 f square miles of country 


DOOMKA (SONTHAL PAR GAN AS) 

s.toirzr^*' ™ ,e,ii8re >w s? *« 

1 rec " boueo in the elation which ta 

top to bottom" “CS. M bB ' nB CraCl ° d “* 

the current ,.,JX ““ Tb ° d,tecl,OT 

tally two minutes SM ‘ *“ " Ml 14 '“ ted ! ° r 


PURULIA 

tionon Sunday ^tahn °” rlliqnafc8 was experienced in this )l 
The none ^ 4 H.dway t,m, 

d,J Ml !*’t more than el. “j. ” .jf*^ 1 *** “”5 ‘be tremble 


All,h.„ Ai,IU0ANJ(aDnSaiDA BAD) 

1«» damaged ThTlld A *" DSM J bare been more or 

I'rct woro toil Ad ram'lT * a "’ ° ! Twelve 

’’lach lasted r or c, 0 mmates 1 ‘° B T 10 '" 101 ‘be eboct, 
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THE CALCUTTA SEWERS — AN IMPORTANT 
QUESTION. 

from W. Parsons, Esq , Secretary, Bengal Chamber of 
■Commerce, to W, R. Bright, Esq., 0. S., Officiating Chair* 
■man of the Corporation— 

Sip., — I Lave been directed by the Committee of the 
Chamber to address yon with regard to a matter of consider- 
able importance to the whole resident community, namely, 
the question as to whether or not the underground 
brick sewers have suffered damage from the late severe earth- 
quake. It appears to the Committee that, judging from 
,tho effect of the earthquako on brickwork above ground, 
it is at least probable that the brick-sewers below 
t ground have also Buffered severely, and it would apps&r ab- 
’ eolutely necessary that an immediate and thorough investi- 
gation should bo niade of their condition, especially as a large 
portion of the under-ground sewers is now nearly thirty years 
■old. The durability and consistency of the cement employed 
in their construction has repeatedly been called in question, 
and is, tbo Committee believe, admitted to be defective. It 
is impossible lo suppose that the sustained and continuous 
shocks of earthquake experienced on tbo evening of the 12th 
instant, have not inflicted any damage on the brick-sewers. 
Fractures in the brickwork would mean, of necessity, serious 
leakages of sewage into the soil, and whon regard is had to 
the fact that the main sowers of the town are in Bow Bazar 
and Dhurrnmtollah, both of tbeso thoroughfares being of 
■considerable length and heavily built upon, the lattor fact 
increasing the lateral pressure on the sewers, the need for 
. prompt actiou is too apparent to admit of argument, and at 
the present season, when tho monsoon is on tbo point of 
sotting in and heavy and continuous rain may be expected, 
tho urgency of the case is still farther accentuated, an extra 
strain being always put upon the sewers when they are 
’ gorged with water. The Committee consider that the case 
^vrill hardly be m«t by ordinary departmental action, and trust 
^hat the Corporation will lake such action, in connection 
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with their Chief Engineer, a. may effectually prerent anj 
injury to the health of the inhabitants of the city — I bars 
the honour to be, lc , (Sd ) W Parsons Secretary 

To Mt W Paraons, Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce Dated Calcutta, 16th Juno 

^ tr »~“^ oflr9 date to hand The matter has already 
attracted my attention, and I hare issued orders for 
a careful examination of tho sewers, boih brick and 
pipe Tho work has been already begun, but yon will 
realize, no doubt, tbat it is one which will necessarily 
take some time I hope to be in a position to give some is 
fo-mation on the anhject to tho General Meeting of Coo 
nmsioners to morrow I havo also wired to Mr Hughes to 
return, aud t will then consult him as to the further measures 
° e i taken You may rely upon it that the matter has, and) 
T\ i r*”l ea,, ' 0<t atlentl0Q 1 have the honor to be, etc. 
W R Bright, Officiating Chairman of the Corporal, oa 

{The Englishman, r ndaj, J une 18, 1897 ) 

A CITY UNdIr REPAIR. 

alamiino condition^ damaged bdildimk 

vJLi:zz :.. s cTz:° 

CA.« tl.o », tone, La, b„»0 do, S’ Ml ■"“■o rn»Jonlyol 
deiperalo condition, h„« a’ T* , " • n “ c,,ts ' “ “ mM 
mi e tenth, ,f Calcutta „ ™‘ , “ a to *”>‘ « Dolf. lot 

while .1 o l “ rn b" .»P»ir=d, 

” i ° i| *» *‘™t> »»a i,u tho'pjr'w 0 ' n’ io “ “ '''“ uw c,ui ‘ 

a demand for builders unco ,he Zld Z’ ™' 

"aterally coace, uod abcet h„ „„„ , E " r J° M ” 

anything hke enough buildort ♦ f nu(I tber0 are not 
“'■ajol 'olaatcer n„l„ s ° S° teead, even inclading the 
llaueeholdtre, tilled m ,h al Jm b‘ u sprung up 

1 hy thociackul and nddleJ 
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condition of tboir dwellings, are by nb means reassured by thd 
perfunctory verdict of the surveyor's emissary. The bouses 
may not bo in so dangerous asiatej as some others, but in 
many instances they ard far froth safe, and at ordinary times 
■would bo instantly abandoned. Much inconvenience has been 
Caused by the heavy rains, which are an immense aggrava- 
tion of the evil. It is not merely a question of fearfally 
leaky robfa ; but there can bo no donbt that damago which 
might have been set right, if promptly attended to, is now 
fast becoming itroparaale. In various places throughout the 
fcity the fodtpaths are roped 62 where some house is ou the 
point Of collapsing, and until extreme cases of this kind ard 
seen toj tho common crowd of sufferers must possess their 
sonl in patience, and grow accustomed to sleeping o'nighta 
under the shadbw of an ovdr present and horrible danger. 

We are sorry to learn that the building of the Na- 
tional Bank has suffered so badly as to necessitate a 
temporary removal, if that is possible. A request On 
behalf of tho Bank has been made to the Committeo Of 
the Dalhousie Instjluto, which is said to be the only 
building available that would answer the purpose. It is 
to be hoped that the Committee will see its way to gr&nt 
the use of the Institute In a time like this, — a time of 
common suffering and mutual help fulness— it would bo de- 
cidedly ungracious to decline, whereas the action of the Com- 
mittee will meet with the cordial approval of the public if 
they agree to assist the bank in its dilemma. Besides, the 
hall of the Institute is hardly used at all at this season. 


HOUSES DESERTED IN CALCUTTA, 

The Board of Revenue buildings are a mass of ruin*. 
The employ 6 a in a body refused to enter the building 
till it was overhauled, and in consequence the offices 
have been removed to tho Home Department* with' tho 
exception of tho Salt and Revenue Branch, which now oc- 
cupies the ground floor. The whole place is falling to pieces, 
The building is about a century old. Th B Chartered Mercantile 
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Bank has been badly shaken The north -wall is hanging 
Qiraj from the building, and will proball/ bare to comedown 
Tl e archwajs iind rooms on tbo top floor aro cracked all over, 
ord tbo place is leaking fearfully Messrs Iwillner nrd Co. 
is ladly damaged 1 hero u not a single room or archway in 
the whole structure that is not cracked In tl o top Cat wooden 
supports are bring put np to } revent the roof from coming 
down There is a huge crack in tbo south end of the 
building, running from top to bottom. Mr Tl 

Mclavtsh’a houso, >o 27, Dalliouiio hqnare, will have to 
be Ihorougbly overhauled, and is vacated at prcient 
The Simla Alliance Bonk has como oil scott free This build- 
ing ranges north and south, and, astonishing as it may seem, 
lir Laugdon, tl e Agent, felt the «t ock to slightly tl at he 
conll bc-djy realise tl at there had been an earthquake of inch 
seventv It is probable that the position of the house may ex- 
plain this 

As yet nothing very serious has occurred in the way of 
falling houses, but groat anxiety prevails The Moocheepara 
Tbana has all but collapsed The constables, about a hundred 
in number, have quitted tbo promisos and taken up their quar- 
ters in adjoining lmts Inspector L 0 B&nerp, whose quar- 
ters are in the office room of the tbana, complains of tbo 
placo bung flooded A start has been made with repairing the 
extensive damage done to the Old Mission Church The work 
was taken in hand since yesterday 


“ A MASS OF RUIhS " 

The Marlborough Hotel in Bentmck Street, an old build 
mg, recently touched up, has beou heavily shaken Five bed- 
rooms at the rear and facirg west are in a very dilapidated 
condition, and will have to be d smantled and rebuilt The 
walls are a mass of ruins and bulge out all tLe way round 
The occupants had to tarn ont promptly The ram yesterday 
literally poured in through the crevices m the roof of one of 
the rooms 
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At Entally the Orphanage and Convent buildings havo 
been much damaged, but although the children were much 
frightened, there waa nothing liko a panic. The Nuns kept 
them well in hand. 

The third flat of the building adjoining the premises of 
Messrs. Jeasop and Co., which is in the occupation of Captain 
Allison, Superintendent of the Sworn Measurers Department, 
is reported to bo dangerously cracked and is expected every 
moment to fall to pieces. A large two-storeyed building in 
Weston's Lane, the residence of Baba Golam Chowdry, of 
Bogra, which had been seriously damaged by the shock, is. 
reported to be in a tottering condition. A portion of the 
verandah has collapsed . ( 

Friends of the Old or Mission Church will be glad to 
know that though tho tower has been injured and is being * 
dismantled, the Church itself is practically unaffected. Tho 
usual services can be held without any inconvenience or risk 
to the congregation. > 

No. 76 Bentinck Street is well known to the ladies of 
Calcutta and the Mofussil B9 a dress-making establishment. 
The earthquake has played sad havoc with the building. 
Every arch has largo gaping cracks, through which daylight 
can ho seen, while the verandahs at the two end« are in im- 
minent danger of falling away. As a matter of course, the 
occupiers havo been obliged to remove, therebj suffering 
great pecuniary loss, apart from the difficulty of carrying on 
tboir business. It will be necessary to rebuild a large portion 
of the upper flat before it can again be safely occupied. 

The Loretto Honso in Middleton Row has escaped won- 
derfully. There are several cracks in the building, especially 
in tho south wall, which will probably have to be renewed, at 
least in part. Tho Roman Catholic Church adjoining has 
boen cracked in several places. Tho steeple 13 injured, and 
part of it, it is feared, will havo to be pulled down. 

A double-storeyed building, No. 9 Metcalfe Street, has. 
been abandoned. So serious were the damages that the resid- 
ents were forced to pass the first night in the open air, seat- 
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fid on chairs On the following day they removed to a bouse 
m Circular Road 

At St John's on Sunday, the Jubilee service* will be of- 
fered in the morning, and the -alms during the day will bo de- 
voted to the Building Fund of St Mary’s House of Chanty 
A largo part of this house has been totally wrecked 


WORK FOR THE SURVEYORS 
At the United Service Club, there are large cracks in the 
v*randah, oS the dining room , and on the landing of the top 
floor, the cornices have fallen The front of the building is 
badly fissured The Clnb chambers, in No 55 Park Street 
and No 1 Kyd Street, have also suffered, a crack separating 
the verandahs slightly from the house Workmen are busy 
here, and matters will soon be set straight 

Messrs Kopp and Company and the glassware and 
crockery rooms of Messrs Whitoaway Laidlaw and Company 
have been lucky But at the forme- establishment, two 
rooms in the east wing of the second flat occupied by Mr 
Coheq wero deeply cracked , these are being repaired Mr 
Kapp has secured some interesting photographs of the 
damage on the Eastern Bengal Railway These will prove an 
interesting souvenir of the disaster 

Messrs Bourne and Shepherd, Cbowringhi, have boon bad 
sufferers Hugo cracks, some inche* deep, are visible on all 
sides of their show rooms on tho second flat, as well as in tho 
offices adjoining In ono corner of their " ro*toucliing ” room 
therp is a gaping crack rnnnmg from top to bottom, and the 
rpm has brought out much brick and mortar during the past 
tffo days In tho " dressing -oom” there are similar damages, 
and the “ dark ’ room is injured Mr Murray s dining 
room on tho third loft has been very seriously damaged 
The large building m tho occupation of Messrs Atkinson 
Brothers has beau severely shaken Soma walls of tho top flat 
Will have to ba rebuilt, and others will have to be tie roddod 
In the middle flat, a portion of the verandah will have to he 
reewfod and a portion strengthened. There are cracks tp bu 
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seen on all sides, and leakage is doing more harm. Mr. A. 
Stephen’s honse, Ho. 38, Chowringhi, is in a bad way. Bat 
for the resent strengthening of the ground floor with iron 
columns and portland cement arches, to say nothing of the 
recently-built rooms which act as buttresses, tho top floor 
would in all probability have collapsed. Some of tbe arch oi 
are badly cracked and several of the walls will hare to ho 
rebuilt. 

About the only houso in Cbowringhi that has escaped 
is the residence of’ Mr. Hem Chunder Gossain, which only 
shows a fow trifling cracks. All the rooms are traced with 
tic-rods. Messrs. Macintosh, Burn and Oo. inspected the pre- 
mises yesterday and pronounced them as “ sound as a hell.” 
Dr. Cotoley’s house in Chowringhi ha* boon much shaken. 
, The gaping walls in some parts oi the rooms hare widened 
since the rains, and there is a good deal of leakage. 


A SMASH AT GARDEN REACH, 
perhaps the property of the North-West Soap Company 
at Garden Reach has suffered as much as any in Calcutta. It 
comprises a large two-storeyed bouse,which formerly holongod 
to the King of Oudb, and a modern soap factory with large 
chimney-stack and engine-house. None of the new buildings 
or the chimney are injured in any way, but tbe bouse has sus- 
tained considerable damage. The upper flat is occupied 
by the manager, while the lower floor is used as offices. 
An inspection of the building shows that the large veran- 
dahs, upper and lower, which ran tbe whole length of 
the building on the south side, fell outwards, carrying 
with them the roof and outer wall of an upper room be- 
hind. This room was used as a drawing-room, while the 
one below was occupied as an office. The roof of the upper 
room, which was of very heavy concrete, came smashing down 
pu to the floor below, which in its turn broke through with 
the heavy weight, and the resulting amalgam was a mixture of 
smashed furniture, bric-k-brac, broken pictures, finely pow- 
dered concrete, office books, pud splintered chairs and tables. 
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A piano, after various vibration*, landed in ft much smashed 
condition on the ground door, so that the coolies who 
came to remove it had not the trouble of carrying it 
downstairs. The rooms that remain standing on the tipper 
floor are pronounced by the surveyor to be unsafe, ond will 
most probably have to he removed entirely Satnrday be- 
ing a holiday the office was closed, so that no clerics were pre* 
sent, and there was no loss of life or any injury to any one 
All the books were dog out of the dtbrit by Sunday night 
and work proceeded AS usual on Monday morning 

la Garden Beach, Messrs John King and Co ’s engine 
works have been completaly wrecked, and considerable damage 
has been done to the property of the firm. Mr Deveria, man- 
ager of the work shop, who lived on the premises, has tut 
tamed severe loss in the destruction of his personal property, 
including a valuable piano The building utilised for the 
Garden Reach thana is reported to be in a dangerous state. 
A wall on the north side of the building has recently collapsed. 
Inspector Faria removed Ins family io the Loose of a friend, 
while over fifty police constables have been located for the 
present in tbo stables of the Army Remount BepCt The 
Bhowanipur Thana is reported to be equally dangerous the 
staff of policemen, about eighty, run some risk of bein'* 
crush de to death 

DAMAGE TO RAILWAYS 

LINE AND STATION WRECKED AT NtLPHAMARI 

We are indebted to the acting Manager of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway for the following particulars of dam 
ago done to railways — 

On tl e Eastern, Southern and Budge Budge section the 
permanent way and bridges were practically undamaged, the 
one exception being a bridge at Panchooria, which was re- 
ported unsafe for trains Bat stations and buildings snffered 
to some extent, the duration and seventy of the earth shocks 
being apparently about the same OTer these sections as in 
Caleutta 
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On tho Northern suction from Sara to Atrai, the porma- 
wtnt way nud earthwork wore not much disturbed, hat three 
bridges over the Barral, Baraloo and Atrai rivers were 
reported unsafe tor trams 

From Atrai, mile 39, to Saidpnr, the bank has sank or 
been upl eared and the rails thrown out ot lino in m«ny 
places At Niljliaman, milo 132, the stolion*yard and the 
line on either side are reported to be absolutely wrocked 
Not Evri Trollt Service 

On tho remaining portion up to Siligari, the worst dam- 
age was done between mile 1 54, near CL ill nti and milo 1G5 
near Wanda Ghat Fnll particulars bare not been received, 
bat it is understood that permanent way, earthwork, bridge* 
and station buildings me all so ftnonsly affected by the 
earthquake ot the 12 th and subsequent shocks up to the 
l4lh, that not even a trolly service can he established until 
considerable time and labour has been spent in carrying out 
repairs 

On the Bebar section the line near Katibar was disturb- 
ed by earth cracks crossing the bonk, but the damngo was no 
so serious as on the Northern sections Commumca ion be- 
tween tbo Behar and Northern sections was interrupted for a 
time owing to damage to bridges between Dinagepur and Par- 
batipur, the principal bridge reported unsafe being that over 
the Atrai river Communication was restored by the 14th 
bj trolly service over the bridge, and subsequently by pushing 
carriages over. 

On the Dacca Section 

Trains could ho passed between Narayanganj and Dacca 
after the earthquake Two days later the line was open to 
Gafergaon, and is expocted to ho ready for trains to Bali* 
para in a day or two From Balipara to near Mymensmg tho 
bank has sunk and cracked, displacing and twisting the 
rails so that about six miles of line has to be lifted and relaid. 
East or pABBAiiPira 

The line through Bnngpar to Kaunia 19 reported unsafe 
throughout for train*, and tho same report has been received 
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regarding the narrow gauge lines leading tt> Jatrapur &nd 
Kuch Behar The reports received from all stations on t lies 9 
lines speak of cracks along and across the line, from which 
sand and water welled up and spread over the rails Tha 
craka and sinking of the gronnd have caused ft general dis- 
placement of the permanent way throughout, bending rails 
and breaking joints 

VANISHING VILLAGES IN PtJfcNA. 

A correspondent from Nakaha, in the district of Puhna* 
m a letter to a European merchant in Calcutta, states that 
five or sir tillages near the Jammuna River “ are altogether 
missing " He adds that up to the motmng of the I4th thera 
had been about twenty shocks Tho correspondent says no 
thing of the mhaoitants of the vanished villages, but it can 
scarcely bo that they have been swallowed np too News of 
such a fearful calamity would surely have reached us from 
some more authentic source 


8ERAJGANJ 

Your etcellent collection of news about the earthquake 
contains nothing so far about Serajganj We have suffered 
very much The post office fell in, and they have not yet ie-i 
coverld all the property from the mini The jute mill cmm J 
ney was snapped m halves, the water pipes hurst, and such 
injury ) fts been done that all work has been suspended 
The Civil Court has been badly injured* tha Jail 
wall thrown down, and the Local Board building has sunk 
leverftl inches in the gronnd m front The Subdivisions! 
Office has been mined, and Messrs Landflle and Clark’s 
pucca house has become a complete wreck A street of pucca 
houses in tho Ganj has boon destroyed The only pucca 
nonses which have escaped scathless are a Hindu tomple and 
tho Telegraph Office The Llhot Bridge has bent up m the 
middle— a new iron arch girder bridge The Municipal Hos- 
pital has fallen in The road ''has gone down a foot or two in 
••serai places, and great fissures two to four feet wide have' 
\ 
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opened out. Water cane up from the ground and filled sever- 
o! old tanks. A canal threo or four miles long froquonlod in 
the rains by julo boats, and 15 to 20 foot doop has been filled 
np and overflown with sand. Tbo most wonderful thing of 
all is that there has been no loss of Iifo. 

Another Account. 

On Saturday Serajganj was tinted by a sovoro earth* 
quako, doing a lot of damage to the station, Tho weather, 
though hot and muggy, had. givon no indications of 
any disturbance of 'this kind, and towards tho orening 
it was cooler than it had been for somo days nnd a 
littlo rain bad fallen at mid-day. At a littlo nftor 5 r.M. n 
muffled rumbling sound was beard sounding vory like a 
strong wind from tbo north, followed immediately by ono 
prolonged and severe shock of oarikqnako, lasting 3fc minutes 
—slighter vibrations continuing for a long time afterwards. 
The ground heaved liko a ship at soa and walking was impos- 
sible. As soon as tho first shocks had diminished, tho ground 
opened all round, nnd volumes of black mud ponred over tho 
earth, tho cfloct being horriblo in nppoaranco. Shocks of 
moro or loss intensity havo continued till this morning 
(16th.) 

Tho damago done hero is enormous. Tbo Sorajganj Juto 
Company’s mill is vory badly domngod, about ono quarter oE 
tho chimney having fallen on tho building, nnd tho walls havo 
in many places sunk considerably. Tho wholo concern will 
most probably havo to bo entiroly rebuilt. Tho manager’s 
and assistants’ bungalows huvo all boon badly damaged, and 
all tho company’s European employes are now living in tents 
The house of tho Subdivisional Officer is totally wrecked and 
is only held together by tho iron bars in tho building. Tbo 
Telegraph Office, however, which is vory close at hand, seems 
to have received little or no harm. Tho Post Office has col* 
lasped entirely, and tho Munsiff’s courts havo also beon dam- 
aged. Messrs. Lan’dalo and Clark's manager’s bungalow is 
in ruins, and Messrs. Mactavish’s bungalow has boon badly 
shaken. Tho roads have suffered a groat deal here, largo rents, 
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both Jeep and very broad in gome places, appearing all over 
the elation, and rendering driving about impossible, as m 
parts the roads have sunk leaving a drop of 6 to 10 inches 

In Ihe native quarter, almost every one of the paces* 
houses have been damaged, the one occupied by the Bank of 
Bengal being the most injured A big " koteo” of Baba 
Neem Chaod, a native banker, collapsed, killing two persons 
In its fall Reports from outside state that a lot of damage has 
been done m some villages through the ground sinking, bat 
no loss of life Tanks have sunk m some places and in others 
the bottom appears to have been forced up Almost all the 
pucca wells havo been broken and filled up vnlh mud. Tho 
earthquake has been the most severe ever Tcnown even in tho 
memory of tho oldest inhabitant 

MESSAGE TO MURSHIDABAD. 

Tho Nawab Begum telegraphed yesterday to tho Collec- 
tor of Marshidabad as follows — “ Deeply distressed at 
hearing great damage done by earthquake at Morskidabad. 
Bending Rs 200 for immediate relief of sufferers, and will bo 
glad to contribute further on your communicating with me ,f 
Her Highness has subscribed Rs. 50 to the Building Fund of 
St Mary s Home Damage has been done to the building of 
Her Highness at Murshidadad The Imambara, with its 
furniture, is completely wrecked The Rajah’s kotee and 
garden house havo fallen down The Ban Deon has been 
badly cracked 


THE COL ABA INSTRUMENTS. 

Curiously enough, although there were no earthquako 
manifestations in Bombay, cortaia phenomena wero noticed at 
'j.u. Satastag erowug wbvtV. wAaued Mr Moos, tho 
Director of tho Government Observatory, to send an urgent 
telegram to the Meteorological Roporter to tho Government 
o! India at Simla informing him that “ Eye observations of 
barometer declination and horizontal force at four o’clock 
1?ete vltiatQd by saddon and violent oscillations ” Tho same 
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eanthwavo which appears to have passed Agra at 4*30 (Agra 
local time) and to have affected Calcutta so seriously at 5-30 
(Calcutta local time) must have been very probably the cause 
of the disturbance in tho instruments at Oolaba. Though not 
the slightest perceptible earth tremor or any other indication 
of the passage of the wave was detected at Colaba, beyond the 
disturbance in tho instruments, the phenomenon was con* 
sidered sufficiently serious, as subsequent events have shown 
to justify an urgent warning messago to Simla, 


’ JALAPAHAR. 

Mr. Carter, tho Rector of St Paul’s School, Darjiling, 
writes to say that not the slightest trace of damage has been 
done to the three newest blocks of buildings at this school, 
namely, Bishop Johnson Hall, Bishop Cotton Hall, and 
Bishop Milman Hall. Nor wa« any serious damage dono to 
the old school beyond the displacement of plaster and the 
fall of a weak, useless gable wall. The Rector's house had 
a large quantity of plaster knocked down, but docs not seem 
to bo otherwise injured. The boys were moved into the now 
<■ buildings immediately after the first shock. But little dis- 
comfort was experienced. 


A STEAMER SHAKEN. 

The Serang of the steamer Hesperus, of the India General 
Steam Navigation Co.’s services reports that about 4-20 on tho 
12th between Buxar and Ballia his vessel was shaken violent- 
ly, so much so that he, the sukaui, and several passengers 
were thrown down. The vessel took a severe list to port 
water running over the covering board. He describes the river 
on the spot as being like a large whirlpool. 


SONADA. 

The following particulars confirming my wire of yester- 
day may perhaps interest you. The weather had been close 
all day, and in the afternoon looked liko a thunderstorm 
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About ton minutes to Eve, however, wo felt a slight disturb- 
ance This mcreasod to such an cxtonfc that it was diGcalt 
to walk, as the earth was rocking so aovoroly All the junglo 
tress were swayed to and fro with a rogular rhythmical 
motion, and my host’s honse, a pncca built one, rocked nine 
inches out of the perpendicular Fortunately beyond plastor 
falling and a few cracks the houso recoired no serious dam- 
age We hear, however, that near Ghootn tbo road has 
cracked and a small building has collapsod The severs 
shock lasted, I think, more than a minntp, though unfortun- 
ately I did not time it My host, one of tho oldest resid- 
ents in tho districts, says it was the most sovero shock ho 
has ever experienced Tho disturbances, happily on a much 
diminished scale, continued all night, and even while I have 
been writing there has been a slight shock. 

(The Englishman, Monday, July 19, 1897 ) 

earthquake vagaries in 

CALCUTTA. 

It is evident that the area of serious damage m Calcutta 
is circumscribed Certain localities have suffored extremely, 
■while oihers have almost escaped Undoubtedly, tho shock 
was felt throughout the city and suburbs, but whether owing 
to ihe^ force o! the carthwavo or the condition of the build- 
in g9jitur the r lio m relation to the wave, certain quarter* 
hafrdeu hot* 10 brunt of the disaster One of these centres 
/badly crackcc.^ ree ^» Bussell Street, Middleton Street and 
thoroughfares, while another is traversed 
TH£ eet T he escape of wretched old houses 
Curiously enou£^ ant ^ the flimsy fabrics of Harrison 
manifestations in Bout subject of wonder, bnt one is con- 
Colaba on Saturday ev^ ' w ^’ u 'surprisus, such as the wreck* 
Director of the Governmeil the almost complete immunity of 
telegram to the Meteorologicl^ 111 !? 9 The work of surveying 
of India at Simla, informing h? n ^th tho utmost despatch 
barometer declination and horns 0 °f the damage done must 
were vitiated by sudden and violent* Bright has been able 



( 10 > ) 

to assure tlio city ns to the state of the sower system, but even 
here the further reports will ho awaited with some anxiety. 

There are sovoral houses in Elysium Row which hare felt 
the effects of the shock very severely. The one occupied by 
Mr. F. E. Godfrey has its portico and frontage very badly fis- 
sured, and nearly in every room there aro cracks and gaping' 
walla to he seen. Another house in the same street which has 
been shaken badly is that occupied by Mr. Lemon and Mr. 
Campbell. All the damage seems to have been done to tho 
north side of tho building, and tho cracks have widened con- 
siderably since the rains. 

The commodious rosidence of Sir Francis Maclean, tho 
Chief Justice of Bengal, 14-, London-Street, has been wrecked 
to the south and the repairs are now in tho hands of Messrs. 
Macintosh, Burn and Co. 

The residence of tho Consul-General de France has been 
considerably damaged. Happily he was away at Earjiling at 
the time. The walls of the dining-room have heavily caved 
in, and every room to tho cast is uninhabitable. The draw- 
ing-room is so badly cracked all over that it is feared it 
•will bavo to he rebuilt. The bedrooms are in a dangerous, 
condition and leaking very much. Tho south verandah shows 
signs of the severity of the shock, and the roof of tho rooms 
to tho east is parting and looks as if it might como down afc 
any time. The offices below stairs are all cracked. 

Hr. Wallace's residence in Park-street has been damaged 
in several places. Tho southern portion of tho top floor which 
at one time showed signs of collapsing has been dismantled. 
There are cracks in nearly every room, and tho house has been 
tcmpcrunly deserted. 


COUNCIL HOUSE STREET. 

In Council House Street the large buildings are almost 
all seriously damaged. The premises No. 8-1, a three- 
storeyed building, which is otherwise known as the Old 
Exchange, has suffered considerably. Tho building, which « 
owned by Mr. Ezra, has, however, been examined and pro- 
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nounced not to bo in any immediate danger Tba first 
shower of rain following the shook simply deluged the place 
The ground floor, which is in tho occupation of Messrs Wil- 
liam Watson and Co , is in a fairly businesslike condition, 
though evidences aro not wanting of the violence of the shock 
The Chartered Bank oE India, Australia and China which is 
situated on tho same lino, has also rocoivod a good shaking 
judging from the cracks which appear hero and there on the 
top floor 

The ground floor, whero tho banking business is earned 
on, is practically unaScctcd The building occupied by tho 
Comptoir National D Escompto do Farts is practically un- 
affected The Delhi and London Bank has suffered severely 
An expert has, however, prononneed tho building not to bo 
m any great danger 

The Toroign Office of tho Government of India, situated 
in the same etreet, likewise has sustained serious damages 
A huge fissuro runs up tho front of tho building, and the 
largo south verandah is cracked, on tho west side, at its junc- 
ture with tho house Workmen aro already busy with tho 
repairs 

We aro informed that no formal negotiations have yei 
been opened between tho National Bank of India and the 
Committee of tho Dalhousio Institute with a view to tho 
Bank's temporary occupation of the Institute building 

The Deutch Asiatische Bank, in Hare Street, is badly 
damaged The front part of the building is slightly injured* 
but the back or southern wing is seriously damaged from the 
top to the ground floor The rear rooms of the lop flat, 
which were occupied by the Manager of the Bank, have 
totally collapsed, and are being rehnilt Tho drawing room 
is also far gone, and the second Sat is just as bad The whole 
building will have to he overhauled 

SI essrs Harold and Company, in Old Conrt House Street 
had just had their piano show rooms on the top floor re de- 
corated, and were moving into them on tho day of tho disasters 
These rooms are totally wrecked, but the loss would have 
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been much greater had the pianos been moved in. The south 
eida of tho building has had to bo dismantled. Ono room of 
the top floor of Messr-s. Manton and Company’s establishment 
has been condemned, nnd -will have to bo taken down. 

The office of tho Examiner of Telegraph Accounts has 
been rather badly damaged . The top and second flats exhibit 
some wide cracks, and a good portion to tho south has como 
down. Three of the sunshades on the east part of the build- 
ing have fallen and -damaged the out-offices. Owing to the 
damaged state of the two upper flats, work had to bo carried 
on on tho ground floor till the repairs woro attended to. 

No damage was dono to any of the buildings belonging to 
the Methodist Mission. Tho church, with its largo roof un- 
supported by any pillar, does not show a crack or mark, neither ' 
there is a crack of any kind on any part of the church. Tho 
m Old Chapel,” with a tilo roof, and on the wholo rather a 
cheap strncture, was not in any way damagod. The Calcutta 
Girls’ School was not injured in the loast. Thero is not a 
mark of any kind on the parsonage, nor on either of tbo 
large school building On Jann Bazar Street. The entire 
property of the mission is uninjured. At the service on Sun- 
day, June 13, there was a special thanksgiving service for tho 
preservation of lifo in the city and the property of tho mis- 
sion. One of tho wonderful things connected with the earth- 
quake is tho few lives that were lost — not ono European in 
the whole city. 

The European Female Orphan Asylnm in Lower Circular 
Road has suffered a good deal from tho shock. Cracks appear 
in many places, and storms of rain fonnd ont the leaks in the 
roof. A room of one of the teachers is unsafe, and will have 
to bo dismantled. The institution had only joat been repaired 
at considerable exponso. 

The now Grand Hotel stood the shock admirably. Every 
room is intact, and the house is fall of people from the 
damaged houses. Every hotel in Calcutta has shared in tho 
influx of guests. 
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"Messrs "Boscolo, of the Hotel Continental, write to as — 
Referring to your observations regarding the damages dona 
to houses, etc , by the earthquake and your remark thereon 
— • " work for the aurvoyor,” we beg to inform you that in our 
premises, No 11, Chowringhi, which we subjected to a close 
examination, there is not a single crack in any of the walls, 
and wo aro glad to say that the building is intact, nor is there 
the slightest trace of a crack m the plastering In our 
premises No 9 Chowringhi, which, together with the above, 
comprise the Hotol Continental, the new building erected by 
Messrs Mackintosh, Barn and Co , of this city, is in perfect 
condition, there being also not the slightest trace of a crack 
in the plastering or brickwork of the structure 

The Cotton Mills, of Messrs Mackinnon, Mackenzie and 
Company at Garden Beach, were not touched, but +he house 
occapied by the manager has been half-ruined, and ho has had 
to leave 

The bouse m the occupation of the Engineer of Messrs 
Parry and Company's Works at Garden Roach has been ter- 
ribly shaken and damaged, lialf of it standing in a dangerous 
condition It has been condemned, and will have to be dis 
mantled The verandahs are simply m ruins 


JUBILEE SALUTE COUNTERMANDED. 

The Hon the Chief Justice, in consequence of requests 
made to him, telegraphed both to the Viceroy and to the 
Lieutenant Governor as to tne advisability of firing the saluto 
next Monday, and he has received a telegram from the 
Lieutenant-Governor saying that the Jubilee salute and bis 
own saluto as Lieutenant Governor had been countermanded 

PROVISION Oh SHELTER TO THE SUFFERERS 
Two applicants presented themselves yesterday before the 
Collector of Customs to obtain shelter at No I Shed m the 
Customs House Several other persons whose houses 'are' 
seriously damaged called at the Custom House and inspected 
the budding m question with a view of obtaining accommoda. 
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tioa there. The building No. 1 Shod would accommodate no 
fewer than 20 families who would bo able to maku themselves, 
very comfortable. 


THE SHOOK IN SAIDPUR. 

A very sovero shock of earthquake, lasting- fully fivo 
minutes, throw ibis usually poacoful littlo station into a stato 
of terror and disorder ou Saturday last at 1-30 r. jt. At Grst 
loud rumbling was hoard like tho passing of a hoary train, 
but ono and all soon realized that something unusual had 
occurred, and from all sides tho inmates loft thoir boasos and 
God to open ground. The whole oarth was vibrating and uu- 
dulating in a most alarming manner, and it was impossiblo to 
keep on ono’a feet at times. Houses and buildings wore rock- 
ing from aide to side, and appeared to rise np and down occa- 
sionally as well. Tho Gvo minutos seemoj to bo no ondloss 
time of suspense and horror to all who experienced it. 

The rumbling underground continued throughout tho 
whole time, and for some timo after tho upheavals of tho 
earth had cea»od. When all was still, ono began to Gnd out 
tho effects of tho shock, pooplo coming from all directions to 
toll of thoir walls having fallen in, roofs having sunk, chim- 
neys gone, and in sorao places of whole houses having collaps“ 
ed. The houses of many families were ronderod unsafe to 
remain in for the night, while others had fallon in bodily on 
the furnituro and belongings of the occupants, sovoral others 
boing completely wreckod. 

It is fortuuale that in all cases the inmatm had timo to 
vacate tho honsos boforo they fell, though in some instance 
there wore some very narrow oscapos. In nearly all the fami- 
lies the children were absent from thoir homos, watching tho 
Mohnrrnm procession. Had tho shock occurred at night It 
would have been a most disastrous affair to many, and loss of 
life must have occurred. 

Tho Church and Institute have both rocoived damage, 
and opposito tho station tho road was cracked badly, and is 
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A European Lidt Drowned 
It was here that we first heard the sad news from SiiS 
long Ever 7 one who know him will join in lamenting th& 
terrible death of Mr McCabe, Inspector General of Police 
^Ve also heard of the death of Mrs Bell, a European lady cl 
the station, wbo was drowned in the lake So far os I know 
these were the only Europeans who were killed, but news u 
very scarce, as the road is breached in many places and till we 
passed only three natives had bean able to get down Fears 
nro entertained that if the road from Sylhot is also closed 
there Will be a great scarcity of provisions in Shillong befora 
communication can be established I believe the town of 
Shi long is as great a wreck as Gauhati, and that all the Gov 
eminent biddings and private houses have been destroyed 

The newly constructed bridges, all of the Assam Bengal 
Rail wav, haio, I believe, all fallon, and tho immense amount 
of labour which lia9 been spent on thorn m tho last two years 
is lost 

At each station at which we called Europeans and Natives 
crowded on hoard to hear and give the news, for telegrapl ic 
communication was cat off everywhere and no one knew what 
bad happened at other stations 

Mast Assamese Drowned 

Below Gauhati on the north, tho Brahmaputra burst it* 
banks and large numbers of Assamese have been drowned 

Passing down the river wo saw the banks had been crack- 
ed in every direction, and that great masses had already fallen 
into tho riser High landslips, too, aro to bo seen ei cowherd 
on 1 e hills At Goalpsra we found tho gatno sln'c things , 
the sub divisional bar e alow J as completely fallen, ar l&f£° 
part of the bazar 1 as been actually swallowed up ! 

D' Vus nearly mas lad a cnniliJj/yj. r UwL l *nff&» 
manj of 0 o bungalows and « part of tho b-izar hjd, e fallen 
Tho roads are ro split up with cracks as to ho a| m0 sl, t im ?>* 
tible I he re is cro largo crock which opens into tS e nr»t 
nod I Li nd /cars expressed that it may lead the nhma 
1 nt m into the town 
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Till vre readied Dbubri ire bad beard bo thing from be* 
low, and were uncertain whether it was possible to reach 
Calcutta or indeed, if Calcutta still existed. Eat there wo 
found that tboogh the Jattrapur-Kauma line was closed, we 
could get through by Gonlundo 

At Rowmari I learnt from enquiries that Taro, the 
headquarters of the Garo Hills district, was completely 
wrecked, and like Shillong was cut off by breaks in the road. 

It i9 impossible to estimate as yet fully the resalts of the 
catastrophe, but it must put a serious check on what all 
hoped would, under our new Chief Commissioner, be an era of 
unexampled progress 

escape op behar 

Prom comparison with the accounts of the earthquake 
winch you are publishing tho shock in Debar was but slightly 
felt In a few placos at Mozufferpur the masonry in some of 
the lnig-r buildings has been cracked and damaged, and a few 
ramshackle dwellings m the nativo quarter came down But 
there is nothing approachtng the geoeral devastation reported 
fiom south of the Ganges Neither were there any of tho 
portents that appoared in llongbyr and Jatnalpur. 

arrah 

Tho shock of Saturday’s earthqnako was felt here very 
strongly The time was n little after 5 30 pm (Railway 
time). I was sitting in a chair working and all of a sudden 
felt as if I had been seized by an acute fit of vertigo My 
chair and the ground appeared to be heaving and swaying 
violently. I shouted to a punkawalla ontsido to ask whether 
ho felt anything Ho appeared to be thunderstruck I then 
noticed that the open doors of an almira were swinging back- 
wards and forwards as though I was at sea I then lost no 
timo xn running out of the house into tho garden, where I 
could scarcoly keep my feet Bird cages m the verandah 
were swinging violently The waves appeared to ha 
from north to soutn The duration was about three minutes. 
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Cracks were afterward* observed in the trail* of my house 
The sensation felt at the time and long afterwards was that o£ 
Violent sea sickness I havo heard that a rumbling was heard 
here but did not hear it mysolf My daugblors, out driving, 
felt nothing I observed that dogs appeared to be 
much alarmed and distressed during the continuance of 
the earthquako Plastors fell from the walls and ceilings m 
considerable quantity 


RAMPUR BOALIA 

At 5 P m , on Saturday, Rampnr Boalia was practi- 
cally destroyed by the worst shock of earthquake ever 
experienced by any residont Tho shock lasted for 
four minutes or more Only two of all tho two storey- 
ed houses in tho bazar remain those of Bhnbon Baba, 
and Taiun Babu The bazars wero blocked by tbe masses of 
masonry and timber which had tallen into them Tho only 
two houses of Europeans which havo escaped destruction are 
Dr. Pfrenoh Mullen’s and the Bengal Silk Co ’s honso, at 
Motibar factory, occupied by Mr Weston The other two silk 
factories near Boalia, Eajla, and Siroil are much damaged 
Kajla is almost dos troy ed The managors of tbeso twofac- 
tones, Messrs Walton and Douglas, respectively, aro, with 
their wives, with Mr Weston at Motihar The other houseloss 
residents havo arranged temporary shelter 

Seven natives were killed on tho spot and ono has since 
died in hospital Of the factories m tho neighbourhood, only 
Katlaman, Mancha, and Lakhanhati are returned as being m 
good order Some Surdahs among them have suffered very 
severely The Barakoh is m ruin. Telegraph, o communication 
was interrupted by the shock and from Saturday unt.l Tues- 
day evening wo receded no letters or newspapers 

Both Malda and Berhampur havo suffered severely, and 

«* P'»“ rr Q » Nattore ana 
Tal ,,a coma tala, of disaster, aod two br.dgo, „„ tIj0 E „ f 

Railway aro goao It wdl taka year, lor tho t„„„ to recov0r 
la tl» accoaut of tho oarlbguako m Calootia avc read „f 
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houses that are fallen Hero wo talk of tho houses that ro 
main Two chars on the river have disappeared 

JALPAIGURI 

A vory Bovere oarthquako took placo horo at about 5 
p si , on Sunday Tho earth swayed violently for, I suppose, 
about five minutes I bolievo all tho pucca bungalows m tho 
district are more or less seriously injured — J R 


COMMOTION OK THE FUDDA 
Sara E B S R , Juno 17 — In support of the report of 
tho Oommandor of tho R S N Co 'a S S Bengal, I have to 
stato that tho river hero (tho Pudda) was m a great state of 
commotion during tho wholo timo tho shocks lasted, and in 
fact for a fow minutes after Tho wholo Burfacc was agitated 
nnd appeared in a boiling condition, while in tho shallower 
part waves of mud and sand were shot np some two and tbreo 
feet Tho Railway flats and steamers moored hero were also 
rookod violently to and fro Tho most peculiar part was 
that after tho commotion had subsidod it was noticed that 
several small sand churs had ontiroly disappeared I presumo 
they had l>eon shaken flat and washed away by tho shock. 
Tho earth waves wero felt hero with tornfio force and 
appeared to run from east to west Tho Renal bridge on tho 
KBS Railway, but 15 miles from hero, was completely bent 
out of shape Packagos and mails being sent np as far as 
Parbutipur bavo to bo transhipped I enclose my card 

MOHIMA (NIGRITING) 

On Saturday wo cxporioncod up hero ono of tho most 
auful shocks of earthquake that has occurred in tho memory 
of the oldest Assamese I am sending you a Buccmct ac 
count of it 


PAMTOLA 

A very sevoro and appalling earthquake occurred Lcro at 
4 21 1 M to day (baturday) , no doubt it must havo been ex« 



( H2 ) 

0 

penenced throughout Upper Assam if not in the whole pro- 
vince, and in a greater part of North East Bengal The 
motion seemed from south west to north oast The disturbance 
lasted tune minutes, and though 1 ran out of the bungalow I 
could scarcely keep my feet on terra fir via , for the way I rock- 
ed and reeled 

During the phenomenon I noticed a horse fall heavily on 
to broad aide, and several cattle suffered m a like manner 
The huge tea house here fthe only masonry structure) was 
expected to bo seen in dilapidation, but it stood the quaking 
likoabrick — I should gay like one brick Tho water in the 
ponds was worked up into wavelets and levelled every reed 
that could be Been above its surface 

Everybody about stood amazed while from every direc- 
tion came choruses of the Hmdn prayer “Bam Bam, Site Bam, 
Sita Bam Ram Ram ' I am happy that the information up 
to time is that there has been no damage. 


DINAJPUR 

Tbe effects of the earthquake throughout tho Purneah, 
Katihar, and Dinajpur districts have been most disastrous 
The shocks were moat violont, causing sichnosg m some ca«es 
they lasted for fully throe minutes Glass was thrown down 
from dining room whatnots, and tho walls of my liouso are 
all cracked At Purneah houses have entirely collapsed as also 
at Dinapur, whore every pucca house and building » ra oro or 
loss damaged, and some onttroly thrown down Among tho 
liouso* of the European community those of the District 
Superintendent of Police aud the Jndgo are very sevoroly 
damaged In tho latter, a portion of llio upper floor lm come 
down, and tho lowor walls aro so cracked a* f 0 rondor the 
house umuhabitablo The Uajbart has come down and al- 
together the devastation is alarming and dopl or ablo I have 
heard of ono death only — that of a woman At Parneah, 
among others, Mr Shilhngford's houso has fallen The 
railway on the southern section has boon a victim the 
lino and bndges for mil a, -aro yery seriously damaged and 
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traffic has been interrupted. The only bridge that appears to 
ho seriously damaged is the Atrai bridge, at 1*25 miles. The 
railway has, however, managed to keep open communications 
throughout this section. 

AN ADVENTUROUS RIDE. 

Hr. Q. Hennessy, of Jiaihapar, ilaldab, had an unusnal 
experience after the earthquake, and as the story of his ride 
down from the hills has boon exaggerated, we are glad to bo 
able to give an an then tic account of the exploit. Hr. 
Hennessy was in the Darjiling mail with the Hon. Mr. 
0. 0. Stevens and a number of other passengers when tbo 
earthquake occurrod.. On reaching Siligurj, it was found 
that all traffic was stopped, and at 11 A.M., next morning, pas- 
sengers were informed that thoy wore to bo taken back to- 
Darjiling. 

We prefer to give the account of Mr, Hennessy’s advont- 
ure in his own words, as told to our correspondent. As the 
earthquako had been a severe one, said Mr. Hennessy, I deter- 
mined to push on at all costs. It was reportod, howover, 
that the earth was cracked all over, that most of the bridges 
were broken, and that it would be impossible for carts to go. 
While I was making these enquiries, my Byce* came up and 
said that Susan, o Waler polo pony of mine, on her way from 
Darjiling, had aimed. This decided me, and mounting her, 
armed with a small flask of brandy,fifly grains of quinine, and 
four seers or so of oats for the mare, I started to do tho 140 
miles or so to Hanihari. The heat was something to remember, 
bnt I rode steadily on from 3 p,m, until Ot.is, and from 5 
a ii, until 11 a.m., when 1 arrived at a station on a branch lino 
of the E. B. S. Railway. 

When I found that, although the line had boon damaged, 
trains were still running to Mamhari, and as I was just in 
time to catch the only train of the day, I got into it and a r « 
rived at my destination very little later than my fellow pas- 
sengers arrived in Darjiling. I rubbed the mare down every 
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fifteen miles, and gave her a drink and a feed, and jogged on 
again My own food consisted of five small plantains and a 
glass of brandy and water for dinner, and two plantains and n 
cnp of milk for breakfast The mare did about 85 mile3 in 
from 25 to 26 hours, and although bathed in perspiration the 
whole time, was not much distressed, and would, I am sure, 
have done the whole distance, if necessary, 140 miles, in 50 
hours I am glad to say that my honso is not seriously 
damaged, although the station of Maldah itself is wrecked 
You ought to have seen some of the faces when I said good- 
bye bafora setting out to nde 140 miles on one horse over a 
country I had never seen, and which was reported to be im- 
passable. 

(The Englishman, Wednesday , June 21, 1897.) 

EFFECTS ON CALCUTTA 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT A CHORE OF RUPEES. 

It is impossible to form any accurate idea of the loss in- 
volved in the damage to property in Calcutta, but one estim- 
ate puts it down at a crore of rupees Almost every house 
in the town will have to be ropaired, while not a few must be 
entirely robmlt One large owner of houses, it is said, will 
have to spend some three lakhs to set his properly in 
order The Government Telegraphs have suffered eitensive- 
‘ ly throughout the area of tho disaster, and the break- 
down has been the more severely felt as tho volume of 
bnsiness owing to tho earthquake has been enormously 
increased. Communication with Assam has boon partially 
repaired, and through messages aro now being received 
over the lines, but it will take many days yet before the 
damage is entirely repaired Reports still reach ns from all 
sides of the damago in Calcutta, and it will only be possible 
eventually to form a superficial idea of tho gravity and er- 
tent of the disaster 

SI John’. Girls' School in Upper Circular Hoad ha, ,nf. 
I.rca la , coniidnnbl. uhml. Tlia rrholo of tho .oath ood 
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of the upper flat has collapsed, and will have to be rebuilt. 
Luokdy the children were not in at the time Tho building 13 
fissured all over and cannot possibly be used for come tune 
to come The place is deserted 

The offices of the Government Railway Police aro ter- 
ribly shaken The frontage of the large structure has been 
yery badly fissured, and will have to be polled down and re- 
built The other portions of the house also bear signs of 
the seventy ef tho shock 

The Puddoopooker thana is badly damaged, tho south 
portion of tho upper flat occupied by In 9 p ector Peterson, 
having fallen in No one was injured. 

Driving from Chowrmghi into Murncip al Office Street, 
the first house to tho nght, the office of tho Municipal Engi- 
neer, shows signs of being severely damaged Tho whole of 
tho west wing has collapsed Tho officoa have been tempo- 
rarily removed to the ground floor of the Town H all Pro- 
ceeding a little further, the Headquarters of tho Presidency 
Volunteer Rifle Batalhon is seen to be in a bad way. Tho 
walls in one place have parted The Orderly Room and the 
Armoury are severely damaged Sergeant Major Brooks, who 
resides at the Headquarters, was out when the disaster 
occurred 

Superintendent Robertson, of the Calcutta Police, yes- 
terday vacated his premises, adjoining the Bow Bazar thana, 
which have been badly damaged. 

The several Companies cf the Gloucestershire Regiment, 
who occupied the Dalhousie barracks m Port William, and 
had to vacate and go under canvas on account of the 
damages done to the budding, have been shifted into 
other vacant quarters The men were encamped on their 
parade ground, which got so mandated during the recent 
heavy rams that theur removat was considered necessary. 

The Jewish Synagogue has cot suffered very much by 
the recent shock The east side of it, towards the steeple, has 
had a few cracks here and thero, but not much to speak of. 
The Armenian Church and the Parochial buildings adjoining, 
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however, have fared badly. The west side of the sacred 
edifice, just behind the gallery, has been very severely fissur- 
ed, the walls in some places giving way The choir who gen- 
erally occupy the gallery on Sundays, were not allowed to do 
60 at tho services yesterday, as it was not considered safe 
The other parts of the building were intact The east and 
west wings of the Parochial House have been badly damaged, 
and it is feared will have to be rebuilt The priests were 
in their aovoral rooms when the shock occurred, and all ran 
out The tombs around the church have been much shaken. 
The Armenian Church of St John’s at Chinsurah has been 
very badly damaged The steeple has come down, and the 
Parochial buildings are a mass of ruins It is customary for 
ono of the priests to visit Chiusarah every Sunday to take tho 
services there, but yesterday no one went, as ibo Parochial 
House had collapsed. 


THE NATIVE QUARTER. 

It is difficult to say how far the native quarter of Cal- 
cutta has suffered The Statesman says that tho daroagos 
dono iu Burra Bazar is not very great. Being almost 
ontuely a Marwari quarter, there is no chance of 
seeing in what condition the inside of the houses are, and 
it is a well known fact that a Marwan will risk livin'* in a 
house till almost daylight is seen through The houso of 
MunoorDass Johur Mull m Burtollih is, however, so badly 
damaged all over that he has considered it wise to vacato the 
place with his family Another large house in a lane along- 
side u in a bad condition, and the inmates have cleared out 
bag and baggage A large portion to the south oatt of the 
four storeyed house of Barman Dass Jumna Dass has collaps- 
ed, and is being dismantled Another honso in Sew Thaknr’* 
Lane has partially collapsed, and a portion of ono in Rhop 
Baba’* Lane has come down A portion of o two-storeyed 
house in Cross Street (Su'aputty) f e U daring tho shock, and 
« bc, ng dismantled The place known as the ram-ga tabling 
den has stood the shock very wall. 
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That ev&ry honsa has been moro or less shaken, and 
several badly cracked, goes without saying, but there has 
bean no complete demolition, and certainly no Joss of life. 
Chitpur Street is one of the main arteries of the notiva 
town, and not many houses have been damaged hero. 
Tho Sobba Bazaar Rajabnri, in Raja Nobo Kissen'fl Street, 
seems to have been badly shaken — so much so that 
portions of the building, which has long since been 
partitioned among different members of the family, will hare 
to be dismantled. -An upper floor between the residences of 
Maharaja Sir Norendro Krishna and Raja Bonoy Krishna, 
Bahadurs, has come down bodily, breaking a portion of tho 
balustrade. The interior of tho different Rajbaris forming 
the immense building known as the Sobba Bazaar Rajbari 
has been badly damaged, and in most cases will need exclu- 
sive repairs. In Cornwallis Street portions of -two houses 
belonging to Maharaja Darga Charan Law have come down, 
and will have to bd rebuilt. The verandah of the adjoining 
bou«e has come dowu altogether leaving tho pillars stand- 
ing in a very dangerous position. Portions of Nos. 3 and 13 
have also tumbled down, and will need rebuilding. Sham 
Bazar Street Beoms to have suffered most in the native sec- 
tion, as every third or fourth bouse has toppled over. 


ARRIVALS PROM DARJILING. 

The Hon. Mr. C. C, Stevens and two other first-class 
passengers arrived from Darjiling on Saturday by the mail 
train at 4-15. Several others arrived yesterday by mail train 
at 2 P. it. No fixed time can yet be given for tho arrival of 
the Darjiling mail train at Sealdah. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 

Mr. Oldham, Officiating Director, Geological Survey, 
who is in Simla, Informs us that a report on the earthquake 
is being propanol in his Department, and invites the public 
to send him observations. Ho asks that special attention 
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however, have fared badly The west side of the saorod 
edifice, jast behind the gallory, has been very severely fissur- 
ed, the walls in some places giving way The choir who gen- 
erally occupy the gallery on Sundavs, were not allowed to do 
so at tho services yesterday, as it was not considered safe 
The other parts of the building were intact Tho east and 
west wings of the Parochial House have been badly damaged, 
and it is feared will have to be rebuilt Tho priests were 
m their sovoral rooms when the shock occurred, and all ran 
out The tombs around the church have been much shaken 
The Armenian Church of St John's at Chinsnrah has been 
very badly damaged Tho steeple has come down, and the 
Parochial buildings are a mass of ruins It is customary for 
one of the priests to visit Chinsnrah every Sunday to take the 
services there, but yesterday no one went, as the Parochial 
Bouse had collapsed 


THE NATIVE QUARTER 

It is difficult to say how far tho native quarter of Cal- 
cutta has Buffered The Statesman says that tho damages 
done m Burra Bazar is not very great Being almost 
ontncly a Mar wan quarter, there is no chance of 
seeing in what condition the inside of tho houses aro, and 
it is a well known fact that a Marwari will risk living in a 
house till almost daylight is seen through Tho honso of 
Munoor Doss Johur Mull in Burtollah is, however, so fyidly 
damaged all over that he has considered it wise to vacate the 
place With his family Another large house in a lane along 
Bide is in a had condition, and the inmates have cleared oat 
bag and baggage A largo portion to the south east of the 
four storeyed houso of Barman Dass Jumna Dass has collaps- 
ed, and is being dismantled Another house ta Setr Titslar's 
Lano has partially collapsed, and a portion of one in Rhup 
Babu’s Lane has come down A portion of a two-storoyed 
tTO.0 m Cross Street (Sa>»pittj) tell daring the shock, Mil 
is boing dismantled The place known ns the ram gambling 
(lea has stood tba shook very well 
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That ev6ry house has been raoro or less shaken, and 
Beveral badly cracked, goes without saying, but there has 
been no complete demolition, and certainly no loss of life 
Chitpur Street is one of the mam arteries of the native 
town, and not many bou«es have been damaged hero. 
The Soblia Bazaar Kajabnn, in Raja Nobo Kissen’a Street, 
seems to have been badly sbakou — so much so that 
portions of the building, which has long since been 
partitioned among different members of the family, will hare 
to bo dismantled An upper floor between the residences of 
Maharaja Sir Norendro Krishna and "Raja Bonoy Krishna, 
Bahadurs, has come down bodily, breaking a portion of the 
balustrade The mtenor of tho different Rajbans forming 
the immense building known as the Sobhu Bazaar Rajban 
has been badly damaged, and m moit cases Will need exclu- 
sive repairs In Cornwallis Street portions of -two houses 
belonging to Maharaja Durga Oharan Law have come down, 
and will have to be rebuilt The verandah of the adjoining 
honse has come down altogether leaving tho pillars land- 
ing in a very dangerous position Portions of Nos 3 and 13 
hare also tumbled down and will need rebuilding Sham 
Bazar Street seems to have suffered most in the native sec- 
tion, as every third or fonrth honse has toppled over. 


ARRIVALS FROM DARJILING 
The Hon Mr 0 C Stevens and two other first class 
passengers arrived from Darjiling on Saturday by the mail 
tram at 4 15 Several others arrived yesterday by mail tram 
at 2 p M No fixed time can yet be given for tho arrival of 
the Darjiling mail train at Sealdah 


INFORMATION WANTED 
Mr Oldham, Officiating Director, Geological Survey, 
who is in Simla, informs us that a report on the earthquake 
is being prepiyrfid in his Department, and mvites the public 
to send him observations Ho asks that special attention 
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Tim south bi<I o of the hill hero seems to havo been 
les* affected than any side of tho hbud , neither has the 
Club, which is hmU of wood, tho Lieutenant Governor’s 
l onse, or tho ( hnrch suffered Tho Roman Catholic Clmrdb, 
however, ba«, to a vory great extont been injured, and somo 
houses on tea gardens btlow have been seriously damaged. 
The statiou at Tindana was reported to have gone down tho 
hhud, this is an exaggeration, but it is considerably damaged. 

T2i« iera«rhabJo feature of tho earthquake is that oar 
Darjiling lino of rail has not aufferod, and runs tho oven 
tot or of its way, bringing ns wh at little comolaLion it can 
in tho way oE news from Siligun only And it has also been 
proudontial that tho wire to Calcutta has given ns some little 
inkling of the condition of tho«e who were in Calcutta when 
this unprecedented earthquake took placo, for it seem* to 
bo the worst over cl romcled in tho history of our great 
capital 


ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

Darjiling, Juno 14 

There is such a feel mg of suppressed excitement still in 
Darjiling Telegrams and rumours are flying fast, and WO, not 
knowing tho worst, aro imagining all possible ills Crowds 
of people have rushed down to the plains, and many have had 
to return, as they find they could got no farther than Silignrt 
for four or five days at loast So we find ourselves cut off 
from any means of escape, and from mails, newspapers, etc 
Urgent telegrams are crowding into the Telegraph Office 
so thick and fast that an ordinary one -will not bo sent at 
ell Since the great earthquako on Saturday evening we have 
been having continual shocks and tremors up to the present 
(Monday evening), as if mother earth, once having asserted 
her authority, could not again quietly subside Oh I Saturday 
evening was truly awful. The great shock lasted three min- 
utes, but it was the longest three minutes imaginable We 
were sitting in the drawing-room so quietly just after tea when 
the bang banging of the windows, accompanied by a violent 
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Seating find tho trembling o£ everything, together Vritii the 
swaying Df the furn iture and ornaments of the room, an- 
nounced something unusual. 

“Oh!” wo exclaimed, "it is an oarthquake, an earthqdake. H 
With a dazed feeling wo made our way to the garden, en- 
countering the others hastening down tho stairs. The Itoosd 
meanwhile was rocking like a ship at sea and the ground 
heaving. Thera in the garden we stood Clinging on to the 
fence, watching the chimneys toppling. A roar went up from 
the bazar, which was crowded on account of tho people gather-* 
ing for tho big Sunday market. Just below us tho Mohamedans 
continued their mad dancing procession, it being their 
Mohurrum. And weird enough it all seemed. It was a long 
time before wo could ascertain how mnch damage was done* . 
One exclaimed, “ Oh l look, Woodland’s chimnoys hava 
tumbled 1” and another " Oh, Oh 1 look at Craigmount.’* 
Again we got the news that Annandale House had falletu 
That soon proved true, as the refageos came seeking shelter 
with ns. “Oollingridge,” the Maharaja of Kuoh Behar’s beau* 
tiful residence, was uninhabitable. We wore deputed to 
Bend the telegrams for the whole household to friends in 
different parts of the plains. The Mall aud tho roads word 
thronged with people on ponies, in dandies, or walking aud 
all with the same dazed faces, discussing the same exciting 
theme. From scraps of conversation we caught, there had 
been a regular panic on the Mall, ladies fainted, etc. Every- 
where we could see fallen or toppling chimneys and cracked 
houses. The odour of medicines from the chemists’ shops 
proclaimed a largo number of broken bottles within. The 
Telegraph ‘Office was crowded with peoplo sending messagesj 
and the Telegraph Clerk did net seem at all displeased at his 
Unusual harvest. 

Many of the houses in Darjiling are useless until rebuilt, 
and many of course are only just fearfully cracked. Caro* 
line Villa is one of these. Every room in tha house is 
cracked. The chimney fell through tho roof into one of the 
lady’s bedrooms. It b truly appalling, the devastation of 
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those little three minutes. Craigraount, tho residence of Ifr 
It Laidlaw, is ft wreck. Two children woro alone in the 
house when the shaking began, one, the youDge*t, lying on 
tho bed With great presence of mu d the other curried 1 er 
down the stairs, being hit by a falling brick on the way In * 
very few minutes that bsd was filled with bricks nnd mortar, 
and a great beam wa« lying on the stairs Sleep Los been an 
impossible ttusg the lost meht or two Fcojle are erer 
watching and ready for another great shock 

By way of enlivening tho situation daring the 
continued shock*, we regaled our*ohes with stones of all 
the artful earthquake*, Lisbon, Charleston, etc, nnd isbfO 
those failed wo e\en had roconrso to tho last days of Pompeii 
To complete tho consternation, nows is conuog m of almost the 
deslruction of Calcutta ho donbt reports aro highly er 
aggerated, but at host they are appalling And we who hare 
our little all there are waiting for further nows, breathless 
with susponse All the snrrroundtcg tea plantations have 
suffered greatly Bloomfield is a tufn, and fcoora (Mr hash’s 
estate) is totally destroyed Tuhvaar ami many others are 
badly injured It is marvellons that all the pooj le Lave eS 
caped the people of Soom are without shelter. 


PARTICULARS FROM SHILLONG 

ANOTHER LISBON 

Yesterday (Sunday) I wired yon the bare facts as soon 
as it was declared probable that foot messengers could reach 
Gauhati Those sent on Sunday and Monday c/srlv only re 
turned to day, stating that three miles of tho road was gone, 
and that it was impossible to jroceed Now wo hope that by 
some indirect route our messetgen have been able to carry 
the news of the disaster to the outer world All telegraphic 
communication here is cut off 

The earthquake is unequalled for severity in the know* 
ledge or expe lence of anyone here It occurred at 4 15 F W 
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on Saturday, the 12th instant without warning or forecast of 
any bind. The first terrific shook began and continued for 
thcea or four minutes with unabated violence. The earth 
■was like ono vast piece of machinery in motion, eo violent 
and regular was the action. In the space of two seconds 
every bnilding was levelled with tho f ground. From a 
central point of view, tho writer saw the boantifal church 
and all the honses on the same line razed to the ground, 
only a cloud of red dust remaining. The sensation ex- 
perienced is indescribable. The soene was heart-rending 
— children screaming, invalids being dragged from thoir 
housos, people hurrying wildly to and fro, all intent on 
finding or learning tho fato of those dear to them. Riders, 
who had gone out in the district, camo scarrying back from 
the danger they had encountered to face still greater horrors 
in the station. Two ladies who wero driving in the neigh- 
bourhood of the lake know not how they escaped in safely, 
the horses roaring and plunging, the roadways yawning in 
( great fissures and falling away on either side. The lake rose 
up like a mountaiu, and then totally disappeared, leaving 
only a swamp of red mud. 

While it would be impossible to exaggerate the aw- 
fnlness of the calamity, yet the loss of lifo is comparatively 
small. The hour of the catastrophe was a fortunat© one. 
Children were, for the most part, oat of doors, as also were 
the ladies. 

With feelings of iutonse pain I write the few details 
knowpof the sad deaths which have occurred. That of 
Mr. McCabe’s will be received with feelings of widespread 
regret. He had, for some little time past, boen suffering 
from neuralgia, and exhausted with the pain had retired to’ 
bed. There at 4-30 p si , on the eventfnl afternoon, Mrs. Mc- 
Cabe left him quietly sleeping, and when she hastily returned 
from tho drive upon which she had just started, and com* 
municated the fact of her husband’s position, many friends 
went quickly to the rescue, only to find their worse fears real*' 
ised. Death, it is believed, was instantaneous. The xe* 
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plains were speedily extricated, hut life was totally extinct 
So tragically has passed away one highly osteemed public- 
ly an j privately, and the sad event has cast a great 
gloom over all. The second death is that of Ur. Rossenrode, 
of Upper Shillong. Bis daughter, Mrs. Hudson, left him 
alive and well at 3*30 P a. in his own house. We only now 
haow that the house is levelled with the ground, and that all 
eaaroh for the body has, so far, been unsuccessful. The. 
house js a large one, and it is not known in whioh room the 
Unfortunate gentleman was at the time, 

Tbe loss of native life is not yot known. Over a 
hundred men were at work iu the Government printing press 
when it eollap*ed, and few have escaped. The Gurkha 
Regimont, who aro doing splendid work, at once directed 
their offorts to the reseno of the anfforors. A few wore 
extricated alivo, and somo shockingly mutilated. The 
regiment, officers and men worked night and day until 
they felt it useless to expoefc life, and moro important work 
was wanted of them. 

To-day (tho 14th) the work is resumed, but I have not 
yet heard the result. At prosont I write those details seat- 
ed on the Bhattorod remains of my vorandah, — dirt and con- 
fusions on all sides. Torrents of rain are falling, and the 
continuation of shoeks obliges ono every few minutes to 
Vacate evou this wrotchod shelter. 

As already stated in my wire, Government House has 
phared the fate of tbe moauost building, and is lcvollod with 
tho dust. The Chief and Mrs. Cotton aro sheltered in a tent 
}n the ground, whore also many tents have Loon ereclod for 
the residents at tho Government House side of the station. 
Many others are accommodated in the natiio market and 
in tbe native cricket pavilion, which, strangely onongb, has 
escaped unhurt. Tents are also pitohod in tho cricket ground 
wlujo people are thankful for any hnt, stable or coach-hausa 
Which by good lock has been spared. 

General, Mrs. and Miss Hammond havo found shelter in 
th» littlo rickshaw homo. Mr,, ana Mi,, Hammond iwr« 
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both in bed suffering from fever, when the calamity happen- 
od. Both marvellously escaped almost unhurt. 

Heavy rain is falling continuously. All are bearing their 
troubles and losses as cheerfully as possible. Food s applies 
continue fairly good, and famine prices are gladly paid. Tho 
bazar ia totally levelled, and the largo stores of Golam Hyder, 
Jonnaloolah, and others arc completely buried. We are so 
far chiefly indebted to the co«operativo stores for tinned pro- 
visions. 

All thanks are dne to Messrs. Partridge and WakcBcid, 
■who have generously allowed all those stores and stocks to bo 
freely taken or given for the benefit of the snfforors Stables, 
with a few exooptions, are entirely destroyed, ponies, and 
horses are, therefore, all in tho open — wet grass thoir chief 
food. 

Up to 5*50 p. u., shocks continue at short intervals, but 
further disaster is not anticipated. 

Wo hear that Jowai and Oh or r a are razed to tho grounds 
•with great loss of life. 

Mr. A. Walker, Darjiling, writes to Bay that Corolino 
Villa should not be included among the bouses that have 
boon eithor demolished or rendered uninhabitable. 


KATIHAR. 

Considerable damago has been ‘caused by earthquake. 
The railway line and bridges have boon damaged, and mail 
and passengers are being transhipped and convoyed by 
trollies. The arrangements for their safety made by the 
railway officials aro perfect. All houses have been 
iw&rettif t?u mifgtsf , sad satire Aava entirety collapsed. 

The shock in the Parneah district was tremendous, and 
I made out the direction S. E. to N. W. At first I thought 
it came from tho W. The orchid pot in my verandah wont as 
above, swinging tremendously. Thon at tho latter ond of tho 
phock it seemed to bo W, E. to S. W., but tho first direction 
I was certain of. A verandah thatched roof near which I was 
landing vibrated vertically four minutes, and \ thought i£ 
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would cotno down with the rest o£ the house, hat we got off 
with some cracks in every room. The groand cracked ia 
many places, chiefly along the banks of nullah* with unsound 
toil oat of which water and sand camo. The sand was of a 
bluish gray colour in all the places I have seen it. And I 
am told some natives drank it and pronounced it “ good 
water they look on the earthquake as a bad om en and 
their reason for drinking the water was to appease the rage 
of tho ovil one “ Kalli.” I hope we have seen the last of 
this kind of earthquake. I have never experienced anything 
like this one, though 1 well remember 1SS5 and 188S. The 
Parnoah station is greatly damaged. Several families hare 
had to quit ; some houses are total wrecks, while others may 
or may not stand. I mention the water point as some one ia 
your paper wondered if it was hot or cold. No loss of life in 
this part. 


MANS HAT, E. B. S. RAILWAY. 

We had an earthquake hero on the 12th at 5 p w., which 
lasted five minutes, and. there have been several lesser ones 
since. The one of the T2th was very se\ ere, and has done 
a great deal of damago. It started with a slight qniver 
which soon increased iu intensity till the houses and trees 
began to rock and trees in the forests knock up against each 
other as if a violent storm was blowing. The oscillation was, 
so groat that a foot of water in a reservoir 4£ feet deep was 
thrown out, Many people lay down the “ lajiahs*' (it being 
Mohurrum day) which were being carried, as they were 
knocked down and broken, and one of the men died 
of fright. Several bridges on the E B. S. Railway between 
Parbattipnr and Kalita have cracked and sank and neces- 
sitated tho stoppage of traffic, a passenger in consequence 
avingfo ride from Siligari to Katvhar, which distance be 
Sid m 1- hours. Some of the houses at Katibar are cracked 

and a portion of a three-storeyed house, belonging to the ' 
Ioc.l Kan,, „hicli ww built \>j Bara and Co„ 
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years back, I think, l.as come down. In the civil station tboro 
was great consternation among tho European community, at 
most of tho pacca two and three-storeyed houses have suffer- 
ed badty. In one tlie roof bas como down in ono of tho 
rooms, in another tho southern wall Las gone, and all, if not 
nearly all, am badly damaged, »ome boing passed as danger- 
ous. Most of the families are living iu smaller bouses, whilo 
these repairs aro done, and if the nativo prediction that 
there will be a worse one on Saturday comes truo, I do not 
know what will happen to the majority of houses. In tho 
factories, the damage has not been so severo : the roof of ono 
house is badly crooked, eo badly as to necessitate its being 
taken down, and most of the pncca honsos are cracked. Ono 
■old gentleman I have just heard of had a very narrow cscapo. 
He had just left Li* desk when tho wall of tho office room 
came down. Great fissures have taken placo on tho banks of 
tho streams, and in many placos tho earth for many yards lias 
sunk into the water. Cattle were in a great fright, and 
walking straight was an utter impossibility. Fnrncah has 
nevor been visited with so severo a shock in tho memory of 
the oldest inhabitant. 

PURNEAH. 

The proverbial " oldest inhabitant” in Pnrncah does not 
remember either personally or traditionally such an exhibi- 
tion of seismic force as occurred over the District at about 
5 r. a, on the afternoon of Saturday, tho I2th instant, a 
day that will be long remembered now for the five minutes 
of extreme tension that all had to go through. The carth- 
•quako shocks began suddenly with rumbling subterranean 
noises accompanied by slight tremors which increased every 
moment in intensity nntil tho crust of tho earth seemed to 
jump beneath the feet, and a standing attitude was main- 
tained with difficulty. People out of doors mostly sat down 
•or lay flat on tho ground, some holding on to bushes, others 
grasping tho short grass in their endeav ours to steady them- 
selves. It was Ibis short space of time during which the oscil- 
lations were intensifying that allowed many people to rush 
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oat of their Crumbling houses and thuj save their Jives TM 
vibrations lasted from four to five minutes and Iho direction 
of the seismic wave seemed npproximately from N E to S 
W p as indicated by the violent swinging motion of banging 
lamps and chandeliers and the stoppage of pendulum clock) 
facing these directions Several slight shocks were felt 
subsequently dnnng the night and the next morning engen 
dering an unoosy feoling at being indoors At the maximum 
of seismic commotion the waters of the nvers were dashed 
high up the banks and the fishes leaped into the ftir at this 
unprecedented experience Numerous cracks in the earth in 
all directions have occnrrca throughout the district, especially 


in the neighbourhood of rivers, and through some of these 
fissures, sand und water have been shaken up to the surface to 
n height considerably above the water level The damage 
done has be-n senous and extensive though, so far as it u 
known at present, no lives have been lost A. well known 
resident of Purneah station writes — " The whole of Par- 
neah has suffered , not a house has escaped Fortunately 
no lives lost Mrs Shilhngford s Mrs Downing s, and 
Mrs Williams houses aro the worst and will have to 1* 
rebuilt from foundation to top The ground has cracked in 
many places and the Roman Catholic Chapel (built in the 
seventies) is in rums Every house u more or less unsafe now 
and how we shall pull through the rains is a question we can' 
not answer ” Families have had to turn out into tents and 
thatched houses, no good houses being available at this 
inclement season of the year Several of the old pucca firm 
ouses m Purneah city have also tumbled down and the three 
storeyed mansion of the Saibganj has partially collapsed The 
, ^ ^ ine been damaged m places and telegraphic 

inte^uptS mmnmCai j° a b " tWeen Eatlhar Darjiling are 

About 5 5 F^a\ n ^ A ^ d hoasu . , , . 

“Vt. ri, Wk* ° 

rambling non* 
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Serious damago is done to the buildings of the local 
zemindars. The four-storeyed palatial residence of Baba. 
Chucheulal Roy is in ruins. The bouse is nearly as big as 
the General Post Office in' Calcutta. The Faroda Pro<ad 
Institution building and Babu Lalit Mohan Roy’s large bouso 
suffered much. Tbe shocks were from E. to W. 


WAVES ON THE BRAHMAPUTRA. 

Dibrugarh, Juno 13 —At about 5 30 r. m. on tbe 12th 
instant, a rather nnplea«ant earthquake shock was felt hero, 
which was considered a sery unusual occnrronco for the time 
of year. It came ou quite suddenly, and lasted in all about 
a raiuute and-6-half, beginning with an oscillating motion 
and increasing to a steady swing as if a succession of waves 
were passing underneath. Trees began to rock about id an 
alarming manner, and waves woro formed on the river in 
front of the station and on tbe Brahmaputra. Tbe motion 
appeared to come from west to east. No dairago was dono 
to buildings, due no doubt to the fact that the motion vras 
regular and entirely free from shock. Tbe natives attribute 
it to t* e Mohurrura festival which was going on at tho timet 
and look upon it probably as a recognition of Iboir piety. 
Many poople here, who havo experienced eartbquakos, say 
that they have never known one to last for eo long a poriod. 

SAFETY OF-THE HUGHLI BRIDGE. 

The monsoon has burst here almost simultaneously with 
the oarthquake. This has reduced our positions to a most piti- 
able One. The Chinsurrah barracks which are now being occu- 
pied by tbe Hughli couita and are daily the busy' haunts of 
hundreds of people have been rendered quite unsafe. The por- 
tion occupied by the Divisional Commissioner has been partly 
levelled with the ground. The District Judge is sitting almost 
in a shower-bath amid clamps of bamboos set np to prop the 
roof. The verandahs in the south and west of his room have 
all given way. The removal of the courts has cost us nearly a 
lakh of rupees and the Government engineer thinks that 
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pinnacles have ha3 to to taken Sown Happily no one waj 

hurt 

GHOOM 

The slock, was severely felt at Gloom The louse of Rev 
Mr Lee is a mass of ruins In the boys’ bedroom the wall 
has fallen in and the bed was smashed to the gronnd In 
the girls’ bedroom, the bed was partly bnned Had the 
disaster occurred at mgbt there would have been no hope 
for four of the children The adjoining house r ccnpied l y 
Mrs West appears to have escaped But Mrs West says that 
the earth cracked open where she was standing outside 

the house, — ■ 

JALPAIGURI 

As I see you have no information yet regarding the 
earthquake at this place, you may perhaps be interested with 
what occurred here There was a very severo sho ck commenc* 
ing nt 5 8 p M , and lasting two minutes The direction 
appeared to be from west to east The new club, a masonry 
building, was cracked xu seveial places The other homes 
in tho station being mostly built of wood with mat walls 
wero not injured though daring the shock they oscillated 
violently Xn the district however, the tea garden bungalows 
of Ramcherra JaUrapore, Naga ori, Hyapatha, Bullaban, 
Bnintb&rri, Tnnbari* Hamandanga, Teudn, and Bcutguri, 
suffered more or less severely, somo having come down badly 
Severul Sssnres have opened m tho ground both at Jalpaigori 
and m tho district, and iu one pluco the banks of a river 
closed and for some time the water ran over on either side 
Many wells silted up, and m some places water was forced up 
tho fissures in tho earth JSo serious d amage was done to any 
of the public bmldmgs , the oscillation was very severe add 
it was extremely difficult to keep one’s feet whilo it lasted , 
several shocks bavo occurred since, some times three and four 
in a day This morning at about 9 18 there was a very distinct 
and fairly sovere one which only lasted five seconds or so 
Tho weather looks threatening and the atmosjhere is clos 
and oppressive 
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MYllENSrNGK 

At 540 PM, on tlie 12th w«ta»t a tremendous earth- 
quake was felt bore A railway guard at Ilia station bad tbo 
prcseuco of mind to time the shock, wl leb lasted one minnt 9 
and a half There is a dtfferouco of opinion ns to tbo direc- 
tion taken by tbo wave Out of about 150 pucca houses in tbo 
town and its neighbourhood, only two stood tbo shock, : e , 
the Town Hull and the District Magistrate's honse Only 
n portion of tho Magistrate's *nd Collector’s cutcberios 13 
standing Tho Judge’s Court and offices aro m ruins A 
low rambling sound was the first warning received of tbo 
coming disaster, and those who had experienced the slock 
of I 880 or heard of it wero not slow 10 quitting their houses 
Tho mother of one of tho pleaders was killed, it is supposed 
more bj fright thai mjuiy from tho falling home A few 
t others were buried, but quickly unearthed by tho police and 
coolies Ur, Palit tho Barrister, had a very narrow escape 
with his wife and child They wero in their louse when it 
came down It apj ears that when the portion tlioy were it 
bogan to come down, thoy ran to tho other side, and when 
that tottered they rnshed back to the ruins of the first spot. 
Both Mr and Mrs Faht were slightly injured by falling 
plasters and bricks It Will be amusing to know that tho 
District Judge is living in lus stables, Mr and Mrs Paht m 
a Railway carriage, the District Superintendent of Police 
and his assistants in the Police linos, and most of the other 
European officials and non officials in touts, kitchens, and 
stables The railway hue has been damaged very badly for 
about 23 miles aud a tram is not expected to run from 
Mymemingh for another fortnight Mofuesil reports show 
serious damage m all parts of the district, and the quantity 
Of stinking sand and matter which has oozed from the fissures 
has in many places damaged the young 1 rop Some of these 
cracks are 25 feet; 10 breadth The subsidence of land near 
rivers and hhals has damaged and rendered useltss many huts 
aud houses which stood the violence of the shock The 
most complete wrecks are tho Raja’s Palace, and the two 
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churches Two or three shocks are felt hero daily, the last 
being at 6-30 this morning 


NAKALTA 

I hare just read an account of the reported disappenrnncs 
of several villages along the river Jamuiia, and I am glad to 
eay that this is pare imagination Certainly we had a very 
severe shock on the 12th mutant at 5 30 P M , which lasted 
f”om five to six minutes The houses in this quarter, consisting 
chiefly of mat walls and thatched roofs, there was not much 
danger The impulse, however, to run out was dominant, and 
nearly everyone I think, followed this impulse Mohunganjs, 
an old Indigo factory, with a cutcha roof, had suffered very 
badly There are large gaps in the walls, and the place will 
require a good deal of repairing The residents of the factory 
have sought f shelter with friends til[ the repairs are finished 
No loss of life to my knowledge Las occurred owing to thw 
catastrophe, within a radius of fifteen miles The water in the 
river and tank at the time was very boisterous A very <hs 
tinct rumbling sound was heard to the north east after the 
earthquake for fully ten minutes Everyone at the time of 
the noise was greatly alarmed, ns the impression was that it 
was on us agam, but gradually the noise grew fainter ana ws 
wero satisfied that the earthquake was leaving us No noue» 
however, was heard before the earthquake came, if there 
was any sound it was not noticed by anyone 


FESTIVITIES AT 1IURSHIDABAD POSTPONED. 

His Highness the Nawab Bahadur of Jlurshldabad had 

arranged to celebrate tho Diamond Jubilee, by prayer at the 
city Mnsjul for tho long lifo, happiness and prosperity of Her 
ilajdsty the Empress, a dinner to tho European ladies and 
gentlemen of the district, illumination of and fireworks at the 
palace, feeding tho poor and the inauguration of a 
Doctor in connection with the local charitable her 
dispensary But the earthquake has so severely dar ds ° r *° 
Palace and tho other State building,, that it has ch * 
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disorganised the programme. The palace M not safe enough 
for the reception of visitors, and His Highness will conse- 
quently have to postpone the dinner party, the illuminations 
and firoworks to a fnlnro date. 

CASUALTY AT DINAJPUR. 

The effects of the earthquake aro being seriously felt 
hero. The Judge's hoaco is in reins, that of the District 
Superintendent of Police has totally collapsed, the Magis- 
trate’s house is much damaged and also the Rajbari. Every 
house is more or less damaged, in one house soven women 
were injured, and one has ainco died. Railway communica- 
tion was only stopped for a abort time and is now reopened. 


(The Englishman, Thursday* yune 24, 3887.) 


AH OFFICIAL SURVEYOR WANTED. 

Calcutta is still in the hands of the surveyors and buil- 
ders. Many an old landmark has vanished, while houses in all 
directions oro, in the words of the song, “closed for altera- 
tions and repairs.” Among others, the work on to the Lall 
Bazar Police Office has been begun, while an army of work- 
men is busily engaged all over the city, pulling down or 
building up. The former process is in many cases most 
dangerous. A part of the corner house of Garstiu’s Place 
that is being dismantled looks as if it would certainly collapse, 
carrying the workmen with it. In other places, there 
can be little doubt that tho repairs are being hurried, not to 
aay scamped. Our attention has been drawn to more 
than one house where deop fissures have been filled in 
loosely with broken bricks and snrki. In a few days it will 


be impossible to tell where the cracks are, especially if the 
.walls get a rub of whitewash. It is hardly necessary to era- 
the iniquity of these operations, bnt unfortunately 
seems to be no official supervision. 

While engaged on the repairs at No. 41, Wellesley Street, 
mo** iIie b° UBOa damaged by the earthquake, throo masons 
\\ 
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injnrie. — tiro Y.rj tadl, On. ol 11,0 Wt« k« 

since died e , . 

Tlie building occupied os a thana in Waterloo 
1 nving been declared to bo unsafe, tbrougli the damage «n»- 
tamed by the shock, was vacated on Tne«day In«pector 
Crcngnu and his stuff of policemen romoved to No 9 Govern- 
ment Place, North, whom the thana is at present located 

Tbolce Factory in Narcollanga has escaped damagt. bat 
the quarters of Mr A T Tower, en^mcer in charge, situated 
in tho factory grounds, suffered so mncli tint ho has been 
forced to remove Tbe Toman Catholic Chapel and tho Ce- 
metery situated in Northern Cncular Road lave escaped 
injury of any kind Not so much a* the plaster ou the chapel 
walls has been broken. 

the shock in cachar 

REPORTED LOSS OF L1FF 
At 5 15 P M , on Saturday last, tho 12lh instant, Cachar 
was visited by ft «overo eirthqcake, which lasted about four 
minutes It began with a slight slinking, which increased 
in intensity until the vibration was so great as to cause 
feelings of nausea 

Mr Trotman’s bungalow and Mr Mor’ey’a have nearly 
collapsed, the former beyond repair Tbe Bazar Gbit las 
chasms of somo feet m width, and hot springs of sulphurous 
water are bnbbhng up Any number of n'ativo house* are 
razed to the ground The bouso that suffered most was the 
bungalow occupied by tho ladies of the Welsh Mission in 
Silchar A large brick column about two feet m diameter m 
the west end of their veraudali came down with a crash, 
smashing everything tn its fall The whole of the walls are 
cracked and split f-om floor to ceiling Luckily the ladies 
had time to escape. 

Tbe Surma Valley Light Horse Headquarters also 
Buffered Being situated on a small hill outside cantonments, 
it felt the whole shock, and every wall is split from top to 



( 137 ) 

% 

bottom The Sergeant Major « wife had a rcr y narrow escape. 
She was sitting at a table sowing when tbo trembling began 
and bad just time to reach tbo voraudah when a largo almiro, 
fell forward from tbo wall and smashed tho table at wbicb 
■ho had boon sitting Tbo remarkable fact about the whole 
shock is that largo articles such as heavy book cases, 
alrairahs, music stands, etc., fell forward with a crash, 
whilo lighter ornaraonts, such as vasos, lamps, otc , simply 
8lippod along a fow mchoj 

In tbo native tanks, winch aro now pretty full, tho 
wa'cr rushed from sido to tido until it roso in a wore ton 
foot high Wash stand basins full of water wero shaken 
until the basm was complotoly ompty, water boing thrown 
from six foot away On tho river wnvos wore soon that took 
one’s memory hack to tho Bay of Biscay. Tho bod of tho 
river upheaved and mado a sight that scarod tho nativo mind 
Two boats wero sunk boro, and tho nvor remained rough for 
at least half an hour aftorwards 

A roport has just roachod mo that a largo houso has 
faDon in a bust) n oar boro and inat nine nativos nro killed, 
but this is not yet conGrmod Tho shocks wero repeated m a 
milder form at 10 15 r M and 1 15 i » , on Sunday morning 
I hoar a great rush was mado to sond off telegrams, hut'" 
sad to rolato tho posts and wiros had alao aufforod, and tho 
would bo senders wont homo lamenting 

Of course, there nro bttlo things that make ono smile 
wbon it is all ovor A nnmhor of Manipun mistnos wero at 
work on a largo bungalow in tho station, and when tbo shock 
began they wore bewildered Thoy hung to tho rafters liko 
monkeys, but in a mmuto o«. so thero was a stampede When 
they foand themselves on tho ground they stood looking 
up in the sky for tho cause of tho trouble The sepoys of 
the 17th B I wero very sensible in their ideas Thoy bolted 
out of their houses and spread thomsolves out on all fours, 
looking like so many monsoon frogs waiting for the ram 



( 133 ) 

The direction of the roll appeared to be from south-east 
to north- we«t Host of the large articles fell either towards 
north or south , if with their backs against a north wall they 
fell south, or vice versh 

Nine miles out of the station the roads were split up in 
all directions The river soemed to stay its progress for a 
second or so, and then it flowed on. 

A NOTBEU ' A CCOITST 

Sunday, June 13 —I find that the wires are still 
blocked So I forward eomo particulars by post regarding 
the damage done The shock came about 5-20 P n , and 
though it might seem longer through the excitement of 
tho moment, the severe shock, which did the damage did 
not last over fifty seconds There were tremblings and slight 
waves for some time after, and at 1-20 i si on Sunday 
morning we had a slight shock, bat the damage was done 
by the severe one of Saturday evening. 

The principal damage done m the station of Silchar is 
the front of the lady missionary’s house having fallen out 
and tho bungalow of Captain Waller, steamer agent, tho walls 
of which are cracked all over, the arches broken, and much 
personal property destroyed Not a bungalow m the station of 
bilchar has escaped, and in tho tea district the damage to 
buildings and machinery is serious At Halhecherra the bund 
holding the water supply for the turbine working the tea 
machinery of the garden bnrsfc , the tnrbino, wo hoar, is des- 
troyed together with the machinery Lnclaly no lives were lost 
Man; toa gardens near Silchar have sustained severe lo'S and 
no doubt when telegraphic communication is restored wo shall 
bear of much more 

The steamer companies have had their property at soma 
Stations entirely destroyed, Fenchuganj.the cold weather head 
quarters of the company, being exceedingly unfortunate The 
offices have entirely disappeared, the land on which they arc 
limit hanog jubudod, and 008 of tho largo godemns baj 
frank several feet into the earth. 
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SERIOUS REPORT PROM SYLHET. 

The district SylhCt ha3 suffered very severely. Sytheb 
Town is partially destroyed, and there is serious lo39 of life. 
At Fenchuganj, the house of Oaptaiii Walker wad swallowed 
up, and many native houses hive gone into the river. It is 
the same at Karimganj. At Monantubh the saw mills have 
keen swept away. 

Hatticherra Tea Estate has heen badly damaged. Tbo 
large dam and turbine moved bodily away, releasing a store 
of water twenty feet high, which toot everything before it. 
Doloo has suffered in h less degree. 

At Nemotha, the sanithriutn for Cacbar, n till over 4,000 
feet 'above tbe sea level, the house of Mr. Carnac, District 
Superintendent of Police, has been shaken to the ground. 
Every bungalow is shaken. The church walj is cracked, and 
there is an opening in the ground in the bazar. 

THE shook: IN KUCH BEHAR. 

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE MAHARAJA. 

A correspondent of the Darjiling Standard, writing front 
KuCh Behar on 13th June, says : — We had such an experience 
here yesterday as I believe no one has ever had in India be- 
fore, and I hope none will ev8r have again. The Moliurrum 
was at its height and all tho tazzias wore in the palace ground* 
the weather was fine, Bad happily all the people were outside 
when in three minutes there was but one pucka house left 
standing in Knch Behar, and the roads and fields were all 
great gaps with water spouting onfc. I am not very easily 
moved, but I confess I was this time, I had just loft the palace 
ancf was driving homo when suddenly everything shook and 
a big two-storeyed house SO feet in front of me collapsed. The 
toad was cut into great gaps, and it looked as if we should 
do Korah Dathan and Co. When it stopped, I turned round 
nud drove back to the palace and found it a ruin, Tho Maha- 
raja and many others escaped 03 by a miracle ; but two men 
wore killed (wo may hear of more), I then drove home and 
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found ray houie a ruin So far I believe only seven men are 
killed, entirely owing to everyone liorag out to see the Mohiir 
rum With every house in ruins, it is impossible to say if 
this is all bat I think it may be , all houses savo ono which h 
too dangerous to work on, have boeti examinod and it is not 
good sacrificing more men for an idea, for if thero arc more 
,n tbat house they are dead We hear that two of tho 
mofussil cntchernes and pncca schools and many bridges 
are gone Railway and postal communications are stoppod 
Practically all that has been done in this State m the 
v,ay of buildings and pncca bridges for tbo last 15 years, 
bas been swept away in threo mtnntes I hnvo scon two 
fairly bad earthquakes in Dacca and the effects of n bad one 
lit Bogra and Sherpnr, but I never saw anything like this 
The fissures in the earth from most of winch water came out, 
made the bulk of tho people believe that the lait day bad 
come 1 do not think much damage will he dono to crops 
dust close to the fissures, where the bubbling water carried 
much 6and, there will be a little damage and the earthquake 
lias raisod the water level everywhere but this, I hops, will 
go down in a day or two, and if it does thero will be no 
great harm done The motion was a very short, quick an. 
dulation giving a pncca house no chance Last night I slept 
in the Church, which is a thatched bungalow and escaped 
in consequence Much of our property is gone, but tho 
Maharaja’s losses are enormous He had practically built 
bouses for all his chief officors and cntchernes at all sab 
divisions , but one and all are gone The. palace is beyond 
repair, but I hope most of tho furniture may yet bo saved 
Still the loss is enormous, and its suddenness makes it all the 
more crushing 

The Maharaja will go to Darjiling with tbo boys as soon 
as be can travel He has nowhero to live hero (nor have any 
of us, for that matter) and is in a single room with his throe 
sons , tutors and aides de camp m another Tho Durbar is oE 
course an impossibility , nowhere to hold it, and evoiy pice 
is required lo make good the damages 
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FIFTEEN DEATHS AT RUNGPtJR 
The house of the Coileator of Rungpur ib gone, a? vroll os 
the pucca houses and catchenes m the station Wo had a 
hid time here altogether — fifteen people hilled All our Jubi- 
lee preparations come to notbiug The entire European com- 
munity of the station .arc now housed in the grass ddk bunga- 
low, one room to each family 

{The Englishman , Trtda), June 25, 1897 ) 

THE MADRASAH COLLEGE AND ITS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

This part of the city abounds with traces of the violenco 
of the earthquake From a distance the brohen steeple 
of the Free Church arrests the eye Mr H Slarh, who 
is at present in charge of the Madrasah, and who hvos just 
opposite the church, from his upper vorandah watched the 
steeple reeling to and fro The shaft of masonry, cltar-cnt 
against the bluo sky, rocked violently, then a crackling sound, 
aud some fifteon feet of masonry danced over the tower Ifc 
was a woird sight Thou camo renewed shocks, and tho 
steeple top camo to the ground with a crash The street was 
crowded with people who had rushed from their houses. 
Wellesley Sqnaro was thronged As soon as the quaking sub- 
sided, Mr Stark hastened to tho Madrasah to find out how 
the bidding had fared Tho ground floor had escaped 
practically unhurt, hut the upper storey, which is used as a 
hoarding house for mofussil students, has been much shaken 
Ever/ arch is broken, serious gaps have been made, and the 
Preciau porch on the south has had to be deprived of its 
pediment, as this ornament had been thrown out of position. 
Tho Execulivo Engineer has forbiddon the upper floor to be 
occupied till tbo repairs are completed It was fortunate that 
the students woro at their own homes m consequence of the 
midsummer vacation An application lias been made for per- 
mission to lodge tho boarders, when tho Collcgo reopens m 
tho Elliott Hostol This building, a9 well as Dr Ha rule’s and 
Mr. Stark's houses, have not been injured In Wellesley 
Street the following houses have suffered considerably . 



( U2 ) 

Nos l2, 51, 47, 46, 75, and 77 No 75, the registered office of 
the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association, is a complete 
wreck, and St Saviour’s Church (S P. G ) at the corner of 
the Square has sustained several nasty cracks 


THE EXPERIENCE OF SOUTH SYLHEP 
South Sylhet, Jane 14 — The Diamond Jubilee year 
In Sonth Sylhet is likely to leave anything but pleasant- 
remimscencos behind it, ercept, perhaps, one of thank- 
fulness that, so far, there has been no great loss of life 
in what ought have been an appalling tragedy At 
6-20 Pm, local time, on Saturday, without any warning, 
there was the most violent earthquake that has ever 
been m the memory of the oldest inhabitants The writer of 
tnis has had conversation with the oldest inhabitants, and 
they aver that the one of 1869 was child’s play to it, 
The season all through has been an unusual one, but there 
were no indications pointing to an upheaval. The sky 
was overcast, and shortly before it had been raising 
heavily. Almost immediately after the shock was over, 
it began to drizzle again, and the temperature was moder- 
ate at the timo, 82° in the shade In nearly all our 
former earthquakes, their approach was signalled by a load, 
rnmbhng noise, bat in this instance there was no such 
eign, and the first indication was a most serious up- 
heaval, which scarcely permitted ono to remaia on their 
leg9 , in fact, walking or running was oat of the question, 
unless ono held one's arms out like a balancing pole on a 
trapezo, and the violence of the shock was so great 
that linga treei were bent almost to the ground and 
seemed as if suddenly struck by a very serare squall Tho 
duration of the shock was close on three minutes , and the 
wave seemed to travel from a northerly to a southerly 
direction, perhaps north westerly to south easterly or near- 
ly that Tho amount of damage done is, of course, great- 
ly exaggerated by native report, but still it is enor- 
mous Opposite ilortmga Factory, tho Doloi nyer backed up 
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and overflowed its banks with a regular roar, and great gaps 
or fissnres oponed out all over tko country. At Munshi 
Bazar the biweekly bit was going on, and the consternation 
may be more easily imagined than doscribcd. Tho unfortunate 
natives tried to fly, but were mot by hugo fissures opening in 
front of them, from which dust very much liko fine charcoal 
was emitted in clouds. Tho train (Assam-Bongal) was der* 
railed near Karimganj, and one ballast train near Tolagaon 
bad only tho engino and a few trucks loft on the lino, tho rest 
eubsiding into tho paddy fields below, the embankments 
having parted and left a fissure undorncath. Disasters, all 
more or less serious, are reported on all sidos, but the only 
case in which there is any authentic information is tho case 
of Ali Omjid Khan'e, the lnrgost zemindar in South Sylhet. 
Jfc being tho Mobnrrum timo thero was a largo gathering at 
the place for religious oxercises, amounting, it is said, to 
200 people. The building being a pncca one, it was, of 
course, inevitable, if anything happoned to it, that thero 
Should bo disaster, and rumour bos it, foundod on very 
good authority, that somo ten people are seriously injared, 
and three fatally. Tho building is a complete wreck. The 
first rumour was that Ali Omjid Sahib was buried in tho 
ruins, but this turns out to be false as be is safe ; and, ns be 
is a great farourite. there was a feeling of relief whoa tho 
nowB became known. The interruption to the Assam-Bengal 
is serious, and tho district in tho moantimo is cut off from 
the outer world, and there have been no mails for threo days. 
Purther particulars will follow wlion authentic information 
comes in. 

BtmVcL Qy&dl, Jane Yl,— Dtcriug yesterday, as no 
shocks of earthquake were felt, we wero beginning to 
get our confidence restored when last ni ght wo bad four 
shocks again, two between 12 and ono in tho morning, 
very sharp and quick. Sad tales of ruin drop in, and tho 
station of Sylhet itself seems to hare suffered more orm 
than tho worst parts of the districts. Details are mostly nativo 
pumour^ a? no dlks have boon delivered since tho 12fch. It i$ 



a scandal to the district Where can the up mails of the 13th 
lie all this time ? When the earthquake took place the mails 
had got this far, and the letters of the next day due from 
Calcutta must hare been between Goalundo and Chand 
and ought at once to hate been sent on by despatch steamer 
to Monomukh, Fenchnganj and Silchar, bntno ono seems to 
know anything about whose business it is to make any ar- 
rangements and up to date the only dak run is the empty 
farce of carrying the mail hags from the Shamshernagar Post 
Office to the railway station, and back again There ought 
to bo some fat in tho firo somewhere, and it is hoped that 
the Chief Commissioner, who is on the warpath to improve 
his Province, will make a start with tho postal authentic. 
All last week’s home letters are lying at the various stations 
on the Assam Bongal Railway, and doubtless many friends 
at home will ho anxious when they receivo no letters nnlesa 
those out here have foresight enough to wire via Bombay, 
and it is even doubtful if tboso wires would catch tho mail, 
as it was only yoslcrday that tolegraphio communication was 
rostored vil Sylhet, although by paying for a pross mossago 
at ordinary rates, I did manages to get a wire through to the 
Englishman by tho railway wires Up to now, tho line is not 
clear, only urgent messages being accepted, and it will take a 
day or two to work up arroars, but just imagine you in Cal- 
cutta bcin" cut off from tho outer world for six days, and the 
postal authorities makiug no show Only one thing prevents 
crimo in tho shapo of manslaughter being porpetrated, and 
that is tho difficulty of getting at tho heads of the depart- 
ment If manslaughter were committed, tho Deputy Com- 
missioner says he would let tho porpotrator down 
easy Prom ono ond of tho district to tho othor, it is 
extraordinary hot? severely Bomo places suffered, and others 
quilo close got off lightly Taking the South Sjlhct district 
as tho furthest south! m tho subdivision, it would appoar 
as if the Dcmislon Division had boon on tbo crcsl of a 
wave, or nearly s>, and Kabgbat, still nearor tho centre, if 
not tho actual, for travelling furthor, north, tho damage was 
lait decreasing, and at Bharactora and Jagchcrra it was prac- 
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lically ml, bat after leaving Jageherra it again began to 
increase in force, Mydehie and Mertinga being in the 
centre, while Shumshcrnagar, a little further north, practical, 
ly escaped Kunnyhatli and Iiungla, going on in the samo 
northerly direction, began to feol it considerably, the ceuire of 
Ihn wave occurring at Clevedon or thereabouts Proceeding 
further north, we come to Sylhefc station itself, which must 
have boon m another centre, ns tho bnngalow9 and catchernea 
nro all moro or less injured or wrecked, and tho jail a rum. 
It is feared that there is a bi 0 death roll Since writing the 
above, thero was another smart shock at 3 p M Since then 
heavy ram lms fallen, and the air seems cleared a bit, and it 
is to ho devoutly hoped that this is the last shako for some 
time Tho shy has during the last week had the most extra- 
ordinary appoarance I ever remember— grand, awe inspiring, 
and picturesque , the varied tints of blue being a distinctive 
feature, from tho palest azuro, m the foreground, to what ono 
might call an electric or metallic blue m the background 

AZIMGANJ. 

A sovero shock was felt here this (Saturday) evoning at 
about 5 pm The wave passed from east to west It lasted for 
about threo minutes, causing several buildings and temples 
to fall A greater part of the town is m ruins There Lavo 
been several shocking deaths hero luno dead bodies of men 
women and children have already been extricated from tho 
debris Half ru hour after the first shock another slight 
shock was folt A low rumbling noise vs occasionally heard 
from under the ground The people are panic stricken, and 
many have been rendorod homeless The fine Jam temple of 
the late Bai Dhnnpat Singh, Bahadur, worth about a lakh of 
rupocs is down The damage to property on tho olhor aide of 
the rivor is also groat It was drizzling when tbs first shock 
was felt Tho roof of tho local railway station office has given 
way, damagiug the telegraphic apparatus 

SLKAMPUR 

All the houses hero were damaged Tho College house 
was very much injured Mr Craven’s house was so badly 
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injured that he was obliged to remote on the fame flight/ 
The old Danish church hns been greatly damaged Two men of 
the Serampnr Mills wen? hurt, and one man from Bbadressar 
to severely that he died after his arrival in the hospital/ 


UINE DEATHS AT BOGRA. 

The destructive earthquake which passed oyer Bengal on 
the 12th. of June was felt at Bogra at about 5 10 j> u « and last- 
ed for about three minutes It came on with a low rumbling 
noise, and began witn a mild shock at first The buildings 
and trees began to sway and a Bhout of panic arose— Hindus 
shouting “Hanboll Haribol I " and Mussalmans ‘ Alla 1 
Alla I M Almost aU the public buildings in the station 
have boon either unroofed or severely cracked and / 
damaged The District Magistrate’s residence is a mass of 
rnins, and the Magistrate and his family narrowlj escapod # 
Kawab Abdul Sobhan Ghowdhury’s residonce has al*o been 
totally wrecked The District Magistrate’s cutcherry is 
reduced to ruins, having for the most part been unroofed. 
The Circuit House has been similarly damaged. The Public 
Library has been .demolished Almost all the pucca houses 
m the bazar and the town have either been completely smash- 
ed or severely damaged After the earthquake a noise re 
Gambling the sound of distant cannonade was heard to come 
from the oast, without, however, being accompanied or fol- 
lowed by any shock The rumbling noise at the be^nn- 
mng seemed to come from the north, but the ground 
swayed from cast to west Not only pucca houses but 

bouses with mud walls were severely damaged TL« 
p^lagistrate, the District Superintendent of Police, and the 
oxtrao? — w bo was holding Sessions at Bogra at tho time— have 
quite clo3*P* ,,ed to tak ' a shelter in tents The district was cut 
as tho fartk lside l uPication for three days, no daks being 
as if tho DenWcm Divis’graphio communication was difScul t 
wave, or nearly go, and signalled for over 24 hours, 

not the actual, for travelling filed up to the present momeut m 
fast decreasing, and at Bharaoo^ 0 At Jaipur hat a brother and 
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ft nephew, aged 70 and five, respectively, of the Deputy Collec- 
tor in charge of the Government Estates were crushed to death 
by *tho roof falling upon them. The persona who faava 
died are mostly children, aged from three to five years. The 
distress of the people who have been deprived of their houses 
cannot be overstated. Large fissures hare appeared on 
the surface of the earth in many places on the banks of the 
Koroloya, and sand and water have issued out of them in 
large quantities. Repoits have come from a place called 
Jamirbiria to the effect that the ground^ has sunk in many 
places, while tho beds of the Korotoya have been raised up in 
others. At Fulbaria, fragments of stone of dark colour have 
hson thrown up through crevices .and holes in the ground, 
specimens of which have been sent np to tho District Magis- 
trate. Tho oarthquako was felt with less violenco at Sherpur* 
jjO loss of life being reported. In many places the smell of aul. 
phur was detected coming oat of tho fissures.Tho Magistrate 
of the district has been busy with the accommodation of the 
Collectorato Outchery, and temporary sheds are boing erected 
with all possible baste. The local Government school was ex- 
amined by tho Magistrate tho other day, and granted a week’s 
holiday os tho buildiag was bally c,rac .0 1. Tho Civil Medical 
Officer’s lionso partly collapsod, and Dr. V.L Watts is residing 
in liis kitchen. The odI/ public bnildings which havo escaped 
without appreciable damage are the Post Office, the Distriot 
Board’s Offico, tho Municipal Office, and the Zenana Hospital 
r -tho last having been erected only a few months ago. Mr. 
Taylor, a Government pensioner, is living in a gari, his house 
being smashed. 


RAMGOPALPUR. 

The shock of tho t2ih was folt here most severely, .16 
lasted Gve minutes, and every brick-bailt house was levelled. 
Alt tho grand costly farnitare of Rai Jogandra Keshoro Rai 
Bahadur's palace has been completely destroyed. A bearer of 
the palaca has been killed by the falling in of a roof. The 
neighbouring Tillages of tho palace were cracked, and land 
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and wilor issued from the ground Tbo standing crop9 of 
those villages are covered with sand Gouripur, Kali par, 
ColocLpur and Bhowampur aro in the same condition. 

CHITTAGONG 

I have not seen any notice of the earthquake at Chitta- 
gong on 12th instant among the many sad descriptions 
you have collected from other parts of India I was 
at the Agonea Tea Estate at the time, and at the moment 
of the occurence was occupied in paying the hands At 5 27 
j> M , local time, there was a slight tromor, which gradually 
increased in intensity, and I thought it prudent to clear out 
o£ the lea house when tho Tiro Insurance buckets in the loft 
overhead shook out their contents on my pay roll For throe 
ar.d a half minutes tho ground swerved heavily from tho north 
*.ast to sonth-west The men (mostly Mussulmans) began to 
pray and tho children to try Tho women remained perfectly 
stohed 

Thero was no rumbling sound, such as I remember 
io have been the mvaciblo accompaniment of tho 
many earthquakes I have experienced in Chili Tho 
shocks wore heavier than I have known during 22 years' 
resulonco in Chittagong and longer than in nny I have known 
elsewhere. Tho tanks wore violently agitated I noticed 
some cows grazing in a field bolorr, but they wore not m any 
way disturbed The crows, on tho other hand, were in a 
greatly agitated stato Tho earthquake brought down the 
ram from tho leaden skies, which had bocn hanging over ns 
for hours 

No material damago was done. Tho cement floors were 
cracked, a coolio lino was injured, and the wall of a pucca 
building split Tho oarthquako was equally aorcro all over 
the district, and it is fortnnato thoro was no tidal wave in tho 
nvors or tho low lands would have been submerged. There 
was a alight shock again at midnight, and another at 1 r W. 
on tbo 13th 

DAMAGE AT FLNCI3UGANJ. 

Tho Steamer Co 'a property at Foncbnganj has been des- 
troyed The oEco was undermined and sunk in the river. 
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Tho iron godowns havo running through them large fissures 
a foot vide* and on each side are heaps of sand and black, 
ovjl-smelhng raud thrown from the fissures during the 
chock The main road from the ghat to the Sylhet road is 
destroyed, an$. much domago done to surrounding tea gardens. 
IS o dak has reached Silcliir from Calcutta fora week The 
steamers formerly running the mails by Government confci act 
have again been employed by tho Postal authorities. 


DISTRESS IN SHILLONG 

FUNERAL OF MR McCABE 

Shillong, Juno 17 

I am anxious to scud some news to day, but to write m 
any way connectedly is impossible Discomforts ore very 
great, and the heavy downfall of ram has increased these 
greatly This morning we are thankful to have fair weather 
with a slight wind, which will enable us to get oar clothes 
dried All night long it rained heavily, — such rains as 
have not boon known in Shillong for years past, — and m 
addition, there was much thunder and lighting Shocks were 
less frequent in the early part of the night, bnt at 1 r.Ji one 
occurred which would have beeu considered senons by those 
who had not suffered the terrible earthquake of the 12th in- 
stant Another equally bad took place at 4 a ji and lesser 
shocks continued almost every five minutes until 6 30 a u 

Little news has reached ns from the outer world, and we 
long to hear that all are safe as we are Food supplies contmao 
fairiy £uau’, fiotf ibnrs artf am'ori^nneu 1 fTo dupeifi'or supplies 
from Gauhati, hut now all hopes are shattered, for we hear 
Ganhati also is levelled with the dust , fortunately, how 
ever, without loss of European life Some native children 
only, wo hear, have suffered 

The body of Mr Ros«enrode, of Upper Shillong, was 
found on Tuesday last, buried m the rums of his own house 
and was buried the same evening in the cemetery. Mach 
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'sympathy is felt for bia daughter, Mrs Hudson, who is alone 
and suffering anxiety about her hnsband who had gone out 
into the district and has not yet been heard of The on*,e 
beautiful cemetery is in a sad state The funeral of Mr 
JI Cabe was a sad and never to be forgotten eight It took 
place on the evening of Sunday, the 13th instant 
In torrents of rain the monrnfn! procession of all who 
•were able to attend bore the remains of their dear lost 
friend to his last resting placo The broken down wall of the 
cemetery had to he crossed by the mourners with their an 1 
burden as btst they could The service was said by the 
Chaplain Mr Davies, and never was se-vice more solemnly 
impressive 

Jane 18 — The fair weather has been of short dnration 
Kam again is falling heavily and rambling shocks continue 
half hourly and more or less freqnently Bash is are quickly 
being erected , the sound of hammering is heard on all sides, 
and the ladies and children, still in the native market and 
cricket pavilion will be glad to escape to Bashas 

The exposure has been most trying but all so far have 
borne up bravely All the tents avail ab Jo have beep erected 
and thankfully accoptod All attempts possible arc being 
made to search for and recover missing property m the rums 
of the various houses, but again heavy rain is a hindrance, 
and labour is scarce Famine prices continue Coolie labour 
if Rs 2 per diem gram Rs 20 a maand nee Rs 8 Bread is 
unattainable Little dour is to bo had, and tins of biscuits arc 
nearly exhausted 

Telegraphic communication is still cut, hut a body of men 
havo gone under Mr Henderson’s supervision to attempt 
to repair the wires The ddk which should have arrived on 
the 13th has just reached ns, and that does not bear on the 
present distressing stato of matters 

5-50 r * -Comparatively .l. B bl .back. hare matraurt 
mill much wind ui ram New. f, 0 „ Colcalto a 
oniioiulj looked for, but 10 for uono boo been received. 
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WHY SILOS AH WAS NOT MORE DAMAGED 
Silchar, Juno 21 

After a lapse of eight days our first batch of papers cams 
to hand yesterday, and as may be imagined -were eagerly . 
scanned for news of the recent terrible earthquake. On read- 
ing the telegrams from various stations we were somewhat 
surprised to see that the account sent from Silchar gavo the 
duration of the shock us lasting thirty seconds only This is 
incorrect, the actual duration being abont four minutes, 
though some of the residents say five uni six, while for some 
time after that a slight escalation continued So far as we 
know at present only two lives were lost, but many had narrow 
escapes, notably one lady seated at her dressing table, who 
moved away just in time, us a moment later a heavy almirah 
fell with a crash on to the table The Mission House, In which 
two ladies reside, was partly destroyed, the pillars supporting 
the front verandah collapsed, causing *hat part of the honso 
to fall Every bungalow is moro or loss damaged and cracked, 
some of the walls showing big gaps, and of course the break- 
age to furmtnro, glass, etc , was very great Rut in com. 
partson to other places not many miles distant we now con- 
sider that we were exceptionally fortunate hero in not sustain- 
ing more loss, and attribute this chiefly to the fact of our 
houses not being pncca, but built of bamboo, with wooden 
rafters and plaster walls They gave to the shock and swayGd 
about liho boats on the water 

Our own experience of the occurrence was that m attempt- 
ing to rush across the room to the nearest exit it seemed 
like reeling up a lull The house appeared to be lifted bodily 
and came down slantwise and as though the floor came up to 
moot one 1 My husband and I made an nttempt to leave the 
house, but before we could reach an outer door were com- 
pelled to hold on to a projecting post for fully a minute to 
save ourselves from being thrown violently to the ground It 
was with difficulty we could keep on our feet At last we man- 
aged to get outside, where all was in great commotion , ser- 
vants were ecrcauung, some lying down and others clinging to 
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each other and hanging on to Uio nearest substantial objfcts 
The horses were stamping ebout m a terrified state In the sta- 
ble, dogs were howling, and in fact ctory beast and bird seem* 
cd <o highly disapprove of tho interrupted state of affairs, 
judging by tho none they made On turning to tho river (our 
bungalow being situated on the b&ak) the »if,ht was one that 
mil toug remain in our memory Tho water was 10 wares 
each ns are only scon in a hcasy slonn at ica, with this differ- 
ence that quantities of earth wero thrown up from fifteon to 
t \cnty foct high, tba npptiranco nflcrwnr is being that of a 
river of mud Tho one topic of conversation the whole week 
has boon of tbo earthquake, and wo have all been waiting in 
great anxiety for nows of our frionls in other parts, moro es- 
pecially of tho ui forltuialo visitors to Shillong Hat we coaid 
only wait, and wait in gusponso, ai we havo been cat off from 
nil communication hot only was thcro no postal delivery for 
eight days, bnt thcro seems to ba an indofin to ondiog to tlio 
receipt of tclograms Tho telegraph offico has boen beseigeil 
day and night with anxious persons writing mossages, and 
alt! ough our telegram* liavo been accepted for despatch since 
tho 14th, we can gel no replies to Uato. 

Several slight shocks of carihquako havo been felt tho 
week through, one on Saturday night last being unpleasantly 
noliceublo, and wo are all in a stnlo of nervoas excitement, 
fciring there are moro to follow, yet hoping that wo have 
seen tho last of so lornblo a calamity as that of tho 12th 
instant 


SOME DETAILS FROM SFIILLONG 
Tho Commissioner, Ur Cotton, and Mrs Cotton wore just 
stepping into their carriage when the first shock was foil Tho 
pomes bolted luckily and only just got clear of tho falling 
b uldwsr I havo heard of oao case m which a sick woman 
was thrown out of tho window with tho couch sho was sleep- 
ing on Her life was thus saved Mr Mc*f aaghten a nowly 
joined subaltern, who was very ill m bed, was carried out 
through the window of his house by Mias Beadon, whoso 
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magnificent pluck m a most trying crisis has boon tho genore! 
subject of conversation Tho water-works have beon destroyed 
and so also tho beautiful “ Ward" lake At tho lime of the 
first shock a Mr Elder, son of Captain Cider, oar oldest resi- 
dent, was rowing in tho lake Tho surging waters drove 
this boat on to tbo dam, and with tho md of his bearer’s tar- 
ban young Mr Elder, a boy of nineteen, was dragged to tho 
shore, and only just got away from tho bridge whon tho dam 
burst The roar which followed as tho watar rushed down 
the hills was heard two miles off Tho lovely grounds sur- 
rounding the lake, which were Sir William Sard's special 
pride, are a hopoless ram, and it will take many a year before 
they can be restored to thoir former beauty 

Mr G K Watts, tho Executive Engiaoer of this district, 
and Cr Carroll, Civil Surgeon, arrived on tho 15th from 
Gauhati, having walked the distanco CS miles, in 30 hoars 
from time of stirtiog Very little damage, comparatively 
Bpeaking, has been done to the taam roid from Gaubati to 
Nongpoh, which is the halfway resting placo to Shillong 
and Mr. Watts, whose oaorgy is bovond praiso, is, 
confident of having that portion of the road ready for 
cart traffic m three days. From Nongpoh to Borgam, 
which is eight miles from Shillong, tho roads and 
bridges have been badly knooked about, but this portion 
also Mr Watts counts ou having open for traffio in ton days. 
The damage on the last eight miles is very serious, and prob- 
ably this poition will not be righted for a couple of 
months Letters are now carnod from Shillong to Gauhnti 
in 2 1 hours, the usual time being eight hours 

Last night at 12 0 clock we heard a fanfaro of trumpets, 
which the nervous among us thought was an intimation to 
the public that a large fire had occurred An hour later we 
had our first post delivered fro n Calcutta since the 12tli 

The devotion shown by Lieutenant Trotter, Command- 
ant of the Sdchar Military Police, who was on temporary 
duty in Shillong at tho time of the calamity, has been 
brought to my notice His wife is in Silchar, but in spu* 
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of the terrible suspcryo ho lias boon in owing to the absooee 
of news from that station, ho has dor otcd bim self night ^nd 
day to thoso who aro least ahlo to help themselves Messrs 
Bell and Hodgkins also deserro groat praiso for the pnhhc 
spirit shown by thorn throughout llys trying occasion I find 
I have omitted to mention an item of news brought by Mr. 
Watts, who said that as a consequence of tbo earthquake 
several small geysers and sulphur springs Lad started in the 
plains 

RAJ MAHAL 

The earthquake at Rajmahal on the afternoon of the 12th 
instant was of a sercro nature, and lasted for four minute*, 
creating quito a panic among the residents , almost every 
bnildmg has been seriously damaged Houses in the bazar 
have fallen and others so badly shaken that they are 
uninhabitable Some of the old ruins of great histori- 
cal and arehscological interest hare collapsed At Sahib* 
gaDj the damage has been very sercro l bo Railway In«- 
titute tower and the upper storey of the Railway Offic* 
havo fallen, and some of the other Railway buildings 
bave sustained injury, while the Maharajpnr and Tinpahar 
railway station buildings aro considered unsafe and likely to 
fall in with the vibration of passing trains A second shod 
was felt next morning at half past twelve, a third at 10 p u , 
while a fourth occurred this morning, the 15th Jane, at 2 i m 
A remarkable feature of the earthquake was the 6uddeu 
cradiug of the earth in several places, from which a 
quantity of mad and water was thrown up to a height of 
three ox four feet Fortunately there has been no loss of 
life 


PAMDIM, DUARS 

As yon haTe had no account to date from the Damdim Dis- 
trict Dnars, concerning ^he earthquake I send you some notes 
The following bungalows are cither entirely ruined or will 
have to be pulled down and X rebnilt — Hahnipalha, Glencoe, 
Bullabarrie, and Putlarjhora Tho following are rather badly 
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Injured — Itamchera bungalow cbimnoy3 fallen and upper 
itorey badly cracked, lower storey not badly injured 
Soougatchi small bungalow, lower storey not badly injured, 
tipper storey badly cracked Olbor bungalow at Soongatchi 
cot badly injured Toonnbarri bungalow badly cracked 
up above, lower storey a few slight cracks Several 
factories have been slightly injured by and walls falling out 
and cracks Baradighi bungalow slightly cracked in uppor 
storey, not much injured, but 13 about the only bungalow 
which has not lost its chimney 

The avalanche of rocks referred to in yonr telegram as 
ha'ing fallen near Gnatong was vary distinctly heard in this 
district, but it seemed to be further away to tho oast tliau 
Quatong Tho thunder was very loud and also the seporato 
reports aftorwards, like big guns, the sounds were supposed 
to proceed from inside the earth, instead of 12 000 feet 
above us, until your telegram explained the cause 

The post and telegraph arrangements entirely collapsed 
hero For four days no information could bo got as to whether 
Calcutta was still in existence or not , indeed, it Beomed very 
probable that Calcutta had entirely disappeared, as people 
imagined that oven if forty miles of wire had fallen, m a 
civilized country one wire conld bo fixed np again in a day’s 
time Outsiders must tlnnk the Duars planters a very long 
suffering class of people, but anyone behind tho econos would 
know that it was as good as n sea trip to many managers, 
not hearing from their agents for four dayB 

In the neighbourhood of Nawra tea estato there wero 
several bad cracks in the earth, some of great depth 

THE SHOCK ON TdE BRAHMAPUTRA 
I am asked by nearly every person I meet— Did you feel 
the earthquake on the nvor at Gauhati ? lly reply to lh© 
query is — 1 did , and never will I forget the sensation of the 
first shock I was a passenger oa board tho steamer Indra 
at tho time "Wo wore anchored at the time, and I was on 
the fore dt,ck, and was talking to tho Captain and his 
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Trtfo, when I suddenly heard a strango rumbling 
sound, coming, as I thought, from the engine room 
Then it gi aw louder and loader, lhe captain then said 
“ It is an earthquake " No sooner had ho said the -words 
than I was thrown off ray feet, ns the steamer seemed to be 
thrown up I was obliged to cling to a pillar for sapport, 
as it was an mi| ossibility to stand without ossistance In the 
meantime the walls of the large white pncca gliant were 
crumbling to the ground like a pick of cards Bat the last 
I saw of it, it was still standing The hospital find all the 
buildings I coaid see fell to the ground with o era Ii I 
saw the top of the temple oa Peac ick Island fall 1 to the river, 
then 1 was unable to see anything more of the inland ts it was 
comjlotely hidden in a cloud of dust There were two flats in 
tow of us at the time, and the hawsers of both Sats were 
stretching and causing the flats to sway about m a most ter- 
rible manner, so that every second I expected the sides of tho 
steamer to go, and its bottom to drop out But we fortunately 
escaped with very slight damage to the steamer As soon as 
the shock was over the captain ordered steam, which was 
immediately given, to our great comfort, as we were simply 
going wherever the storm wave drove us Although wo had 
three anchors down at tho time tho sloim wave was tossing 
us about After a great deal of trouble and anxiety the 
captain managed to turn the steamer While we were under 
way we felt two shocks, which were continued throughout 
the night, two of which were nearly as severe as the first 
T! o steamer and flats were then taken below Karmicha Hill 
and anchored there, as tho water was not so di turbed But 
the contmous falling of earth caused one of the flats to 
ground lhe next day ou retaining to the ghaut at Gau 

hah it was about two hours before the steamer could a chor, 

as the ri\e r was still 60 te.nbly rough A numbe oE people 
carno from Gonlpara for aheltti as their bunglo v was neatly a 
rmo, lotto their dismay they fouid that every bull ini % in 
eluding tie church aud bar.r, lad uot a brick .turnip All 
the Croteau, had 10 go and .leap tho m 0 hl oa tho CoiLi,- 
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rroner’s yacht At Qauhati the ground opened and tho river 
entered the place, and some of the natives wore standing up 
to their necks in water , at Goal para the same thing hap* 
peued Ihe principal bungalows and the hazar are in ruins, 
oud although so mo of tho bungalows aro still standing they 
are not inhabitable 

How far it is true I cannot say, but I am told about 12 
miles from Gonlpara fire was seen to como from a mountain, 
and there was a dreadful smell of sulphur, but 1 leave this to 

geologists to find out. 

(The Englishman, Monday , June 2S, 1897 ) 

THE SEISMIC CENTRE 

AT THE TOOT 01? THE GARRO HILLS 
The catastiophe that swept over the whole of North*Easfc 
Bengal on tho 12th instant ovidontly had its centre an or very 
near the Garro Hills The direction of the seismtc wave was 
from north-east and north-west towards the south of theso 
points, and Myrcensingli and its vicinity within a radius oE 
about sixty miles from the hills suffered severely Wo first 
see the action of the wave at tho foot of the hills at Soosung— 
Durgapur, the residence of tho Maharajas of Soosung The 
•whole of this town is not only in ruins, but tho Rajaban 
■with the bazaar, and the police tliana, nearly a mila 
apart from each other, have Bunk several feet into tbo 
ground There have been several casual tio», and among 
others the Maharaja has to deploro the loss of an uncle and a 
cousin Coming south east and south west, wo find that 
Mymensiugh Ramgopulpur, Gauripnr, Kali pur, and Mukta- 
gacha have all suffoied greatly , to the south west, Jamalpnr, 
feburpur, Jnggernatbgaiij, and Serajganj, are all badly damag- 
ed roll owing tho former direction, I can speak from obierv- 
ation All tho loals, watei coursos, pucca and thatebod 
bungalows are entirely destroyed The bridges, without 
exception, are brokea Woodwork and masonry are smashed, 
and tho iron portions aro twisted The roadj aro sunk m 
several places, and have groat cranks across thom The water* 
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houses, and llio railway station Tho rumbling or groaning 
of .tho earth, as tho wavo was passing, was awo inspiring 
The Judgo’s Court, of winch wo wore proud, and tho Raja 
Bahadur's palaco, which was tno show place of Eastern Bengal 
with its magnificent furniture, pier glasses electric lighting^ 
etc , oro merely heaps of brick and mortar, tho foundations of 
which will have to bo taken out, if tho sites aro to be built on, 
as the earth's fissures run across thorn Tho bazar, with its 
many pucca dwellings and shops, is a heap of rums , through* 
out tho station thore are great rifts, and the smell from tho 
laud and stuff thrown up is sickening rinally tho chur 
opposite tho Btatiou has sunk six feet 

Our officials are mexhanstiblo m tboir endeavours to 
assist everyone, and in spite of tboir own lo ses and the hord 
times they are having Government proporty in ilio sbaj o of 
records, etc , havo boen saved and carofully homed \U*at 
Government and the householders of tho station mean lo do 
regarding the houses ruined remains yot to bo sem A* can 
while all tho officials except the Collector, whose honso is just 
tonantable, as also all tho other Europeans in tho statiou, aro 
living in ont houses and tents which with tho thermometer at 
very near 90° in tho shade, is no joke 

An EirTCQUiNB Jail Release 

Onr Cm! Snrgoou is having as hard a time cf it in ad- 
dition to his nsnal duties Barely hai tho shock passed than 
he cantered down to the Jail to find tho prisoners gathered 
and sitting nil of a heap, and tho walls fallen out As lie is 
responsible for tho prisoner, ho is constantly down at the Jail 
to see to tho rebuilding of tho wall 

Alnktagacha, a very large native town, is about eleven 
miles rrom this, and the homo of the Raja Bahadur and several 
large zemindars Tho Raja Bahadur had a fine palace there 
containing a valuable library, but tho place is m ruins, and 
several of the houses have snnk several feet 

The railway between this and Dacca has in places been 
twisted like a corkscrew, and all communication was stopjed 
for some days Bat considering that some of tho railway 



( 100 ) !> 

officials could coiuo tbrongli V •* ll ■ Mm ’ "' lher 
pimog tbattba mails oven now, several daja oiler, are put 
down about fifteen miles from this, to bo brought on • bj r 
runners Tho ItailwaJ Company aurelj could have a trollj 
service for the mails 

Ai>otiieb Accodht 

Wo seem to have felt it almost worse than in any other 
part of Bongal I wnto to givo you some of tho details of 
tho damage it baa caused All pendulum clocks having 
stopped at 5 5 PM, wfl gathered that the shock, or, 
at any rate, tho greatest sevority o! it was felt at that 
timo , it lasted folly two miimtos, and viewing the 
suriounding buildings as I did from the Maidan in front 
of the house , I could see at least tour of the houses 
occupied by the European residents Of these, threo were 
so “badly damaged that it is dangerous to attempt living 
in them Two of these were two storeyed, and literally 
crumbled to bits 

The Judge’s house is one of the above-mentioned, and from 
the spot where I was standing you could see also the ruin of 
the little English church and a small pucca building m»od 
the Ur ali mo Somaj A large lower storeyed building near 
the Police Lines, which has recently been repaired and was 
occupied by the Engineer in charge of the new Railway exten* 
sion, is also a rum All the European housos, except one, haTe 
become uninhabitable, including the magnificent palace of the 
Maharaja, which was furnished throughout m the most costly 
alylo 

Tho European residents are now in tents and kntcha huts 
originally intended as servants’ quarters, hut jn every case 
they oscapea unhurt The Native town has suffered also, 
most of the pucca buildings, of which thera are a great manv, 
having become quite uninhabitable The Chan table Bos- 
pital has escaped with a few cracks m the south west wmg of 
tho building 

Only ono death occurred, and that was of the wife of one 
®! our local pleaders, who was crushed by a falling wall. 
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IN THE RUINS OF SHILLONG 

A TORLOEN JUBILEE SERVIOE. 

This Queen’s Message 

Shillong, June 20 — In a very fair words ifc has seemed 
possible to sum up iha terrible disaster which Shillong 
in common with the greater part of India, has suffered 
To detail individual loss and suffering is a more difficult 
task , and is, perhaps, bast left alone All such e^oms 
bo trifling when compared with the great provincial cala* 
tmty which has overtaken us , and again so deep and 
fervent is onr gratitude for the preservation of life that 
all else is of secondary moment Shocks continue with 
more or less frequency and more or less severity. The 
worst we Lave experienced since the never to be forgotton 
paroxy«m of 12th instant happened yesterday afternon at 5 15 
‘—precisely the same hour 

"We wore all startled by the subterranean noise, as of 
muffled nrtillery Again the ground oscillatod backwards 
nnd forwards and up and down m a most alarming 
way, that had there been in these parts any 6tone 
structure left standing it would assuredly have gone, as 
nil the others did on the 12th One can perhaps best realize 
the tremendous display of energy on that eventful evening by 
picturing alone the two memorial column?, one to Major 
Williams in the Club grounds, and the other to Mr Quinton 
and his unfortunate companions in the Secretariat compound 
which wore literally torn to pieces — the stones flying al 
around, so that now only throe rows of stones remain on their 
bases 

These monuments stood at least twenty feet high, and 
they had nothing to support, yet the stones came down, as an 
eye witness puts it, like a shower of hailstones This, tool 
was the fate of the powder magazine, and that no explosion 
took place is matter for deep thankfulness. 
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Bngtt jumhino gladdened our hearts for a tima yesftt* 
day, and enabled ns to get our clothes dried and to make 
farther search in the rams for more clothes Few of u«, so 
far, have others than those we wore when the disaster hap- 
pened, and those have now many times and ogam heen satur- 
ated ifajor are speedily being erected All available tents 
are pitched and others, we hepe, are already on the way from 
Cawnporo and Calcutta The drams are all broken down, so 
that our supply of good potable water no longer exists This 
laUer*is a serious loss and great care is necessary lest other 
disasters ensue Wo have few, if any, filteis saved All, 
however, continne fairly well— only want of sleep and anxiety 
have not heen without their ill effects The mothers of 
little children call forth much sympathy , hut all are hearing 
up bravely, and have a cheery word for cther8 as well One 
or two invalids, too, have all need of pity, and such 
has been freely given by their fellow snfferers Tco 
much praise cannot he given to the Gnrklia Regiment for the 
splendid work they have done so cheerfully and nngiudgtngly 
night nnd day. As the regiment is si ort hat ded at present, 
four officers ahent and only five^pmenl, ai d one of (I ese, 
only lately yomed, is invalided, the more credit is dne to them 
Ihe work of excavation continues at the public buildings 
under the supervision of the Civilians The search is now 
for valuable papers and such like 

Food anj plies still Lold out, and we hope will until 
stores arnve from elsewhere Famine j rices are extorted, 
bat these are to an extent contiolled by the authon'ics 
W e all gathered together to daj(Snuday) for a very touching 
nnd impressive little service in the Cricket Pavilion, which 
has so mysteriously resisted the e many cosmical distui b- 
ances Onr thapl am, wl o has been indefatigable thiougl out 
in his efforts to help and comfort the sufferers, conducted 
the service* 

The special Jubilee prayers were said, and at the close 
of the service by the Geneial s dfsnc, we isi g ' Gcd Sav- 
the Quttu ' lLe more touching, therefore, was the sympath- 
etic menage from the Quten wliith the General aftervi aids 
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read to u.«, nuff avtuali wag contained in the telegrams just re- 
ceived from England. 

Juno 22 — -A foot messenger has juat arrived from Chorra 
tolling U3 details of tho completo rnms there Not one hcuso 
is left standing , from another over forty dead bodies have 
already been excavated, and the Bearch continues. Help ia 
much wanted 

No letters and papers have y at reached ns from 
Calcutta, and anxiety for snch is very great We hear that 
damage done in Gauhati is complete, and that in the tea dis- 
trict miles of garden are under water Similar accounts come 
from Tezpur of wrecked bungalows and tea house* 

Fond? etxppfow cuatrmrtf sw/Ecrefri Coa/ia labour has 
by order been reduced to twelvo and eight auuas for men and 
women, respectively. 


NAHAINGANJ AND ASTUOEOGT 

At Narainganj the shock, was a terrible one, lasting 
fully three minutes, tho motion being fr 0 tu north east to 
South-east On the 15th abont midnight, there was another 
sharp shock, which caused another precipitate flight into the 
open This, how over, was oE short duration, scarcely lasting 
thirty seconds Sinco then the earth has „ 0 t boon quiet . 
thore is a continuous tremor throughout tho days and 
nights, causing a peculiar sonsation and a fijohng of giddiness, 
and giving oro tho idea that the earth is beiug pulled back- 
wards and forwards by some unseen pow$ r The damages 

done to pncca buildings is extensive, Messrs David's pro- 
perty being the one that has suffered ibojt Almost all 
their godowns are bully cracked all over, the roofs of some 
of them falling in, while their lionso, the fcharah Koti has 
becomo uninhabitable Messrs Balli Brothers’ property has 
suffered less, tho damage to their godown being slight, and o£ 
a nature that can bs repaired with little trouble and a very 
small outlay of money In aovcral other press houses tluT 
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chimneys have been so badly damaged as to necessitate the t 
being palled down and rebuilt Of the dwelling houses, besides 
the Bhurah Koti, which is now almost in rains, the 
Nawab’s hoase at Hajigaaj oocnpied by ATr Sarkies, suffered 
severely, the lumates having to make a rush out for dear life 
under a shower of falling bricks and mortar, happily, faowevor, 
Without any bodily injury Messrs Ralh Brothers’ four pncca 
bouses escaped with slight cracks to two of them, their office 
house aud the house at Bander escaping without a single 
crack, though during the shock they swayed to and fro in a 
most alarming manner 

As m Calcutta the earthquake bore has not been without 
its grotesque effects Not a littlo amusement was caused by a 
well known resident, making bis appearance m the street with 
only a towel round his waist being obliged to effect a pre- 
cipitate retreat on seeing the four walls of his house split. 
The total damage to property is estimated at 4J lakhs of 
rupees Happily no lives are reported to have been lost 

Not improbably the earthquake is the woik of Venus, as 
Mr Liotard is represented by Mr Atkinson m your columns 
to have discovered by his oalcnlations of the forward and 
retrograde motion of that planet Mr Liotard was a bit too 
late with his calculations for bis own safety which it seems 
was jeopardized by the siesmic disturbance occurring two days 
too soon As Air Liotard has lately ceased to 'pose as an astro 
nomer or an astrologer, it is cruel of Air Atkinson to draw 
Lim away from his secret study of the heavens — Esperos 


, CHAIBASSA 

I hope it is not too late to give my experience 
of the great seismic disturbance of the 12th instant I 
had just Gmshel my bath when without any previous 
warning I noticed the boxes in the room dancing about, 
while a vibrating sound outside could be beard On 
going into the verandah I found the roof, which is a loose 
tiled ono, vibrating distinctly, with an up and down move- 
ment, the vibrations boing short and rapid It then dawned 
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on me that we were being visited by a severe earthquake 
My bungalow was swaying visibly, and I expected every 
moment to see it come down The shocks wero Grst noticed 
at 4 40 r if , and continued for about two minutes, the direc- 
tion being as far as I could make out, from north to south 
With the exception of the loss of a few tile", plastering, and 
the cracking of 6ome of the walls in a few houses, no further 
damage was done 

THE RISE OF THE RIVLR AT GOALPARA 

Mr Balthasar, Sub Divisional Officer at Goalpara, Assam, 
informs us that the statement that a tidal wave had destroyed 
the bazaar at Goalpara and that sixty lives had been lost, is 
incorrect TVhat actually happened was that the river sud- 
denly rose about ten feet, swamping several boats and throw 
ing others up on the bank Two persons, as far as has been 
amertaired, were drowned In the towu one death occurred, 
— that of a child, who was crushed by the falling of a wall. 

KATIHAR 

Juno 23 — On the whole this portion of the Railway has 
suffered much less from the earthquake than might have 
been expooted I timed the bhock. by my watch at the 
time, and as near as I could make out, the shock lasted a 
little over three minutes The water in the wash hand basins 
wa3 thrown out over tho floors, and the glassware was thrown 
off the table and decanters were smashed At Dinajpur all the 
houses were more or less damaged That of Mr Livesay, 
District Superintendent of Police, is a heap of rnmj Tho 
npper storey of the District Judges house came aoivn, carry- 
lug away a portion of the lower floor and portico Tho 
Maharaja's residence suffered severely, and the Circuit House, 
in which the Judge took refuge, was in a semi ruined states. 
On either side of the Railway, as far as the eye can see, 
is a rent in the earth, and under the Atrai Bridge 
on the banks of the river tho earth has sunk to a depth of 
soma feet, shifting ono of the piorg of the bridge But 
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after a careful examination by the Fngineor m charge the 
bridge is pronounced safe for bandsbnuled vehicles with 
their freight Another somewhat severe shock was /elfc 
yesterday at about 6-25 in the eveuing, but I have not heard 
that it caused much damage 

A GIRLS EXPERIENCES IN SHILLONG 

THE NIGHT IN THE PAVILION 
It was a quarter past five on Saturday afternoon, the 12th 
of June After raining hard for two days and night* the 
weather had cleared, and the afternoon was lovely Not a 
cloud in the sky My sister and I atartel out on our 
Jbicycles for a ride intending to call at the Post Oflico 
on our way to post the English letters Just as we were 
starting, my sister remarked what a dreadfully close hot 
afternoon it was , so unlike the usual weather at Shillong 
and not a breath of atr, but we thought it lucky having no 
ram Wo started off up tho hill towards the Post Office along 
the road by the side of the lake Whon we had gono about 
300 yards up the hill, I auddonly beard a dreadful roar I 
couldu t mako out what it was It sounded like a train* 
thunder and a landslip all together, and it came nearer 
and nearer, and then the ground begAn to heave and 
si ako and rock I stayod on my biojclo for a second, and 
then fell off and got up and tried to ran, staggering 
about from side to sido cf the road To my left I saw great 
clouds of dust, which I afterwards discovered to ho tho 
housos falling and tho earth slipping from tho sidos of the 
hills To my right I raw ‘he bund at the end of the lako 
tom asunder an 1 tho walor rusl mg ont the wooden br ilge 
aeroi* tho lako break in two anl tho sides of tho lako fallug 
in , and at my feel tho ground cracking and oponbg l was 
wild with fear, and didn t know which wav to run It sounod 
as if,t would never stop, and my ono idea was that it was 
II « of lb. 00,1,1 I Loped It would bo over qtucklj, »od 
U» ground to open » 0 J 1M u»i 7 o0 AlJ 
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11, on it censed. 1 Ihoaglit it lnad lufaa tally ton minnie,, 
bat it bad only lasted about 30 seconds I ran ns hard as 
I could mil, my sister to a friend's house a little uay off, 
and to my horror the house was levelled ssstli the ground, 

not a stone standing, and Government House, to the right, 

was the same. Then I know that Shillong must bo absolutely 
wrecked 

I started off alone to try and find ray father and mother, 
who were out drmug As I went along everywhere It was 
the same— not a housO standing and people -were rushing 
about, wives looking for their husbands, parents looking for 
tbeir children, overyone stricken with torror, no one 
knowing whether those belonging to them woro dead or 
live I then rushed onto tho cricket ground, whore I 
found a crowd of people collected They hnl all boon told to 
go there, bccauso evei yone expected another shock, and that 
was considered tho safest place There were some who has 
been ill in bed and had rushed Out in tboir night] gowns 
with bare feet and some half dressed, some crying and 
some in hysterics,- everything in the wildest stale of condi- 
tion And then the ram cam o and it poured This eeomod 
extraordinary^ because before the earthquake there was not 
o cloud to be seen, and Eve minutes aftei wards we were 
surrounded with cloud and mist Then everyone started 
looking for shelter, aud half of us went to the cricket pavilion 
which was built of wood and had stood, and half went to a 
row of thatched sheds which were usually used as a Lazar 
they were also wood 

The next thing to bo thought of was shelter for Uio 
night, and tho Gurkha soldiers managed to dig out some 
tents and put them np, and a few <vent into them, but most 
of us preferred staying tegether in the pavilion where we sat 
up on bei-thes all night, with tho ram beating m on all sides. 
Continual small shocks made us think it was alt coming 
over again At each shock everyone gos up and rushed out 
of the pavilion for fear it would collapse 
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At about nine o'clock some of the men managed to boil 
some chicken and rice for ns, bat everyone scernod too fright- 
ened to oat The mglit seemed as if it would novetr ond, and 
we all longed for daylight At last it came, and most of the 
enorgetic oue3 went off to see it they could dig out any of 
their clothes and olhor belongings, but others were too un- 
nerved to stir Most of the men behaved splendidly. The 
morning draggod on to the afternoon and then cutuo more 
anxiety The natives prophesied another earthquake at the 
same time that afternoon, and there we-o sevcml severe 
shocks. The Bbocks never reemed to cease thoy came about 
every ten minutes all night and daj. By degrees one got Used 
to them and didn’t jump up and rush out 

Then came another night not nearly as bad ns tho 
first Nearly all of us turned into tents and slept on 
mattresses ou the ground, but tba damp nud rain 
were dreadful There liad been no time to dig 
Tenches round tho tent*, and the ground was soaking I 
slept on a mattress which was wringing wet, in my we^ 
things It was two days and nights beforo I wa« able to 
change my things All the time they were wet through’ 
Some people, of course, had managed to dig out 60nie of 
their clothes, and, therefore, were better off, but those, of 
coarse, who wore m their night gowns and could only 
manage to get a cloak to wiap themselves m, suffered dread- 
fully 

Day by day tinners cleared up Shocks grew fewer and 
fewer News came m from the surrounding country tolling 
people that those belonging to them were safe, and that other 
places, excepting one or two, hadn’t suffered a 3 much as we 
l»ad Then small huts were built for us in or near our own 
houses, where we could superintend tne digging out ot onr 
things 

The first post that came in caused tremendous excite- 
ment, and when the telegraj h wires were mended and com- 
munication restored with different places everyone felt 
happier 
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I don’t think tliera could "be a sadder sight t v an Shillong 
— one of the piettieat places m India, — absolutely wrecked, 
and every house on the ground, — all tho work of thirty 
secouds. v 


MISS BBADON’S EXPLOIT. 

In a letter to a near relative ;n Calcutta, and dated 
Shillong Juno 22ud, Sister Katio Beadon gives the follow- 
ing graphic and interesting account of the circum* 
stances under which the heroic rescue of Mr Macnaghten 
was effected After explaining that sbo had only reached 
Shillong the previous day, and that she found her patient de- 
lirious, she writes — 

“ When the window of tho room began shaking 
he jumped up in bed, and screamol out • What is it ? 
what is it ?’ I satd * Keep quiet , it’s only a thunder- 
storm * At the same time I could hardly stand. The 
whole floor was heaving There was an awful creak, 
when my patient sprang out of bod, and made for tho 
door At the same time I saw the ceiling give waj, and £ 
only just dragged him back and poshed him down by tho 
side of the bed and fluug myself over him when tho chimney 
came crashing through and a big almirah foil at tho bach of 
me I was struck on the back by a brick __ For some minutes 
there WB3 a dead silence, and wo were choked with dust, tho 
giound heaving up and down I began to say the Lord’s 
Prayer, and then shouted at tho top of ray voice After some 
minutes I heard the bearor calling to mo to say he could not 
reach me I called out * Go to tho window,’ and thou I 
strugglod foe life I got fros, and half dragged, half, 
lifted Mr Macnaghten to the window He could not 
help himself a little bit, and how I got the strength I dou’t 
huow After squashing him through the window I tore off 
the blankets and shouted to them to taka him off the wet 
gross Thoy shouted to me, » Como out,’ but I f e lfc j mast 
get him some clothes, which were on the other side of the 
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Toom. X said 'Get him brandy. I'm coming Take litm off 
t!jo wot grass Ho is dying ' I had just got tho tinny I 
wanted, when another shock cnmo and in camo tlio wall, tho 
rtsfc of tho chimney and tho roof, aDd barred my way to the 
window I made up my mmd I must dio ltko n rat in n trap, 
and shouted ‘I can’t get out ' Then X heard a servant calling 
me to come out, aud again I m&do a desperate struggle, and 
got to tho window, where I stuck I don’t know how I got oot, 
butl "Was nearly dragged to jicccs It on* so tiny a space It 
was pouring With ram, 10 I made a little hut of rngs and a 
chair and got tho patient in, and for an hour I stood in the 
drouchuig ram when some gcutlomcn and the doctor camo 
to say tho only in all tho station was some sheds which 
were nacd on market days ip a swampy place called Li- 
bam We oiado a Lammoek of rngs, and I took Ur Mac* 
naghten down with tho help of seme coolies, and thero wo poor 
half drowned mortals huddled for ten awful days ’* 

Tho noto is m pencil him Bcadon is a grand daughter 
of tho lato Sir Cecil Beadon, Lieut rant Governor of Bengal 
Better known as “ Sister” Ancio, sho is unhappily a sufferer 
from rhaumatism which must havo mado her later exponenco 
in tho ram a trying ordeal So sli a ht is her physique that it 
has been a ma Iter of some surprt o that she should have 
stood tho strain of propanng for the medical examinations 
which she lias passed in a most crcditablo manner 


DESTRUCTION OF TURA. 

SOME PERSONAL INCIDENTS. 

Tho abnormal weather experienced of lato lias culminat- 
ed in a most fearful eartl quake, which suddenly came on at 
about 5 10 P 11 on the 12th instant The previous three days 
were warm and sultry and attended by sounds of distant 
thunder and rumblings Suddenly on the evening of the 
12th instant, there was a sound of thunder in the north east 
corner of theso hills, and almo»t simultaneously an earthquake 
ot mraioal violence Jiot one putlio twilling or pnvats 
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dwelling escaped, while largo fissures and cracks are to bo 
seen intersecting the roads m every direction. Bridges have 
utterly collapsed, and roads aro blocked by fallen rocks, 
tranks of trees and dibri* from the jungles A most notable 
and cnrions featuro of tbe earthquake at Tara is the com- 
paratively little damage winch tbo Mission (American 
Baptist Onion) Las suffered, for their houses remain 
almost intact Amid all this disaster how thankful we all 
are that not a single life has boon lost in Tara, and oven the 
sick in the various hospitals have boon safely housed m sheds. 

The earth still quakes badly, and we are subjected to 
sudden shocks of various magnitudes at intervals, sometimes 
pretty regularly and at others irregular , hat on the whole 
there are, perhaps 150 to 200 shocks in the 21 hours, six of 
which was of greater magnitude than the rest 

The Dopity Commissioner, Captain Howell, and 
Ins sister Miss Howell, wece about to ascend the Tara Hill 
in fiftoon minutes' timo , bat the former was de- 
tained at the catehery for a tune on duty, and while on Ins 
return homo oxperionced the main shock As ho put his 
foot to earth in coming out of his office the gronud gave 
way, and he was obliged to sit down on tho ground until 
lif tod up The Deputy Commissioner’s servants had already 
nscendsd the hill and were about half way up to tbo top 
when tboir advance was intercepted by falling earth and 
rocks, which soon dofaced tho road, and they had to heat a 
hurried retreat downhill 

1 was in my tab having my bath, wbu h for tho first time 
vrttlun tho last two months in Tara, I had taken m tho after* 
aioon msieah or in t’ao morning, w'ln'lo my wil'o and children 
and their Lnglish nurso woro iu the drawing room about to 
bavo afternoon tea Then tho sadden shock came, and all tho 
furniture, crockery, glass, picture-, and plaster off tho walls 
bo Q nn to tnmblo about to tho accompauimeut oE a loud rum- 
bling sound undor tho oirib, ai it were, aud a quaking Which 
^ increased in intensity every <ocond It was like nutting so 
many ahplD into a basket, aud shaking taom up with a rapid 
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lifting motion from «id« to •* 1*» At Tint I d»! nt> ^ Tt ^ ,M 
rill nt it was Ilia* camel my lab to !>»»/ fc!« »t Bn, l *1 c ”* ttr 
lo spladi I rose up, an 1 form 1 the carl!* be itiug, while t! a 
wash bnnd *1* id, L»uii, oner, cap* an 1 gU«*o*, tooMi b'n«he», 
etc , danced an 1 ro-A labial in lb m<nt bi I«« fa-bma 
around tne I rcdi«l to the inner dosr to open it ail 
search for wife and chiUron, bit coal 1 not open it n» to I'M, 
farntl ira and ptuter h*l cans up against the door an I 
W »ck*d it entire!/ Tbo livl door was tbo onl/ «»/ 
of o»"apo I inana’cl to hirst it own, an!, thftik God* 
it win clour nn! 1 co ilJ goto it as tbo sections of tho tha'ch* 
ed roof ha ! «lithcrol dew t on ilia f>tir it Us of tbo bo in 
like a pack of cards and b'otks 1 tbo "ft/ to all tb J entror-cos 
and out* except Urn bathroom nnd tbo duo through which l 
Inter on extricated ray |»oor wife and phiMrcn and ll uf 
1 iropcan nurse and oar b-irer, who worn rushing about 
frantic for a wny to otcup* I wrapped a towel r >anl mr«e f 
nt* 1 ran out into tbo open tj tbs front of tbo house, whore 
I nn’urally oxpecleJ la see roy ssifo and chillreo as tbo 
drawing room, which Opens oat into tlo verandah in fro it 
i» their usual plft-i for tea a* that time O i arrival I fonn ! 
the whole front of tbo houso block *1 by the fallen section of 
thuU.li from tbo roof and onty ono Jiiukleft iu the »o ith west 
corner of tbo verandah Through l!m I broki roy way under 
tho iron railmgj an 1 extricatod tho inmates from uudor them 
ai tbo voran lab door bad givoi way and disappears 1 at this 
» l*o L only All round was shut by tbo fallen roof which 
blocked tho wkolo of the outer surroundings 

Tho main shock of tho curthfpiako lastod for about five 
minutes, while it gradually died away m another ton minutes 
and minor shocks took ils placo at regular mter\at$ of five 
minutes or so, aad later on there were inters ats of 2J minute* 
for I consul ted my watch as to time Ify dear chil Iron bad 
just been oat us tbo garden, my wife tolls mo, «ud we r o 
coming into the dramogrooa up the front stops whoa 
“ &U occurred n an msUnt Xuoro was no tuna to cou- 
eidei , the whole of the wall, were tumbling »,i, tho pio- 
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tnre«, etc , falling on everybody around. Hy wifo shouted to 
the nurse “Larthquake! * aud seized one clnld, while the nnrafl 
seized the other The nurse who WA9 in front, rushed down 
the frout vcraudah steps in frantic exciternent,when the steps 
gaped open and her foot got into oi e of the fissures and she 
■was tripped up Iho section of roof then came down, and her 
little chargo, niy joangBr son, was conce iled under it where 
it had sagged The bearer plnckily boro the weight of tho 
whole roof section on his back as it had slithered down, 
and thnB «avcd tho child from being crushed under its weight. 

The Hospital Assistant was seated in the offieo 
writing when it came on Tho almiraliB containing poisons 
and dings fell aud broke open , strong sulphuric acid 
gushed out and spread on tho floor, gmng oat strong 
fames while mixing with other liquid drags Tho fames 
entered tho office*room through tho broken walls, aud 
nearly suffocated tho native doctor, who was pinned to 
las chair, speechless , hut with one supreme effort lie 
managed to get as far as tho outsr door, and then crawled on 
all fours into the verandah. No sooner safe he came imme- 
diately over to soe me, and arranged for the sick in consulta- 
tion Quo ol the mt*«iouary gentlemen who saw my house 
tumbling, also ^ery kindly came over to help, aud offored ue 
sholter in his house, where my family are lodged at preseut 
I am daily digging out fragments of my property from the 
mass of debris and puddlo in the ruins of our house, for after 
the oarthquake vory heavy rain 1ms poured down, and ns tho 
home is roofloss our property is all, buried in tho sunken floor 
amid plaster, stones, bits of glass and broken furniture 

lb is the same in all the other official bungalows, except 
file pacfuYe wit'fim, which they have escaped through an intact 
roof, but yet it is a mass of ruins 

TENT-LIFE 1N.SH1LLONG. 

SHAKING down in the bains 

Shillong, June 22 

I -was obliged to finish my letter somewhat abruptly 
yesterday. Under existing circumstance*, timo and sjaco 
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Bta not always irtilible for writing, and at the best one can 
bat write ia snatches subject to interruptions of all sort* 
Just now a raid of dogs through my tent, chivying a cat, 
has sowewhat upset Order and equanimity 

Bain is uotf (8 30 A tt ) falli ig heavily It is well we made 
the most of fair weillmr yesterday drying clothes, tidying up 
and visiting onr fellow outcasts I am glad to report good 
things of all Women are bearing up bravely and well ^leu 
are doing all they can nobly, unset S hly, and thoughtfully, to 
alleviate suffering and rectify discomforts The children 
alone find amusement m the common calamity, and for fbe 
most part seam to thrive iu their free and open life In the 
years to come it w 11 In a strongs tale to tell the little mfaultf 
tifc present so unojnsuous of all things but mother love, and 
that, so far has been all powerful to shield and shelter them 
Out doctors are kept busy sharing their anxieties, and with 
all success oheermg them I think I told you in one of my 
former letters that the Qurkna lines were tolallv destroyed— 
hard indeed, on the men who are working so well. Invalids 
were rescued from the hospital m safety. Only one man has 
Since succumbed. 

The regimental musical instrument* have gone in the 
general ama h All ace utterly wrecked In the ordinary 
Course of events, had the 12th o c June besn a fine day, the 
bind would have been on the cricket ground — the instru- 
ments, therefore now intact and soanl As it was, they 
were all encased anl buried u run a* they lay 

To day shocks continue with more or Jess frequency 
■While the early part of the mght was tranquil, from C to 
7 am we had a succession of four shacks They cease to 
alarm us now, but no doubt all are carefully enumerated 
and considered by those who are able from a scientific point 
of view to gather facts and consequences therefrom 

2 30 P it — Great heat Las succeeded the heavy 
rains of the morning Tents are ecorchingly hot* 
end one almost sighs for the cool effects 0 f tho ram A 

curious phenomenon appeared about II 30 and remained in- 
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tact for over an hoar A rambow, forming a completo circle, 
aijd perfect m its prismatic colouring, appeared to surround 
tlio auu. 

Tho Roman Catholic settlement Loro was entirely des- 
troyed, and great was the suffering of the Sistors and Fall era 
until relieved by oar good Doputy Commissioner and Mr, 
Arbuthnott The monastery in conrso of orection by tbe 
Fathers is their spare time has been entirely destroyed, and 
weeks of love s laboar lost 

ISOLATION OF ASSAM 

DAMAGE OF TLA GARDENS 
It is difficalt to convey any idea of the iiitcnso feeling 
of relief which prevailed in those parts when commnmcation 
with the outside world was once more re opened, and it was 
found that other places had suffered to ft somowbat loss extent 
than we ourselves 1 ad done in this province Why we should 
have remained ten days without any Calcutta dak still lemamj 
a mystery, seeing that the Goalundo route has never been 
blocked , but tl is is a question which local postal authorities 
will have to answer Gauhati presents a curious sight *rom 
the river bank , tho bungalows bavo collapsed, and the Euro- 
peans of the Blation are living upon the Government yacht It 
may be safely said that tho re is hardly a tea garden which 
has not suffered more or leas severely, in one way or another 
and those which have sustained no injuries to their machinery 
consider themselves very fortunate Tho destruction caused to 
tho Tezpar Balipara Tramway is said to bo well worth seeing, 
in one place the embankment has been bodily removed, the 
rails still remaining intact upon it, while in other parts tbe 
rails are twisted and contorted almost out of recognition 
Active measures are being taken by planters in all the dis- 
tricts to restore the roads and bridges, and to reopen all tho 
local means of communication 

There was a short but distinct shock of earthquake at 
midday yesterday (Jane 21st), sufficient to make the china 
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rattle upon the shelves, and since the big shock on the 12th 
not a day has passed that there have not been several slight 
trembl ogs, gradually growing less m force and frequency 
The native population aeoms to have quite settled down 
to its customary occupations, and there is now no probability 
of a panic— unless m the event of the shocks increasing m 
force again 

P S —Rather sharp shook this evening (Juno 22) at 7 30, 
and several slight tremors through the night The restored 
native confidence is once more trembling in the balance 

The ironical contrast between the Jubilee rejoicirgs in 
England to day and the general depression and wretchedness 
surrounding us here is very prosent in the minds of Her 
Majesty's loyal hut overwhelmed subjects in Assam 

The welcome news has just come that telogmphic com 
mumcatiou will be re opened to morrow 


DISAPPEARANCE OP HILLS 

Burduan, June 23 

I am sorry to Bay, although to day is tho twelfth day, vre 
1 avef had very heavy shocks to day, and labour is terribly de 
moralized At the south end of the estate the landslips are 
terrible and the greater portion of a rango of hills has en 
tirely disappeared I may mention I fancy I am in the hills 
midway between Shillong and Cherra Punji When I have 
time 1 11 write you about it but my tea house and bungalow 
nre level with the ground and all my riding and driving com 
mnmcatious are cut off 

{.The Englishman, Wednesday, June 3", 1897 ) 

REOPENING OF THE LINE TO 
DARJILING 

THE FIRST THROUGH TRAIN 
A correspondent »nto from Darphng on the 2Glh 
imtant -I cm, np mth tho Erot pns.ongor train which loft 
Calcutta at 11 10 A u The Erct effect of the ear[Lqo»l.e we 
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fcipCrtancod ttm crowing a bridge aomewhero lxslwiy*n Serial 
*and Natloro. It is a largo bridge of so mo eight or tou «pant 
on high brick columns The bed of the river just below the 
bridge had b-en bricked in, an! this gave way from tho abock 
caasing the pill am to sink somewhat and patting them Off 
the straight Tho girders woro propped up with logs of 
wood Our train was pushed across the bridgo by gangs of 
Coolies, throe carnages at a lime This took nearly an hoar. 
Anothor bad bridge was croised in pitch darkness, and I 
felt glad when iro wero safe over 0 no ongino pnshed tho 
carnages across and another mot them on tho other sido 
and took them on For over Gfty miles I should say wo had 
to go at aboat throo or four miles an hoar the lino was so 
much damaged hilph&man saflored most Thcro tho wholo 
lmo is torn up, and the omtnnkraenfc thrown completely oat 
of chape Tho rails took tho shape of th" letter S in an oi» 
tended form, and it was risky work dragging a tram of over 
25 carriages along its The driver deserres great prouo for 
the careful way he piloted as over all difficulties Wo got a 
sort of a dinner at SuUanpur aboat 10 o’clock at night, and 
arrivod at Sdligiiri at 12 nest day, two hours late I 
never travelled up tho D II H so quickly, and wo got in 
just at 7 P n, I now hear tho “ Pugla Jhora,” that piece of 
the lmo that seems determined to defy all enginoiring skill 
has gone again and will take somo days to repair I hope it 
will be ready before wo go down, as it is no joko taking 
childron over those broken parts of the lmo. 


DAMAGE TO MILITARY LINES NEAR JALPAIGURI. 

Tho shaking begin at Baksa Doar, Jalpaigari, n few 
nuxiBtej pa t Bre, and rapidly increased m intensity Of 
coarse wo all got outside as qaickly ns possible Thoro was n 
rattla and roar going on all round Masses of the hill broko 
away and hurled into the valleys below Tho wholo of tho 
lines were severely damaged Tho hospital and two or throo 
of the barracks became simply heaps of stones Tho reman dcr 
are cracked m all directions Two of the throo picquots arc 
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nninhabitahto Tho VII (D 0 0 ) Bengal Infantry BigM 
Wing are horn just now. Tho forest bungalow, the circuit 
house, and a now pucca house m cout30 of construction all 
Collapsed Tho road from Baksa to tho plains is destroyed, 
and an entirely now one will hare to bo constructed Every* 
body spent tho night under canvas on the parade ground. 
The mon are stilt m tents, but those people who inhabited 
cutclia bungalows have boon able to return to thorn 

"From Wip'd* Dasti wo hoar similar reports The Jail 
and D S. 0 ’s hou«o are destroyed , the hospital is condemn* 
ed ns unsafe Kuch Behaf is said to bo m an eren worse 
state It is reported that not a pucca building remains, end 
that thero has been considerable loss of life The European 
residents thero had narrow e«capcs« 

The planters have suffered severely. Factories have col- 
lapsed, new bungalows fallen and other buildings are much 
shaken Added to nil this it was tho tenth day before wo 
received any loiters from any place beyond Kuch Behar. The 
earthqnak9 was on the 22 th, and our first dak arrived at 12 
noon on Tuesday, tho 22nd Fifty miles of railway lino des- 
troyed, and tea days requited to get letters across the gap. 
That says a good deal for tho Indian Post Otfico. 


UNDER THE GARO HILLS 

■MOUNTAINS SCARPED WITH LANDSLIPS 
We have already given an account of the havoc wrought 
at Tara Our correspondent continues — Tho only provision 
I could collect for my wife and children that day, after the 
earthquake, when the bearer and I ventured in for blankets 
and rugs for our little ones amid falling plaster aud rafters, 
was half ft currant caU which I disnovawA i*. tfa, fct** % -atA 
a lot of dust, and which my wife made for toa Nothing else 
did wo venture to bring save coverings and a little food and 
our camp beds, which we unearthed The secret of the 
American Baptist Mission houses standrog mtact and bearing 
so heavy a shock as described, B0 well, u that they are con- 
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jjtrocted on a tetter principle than officials’ houses and pubho 
buildings, being on piles with boarded floors ; our bouse is 
■what is called a frame house, and moves elastically. Tho walls 
of their houses are boarded, instead o£ being of okra, with mud 
and co^dung plaster outside, which protects from driving 
rain during the rains. This is well worthy of study for futuro 
construction of houses in Assam. The Deputy Commission- 
er and his sister, Miss Howell, aro safely lodged with one of 
the other missionaries and a missionary lady. Wo have, in- 
deed, to bo exceedingly gratefnl to onr missionary brethren 
lor their great kindnoss and protection in this time of great 
distress. The poor native inhabitants of Turn are scattered 
about with thoir families wherever they can safely find a 
resting-place or uholter, while a large number of Garos are • 
jiving in the compound of tho Baptist Union Mission, their 
houses having been demolished, while othors are afraid to 
remain in them. The Garo idea of an earthquake is that the 
•world rests on an elephant’s hack, and when the animal moves 
and shakes itself, tho shocks are experienced. Poor simple- 
minded people I 1 fear there must be many casualties among 
them in the interior, and many homes made dosolate and 
buried, for the hills have signs of groat landslips in the dis. 
tanco. 

W e anxiously await news from tho outer world as to 
how you all are, and to know whether the effects of this ter- 
rible eatastropho are spread far and wido. God forbid I fear 
this will ba long in reaching you, hut 1 have made an effort 
<0 givo yon a brief sketch of what we have gone through, and 
what we are also now experiencing with our children and 
onr servants, who, poor creatures, are without houses. Wo 
fear if communication is closed, as is folly expected, tho price 
of rice, etc., for some time until communication is re-estab- 
lished, will be very high, and tho poor will suffer. Let ns, 
however, all unito in thanks to the Author and the Creator of 
all things that wo aro not worso off than we are now, although 
homeless. 

Tho earthquake is probably of tho « wavoliko” and 
" vortical" charactor, und not tho “whirling," which latter 
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fi said to Tie the most serious and disastrous. Yts direction, I 
Bbould imagine, is north east to south west, as the rumble 
preceding it came from the former in the latter direction ; 
but last night it seemed as if it came from the south-west and 
it might possibly be concentric in character or currents of an 
opposite direction causing vertical movements on meeting 
The transverse diameter of the current extends, I should 
magine, from a line diagonally across Tnrs, between the sta 
tion and the missionaries’ quarters as one limit, right away 
to the east and north east, towards Shillcmg and beyond 
the Khasia and Jamtm Bills most likely Darjiling haB per- 
haps just missed it, as I observe that the hills m that direction 
as far as the naked eye can see are not scraped with landslips 
as those to the north east and south and south-west Of 
course I may be wrong, font is merely conjecture Consider- 
ing, however, the abnormal conditions of the barometer and 
thermometer of late along the Himalayas and also m the 
plains generally, the effects of this earthquake might bo ss 
for reaching as that of Lisbon was If so, we havo before us 
another great disaster to cope with in this land, m addition to 
the plague and famine , but the discoveries of Professor Hum- 
boldt and others seem to point to the coincidence of these 
events As I now sit and write there are shocks of earth- 
quake at intervals. 


EARIMGANJ, STLHET 

The shock varied considerably in intensity and duration 
In different parts of the subdivision At Karimgauj itself 
the fSnbdmaional Cutcberry, the Muusiff’a Court and the 
Charitable Dispensary, which are oil pucca buildings, have 
not suffered at all except for a few slight cracks in th# 
floor Tn the bazar, however, on the other side of the 
Lotla Khftl, most of tho houses and shops havo boon serious- 
ly damaged. There are largo wide cracks running across the 
bazar in all directions These crooks, which nro now full of 
water, are gradually extending, and it is feared that beforl 
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-very long II 20 whole of Ihe bazar will disappear into the 
rirnr. The soil has subsided three or foarfoofc la different 
places ia the bazar. Pacca hoases have collapsed ia the 
bar is of three local zemindars — Kali Kissoro Pal Ohaudri of 
Panchakhanda, Iswar Chandra Dnlta of Dewadi and Sajid 
Baja Chaudri.of Atgrara. 

tea gardens, tbo pncca 'walls and pillars of most 
-"inildingj bare either cracked or fallen down, but nowhero 
ha* tbo damage either to buildings or machinery been such 
us to cause the manufacture of tea to bo stopped. The local 
roads have boon broached in a low places owing to the collapso 
on bridges. There woro sovoral bad landslips in the Pass 
over the Dowalia Hills and across the Pattoria Rango. Along 
the river b»nk several bar is have bean ruinod, bnt tho loss of 
life fortnnately has been very small, the number of deaths 
reported among natives being under 20. Some tea bor con- 
tractors have bad their workshops all destroyed on tho bank 
of thorivorat Bhanga-Bazar. Tho damage to tbo railway 
embankment and the bridges south of Barlikhft station is 
very bad, and it is feared that the lino will not bo open again 
fill the end of next cold weather. 

Great dissatisfaction has been felt here universally with 
tho Postal Department. The postal arrangements eoemed to 
have been completely crippled. The first Calcutta mail receiv- 
ed after the earthquake was on tho morning of Sunday, tho 
20th, and it brought tho Englishman of the 15th Jane. 
During the next two days the papers of tho 13th, 14th, and 
J6th wera received. Tho telegraph authorities deserve great 
praise for their prompt action in expeditiously restoring com- 
munication with Calcutta and Upper Assam. 


NARAYAKGANJ BOUSED. 

For once we have been stirred out of our dnlness and 
monotony, and nothing short of an earthquake would do that 
in such n sleepy hollow. I was in my dressing room, 
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gettias on my riding “ kapra," when suddenly do hoi's 
bogan to shako, as tbo shaking booamo riolont out 
side into tbo compound, I went dtshahllt, and bad * tha 
ptoasnra of seeing tbo honso tossod about like an omelctts in 
a frying pan, cranks opoaing and shutting about four inches 
the worst part of tbo shock lasted about two minutes, 
and a great deal of damage has been done to all pucca 

b iddings, while every chimney in the place shows signs of 
having had a swing Messrs M Dand A Co premises have 
suffered most of all, and I see they are busy repairing 
Messrs. Kalli a have only bad to taka down a small piece of 

one godown, and Mr H F Wsl.on ba, bad to take do reel 
Off his small “pucca” godown 

, h “ , 0lh ” r fll£o °f tb° riser the groand opened m 

Phc hand the chur ,n front of Mr Wilson', bungalow aunh 

bun'Tw”, ! ° M “> Hr Mnclarish 1 

liav ° a,Uadt “ b “ P r0 Pped up ln front, the groaad 

rmu!,, d 118 K “'‘ Mansil are very 

seriously damaged and are sm.nbab.taMe 

------ 

(»r -Ehy/, Thursja,, J u l y l, m: } 

KOMAir CATHOLIC BUILDILQS OP 
DACCA AND KBISHMAQAK 

■appeal, through Archbmhon i g"?,,’ f KrU ’ m “ slr a»d Dacca 
lb. general V^C lo Z,fT - S J ' o£ 0a, “ lla ' l ° 
eburches and other buildinus th «T mU * t<mdsr to rMl ° re lhe 
recent earthquake The 1 *’“* b “™ bw “ d *“eged by the 
earthquake has damaged T°7 f rolal ° states that ■' the 
eager that rt must *£££ « »* ' °*W-» - &,.h- . 

‘he apso, which is of recent and .ora 8 ” 11 tobai11 ono "'i errept 
the convent at Eruhna-ar m ‘ d c “ M tructioa Likewise 
“ ar taast be levelled to the ground, 
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&n3 a new construction made Meanwlnle the lowor floor 
of the Episcopal house has been adapted for a church, 
and tho nnns have retired into the dormitory and school* 
room of the girls ” A subscription has already been opened, 
and tho sum of Rs 650 collected The loss of the Missom 
at Dacca is serious “ The beautiful Sister’s bouse and 
Orphanage is a total wreck, the church hadly cracked and 
will have to be rebuilt , tho handsome and large church m 
Bandhnra, erected only a few years ago, is a heap of 
rubbish ” An appeal has also reached the Archbishop from 
Iho Administrator-Apostolic of Assam stating that " a great 
calamity has befallen the Mission Tho earthqaake of tho 
12th instant has made the Catholics homeless m less Ilian ono 
nnnute and a half Nearly all their churches and homes 
are ruined, and many of their things have been ruined and 
spoiled throagh the rain They are iu great distress not 
having the means to rebuild churches and houses ” 

(The Englishman, Friday, July 2, 1897 ) 

EXACT TIMING AT PURNEAH 
As it is important to have the exact time of the recent 
earthquake, I may say it occurred hero at 4 31 P m. (railway 
time) I was bathing at tho time, &nd hearing the rumbling 
sound, thought it was the tram coming m past tho indigo 
factory where I am at present, the first shocks being east and 
west I ran out at onco and stood outside of the house, a 
largo thatched builcing with thick brick built walls Tho 
shocks changed almost immediately to north east by south- 
west, and it was with the greatest difficulty that I could 
Btand The trees were all shaking as if m a strong wind It 
was the Mobamedan festival of the Mohnrrum, and about four 
or five huudred peoplo were near mj cutchery, with their 
“ tanas ” All those people fell prostrate and rolled about on 
the ground The shock lasted about 3J minutes My watch 
was keeping exact time with my clock, and after the shocks 
ceased, I wont mto tho house and compared my watch with 
the clocks and found that the shocks had lasted 3* minutes 
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Almost every hrch In nly honso has bseu injured mor4 of 
less The factory buildings such as the vats, boilers, etc j 
have not suffered. The cake housfl With a large corrugated 
iron roof held out well owing to the tie rods, or I fear it 
Would have collapsed. The earth cracked in many places in 
toy compound and bluish*blach sahd, mud and water wa* 
thrown np here hs well as m many other parts of the district 
The Railway line east of Katibur Station, E B S Railway) 
was injured by its sinking and being cracked I went into the 
station of Pumeah on the morning of the 14th, and drbve all 
over the place and saw the destruction that has taken place 
A large two storeyed house, belonging to Mr Shillingfordi 
has snffored very severely, and will have to be pulled doum 
Mr. Arthur Forbes’s two storeyed house has had the upper 
Btorey completely wrocked, and only escaped utter des traction 
bwmg to new additions having lately been made to It This 
new work has saved the rest of the house The Pumeah Oath* 
olio Church ha9 partly fallen down, Drummond Lodge has also 
Buffered very badly. The large upper storeyed house be* 
longing to Mr 0 Downing has been severely shaken and 
cracked A house in which Mr Williams, sub*manftger of 
the Durbhango Raj, was living, has suffered terribly and he 
had a narrow escape from being severely hurt. The big 
house belonging to the Durbhanga Raj, occupied by Mr P 
Doff, has suffered considerably and will have to be partly re* 
built A house belonging to Babu Dhnrum Chand, in which his 
manager, Mr 0 J. Shillongford was living, is a complete 
Wreck The Club has also suffered to a certain extent Tim 
Courts have escaped with very little injury. All other build* 
Ings, including the Protestant Church, have suffered more or 
less Everyone has taken out hu furniture and stored it in 
stables and out houses 

The destruction, to house and other property is enormous. 
Mmj people ate living in tent, and tbatebed bungalows that 
were nnocenpisd before the earthquake The damage done 
in the City of Porneah is very great. A very handsome 
earriage, ,„t pntcbaied by Baba Dhnrmn Cband, bae been 
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completely smashed. Ho has also lost a lot of hts baildings, 
which bare collapsed. Tfto Bhocks bare boon continuing 
almost every few hours up to yesterday when I left tho civil 
station. From every side reports are coining in of damage 
done to indigo factories and other largo buildings. 

V. Derr. 

DINA3FUK. 

While tho Mohurum fair was iu fall swing on tho 12th 
the earthquake occurred, and immediately tho people rushed 
oS in all directions to see to the safety of their houses. Since 
than most of tho townsmen have boon living in thatched 
houseg. An astrologer from up-coantry has been terrifying tho 
ignorant people with prodictions of Doomsday and the end of 
the world. Even the moro enlightened people say that tho 
earthquake is a scourge aont to chastise tho rich for not open- 
ing their purses for the relief of the famine-stricken. The 
Maharaja and two pleaders suffered aevcroly* The District 
Judge had a narrow escape. One death is reported. 

SURVE? OF NARATNGAflJ. 

In your dlk edition of 28th instant, '*Esporos” states 
that the earthquake was from N. E. to S E., which is incor- 
rect. The quake began at 5-7 pm, lasting fivo minutes and 
took the direction of S. E. to N. W. and the upheaval from 
E. to W. The damage done is even more xtensive than 
stated. In his account of tho grotesque aspects of the affair 
he forgot to mention that a young lady was in the same 
predicament as tho gentleman, and that from his office to the 
level crossing, he himself made a record time, notwithstand- 
ing tho -fcViff wall lit* had to -negotiate, -which was taken in real 
good style.— Spoetsuas. 

{Tht Englishman, Saturday, July S, 3897.) 
DAMAGE IN SOUTH SYLHET. 

[feou oub OW.f COBBESPONDEST.] 

So much has bean communicated to you regarding the 
damage done by the earthquake, and that of aa unreliable 
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peat, tat nothing icnouj The Madbnp Chorra bridge, wlici 
Bppears a« if it had boon bnilt on alluvial depot 1 1, has go*, 
and m the neighbourhood tho Man i/tt are badly cracked, 
and in most ctcentnc faihion Opposite tins bridge there u 
ono (kntcha) belonging to the Local Board, and this In 
annracd tho apjearance of a corkscrew, the soil all roasl 
having opened oat nn 1 swayed abont, crnrabling tho bamboo 
material of tho bridge Largo fissures op to tho pretest 
tltco remain as cndeocoi of tho violonce of tho upheave! 
Pauicg farther on, thoro it considcrallo tubstdencein tbs 
high embankment*, but tho Longlch bridge teems to bars 
atood tho test well how, from all this description it *21 
bo icon that them was no necessity for inch a break in csr 
dak letters, ns most of tho Imo was opeD for trolly tri£^ 
and even if it was not, thoro is a Government road mnnirg 
parallel with the railway all the way from close to Akhaar* 
to Karimganj nnd this road has been opon to traffic all the 
time, and if the railway officials had had any go in them, the 
wails would linvo boon trolhed on, when possible, and the 
rcit completed bj foot runners 


.Apparently tho earthquake only injured badly tho )mi 
nhovo Akhaura, and this cannot bo so bad as was at first anti 
cipited As I wired yon yesterday, wo had official mi nation 
that ,t would I*, opCQ for « goodl traffic , in tnoatll M farM 

Akhanra, so that tho dulanco which was really badly damaged 
is reduced to about 35 miles If good, traffic can be resumed 
in a month, thon trollies could have run all the time, and be* 
lidos, tf tlioj coaid not, tho GoYCrnmeot rood oloofrs.do s=» 
or oil able for rooocr, , bat f or rf tt , 

district sro, cot off from tb. ooter srorld , an d rt ™ bj . 

T Z7™rz° tih * ^ 

°“ ' Jot " red " *•'*»».«»» m. 

t bog, smtm E ao opportoo.lj to be posted, to t record, og 

-Inch oot o sioglo Posta.,., ooold projeo oT »■ 

tat ft. , ”“ 7 “ a ” S l1 ’ Pwt oLo offices, 

b lta ™;" aj “™ »»t free of respocsibilitj 

U "Utter os tb v arc boood b 7 coolroct to dchr.r 
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tho mails, and as soon as possible. The Dolcherra Swampj 
Trhich la the worst disaster on the line, was not visit* 
ed by an Assistant Engineer for three days after the earth' 
quake, and the Executive Engineer took nine days to arms. 
The distance from Karimganj, where the Assistant Engineer 
lives, is 24 mites and 55 mites from the Executive Engineer's 
headquarters. To those living in cities whore supplies can 
he obtained at a few minutes’ notice, the gravity of 
the situation does not, perhaps, appear so great as it 
really was. Near the Dolchorra Swamp there are a 
large number of gardens, and as the population of 
these, perhaps, in the rough approaching 20,000 souls, 
is dependent just now on imported food, and which had 
been carriod ever since the railway was opened — what the 
sadden stop pago meant may be imagined, and still more, the 
indignation of the planters who immediately wired down to 
send supplies by the steamers to find that their telegrams had 
been quietly sealed up in a dlkbag, and loft lying in the post 
offices waiting a Inoky turn of iko wheel of fortune to get 
them away. Had tbo public been informed that their tele- 
grams were not being sent, doubtless special messengers 
would have been despatched by steamers to inform the Cal. 
cutta AgOnts of tho gravity of tho situation, hut eight to 
nine days elapsed without any response, and then, strict 
onquirios being made, tho above disgraceful state of 
things was revealed. To thoroughly realise this, J ought to 
have said that this group of gardens was isolated until tho 
railway was opened, and except by boat traffic, many bad no 
approaches. What a boon the railway was one can easily 
imagine, as well as what a disaster was nearly occurring lor 
want of food in a year of scarcity like the present, when 
practically all the food is being imported to keep down rates 
and a searching enquiry shonld be made and no favour shown, 
although it is sincerely to bo hoped that there will be no re- 
currence of such a catastrophe as to necessitate an appeal * 
to tho public press in order to put the pubho service in 
order. 
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DESTRUCTION IN ASSAM 

Out D&rrang correspondent, ■writing 0a ^ho 
was still m eomo doubt as to the bad news from' 
Shillong The railway line at Tezpttr has suffered 
severely m parts, os hate also many of the gardens in that 
district In some places the machinery is badly injured, and 
this means disastrous consequences, not merely to the large 
capitalist, bat also to the small shareholders Every district 
in Assam seems to have suffered moro or less, notably Dhubn, 
Gauhati, and Mangaldai Roads are in a tumble stalo— in 
many parts scored with wide fissnros — whil£ the land lias 
sn nk in places to a depth of several feet, leaving the undes* 
troyod bridges high and dry Rivers hav£ ovorBowu, and 
bauged Ihoir courses, while floods are adding fresh horrors 
to the general discomforts and desolation all around 


(The Englishman, Monday, July 5, J807 ) 


THE UPHEAVAL IN SOUTH STREET 
A VEXED QUESTION SOLVED 

[rnoa OUE OWN COBREsrONDENT ] 

Tho almost total destruction of tho towi» of Sylhol by 
earthquake on tho ovomog of the 12th ultimo tnny rovivo tho 
old qncstion which at ono time formed & greet bone of con* 
tontion between Government nnd the planting community 
Until tho seventies but Jittlo toa was plactod in tho Sylliot dis 
tnct, and wo think that we aro right in spying that only 
some sir gardens or so existed prior to 1872 About 187-1 this 
district began to bo talked about as a tea producer, nnd emco 
then enormous extensions have been tho order of the day, and 
now Sylhet ranks second In the list of production of British* 
grown tea and in consoquonco is ontitlcd to «omo voice as 
regards its administration Prior to 1S30 nil legal bunnc » 
was conducted at what is at present known as tho headqnur* 
t»n subdivision, and it anyone will glanco at the map, they 
will bo at on co struck by tha isolated position of the head*' 
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quarter* station and will not marvel at tlio grumbling of the 
Planting community who for the most petty caso got up by 
tlfe police, had to travel into Sylhet station to be present in 
Coart, a distance of 50-odd miles from the greater number of 
the newly opened out gardens. To in gomo measure stop thio 
outcry, Hr. Lattman Johnson, the then Deputy Commissioner 
resolved to decentralise the station, and picked out Maulvie 
Bazaar as the headquarters of South Sylhet subdivision, Habi- 
ganj of the subdivision of that name, Karimganj subdivision 
and Snnamganj subdivision, Sylhet remaining as headqaarters 
of the subdivision of that name and residence of the Deputy 
Commissioner, with European subordinates at each of tho 
above-named centres. At the time that thi9 arrangement was 
carried into effect petitions were got np and an agitation set on 
foot to get tho headquarters of tho South Sylhet subdivision 
changed to Eamilganj, a small bazaar sitnate on the banks of 
the Doloi River, about 11 miles to the south-east of Maulvio 
Bazaar, and ou tho line of tho Assam-Bengal Railway. The 
object of this agitation was to point out to the “ powers that” 
he that tho place was much more central than Ifaulvie Bazaar, 
and among other proposals was one that would have been 
certainly for the good of the district, namely, the subdivision 
of tho district into two Deputy Commissionerships, tho 
Kuehiara river to form the dividing line. 

Sylhet district is by far the largest in the Assam Pro* 
vince, and is considered very hard work for one man, and tho 
division would have been a good one, and tho Planting in- 
terest, which is mostly situate to the south of the Kusliiara, 
would have decidedly scored; but tho fates were against it; 
for, if our memory serves us rightly, ilr. Luttmaii Johnson, 
who was at home on furlough at the time, on being sent for 
by the Duke of Devonshire (then SlerquiB of Burlington and 
Secretary for India) pooh-poohed the idea that the district 
was too large for one man to administer, and in consequence 
tho Secretary of State for India declined to interfere. One 
other great reason wo believe standing in the way was that 
&3 Assam was a poor province and in a struggling condition 
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its finances would not stand tbs strain of altering the 
headquarters station, when already a sufficiency of pncca per- 
manent catch ernes existed for tbe conduct of administration 
of the district, and it is for this reason that the earthquake 
haring sotred the question, before permanent pncca works 
are again undertaken, it is expedient that this question should 
be reopened There hare been great changes m the district 
since the subject was thrashed out before , and we venture 
to say that, were the now reigning authorities consulted, the 
best interests of the district would be served by the removal 
of the headquarters to South Sylbct subdivision The area 
of tea in the North Sylhet subdivision can by no means to- 
compared with, either that of South Sylhet or Karim- 
ganj , in fact, only a fractional part , while in the South 
Sylhet and Karimganj subdivision the number of Europeans 
employed ran to, say, 200 against a possible 20 in North 
Sylhet Another great argument in favour of South 
Sylhet is the proximity of the railway By this wo moan 
to Manlvio Bazaar, for we prommo oi the Cutchery build- 
ings there are comparatively uninjured, it would bo chosen m 
preference to Kamilganj although the latter possosses tho ad- 
vantage of bomg ou tho railway line Tho disadvantage how- 
ever to Manlvie Bazaar wonld bo groatly discounted if tho pre- 
sent Chief Commissioner's viows aro carried out of tho intor- 
distnct tramways, as no doubt if Maulvie Bazaar were pitched 
on as a headqnartors station, the Kanulganj Maulvle Bazaar 
track would bo one of the first constructed This year tom, 
poraary building* will bo run up in Sylhet station to carry on 
tho routine of work, so that there is plenty of timo to thrash 
this matter out in the interests of tbe Planting community. 
To any one acquainted with tho district the situation of the 
present headquarters station is an anomaly, and now that the 
question of economy and expenso has been arbitrarily put to 
one stdo by the earthquake, before any more money is spent, 
tho ono d convomonco and efficiency of administration should 
take precedence Both ITabiganj and Karimganj are too 
o«h»UUood> o! It, dntrict lo com, ml, competition 
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•with ITaulvle Bazaar subdivision , in addition they aro on 
tho railway line and get at able in a few hours , so that tha 
matte- reduces itself to merely what part of Sylhot subdivi- 
sion tho headquarters should be removed and the choice lies 
between Maulvie Bazaar and Kamilganj "Wo vontnre to say 
that, although the lattor 'would be more convenient, tho exist- 
ence of Catchemes and Circuit Honso at tho former would 
carry tho day Bat this is bat a small matter compared to 
the accomplishment of tho romoval of tho presont head 
quarters station to a central spot m the. South Sylhet sub- 
division Wo consider that the question might well form ono 
which the Toa Association should tako in band,, and feel con- 
fident that if the present Chief Commissioner is approached, 
he will at odco seo the benefit of the change, and that thors is 
no fear that this time the wants of the Planting community 
will be burked 


TITABAR 

Jane 29— I am writing two days’ sooner than usual as 
our mail seems to have to go round by Goal undo Letters arc 
still rather orralio I havo just got one dated tho 11th instant, 
Calcutta We wore fi\e days without any mail whatevor Yfo 
still hear heartrending accounts of tho suffering of ladies and 
children m Shillong No chango of clothes available, no. 
spoons and forks, no beds, but much ram Sashas with plank 
floors aro being built 

I only hear of serious damago dono to one bungalow here- 
where the walls fell in, smashmg all tho furniture and orna- 
ments in the drawing room, and most of tho crockery m other 
rooms The mem sahib has found a temporary homo with a 
hospitable neighbour, while her other half plays at being 
Hannibal at Carthago In other bungalows a good deal of 
crockery and glass was smashed, but not much other damage' 
dono I see that exceedingly nice prophet, Jfr Liotard, says, 
we are going to have another earthquake to morrow* It 
will he fuu 1 
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IUm has follon in good quantities — 1 CS in ilio list four, 
days— and now thcro u a strong, «lry, westerly wind TVa> 
to dale 02 25 ngainst 3t'02, Moan lomperaturo 82 70, Leaf 
beginning to cotno through tho grooa fly and rod spider, bat 
weighing very light 


A DEATH AT BOQIU. 

A Marwnrt who was badly mjnred on tho day of tho 
carlhqunko by a roof falling on him, died on tho 1st instant 

Tho temporary sheds for Iho Collcctoralo Catcher? nro nil 
finished Tho District Magistral has built a cntcha homo 
for his residence Dr P. L Walts is still res.dmg in his 
kitchen. 

{The Englishman, Tuesday, July C, 1S97 ) 
SURVEY OP NAltATNQANJ. 

•i i r° r ° r ° CCn * ; c, * ,ma tes of tho damage dono male it from 
, o four lakhs of rnposs. Tho tremor of tho earth still con- 
n,aes, an yesterday, tho 2nd, at about half-past oloven, wo 
o a sharp shock lasting a second or two I n m afraid to stato 
o direction lest I giro ‘'Sportsman” tho tronblo of rtfntmg 
my Boraisc — Espceos 


AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE IN 
SOUTH SYHUET. 

A, O tcqno] („ (ll0 cnr tl.qcal 0 , tho mon.oon has bnrft 
Inth Qotwonl violence ia tho Tray o£ rai n fall, and tho „bolo 
conntry flooded It mil bo oitromoly hard upon tho nalivo 
population, rvluch ha, enfforod moro that I can remember 
in tha In,t 2d years, tho amonnt ot mclnajs boioj abnormal. 
Uholorn ha, not been «o prevalent a, a bid typo o£ lever, 
* n, ? MrClly * n ^° 01 ^ grams, which is being exponencod 
wrl! b earned by the inability of the people to 

ha owin S to this epidomio of sickness. It may not 

laired toalfe ^° Wn ’ tat nco IS nov0r 8toreJ . and sun is ro- 
Iow tho process of nnhnsking to bo manipulated. 
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}Tho continued dull weather wo hard had for aorafl wodhs, cod* 
ple^l with gaps mado by sickness in tbo villages, has 
caused an enormous riso in prices, and gardons, it is feared, 
will have to import largely to copo with this Tho weather 
for tea, excepting planting of young gardens, Is oxCcrablo nnd 
orerythmg is sodden with damp, «o that tho quality of the 
crop cannot bo good It is truly to bo hoped that wo afo not 
gotting all tho ram at tho beginning of tho year tho samo as 
last year, and arc again to bo treated to another drought m 
tho cold weather What with drought, f annuo, earthquake, 
nnd flirtations of Mother Earth with Venus, this year will 
long bo remembered Wo aro all trusting to Mother Earth be* 
having herself in a seeming and becoming manner tho day 
after to-morrow, and that Vonns will conGno bvi ancient 
charms to Mars and Jupitor and loavo us out of tho question 
It may bo fun to Venus but it is death to us 

{The Englishman, Wednesday, July 7, 1897 ) 

ON THE BRAHMAPUTRA* 

It » now possiblo to sum up the damago dono at Soraj. 
ganj and other pla"cs along tho Assam Valley The Circuit 
House, Post Office, and Treasury wero all Tory soveroly daraag. 
ed, tho Br«t being totally nnQt for habitation A new pocca 
bungalow belonging to a Mr Knight was ontirely d ostroyod 
and tho mill chimney, mill and residences aro damaged bo 
yond rojiair, but fortunately tho machinery has boon practi- 
cally untouched with tho exception of tho main steam pij o of 
the eugmo which was brohon by tho top of tho chimney fal- 
ling It is perhaps fortunato that tho pipo was broken, for 
it bho machinery ha) continued to ran srhtlo tho baileiiag 
■was falling, very much more serxons damago was suro to havo 
occurred 

At Rowmari tho fores of tho earthquake is shown by a 
largo orach, in tho ground extending for a imlo in length nnd 
varying in breadth from two to six feot and nbout tho same or 
possibly more in depth , largo quantities of sand havo been 
thrown i , in some instances it being over fivo foot in do] th 
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From off this ib&in crack which runs in a north-west nti 
south easterly direction, another goes at right angles also fof 
a eery considerable distance on its way completely nuder* 
taming two or three Lou«es in the Tillage The villagers tell 
me that no damage of any extent is done to property 

At Dhnbri I was not able to go on shore to see what 
damage had been done, but I hear on good authority 
that it has suffered severely From the steamer I was 
able to seo that the church had entirely collapsed, and 
that Mr Dobson’s bungalow had also been so seriously 
damaged as to render it quite nntafo At Goalpaia tho 
damage is frightful Tho * Kjah Paltie,” which is, I supj ose, 
fnlly half a mile in length, is an absolute wreck, the majority- 
of houses having sunk right into the ground, and m many in- 
stances nothing but the roof being visible Except for one or 
two shops there is not a single house in its original position. 
Tho mam rift, into which most of tho faanaar has disappeared 
is now, I suppose, on an average about thirty feat wido by 
fifteen deep, but has since tho earthquake eons derably filled 
"bp with sand When I tell you that one shop I noticed, 
which I suppose was at least 40 feet by 25 foot and probably 
stood from 20 feet to 2 d feet in height is with the exception, 
of part of the roof quite out of sight, you may got some idea 
of the extent to which the ground opened. 

The Treasury Cntcherrey, Telegraph Office, Post Office 
and Circuit Home are level with the ground, and the agent*, 
bungalow has been «o severely shaken that it u no longer safe 
and it is only due to its being a cutcha pucca construction 
that it has not fared the same as the other buildings I was 
informed by the Agent that several shocks varying ro «everity 
1 ave since be*.n fcjf, and that a strong smell of sulphur has 
abo been constantly experienced which I can corroborated 
there being a distinct smell while I wa9 going over the place* 
on the night of tho 25th instant 

Ganhati is in a very bad stato With the exception of the 
Telegraph Office and two bungalows not a single p acc a honsa 
u lett standing, sad these are so seTerelj shal.cn that the. 
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'(nil Lava to bd pulled down and entirely re built All tno 
^Europeans living in the station with one or two exceptions 
*\re living at present on board tho Chief Coin miss toner s yacht 
autl intend remaining thero until they can get some sort of 
place to live in built 

No damage has beon done up here, hut I Lolievo one or 
two factories at Bislinath and Texpur and Jorhat have 
Buffered 


A HARVEST Or FISH 

Partabganj, July 4 

No one seems to have yet noticed the strange phenomena 
caused here daring tho earthquake of the 12th ultimo Tho 
day after the occurrence (13tbl tho market and somo of tho 
bazaar roads were literally crowded with very largo-aizod 
fish which was selling at two pico per seer On enquiry 
I was informed that they woro found dead along tho shores 
of the Kosi River , no doubt tho result of a tidal wavo 
unnoticed by any Luropean 

Tho shock, passed hero at 5 p m , and lasted fully threo 
minutes The Mohurrum festivities wero then at their 
highest rev ell ings and it was a sight to see tho infnri ted 
tumbling down on oach othor and lying still and awe- 
stricken until it was over, whon to our groat relief tho 
noisy ciowd dispersed, and ceased for that day their 
fanatical demonstrations in honour of Emam Sahob Tho 
fanatics declare every object with the exception of the 
“ Tajiahs ’ oscillated, to which statement the knick- 
knacks on teapoys and on fancy shelves against the walls ns 
well as the delicato clima and glassware are a contradiction, 
for they kept their ground unshaken just as if nothing had 
happened The shock therefore, could not have boen of the 
seventy of the one experienced in Calcutta, although all the 
pucea buildings in the district are more or less crackod, with 
tho exception of tho B C Mission House at Lntona, and tho 
picturesque new church built thero lately by tho Gapncm- 
Fathers There are already a large number of native 
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converts working as ryots for tho good of the iftisaioti 
ns wolf os for themselves The poor fathers have had 
largo calls from tko poor on their charity and genorosity 
daring the scarcity. 

The earth opened out at a place not far from this, called 
Goorm Bazaar, and according to the story related by natives 
here, emitted water and sand which has now turned into sul* 
phar and smoke The heat has keen very over-powering for ten 
days as wo have had no rain since the 2Gth ultimo The ther* 
mometer has been 95° in the shadOjbut since last ovening there 
has been a slight change which has cooled the atmosphere a 
little, but without ram, which is sadly needed The hhadat 
crop, which was a splendid one, 13 now looking acorchod Tho 
ryots are, therefore, having serious forebodings for tho 
fatnro paddy crops as well the aghanie too cannot bo sown 
without nun 


(The Englishman, Thursday, July 8, 1897 ) 

SCARCITY AND PRICES IN ASSAM. 

Assam, July I. 

Of course, tho all absorbing topic of consenation is still 
tho cnrthqaato Wo are haunted by nightmares of fulling 
bricks and collapsing roofs, wlulo tho reality of buildings 
Kvcllod with tho grouud, of bulging walls, and of housos 
denuded of every shred of plaslor but a few forlorn patches 
boro and there, arc sights from winch wo cannot oscapo And 
such scones of desolation must pcrforco remain until tho cold 
weather sets in, for nothing of any permanent use can be dona 
in the ram«, when bricks nro not procurable Meanwhile it 
seems hard that tho coolies should bo allowed fo proBt so ira- 
tnen*oly by our misfortunes I see by tho letter of 0 
Slullong correspondent to tho Englishman that coolie 
labour i» at tho mo moat at the rate of two rupees a day, and 
that people are glad to employ them at that outrageous figure 
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to build hashes, assist in excavating goods and cliattols from 
yajned bungalow, etc. The loss of porsonal property has been 
very heavy to Europeans, and also to well-to-do natives, indeed 
in sorao cases it practically spells debt and ruination. Upon 
the top of this it is surely scarcely fair that such exorbitant 
rates should be permitted. The coolie, who is thus about to 
amass a small fortune at tbo expense of those who can 
ill afford it, has himself lost practically nothing, for the 
excellent reason that he has nothing to looso except per- 
haps a hut and a fov? cooking utensils, should he happen 
to have lived upon the side of a hill. Probably ten 
rnpoes or go would he the outside limit of his losses, re- 
presenting, at the ordinary lowest rate of oight annn3 a day 
(although I am not certain that the ordinary Shillong rates 
are not either twelve annas or a rupeo per diem), twenty 
days’ work in which to recoup himself . Would twonty days’ 
pay covor the losses of any householder in Shillong ? Ono 
would think that under the presont oxtonuating circumstan- 
ces Government might havo put down its foot and fixed the 
payment of labour at a lower standard than two rupees per 
day. 

It will ho arguod that food supplies are scarce ; that rico 
is Its. 8 per maund. Even So, tho increased prices affect the 
Enropoan quite as much as the native ; hut thongh tho cost 
of living may ho quite half as much again as formerly, neither 
Government nor private companies havo seen fit to onhauco 
tho monthly salary of their servants. 

Somo interruption has been caused to the tea industry 
Owing to tho difficulty in sending away tho tea while railways 
are in course of repair after recent damagos,. and cart roads 
havo been impassablo. Many buildings, though standing 
unharmed in appearance to tho casual observer, are in reality 
so terribly shaken that any of thoso slight shocks which up 
till yesterday wo havo beau daily experiencing, may cause 
them to collopso j and a sovero storm, such as we havo tor 
i tho last faw days boon threatened with, would probably havo 
tho same result. 
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SHOCKS IN THE BAT 

A naval correspondent, -who ba3 just returned from* 
a steamer trip, says he felt ibo shocks at sea at tho 
Sandheads on tho 12th ultimo — I did not hear of it until tho- 
29th Bat one day I certainly folfc tho concussions of tho- 
M sabtorranean water hammer, * and remarked to one stand* 
mg near me that I could not only feel the vibrations bat bear 
their rambling noiso, and I could not help being taken back 
to March 1851 when I was coming to India as second officer 
of tho ship Mormngton, and when somo 400 or 500 
miles off the Brazilian coast, wo felt tho shock of tho 
soyero earthquake which did much damago in Brazil 
On that occasion at about a littlo before or about 10 A u , I 
was in my cabm and folt what seemed as if tho vessel was 
grinding hor bottom over a coral roef, or as if both anchors 
had boon let go, or as if tho mon wero rolling heavy water 
casks along tho dock, this being accompanied with the self- 
timo rumbles I hoard laloly at tho Sandheads, bat I soon 
satisfiod mysolf that it was not tho anchors lot go or water 
casks being rolled along tho decks by taking a peep through 
my window, and thoro I saw tho mon of tho watch on deck 
working at tho jobs incidental to crossing tho imo (as wo 
wero that day) in tho Dno wcatbor of tho trador As to 
sinking somo rocks I, with Captain Bowen, ran nivay 
On tho poop, and looking oror tha stern into tho deep blue 
boo could seo nothing near tho vessel and rudder for many 
fathoms down On consultation, woconclnded itmnsVliavo 
been a “ seaquake " On arming at Bombay somo months 
later, wo read in tho papers of a scTcro eartLqaako somo GC0 
miles from our position 
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{The Englishman, Friday, July 0, 1807 ) 


SCARCITY AND PRICES IN ASSAM 

Assam, July I. 

Por tea manufacture, the weather is everything that the* 
heart of the most captious planter could desire— hot* steamy* 
showers of ram by night, and fierce sun by day. Leaf is 
coming on well, and the outturns for Juno will go far to- 
wards making up thedeficits on the preceding months. It is- 
true that nothing can undo the nmohief done to young- 
plants by the prolonged droaght, and that in every garden 
largo patches of these hare wholly died off, while many nur« 
ecrios were total failures notwithstanding the utmost care ex«* 
ponded upon them But those evils are past and done 
with, and thoujh wo may hoave a sign of regret as we 
see the large bare patches, in what we hoped would bo a. 
symmetrical clcarauco, we node with satisfaction that the 
survivors are fine, healthy, young- plants* growing with speed 
and vigour 

Jangle also growing with espocial vigour and rapidiAy 
ind the difficulty is tehcep the gardous clear of it — a greater 
lifficulty than usual just now when labour isroquired so* 
lrgeutly for so many works Natives are complaining greatly 
ibout tho cost of nee, which m Dhuhri at the present mo- 
ment, is said to bo at Rs G per mauiid, and although garden 
nanagors are obliged b) the Act to supply it, if necessary, afr 
Rs 3 8 to the coolies, it may be imagined what an additional 
tram this will ho to expenditure 

On all sides, too, from Enropeans I hear of the increased 
difficulty 30 obtaining provisions locally Jtfeerg&tf are noxr 
most difficult to get, and their price is prohibitive Eight 
annas for a skinny chicken, somewhat smaller than a pigeon, 
is quite an ordinary price, while even in tho lowor part of 
Darrang, commonly supposed to ha tho land of murghis , 
nothing can bo got under four annas, and I am informed by a 
lad) in thoso parts that those to be bought are so ndicalons 
Jy small that no piaio of soup can ba mado with less than two 
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Bat setting aside the cost, tho difficulty is to got a sufficient 
supply and the uuluchly housewife is often nt her wit’s cod j 
while tho malo creature growls at the scraggy joints set AA 
foro him and ufOs unparliamentary language when tho 
hhansamah requests that the weekly bazar money should be 
doubled Goat*, too, are at famine rates, fifteen or sixteen 
rupees being quite an ordinary price 

Now why should Ihcso things bo P Goats add murgfos flro 
no less plentiful than tl ey were a few years ago If this state 
of affairs continues it will soon bo impossible for Europeans 
to live m Assan, unless Government comes to the rescue with 
eomo sort of legislation 


(Tht Englishman, Saturday, Jnl} 10, 1S97,) 
IN THE HEART OF THE NAGA niLLS. 


PARTIAL DESTRUCTION OF KOIIIMA. 


.TIME FROM THE TELEGRAPII OFFICr 

Eohima, Nog* Hill*, 80th June, lb^7 —Notwitbrtand* 
Jng »» delay wlncb was inevitable, an account of the 
earthquako in this part of Upper Assam may prove not 
uninteresting lirst, as to Lolumn, which is a little known 
Cml and Military stnlion I.CfiO feet above sea level, standing 
in tho midst of tho wild Nog* Tanga on tho T ns tern hrontitr 
of Lppcr Assam, distant {Smiles north frt m JJamj nr at d 12'J 
miles south from Ntgntirg (or Shikari}.! at) steamer ghat on 
the Rralimapntra. It is in tho somo latitude with and sorao 
£00 ratios cait of Shillong. 

On lie 12th instant at about 5-C0 r jt (local time) 
wo ftlt the first slock of tlo caitl qcalo, who«o violence 
mado ui somehow f iel anxious m j articular for hhillorg and 
Calcutta, where wo knew tlo nuncious inn onry building 
would have hut liUJo dance if tlo rnrth w ftV o were oven 
» alf a« severe at wc lad experienced I «», sating in my 
6*rtin, facing ca.t, juit outside my bungalow, examining a 
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ftowbr-bed, when I suddenly bogan to feel dizzy from ah &£» 
jisittfat at fir t gentle fore aid aft noviment iSot having 
b j ou well, I naturally conceived I waB going of! into a faint, 
and instinctively pressed my forebead and eye 3 with my 
bauds, but the peculiarity of the motion and vibration of tho 
ground, both of which became more violent, immediately ac- 
quainted me with the fact tbac it must bo an earthquake, and 
this was at once confirmed by bearing the creaking of the 
nood and iron work of my bnngalow behind, and observing 
tho co listen a ion and alarm of my sistwr, who thou rushed 
oat of tho verandah, and of all the servants, who al o very 
speedily vacatbd the house. On rising find looking around I 
discovered the whole bouse bodily recking — I should iay at 
least six inches each way from tho perpendicular at the 1 igb- 
Cst point (25 feet) — distinctly east and west (not to he too 
particular), the oiuct situation width wi«-e of flic bouse being 

5 E and N \S , and my siFter stoggemg about trjiug to 
maiutain her equilibrium, almost believing that the world 
was coming to an end, while the cook m bonified alarm rn«h- 
cd forth from his kitchen repeating aloud tbo Knlma and 
callihg out that thero was something wrong with t e bunga* 
low roof 1 doubt i£ he felt reassured when I told him it was 
not the roof but the world that was shaking, Tho other eel- 
's ants could not keep their feet but ftll flat to tl e ground, 
whd; 5 - 'inppy kept running about, watching the house aud 

6 *ated ^collected that cer'ain valuable ornaments on 
af £ * $ externum mantelpicco would be inevitably destroy- 

IkIoit lo I*!" “ roll So tore tLem, lot na> talon 
abaci? Ejccu | JTe | Icould not at Erst move, aud staggered 
Tiot/ntlj ci p ecl ,y( *o,t as if onboard a Inal in a heavy 
Bwell poa t/r, R* the height of the ware dimmi-bed, T 

folcedmy w-^utSi tllC house, dodging the orchids hanging 
»n the vecfcdah s\, hich were plunging violently to and fro 
(east and/west) J,h a most extraordinary manner about two 
feet fro/ tho perpendicular each way Fortunately a 0 fc.a 
*“*<?la /rn&ment lad as yet suffered, and I had time to remove 
'them nil to the ground The two mantelpieces of tho house 
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faced back to back, N T7 and S E , that is iu the tbfo<5fci&ft 
opposite to the wave, as did most of the shelves and brackets,^ 
and consequently* with the exception of one small vase laul 
prostrate, not a single article was thrown down during 
the whole period of the wave. I afterwards discovered slight 
cracks extendmg upwards in both chimneys, and the clock 
on one of them, whose pendulum swung north-east and 
south-west, stopped short at 5 20 p M (local titne) There 
were no rumblings or explosion sounds I'he appreciable 
part of the quake lasted some five minutes, as I ascertained 
afterwards from the Telegraph Muster, who, working before 
his clock, had at once noted the hour, viz , from 5 24 to 5 20 
P it , local time, or JG 24 to 16 30 (i e , 4 24 to 4 30 pm) 
Madras time, which ib 57 minutes behind Kohima time. 

After tho shock had passed, we had time to re enter the 
Verandah (which I had again vacated) and sit down and pass 
some remarks about the visitation when, some four or five 
minutes later I guess, we heard seven al loud explosions like 
guns in the direction of the fort f of a mile north-west, winch 
I remarked must he oither the mountain battery practising 
or bombs going off in honour of theMolmrrnm. But shortly 
afterwards news arrived of tho effects of the shock m the sta- 


tion, of fissures and down-fallen masonry, and the cause of the 
explosions, which were due to the tops of fou- strong stono 
masonry chimneys of the 43rd G It Hospital in the fort 


having fallen on tho iron roof Hero then I would remark on 
the jeculiarity of tho earthquake as I observed earth* 

wa\o evidently approached Kohima from the ^(South- 
east and extouded very slowly north -west, en( 1 fro 

vibration being slow and Tegular, foimtd hkt> k (local tiB n 

and heavy wave at sta, taking tome four or L, , to 

. , mno«o violent 

reach tho fort, Jess than { of a mile distant r., „ ' 

■ .. , . ,, . ’r Shillong ant. 

low is the last one on the extreme south east enC . . . . 

, , . ^onry bmJaingi 

tiou, and we did not hear tho noise of tunibh;„„» _ 

. .... ' avo wore oi en 

four oi five minutes aft-r the vibrations had v, . 

and the time of this tumbling was reported . n a 

dtcloi aid Telegiajh Master, both present, as ’ * W S 
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tcHnitddion o\ Iho shock then oxporioncod This direction 
^nd dilatormess aro confirmed, *tmong others, by two afficefa 
v&o were oat walking at a point on tho oxtronie sonth-wosfc 
of tho station and about two nltles on tho opposite «ido of thd 
Valley in a direct lino with my bungalow They wero 
first apprised of something nnnsual by observing groat 
Commotion among tho native soldiers in tho lines unrntdi* 
ntoly below them to tlio north cn«t, somo moments after which 
thoy tkenuelvos began to fcol dizzy, and had to make foe 
safety from tho cd o 0 of tho hliud I think the direction, there* 
fore, is established so far as Ibis locality is concerned, 
Tho fort, being tho highest point in tho centro of tho station. 
Buffered most Besides tho hospital, tho archod roof of tho 
Magazine— tho strongest building as a rulo — was rent in o 
couple of places and let in the ram and tho cast wall of tf»o 
Treasury catne down Uko so many loose bricks (what a fine 
cl anco for loot *)« lb® treasurer having a narrow escapo and a 
small part of the fort ramparts gave way lho Magazine is of 
stone masonry and the only entirely pucca construction horo 
The barracks aud bazaar were damaged very slightly by tho 
fall of a few kako walls, etc 

The most curious pheuomona wero tho series of fissures 
of which we have so often read but never experienced Wo 
cannot boast of eftnd and w&tor fountains, but tl cso 
cracks were very numerous and observed m several 
places, the principal onos, however, passing up towards or 
through tho fort, whero the shook appeared to havo 
culminated I tiuced one long fissure for about ■} of o 
mile oxtenaing from S E to N. W from the regimental 
lines below to the 1 capital in the fort above , and Mr Clancoy, 
the Executive Engineer, continues to exhibit free of charge 
two respectable rifts immediately below his bui galow in tho 
extreme south-west of tho station (which, if it had been pucca, 
inould havo been m rum'J commencing from unknown 


hstances m the south We traced the mo«t prominent, first 
^ ortli east for over J of a mile up and down along the ridge 
to the Treasury in the fort, and then downwards and north*' 
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tvfislwards for anolher i mile across tho military pojicii 
parade ground (where tho fir*t crack mcntionod seemed al'cp* 
to pass down and got lost), skirting a largo mass of rock, 
winch it seefcned to avoid towards the johcc hospital 1 
learnt this fissure extended up the hill northwards towards 
the Naga village above — passing between tho Jail and the 
Her Dr Itiveub rg*a compoui d — at any rate, within know* 
ledge, for nbont a mile this fissure appeared to extend 

At 120 A a (local titne) the following morning (13tli) 
another senes of violent shocks occurred, but of lesser inten- 
sity and duration (by one fourth, I should say), rousing tip 
all sleepers Since then in fact vibrations have eiery now and 
then been felt almost daily* nud sometimes twice fe day by 
several persons ’The most marked of those noted were one 
On the 14th at f 5 A si , another at 9-48 P Ji on the IDtli, a 
severe one, which dislodged tbo plaster from the north walls 
and widened the cracks in the Police Hospital chimneys 
occurred on the 2Gth at about C 30 I* ii , and anther at 9 r »0 
r sr on the 27th— all Madras time, as noted by tho Tclo» 
graph Master 

Another peculiarity observed here, as in mo«t other 
places, was tho &Udaen meteorological change After a com* 
paralive drought extending some days (this year has been 
nmeafonablj dry) we had on the afternoon of the lltli 
Instant a sudden Violent downpour of ram, certainly for the 
period it lasted (half an hour) the heaviest flus year, and 
oxceediug any such storm I have eier experienced in or out 
of Assam 

'there are some old residents of Assam here who sa^ they 
believe this earlhqnahe can perhaps only be paralleled, i r then, 
bj the very severe v station which occurred m As 'am. m_ 
18o8 ot 1809 Ibis iooy V the case os regards some localities, 
hut can scarcely hold good for all the areas now affected, and 
complete repot ts are still com mg iu of whole villages having 
been hurled down the mountain sides, as at Cherrapnuji, and 
oil er ullage , as in Sylbet, being bodily engulfed in the euith 
fcud their sites now only marked by Wills-, 
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{The Enghihman, jlfor.da), Jul) 13, 1807.) 

THE CHEltRAPUNJI DISASTER 

What a Falun d Village is Like 
A missionary re«ident on tho Cherrapuny Hills sends tho- 
following account of the daroago done m tL at district — Tho 
mission families in our Geld nro iafo, hat owing to communi- 
cations being interrupted wo wero sorao days before wo got 
news from all tho stations, and daring tboso days wo vrero 
very anxious Every stono building, including mission houses, 
cbapels, hospitals, schools, otc , is lovcllcd to tho gronnd 
There is not a single stono building in all tho Lbnsia and 
Jaintia Hills, SyUict or Gauhali striding You will ha\o 
soen m the papers that only two 1 uropcan deaths havo taken 
placo in Shillong, but tbero aro numerous deaths among tbo 
patives all over tho country Tbero wero Lctwcon 30 and 40 
in Cherra itself, seven of them boirg Christians, ono a liltlo 
orphan who was under our caro and was instantaneously 
killed in my houstj whilo asleep, another, a pat lout m tho 
hospital, who was waiting to got well enough for mo to 
operate upon him for dpcased bono , another was Mr Jones' 
bouse keeper, who was killed m tbo mission house oh the top 
of the bill In tho coal mines near Cherra tbero wero about 
22 pcr'pns boned Tbo villago of Sojibai, near Mai adeo DB, 
wa3 nearly all corned down the bill side, ai d about GO perish- 
ed Another village near it, called Leitiam, was buried by 
the lull aboro l* falling upon it, and S5 perished Nearly tho 
whole of tho Shul]a villago tumbled down tbo bill 
side into the river, and 10G aro known to 1 aro perished 
Tho sanj 0 tkmg 1 uppened to Norgwai and 2ymorig near 
Siielfa, and in that group of villages about CO aro known ia 
havo been killed A great many wero killed on tbo roads from 
Cherra to Jhenah Ghat and Shelia In Shillong there havo 
been several deaths at the Government Printing Press, 6ix or 
seven Marwan women m tl o bazar and from almost evory 
village wo hear of several having been kilted You would not 
Know tho neighbourhood of Cherra now on account of the 
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!and*Kp», ninth >H11 going on with err rjr thotl and trtvj 
shower oftnin, ond tho found of Urn! thnd i*> oar Mr* ton* 
tinnally i* very depre««ing Tho hill on which oar Mn*tor 
station i* bull i» fut going do*o the ratine, *ud whatever- 
portion of it rruini will not 1« occupied ftjain hr tin* 
generation Thr real from Cherrn to Shillong lw slippy 
down for mile*, and probably will rot bo hull again The 
ground fn very many place* look* as if it had b^en charred, 
and in other place* (ha long de^p cra^h* look gl a*il/» 

I wi* in Shillong at the timo of tl e ca*a*tcopl c I ! ad 
rented a home there, nod v>a* sitting m 11* Tcrandah with 
fonr oiler ramlonane*. A\e lad tnjla warning, ard I 
shouted for then nil to ran, rnnmng "my*rlf at the *»ne 
time with oar little boy 1 iM tin* becauso the heme we 
wero in wa* old and rickety Tlio other* laughed at n« , 
but in n few second* thing* became 10 serious that they 
alio started to run. 

Oho two Jadie* had to lie on the ground, »o great wa* 
the oi-illftlion of the earth A* »oon a* p©«»illc we wcot 
to our rnmion compound, about two mile* away. Tl o 
Bight a* wo wero going through tho station I »1 all nerer 
forget, I adiei woro ruihing lowanli the Gorernmenl 
JJouso, lomo of tho natirey ahnuting •• Allah 1 * otl er* 
*' Jtam 1 ' others "U XUci 1*’ crerj body looking fngl ton- 
ed, and *omo ilrong men ready to faint Kvcrjthiflg mado 
of masonry wa* lercllel to tho ground Wo spent tho night 
jn a hot in the natiro harar, rao*t of n* sitting on roicard 
chairs and store* The frequent iliocks and the I eary ram 
pouring upon ns made tho night very nmorablo On tho 
morrow wo morel to an craj ly clra hmlding that was 
standing Lait Saturday weok wo came to Mauphlang, 
but I had to leave my family and tlie others thero because 
tho road had fallen I managed to corao on hero myself 
on Monday, and began to clear tho ruins and buhl lmfs 
for the summer My books nro in pretty good condition 
but all tho furniture is smashed, except a folding spring— 
bed that had Lena loft resting against ft. Trail Borne 
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boxes containing clothes are in good condition except that 
jjthe Oiterra ram has been pouring into them My greatest anx- 
iety is about getting a homo to lira in, because tbo heavy ram 
presents the workmen going on with it I am living in aKhassi 
hut We are getting plenty to eat now Wo wore nil m difficul- 
ties at one time because our food was buried under tbo ruins 
and communication with the outside world broken Bat that 
difficulty did not last many days Those of the missionaries 
whose houses had thoir inside walls kutcha managed to save a 
good deal but the thick pncca walls hare ernshed everything 
crushahle belonging te us Every singlo building we hnvo — • 
the expenso of 57 years— is totally ruined. 

THE PtSSUUES AT PURNEAH. 

As Mr Oldham attaches great importance to tho exact 
tune of the earthquake being fixod, I may say that the hour 
by the Lukheiy clock was 4 4>j, local time 4 40 p u Tho 
groat shock lasted three minutes, but the quake lasted nearly 
seven All twu atoryed houses cams down, one-storeyed pucca 
bouses were shattered and rained and bangalows with timber 
frame work in the walls stood the shock well, and only lost 
some plaster At about 1J miles apart, commencing in tbo 
south at Hurdah, the earth opened out rents running from 
east to west for many yards The cracks or rents wore from 
nine inches to a foot bread From one of theso cracks, 290 
yards south of my house, poured out mud, sand and water 
for about twelve hours Thi9 rent is on high ground, and 
the stream of quicksand made its way down the lateral 
cracks to low lands, forming a volume of liquid mud 100 
feet broad covering many cultivated fields. The rent north 
of the civil station is similar, and here too a stream of mud, 
water and sanl poured out A little over ljj miles further 
north at the city or old town, rents and cracks innumerable 
opened out, sending forth mad, sand and water, which event 
ually found its way into the Jiosi There is a report that 
some indigo has been covered to a great depth with quick- 
sand Tho cracking of the ground alarmed us dreadfully, 
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bat iu lima rolUii on and no new* came Iron Cileulla, tho 
fear wai increased Tho catting off of telegraphic community- 
nlion itemed the last ilrolo of fata Parneah tiicl »t dne 
timo to l>o a rolc&nlo centre, Lai wo know tint tlio poarug 
oat of mad and sand from tlio crack* may bo Jno to mar* 
earth pressure when tho wavo moot* with Httlo reiutance 


SHILLONG IN HUINS 

WOHSB THAN ANY 1)1 SCRIPTION 
Littlo xaoro than n fortnight ago, and Shillong, in ft!! It* 
bounty, boro comparison witli ftU bill stations 5n India 
Naturally bcmtifal, with it* lovely tree*, hill*, dale*, ftnd 
waterfall*, architecturally beautiful in its public buijdng* 
and pnvala bungalow*, tasteful and lovely in it* compound* 
ftnd gnrdons, an 1 pcrlectordor prevailing on all »tde* Now, 
ola* ! tho *cono is changed , deflation and rum reign in*teaJ 
A plantor, who carao up from tho plain* last week to ico 
Shillong 10 it* ruin*, walking ond riding tho journoy ovor 
tho Lrohon road* a* host ho coaid, laid tho half had not been 
told him, that only «coing had convinced him or tho damage 
which Shillong had saitainod. 

It may bo that tho fa-l* concerning tho disaster nro 
now inoro perfectly known, for communication havo now 
boon possible for many days past , previously any letters or 
wiros seat indiscriminately, had small chanco of safe dohvcrj , 
JiOdco tho dolay, which ha* caused anxiety and disappoint* 
mont to so many anxious friends. It Booms that only sorao 
Cvo or six ladio* and foartoon children found shelter in 
Government IJoujo compound on tho night of tho disaster 
and thoy all romovod to thoir own or olhor friendly com- 
pounds on tho following Sunday or Monday. Sinco last 
writing shocks havo bcou loss froquont, until last night (tho 
27th), whoa from 11 30 to 2 30 A ir wo experienced four 
*hocks of greater seventy than any *m C o tho first 

Tho rainfall has boon less heavy of lato, hut severe gales 
li»v. bad a .omtmhat pr.jad.cial oUect on teals and tsmpcrr. 
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, No doubt, however, the ill-wind hag not boon without its good 

^effects in drying tho tents, inside and outside, as well as iho 
saturated ground. The once pretty compound of the hotel, 
itself in ruins, is packed with bashas, which look like so many 
kutclia stable erections. 

To give some idea of the ruins was my first intention in 
writing to-day. It may bo of some general interest to know 
Shillong now stands— or rather how much of it is left stand- 
ing. Government Honse, from the front view, is simply a 
heap of atones, in one disorderly pile. The back view is the 
more distressing, for the fact of tho ruins once having 
beon a honse can be traced in the broken remains of the 
corrugated Toof. It evidently fell backwards. Tho servants* 
houses, all stono built, have also fallen in the same 
backward direction and have simply collapsed, the 
corrugated roofs sitting as it wero on top of the ruins. 
Tho onco pretty Cottage, associated with Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen, is a pitiable Bight. Only soma torn and shatter- 
ed thatch is visible, and, this is mixed with tho great 
BonganviUier, which overgrow it. In front there is nothing 
hut a mass of debris. Flowers, as a rule, havo not been des- 
troyed, and these in their trim garden order are strange con- 
trasts to tho shattered remains of tho houses. The church 
ruin is easily described; a mass of red stones in ugly disorder, 
the chief entrance standing fairly upright in their midst. Tho 
organ, of which wo woro so justly proud, tho obtaining of 
which was part of tho good work done in Shillong by Mr. 
Wilcocks, is shattered boyond all bopo of repair. Tho box of 
beautiful vestments and altar clothes has been recovered un- 
hurt, while tho Trinity season cloth on tho altar at tho time 
of tho disaster is cut and destroyed hut not hopelessly so. 
Needless to say, that the altar, vases, crucifix and bennlifn] 
lamps are completely destroyed. 

It is scarcely possiblo, however, to feel regret for any of 
these thing*, when human lives have been so raexcifnlly 
spared. One hour later and tho choir, numbering ever 
twenty, would havo been at their usual weekly practice, when 
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Escape would bavo been almost impossible A mere chance, 
loo, prevented a young lady from being at organ practice 
while the disaster actually occurred 

Cresswell Lodge, the tesidenco of our much regiettec! 
friend, Mr McCabe, is a sad sight One of the most beautiful 
bouses in Shillong, it is also one of its worst rums, — only n 
heap of stones and i debris, with hero and thero come broken 
piece of furniture projecting Here a bed post, there a sword, 
a broken desk or ebair, a bit of lorn carpet, a well known 
bat w»tb its I O S colours, battered books, all speaking 
reminiscences of the man we mourn Aboht twenty yards 
from the house a favourite pipo was found, pitched there 
from tho verandah with much of its furnishings Ti e 
circumstances which hallow the runs of this once hospitable? 
house are so sad that one shrinks from dwollmg on them 
Mr Gait’s beautiful stone bmlt houso is also a special 
matter for regret Much sympathy is folt fer Mrs Gait, 
so recently entered on hor new and happy Iifo AH her 
pretty wedding presents are lost or ruined Tct one hears no 
murmur from either Mr or Mrs Gait Only Ono matter 
caused gnof to Mrs Gait, and tknt the loss of her little ayali, 
whom she ha<f left at work in her room a littlo while beforo, 
and who was buried in the rums Mr and Mrs Gait have 
found shelter in their coach house and cheerf ally say they 
are thankful for it, and in addition are doing all they Can for 
other?. 

Mr Monahan a bouse, Torragbur, is another complete 
ruin, but he has thrown open his compound and made many 
houseless friends welcomo and comfortable in tents and 
bash as there Mr Corkery Las been glad to take up residenco 
m Jus fowl house, while his coach house has been given up to 
ladies Too busy attending in his spare time to the comfort 
of others, he has not troubled fhr himself or his lost posses 
e ions 

Major Priestley has to day returned to his regimental 
duties The 42nd Gurkha Rifles Las bitheio been under 
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fcotomantl of Captain Challerton, to whom the highest praiso 
? ^dae for the prompt and thorough measures winch ho adopt- 
ed for the care and protection of tbo sufferers by tho disaster. 
As in addition to Alaj r Pnestloy, Liontenants Nono and 
Strange happened to bo absent, tho greater credit i« duo to 
those on duty, namely, Lieutenant and Adjutant Jamos, 
Lieutenant Shaw, and Surgeon-Captain Parry, in praiso of 
whom too much cannot be said, The station is also loud m 
its gratitude for the ablo work done by Dr Campbell In his 
own quiet unostentatious way ho seems to lmio been tho 
friend and adviser of all, 

Before closing may I ho allowed to contradict tho state- 
ment mado by a corrc«pondcnt that a ,r European lady had 
been drowned in the lakes ” The lady in question is ali\o 
and well, and, I am told, was not oven near tho lakes at tho 
time of tho disaster. 


{The Englishman, Tuesday, July 13, 1S97 ) 
DACCA .AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 


Tho earthquake lias done much more damago to tho town 
than was at Grst nppaiont Tho doublo 6toroyed nativo houses 
oil over tho place are badly cracked, and os ono passes alou" 1 
one can boo pieces of walls, arches and roofs being dismanl! 
ed and rebuilt nnd cracks plastered over When ono seos tho 
bad mortar, like so much red dust, that the houses are built 
with, ono can hardly understand why tho whole place did 
not collapse with the severe and long shaking we had. The 
European’s houses have suffered badly too , Hie Collector 
Doctor, Judge, tho Luns, tho Deputy Post Master-General^ 
tho Superintendent of Kheddalu, all have had to vacate thur 
dwellings to seek shelter elsowhere, with frieude chiefly, as 
practically no other houses are available 
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Tho Commissioner's house, which has just been done up nnd 
put i u order for hit rcii lenc« , il having been hit office befor^A 
ij 10 bully damaged that most of it must bo pulled down, and 
there nro only about two room* ia it iafa or Dt io lira in. 
Mr Salmon, who wui living m llicClab had a rarrow escape 
Tho bod in winch Iio had just been lying was tnadicd by 
part of tho roof falling on it Ilo was having n bath at 
tho time, and only managed to escapo down into tho com- 
pound by tho * weeper « UUcr when tho wall fell down Tho 
whole wall on tho lonlh cast »tdo of tho room collapse! Tho 
Mitlori Hospital is bally daunted n»d many of tho ] atients 
had to bo put into tents nt once Tho polico at tl o Mill Bar- 
racks aro alto under canvas, as tho roof thcro fell in, and tl e 
building is not safe 

Tho Shah IJagli house, tho Hojany Dalan, tho Sh&hbon 
Medical Hall, tho L Ion iomalo School, and two or three large 
nalivo houses are complcto ruins Tho north-west cornor of 
tho largo verandah of tho co1lc a o foil down, as did also the 
south verandah of tho dlk bungalow, whien n so badly 
damaged and cracked that it had to bo vacated Mony other 
houses m different parts of tho town havo partially caUupsed 
Tho old Mutt on tho river hank near tho water-works fell, 
killing four men, but tho remains of threo ouly have as yet 
been recovered from tho deins 

Half tho old lower of tho Armenian Chnrch, from 
top to bottom, has corao down, and two of tho pinnacles 
at tho cornors of tho stcoplo of tho English Church 
(St Thomas ) were eo badly shaken that they had to 
bo diiD^rio^a Tho 0 u Bagh rums havo not fccon 
m there a A couplo of tho 1 Itlo turrets at the cornors 
l Ins fowl house, way havo fallen, which rather spoils tho 
ladies loo busy a meturesqao old rum A portion of tho old 
° otlier8 » bo has not trlso como down Tho Nnwab's palace, 
U0 ' i3 it seemed m tho earthquake to rock 

Major Priestley has to not offered so very much tho 
duties Tho 42nd Gurkha R' ns OQ tho third storey havo boon 
1 will probably have to bo robudt. 
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, Diltoslm, wlioro tho Newel) is living, fared mud worse, lha 
mpper storoy tang so badly cracked that it bas to be pollod 
"ddwn Fortnnatoly for tho Nflwab bo had a newly-l)ailfc one 
storeyed bangalore in the Dilkosha garden, into which he and 
his family moved, and with tents and thatched houses for his 
servants is making himself as comfortablo as possible under 
the circumstances 

Considering tho amount of damage done we hare to he 
thankful that tho loss of life has been so small Only seven 
or oighfc deaths ra all hare been reported I hear from a 
porson who has hoen out in tho district that tho ground is 
cracked m many placos, there are huge fissures from four to 
six feet deep extending for many yards and wide enough to 
put one’s hand down, 

Tho old Club house and Racqnet Court havo at last been 
sold The Nawab purchased them and made them over as a 
"Diamond Jubilee gift to Government to pull down and make 
tho site into a square, to bo called the Victoria Square, 
for tho benefit of tho town This will bo a great improve- 
ment, as the buildings aro rather an eyosore in what is 
otherwise a moo part of Dacca Our now Racquet Court 
is to bo built quite to tho Club and as it is to bo tho 
propor bizo, not huge iiko tbo old one, will be a great boon to 
racquot players 

So a summor bouso it must bo, a mco comfortable com- 
modious one, at a safe distance from tho honso, and we shall 
bo provided against tho fnturo, whether Mr Liotard choosos 
to toll us his little secrets or not I think I cannot bo far 
wrong in imagining ho had not said much about it before- 
hand, for tho event seems to have come upon most people as 
a lUtlo surpriso "Wo must, as a rule, orpoct these littla 
freaks of naturo to surprise ns, but when there is a prophet 
in our midst ho might speak cut Of course tho earth might 
open and » wallow my summer homo but after all one will 
have done ono s best, and one can t over do more than that ! 
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( The Englishman, Wednesday , July 14, tSgy ) 
HAVOC IN THE JAINTIA HILLS 

Hr H H Brownlow, of Snndye tea garden, in tbfl Jain- 
in Hills, situated a few hoars’ journej into the hills from the 
post town of Jamtiapur, in the Sylhct district, -writes ai fol- 
lows to a correspondent in Cachar When it is mentioned 
that tho houses roforred to as destroyed wore all of the strong- 
est possible bmld, stone and mortar throughout, and iron 
Borne idea of tho severity of the eartliquako in the Jamtia 
roofed, Hills may bo formed — Jane Id — It will bo no news 
to you that wo have had an earthquake as you will hare had 
a share m it I only hope that you have fared no worse 
than oursolvos Tho cottage, bungalow, now kitchen and tho 
Umtilia toa house are nil down — complete wrecks A continu- 
ous earth tremor is going on as I write, varied by an extra 
shako now and again with a ramble away to the S E , varying 
in intensity with the intensity of tho tremor I hope all at 
Nemotba havo escaped as wo havo 

Juno 14 —Tho earthquake occurred on Saturday, 12th 
instant, at abont 5 P 51 , and it began ns it all tho buddings 
had boon put into a riddle and somo one had started to put 
them through In less than ton seconds the stonework of 
cottage, bungalow, and kitchen was in disorganized heaps 
Not one of us would have escaped if the visitation had taken 
place In tho night, ns orery bed occupied tho night beforo has 
been smashod On mine lay abont 50 maunds of stono the 
others we havo boen unable to oxamino yet, as it is danger 
ons to cuter the houses while the ground is still tremb- 
ling, which it is doing now, 43 hours after the 6rst 
shock We aro in V Dons house The turbine house has 
been very little damaged, but we did not go into it on account 
of the risk of other shocks coming Tho small kub*ha out 
houses havo all stood, tho old kitchen wonderfully lc yll, but 
the stone built cow-bouso fell, and wo think some ct ro hare 
besa buried, but are not sure Escry pucca house in ( re j?ai 
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fibwn, tut \rb understand that there lias tieon no loss b£ life 
J^erQ, one woman has been injured She was holding on to a 
tre^in a steep jhoom to prevent herself from going down hill 
Yrhen a rock brushed her arm, and it has had to ho removed 

The first shock seemed to come from the south west Thd 
potitwn of the fallen houses would favour this supposition as 
well as the direction in which rocks have been tnoved that 
lay about loose, but since then there has been a very 
distinct rumble, that was at first nearly continuous, away 
to the south east, and every shock has como from that 
direction We hear the growl and say to each other 
“ It s coming," and Come it aoe3 each time with certainty. 
*Fhe shocks havo assumed a now type to day, and I hope wd 
are past the worst thoy come with less noise, ata sharp, and 
pass far below rapidly 03 if along a line of fault which has re- 
lieving the tension 

Juno \5 — There were a good many shocks dating the 
iught and none of us got much sleep, bnt nothing very violent, 
and the rumble to the south east is lessoning 

Juno 19 —It was great reltof to get your vViro Ton 
havo escaped the worst of the shock xu Cachat, and can have 
no idea of its severity an this direction Jowai, Shangdangv 
Shillong, Cherra etc, havo been wrecked there is scarcely 
a pucca house left in the whole range of Khasi and Jamtia 
Sills, and large massos of land have boon shaken dowm 
A considerable unmbox of deaths havo taken place in lulls 
an l plains Tlio shocks still continue, hut aro n ot severe^ 
and claim little attention What has greatly addod to the 
hardships of the houseless m Shillong is the heavy ram 
they have been getting We, more lucky, had favourable 
weather I have been unable to remove things from unde* 
tho rums, but fo-tunatoly, from tho position m which the 
roofs of tho Louses lie, very little ram can got at them 
Drifted moisture of courso has its sweet will and can’t ba 
liolpel Food has become scarce Panic may have some- 
thing to do with this, or a failure of supplies caused by 
losses My fear is that tho Indian agriculturist wdl ait dowa 
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untie- the infliction and exercise too much of his beautiful, 
trust in providence and bring about a crisis Strang 
ns it may seem, the earthquake did not come without 
■warnings, if only we could have Teahsed their meaning Early 
on Saturday morning near the Uraiiha stream, I came on a 
tea hush, from the roots of which a most peculiar escape of 
air was taking place through a Sim of water left by a shower. 
I spent some minutes trying to Sod a cause for it but gave 
ft up, and a few boars later we bad the explanation Some 
settlement inappreciable to our senses wns going on even 
then 

Juno 20 —You remember the poonjee we stayed in when 
fishing Three houses are left standing in it All the rest 
have been swept down the bill by rolling rocks and loosened 
soil Large portions of the Government roads in the hill 
have been quite obliterated Doopee mnt near Jaintipnr was 
rolled down the hill side and a man killed there, and Nawab 
Dlnn’i house kissed the ground, as his eon it put m wrting 
to me There has been wonderfully small loss of life all things 
considered Of tho buildings here which went down, tbo 
bangalow? made the best resistance, but none of them held 
out long Tho turbine houso held out , only parts of tho 
walls havo boon thrown down It is most fortunately prac- 
tically uninjured In every case the few posts used havo 
hold up tho houses where they aro not prone The cottago 
roof rests on a few limbers, so dooi tho bangalow roof and 
that of the new kitchen Numerous landslips have taken 
place in all directions, and the nature of tho shako becomes 
more evident as the rain saturates the loosened soil and make 
it slide Every morning thoro aro more bare patches to be 
seen 

June 23 —The wrecked buildings aro simply heaps of 
stones most effectually separated Actually stones lying on 
tho ground wo-e moved, eroo whea embedded how, sixteen 
days aftc- the groat shako, we are still getting frequent 
shocks, as many as twenty in tho twenty-four hours. Latter- 
ly they have become somewhat severe again— each shock is 
distinctly preceded by a resonant rumble away to the cajt, 
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and wo are never taken by surprise Tho source of all the 
mast be away east of Cacbar bat, strangely enough, 
tba^placo has escaped Wo bear the noise start, and as the 
shocks touch as tney pais away nnderneatb T bey now take 
a Itno considerably to tbo south of us, preserving the original 
direction, and seem very deep down When tho mischief 
started it was not so Then the sound was close under us, so 
to say, and almost continuous at its Boarce It is more than 
likely that the line of disturbance set up will continue to be 
tLat along which any excess of tension will relieve itself, and 
wo may for a Jong time to come havo shocks which, if not 
powLrfnl enoagh to damage buildings, will deter people from 
building. 


INCIDENTS AT GAUHATI 
A lady in Assam, writing to a friend gives some par- 
ticulars of the disaster at Qaubati — Just two weeks 
to day since tbo great earthqnako You would have heard 
from mo before this if I bad been well, bnt this is 
the first day since last week that I havo been able to 
write About fifteen minutes before tbo shock came I went 
over to tho Ladies’ Homo, intending to return immediately, so 
I said nothing to my husband, who was busy writing I had 
finished my errand and was thinking of returning when 
tho first shock camo I said, “ An earthqnal o let us 
go out ' Wo started out, but before wo were far from the 
door, tbo earth shook so that we could scarcely walk We 
went on a few steps when I beard the Crash of breaking 
glass, and looked around and saw tbo little house that bad 
bona the Ladies' Setae fat! We treat a tittle farther to 
get out of tbo choking dust made by falling bricks , 
tho chimney of another house fell Hiss A was bosido herself 
ami ran towards the road Tlio tbana fell next so she turned 
and ca no back to ua Then Hr S ’s bouse fell I looked 
across tho compound and saw our bouse go down There 
was such a noiso from tho roar of the earthquake that we 
did not heat a souud of the falling buildings after the crash 

f 
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of tli b Ladies’ Home When we first camo to Ganhati, womado, 
a rnla that we would run ont of the nearest door at the fir 
tremor of an earthquake without waiting to warn each ottfcr, 
As I had seen nothing of ray husband, I feared ho had not 
succeeded in getting out, so when the house foil X was 
filled with fear. My husband did not know that I had gone 
out and as ho ran he called to mo He feared I was 
asleep, bo went to my window and called hut got no answer. 
The house was swaying so that ho could not stay longor and 
had only tirao to got ont of the way when the house foil The 
Jadies sont a servant to tell him whero I was, and ho was soon 
over there It was almost impossible to stand The natives 
foil flat and clung to tho grass to keop from rolling about 
When tho dnst cleared away we all started toward one ond of 
the compound then I saw tho Baptist Ghapol flat on tho 
ground 

Tho river was boiling and foaming liko tho sea Steamors 
and flats wero torn from their moorings and were out ia tl o 
nror Small boats wero broken and capsized Every brick 
building in Ganhati, including Hinda tomples and Mussulman 
raosquos, are broken down Tho bazaars are m ruins Tho 
English Church and Catholic Church havo sharod tho sarao 
fate In many placos sand and wator camo up, in tho jail yard 
it spouted np ton foot Tho jail wall is badly broken, thoro 
wero cracks in tho ground in many places Tho river road just 
below us is so badly cracked that it is impassnblo for carts 
Wo looked in sorao of tho cracks eight and ten feet deop 

All tho Europeans in tho station had dinnor and spent 
that night on tho mail steamors Wo had to got off early tho 
next morning It rained on Saturday night and nearly all 
day Sunday Wo wero exposed to the sun and wet a good 
'buji, w?imhi qrnhuiilrj mrwinfis 'ior my jover 'i&y ’nusuanh 
has had to watch his coolies to keep them at work Ho is so 
tired every eight Wo aro sleeping on tho verandah of tho 
Chang Homo whero my school girls used tb live Wo shall 
1 «ra tl at fired up to hvo in, while wo build a new house, 
Cholera has broken oat In Ganhati firo died in ono neigh* 
boa rh nod yesterday and lo*dsy. 
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DESTRUCTION OP HOUSES AND ROADS 
IN ASSAM. 

> The people at Tara felt the suspense afer the eartbqnako 
greatly as tho following oxtract from a letter bIiowb — Ic is a 
wcok to day Blnco the Erst shock of the earthquake, and our 
Erst word from Calcutta comes to day, and that indirectly 
ibrongh an assistant of our Surgeon-Major While tho first 
shock was very groat hero destroying the Treasury build- 
ing the Outcherry and all tho Government bungalows 
it soems to me that tho frequent shocks Bince, a f all timos of 
the day and night, and the snspense at not hearing from fnenda 
have beon more trying for the nerves Mr P has tolegraphed 
twico to Mrs P at Landour, but has received no word Tho 
missionary bungalows hero are not badly damaged, — only 
the foundations are loosened somewhat, and a lot of plaster 
is hnookod off There was considerable loss in provisions in 
some godowns Rico is 4 5 scors to day Wo aro anxious to 
hear from you all, and will try and hoop you informed 
Write evon though you may think we have heard what yon 
have to say 

Tho following reports sum up tho damage done In parts 
of tho Assam Valley — 

Goalpara — Tho brick pillars of our bungalow are all 
down, and whore tho pillars have gone tho house has sunk, 
tho stono pillars forcing up tho floor Tho earth gave way on 
both sides Thoro is not a brick building left in town Tho D C, 
bungalow, Telegraph, Post Office, Coart hon«o, Treasury, 
Jail, Dak Bungalow and Bazaar Bhops aro all on the ground 
There have been slight shocks ovor srnco the first one eveiy 
few minutes One more stiff shock or heavy wind will finish 
the house The earth cracked and the water from tho river 
ru«hbd in and e pouted up sotno places five or six feet and 
oversproad tho wholo lowor town Have not heard of much 
loss of life jot— only five Tho people all rushed to the 
hill top and from throe in the morning until about mno wo 
had rain. 
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Nowgong — Our bungalows aro still safe to live m but 
greatly damaged The Cnglish Schools, Court house. Circuit 
House, llr Kennedy’s bungalow. Jail and one Hospital buijd- 
>ng arc total wrecks Dr McNaughl’s bungalow and tbo 
Treasury building are damaged Our splendid nvor road is 
torn all to pieces beyond repair In places tbo ground has 
sunk from ono to six feet Tbo water boiled out of the 
ground Tho wells are full of sand 

Gauhati —All onr bungalows aro lerel with tbo ground 
All our things aro dostioycd more or less A few cl airs havo 
oscapod Two minutes after leaving tbo bouse it was a total 
wreck Lost night nil tho officers and missionaries went on 
the mail Bteamor to got dinner and spend tho night Just bo 
foro wo separatod, Mr B. lod a dorotional meeting All soems 
to be impressed with tho terriblencss of tho shock All night 
long tho steamer would shal o from tho shocks Many have 
been injured and sovcral killed 

Tura — Destruction has been less m Tnra than in Fome 
places, owing to tbo character of our buildings bo ma onry 
buildings could bavo withstood tho shock 5 bo damage to 
Government buildings m Tara is estimated at Bs 25,^00, 
and damago on our two cart roads Its 25,000 Several 
Government building sites aro pronounced nnsafo, and 
our Dopuly Commissioner is considering seriously of 
moving tbo station to anothor site Wo seem to haie beoa m 
tbo section of greatest disturbance Tbo nvor near Manl acliar 
lias been diverted by the bed being elevated Low ground 
Las boon thrown up and high ground depressed about twelve 
milos south-west of Tura, and very groat disturbance m other 
parts of tbo hills Somo of tho Government officers wero 
absent, tboso hero being accommodated m the missionary 
compound, as all the Government bouses aro uninhabitable 
Tho Garos aro much impressed by soeing how little our mis- 
sion is injured, wbilo all the Government bungalows and 
many other Government baildings are wrecked. 
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"MANY KILLED LEAR JATRAPUR 
The following is a translation of a report in Bengali ad- 
dressed to the Civil Surgeon, Garo Hills, dated Jlankachar, 
June 18 — Sir, — I beg to report for your information that the 
read fromTura to Dattalgin is m bad condition, several places 
being blocked The ddk bungalow of Damalgui is all right, 
bat the roof and homo are out of repair all the plaster of tho 
walls haTing dropped The road from Damalgin to Garo- 
badlia is bad in several places 13 tbe road Is cracked and four 
to five feet down fiom llio level, and at several places water 
is on tho road The dak bungalow at Garobadha is all right 
The plaster has dropped down, but tne articles of tbe bunea- 
low are all right 

From Garobadba to Uankacbar several places of tho road 
are broken, and there is water on it All tho road is down 
a 1 out four or five feet from Rangnpam Hill to Rargapam 
Gb&t There are several feet of water all along for about 
two miles TLo dtk bungalow at Manhacbar is all right, but 
water all around it From Alankacl nr to Roman tho road 13 
all right, only tbe dfik bnngal w gb&t Las fallen down 

Jatrapur is very bad all along up to Tarbatipur All 
tho line of rail 13 broken and two or three hundred men aro 
killed Rati stopped and telegraph office broken Telegrams 
stopped, all the road stopped 

Goalundo — Tho railroad and roads are all nglit, and tho 
d&L comes v id Goalundo instead of Jatrapur 

FISSURES AT DILAJPUR 

Dmajpur was cne of tho places where the earth was rent 
Into fissures The vibration commenced at about 4 50 pm, 
and lasted for three minutes There was scarcely a second 
store} left standing m the town All the big buildings such 
ns tbe Rajban, the Collector a 1 ous e, and the District Su- 
perintendent s house, were thrown down, and tho occupants 
had to take to tents The earth wave was apparently from, 
cast to west All the low land in a^d round the lown crack- 
ed, and water and sand, smelling strongly of sulphur, oozed 
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out of the openings There woro several unheavals and dflJ 
prossions in the bods of the rivers Fortunately there wa/ 
only ona death . # 

{The Englnhmdn, Friday July 23, 1897) 

DAMAGE AT DACCA AND MYMENSINGH 
Mr Gass’s Report 

The Hon Mr.J G II Gla^s, Chief Engineer to Govern* 
lnent. Public Works Department, accompanied by the Com- 
missioner of tbo Dacca Division, the District Fngineer and 
the Public Wo-hs Bubordinato, visited Dacca on the 8th of 
July and inspected the Government buildings His official 
report of the principal damaged buildings is to the following 
effect — 

Dacca College —The damage done to th s bmlding u 
considerable The cost of repairing the damages was es- 
timated by the Inspector of Works at Rs 12,000 , but so 
far as I conld gather the bmlding can be mndo perfectly safe 
and habitable for abont one half of that sum or less. It is 
impossible, however, to 6ay what the cost will amount to urn* 
til n detailed estimate has been prepared I instructed the 
Public Works subordinate who accompanied me on my ms 
pection as to what is required, and no time should bo lost m 
drawing up the estimate 

Collegiate School Building — The building has been con 
siderably shaken Tho cost of the repairs is estimated by the 
Inspector of Works at Rs 7,000, but so far as I could ludge 
they will not cost so much An estimate can now be prepared 
based on tho instructions which I gave verbally to the Public 
Works subordinate 

Jail Buildings, — The habituals’ ward has received con- 
siderable injury to the west-end wall, and all the arches of ths 
cross walls have suffered iu a more or less degree The cost cf 
repairs is esti mated at Rs 15,000, but I should think that a 
much smaller sum should snffico — possibly Rs 7,000 to 
Rs 8,000, or less* 
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{ Police Barrack —This building was, I understand, origi- 
nally constructed for a mill, and lias boon convortod into 
quarters for the Headquarters and Reserve Polico It has 
been very badly damaged by the earthquake, aud the coat 
of repairing it is estimated by the Inspector of Works 
at Rs 70 000 Tho accommodation it affords is, I under- 
stand, farm excess of what is necesssary for tho polico. 
Tho upper part of the building has, as is to be 
expected, suffered the most, and to thoroughly restore 
it would undoubtedly cost a good deal, but thore docs not 
appear to be any necessity for doing so, if tho accommodation 
it affords is more than is required Tho numbor for whom it 
is necessary to provide accommodation should be ascertained 
and it can then bo determined, whether it would bo choaper to 
dismai tlo such portion of tho old mill os is not wanted and 
repair the remiandor or to construct entirely now quarters for- 
the police Allowing 70 square feet por unit, tho cost of 
providing new lines for tho polico, taking the number at 200,, 
and allowing for making use of the old materials available 
from the mill, would probably not exceed Rs 2G,bOO It 
would, liowovor, probably cost less to dismantle tho injured 
portions of tho old barrack and mako tho romaindor inlex 
suitable accommodation * 

Officers’ quarters, No 1 — Tho cost of repairing tho 
damago done is estimated by tho Inspector of Works at Rs 
8 000 Tho building has not received any great] injury, and, 
I roughly estimated that tho necessary repairs should not 
cost more than Rs 1,000 

Outhouses attached to Polico Lines — Some portion o£ 
this block has fallen in, and the ostimatod coat of repairs is. 
put at Rs 3 000 I understood from tho Public Works 
subordinate that all the outhouses are not required, and that 
a considerable portion could bo dismantled Tina should bo 
ascertained It is possible that a small sum will suffice to, 
repair the area it is necessary to retain 

I reached Mymensmgh on tho morning of the 0th, and 
proceeded at once to inspect the various buildings, accompam.- 
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Cholera ward — Thu has also been injured, and tho cd'b 
of carrying out tha necessary Repairs is pat at Rs 500 by the/ 
District Lpgmecr 

Enclosure (circumvallation) wall — Sotaio parti of (hu 
bare collapsed, and tho cost of renewal bos been put at 
Rs 2,500 Host, if not all, has been done 

*Q nailers o£ District Superintendent bf Polico — Con 1 
iidcrably injured Cost of repairs, Rs 1,500 

Kotwah police station — I did not see this building The 
to«t of repairs is estimated by Iho District Engineer at 
Rs 2 000k 

COST OP REPAIRS 

The cost bf repairing tho damage done nt Dacca nrd 
Mjmensin 0 h, as estimated by tbo Inspector of Wolks and by 
hie, compare thus t— 

Dacca Hymensingb 
Rs Rs 

By Inspector of Works 1,3*1 000 27,300 

By me .. 40,000 77,300 td 

1 , 00,000 

Tho estimate roughly framed by tho Inspector of Works 
for Dacca is unquestionably very much higher than is neces- 
sary, and, on the otbor hand, that for buildings at Sly men 1 
sn gh is much below what it should bo Until the debris has 
been removed and the walls, etc , of the buildings carefully 
examined, so as to see the actual damage doue to them and 
to admit of detailed estimate* being prepared, it is not possible 
to calculate what tho exact cost of the repairs will come to j 
but so far ns I can judge from the inspection I made tbo 
expenditure required to put the buddings into anything liko 
satisfactory order will not bo less than that estimated by me, 
imd may amount to more 

It is quite impossible that the staff of the District Boards 
Can look a tier the repaus (amounting m some cases to entire 
reconstruction) which Lave to be done to public buildings in 
Dacca and ifymensingh The damage done to the roads and 
buildings of the District Boards is extensive, and it will re- 
quire tl e full energies and undivided attention of the District 
Engineering staff to carry out the necessary repairs It will. 
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Y Hunk, bo necessary to cdn«tiiuto a Pablio Works Division 
•with head quarters either at Dtcca or hlymensingh to repair 1 
the damages done to public buildings by the earthquake, and 
the sooner this is done the better, as it is of importance that 
Xho various offices should bo properly accommodated without 
loss of time I shall submit proposals on the subject in a 
day or two The Daoca Lmldipgs can continue to bo occu- 
pied while repairs are going on, but sbmd inconvenience 
will bo experienced Cnd^r tha cncnmstancos, it is impossible 
to avoid that, Aud it will liavo to be put up with The casd 
at Jlymonsmgh is different Tliero tho buildings aro so sen- 
bus ly damaged that most bavo had to bo vacated, and it will 
bo quite impossible to reflccupy them until they have been 
ro torod, and to do so will toko several months In tho mean- 
titae tho Inspector of Works has arranged for tho erection of 
temporaiy shod# in which to accomodnto the offices, and overy 
tffort will be made tocomplote them as lapidly as possible* 

(The Englishman, Thursday, July 15, 2897 ) 

THE EARTHQUAKE Or 17G2 

A scientific roporfc on the lato earthquake is in procoss of 
preparation by tho Iudian Geological Department, and no 
doubt will compnso comparative observations on other record- 
ed earthquakes affecting about the same regions Aud wd 
vouturo to think that so far as Calcutta is concerned, thd 
Shooks of 1897 will be foaud to havo been by far tho severest 
over recorded Setting asido tho alleged oartliquako of llth J 
lith Octobor, 1737 (uow stjlo), it !$< perhaps, correct to statd 
tl at the oarlioat of such eirthquakes, of which we havo any- 
thing like a scientific narrative, is one which occurred on thd 
2nd of April, 17o2, ami which violently convulsed what were 
then called tho kingdoms of Bengal, Aracau, aud Pegu, and by 
which t»0 equnro milc3 of sea coast aro said to havo boon por- 
maneutly submerged At that timo Calcutta had tho good 
fortuno to josaoss ns its junior chaplain a 1 ellow of the Royal 
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Society, ilid itSv William Hirst, Jf A He had bat jast 
arrived 1 a lit e settlement, and apparently gone to officiate &V 
Chandornagcfre find at Gnirotty, throe miloi south of that sta- 
tion, where Colonel Dyre Coote’i forces word in cantonment 
In Ohaodcrnagoro the shock was felt, though Mr Hirst 
in his comrailnication td tho Itoyol Society on the subject 
says that ho was himself insepsiblo of it Ho wdnfc immediately 
to GhirOtty and there learned tha* the waters of the river and 
the tanks of that place had boon so violently agitated that m 
many places tboy * rose to moro than sir feet perpendicular 
height, of which**— ho adds, ‘ I had ocular conviction myself " 
Almost simultaneously the shock was felt in Calcutta, where 
it was ascertained that “ the agitation of the waters u the 
tanks rose upwards of six feet, and was in the direction north 
hnd south ’* He adds that “ the height of the thermome'ef 
on Fahrenheit a scale was then at Calcutta at 05° 30' — much 
higher than ib had beeu obiervod to be during the whole 
month, the lowost doicent of the mercury being 89 degrees 
In this month was much thunder nnd lightning, aud there 
were fresh gales of wind at SB, the weather in general 
being close and sultry " Mr Hirst learnt that the most 
Violent action of tho earthquake was experienc-d “ at tl 8 
mettropolis of Arncac,” where as was reported by on English 
merchent resdent there "the offsets havo been as fatal as at 
Lisboa ’ At Dacca, m Bengal, the consequences were also 
terrible "The rue of the waters iu the river was so very snd j 
den and voilent that some hundreds of large country boats 
■were driven ashore or lost, and grBat numbers of lives Io«t in 
them 

At Chittagong also the effects were deplorable Mr 
Yerelst, Chief of the E I Company s affairs, at that time 
at Islamabad, appeal s to have obtained a special report 
thence as the Company had much property in the dis 
tnct The ropert was written iu Poreiau and of this Mr 
llirst sent a translation Lome to 0 othcr with an independent 
narrative by one of the Engl sh officials Ouo practical result 
of the investigations has that the assessment of theCompai y a 
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•estates in tlio Chittagong district had to ho reduced. M 
Chittagong, according to tho narrativo of Mr. ndwardQnlstons 
tho young official beforo mentioned, the earthquake was felt 
precisely aft five o'clock in the afternoon and lasted about four 
jniuntes. I?o less than elevea shocks wore recorded that night 
and the next morning. The second was nl 5*12, and lasted ono 
minute. The rest acre at 5-30, 7-0, MM) ; and on April 3, 
at 1 , 2, 3, 5, 10-25, and 10*30 A.si. After those another was 
experienced between six and seven that evening, whilo 
“ Harriet’s Hill” was thought by evoryono to bo “ in perpo- 
tnal motion.” Mr. Qnlston describes the state of nervons 
excitement which prevailed in tho settlement during the ensu- 
ing weok. Tho ladies in particular were perpetually feeling 
shocks, to which, howevor, the glasses of water pia cod on tho 
floors as soismoscopes gavo no confirmation. In the primary, 
convulsion the Chittagong factory, o brick bnilding, was so 
damaged as to bo not safely habit ablo ; “ thereabouts and in 
other placos tho earth opened and tho waters gnshed out pro- 
digiously and in the chaise-road, especially towards tho north 
quarter, there are great chasms two feot wide and upward*.” 
At tho timo of tho first shaking also groat oxplosious wero 
board like tho noiso of cannons to tho numbor of fifteen. “ All 
tho tanks overflowed their banks, fish woro cast up, and tho 
river rushed upon ftho shore liko the surf of tho sea.” “ I 
wonld not,” concludes Mr, Colston, “that such n shook a9 tho 
first should happou at Calcutta for all I ara worth, sinco of 
necessity tho tcnacod hoascs must fall to ruin” 

Tho native account says that tho earth qnako began at 
Chittagong with a gen tlo motion wliioh incrcaiod to so 
violont a dogreo, fdr about two minutos, that tho treos, 
hills and houses shook so sovorely that it was with 
difficulty many could koep thbir foot, and *omo of tho 
black people wero thrown on tho ground, wbo»e fears oper- 
ated so powerfnlly that thoy dtod on tho spot; others, 
again, woro so greatly affected that thoy hat o nob recovered 
themselves sinco.” (This narrative npponrs to havo been 
TuiUop pn the 10th of April.) ‘‘On tho plains by tho men 
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and near tho sea it was chiefly felt with great seventy Oo' 
bungalows proved very convenient on so melancholy an oc- 
casion, for had we been m brick hou e #s, they must inevitably 
have been shattered or levelled with the ground, as them 
is not a brick wall or house, bat is either greatly damaged or 
fallen " 

It cannot escape the reader’s notice how precisely similar 
in their effects that and the late earthquake appear to have 
been The narratives of 17C2 would exactly fit the experience 
of many stations in 1897 The native narrator continues “The 
ground opened in several places in the town throwing up 
water of a very sulphurous smell , and several ditches and 
tanks were filled up, which are now level dry land ” As to 
the direction of the shocks he says, “The motions were eo 
complicated that we could not well determine their direction, 
being sometimes from west to east, again from east to wosfc, 
and the tanks in some places overfiowod north and soath ” 
Alter this he gives a long list of reports from various 
villages in tho district, of which these are a few examples 
At Burseagong “ the ground in Boveral places opened 
10 and 12 cubits wide, and in some parts so deep that 
they could not fathom its bottom the water immediately 
overflowing the whole town, which is sunk about 6even 
cubits ” In pargana Do Hazarroe the ground opened 200 
cubit*, and immediately filled with water, which is now »n* 
fathomable At Bar Chara near the sea five or six coss Of 
ground, immediately sunk, and out of four Or five hundred 
people, above two hundred were lost ” “ Bar Coller 
Hill opened about forty cubits wide 1 Cos Lung Joom, 
Hill one of tho Mag mountains, is entirely sunk, and 
ho concludes by saying, " as wo are informed that thero 
are two volcanoes opened, I am in great hopes the«o will 
prove a sufficient vent to discharge all tho remaining 
sulphurous matter in tho bowel of these countries, and 
put a stop to any further earthquakes here, at least for many 
years to come ’ This lattor opinion is interesting in vtow of 
the mud geysers which are said to have broken out m Assam 
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It represents at any rate a native view o? their BignifadStidC.' 
This was not the only earihquakd in those regia ns. In 2702* 
Hr. Hirst reported another hut very slight dno which was 
felt in Calcutta on the 13th # of Jd]y at 2-30^. ii.“ 4 Thd 
thermometer,*’ ha says, '* was then at 87° 4 f at a medium} thd 
wind S. TV. and tho weather fair, to this I was a witness my- 
self, being then at dinner with tiaptain Eisdr of His Majesty’s 
84th Regiment. The motion of the eatth caused a very 
sensible vibration of the wine in our glasses and tho shock 
Was repeated twice at the interval of a few seconds. 1 ’ After' 
17G2 neither Aracan, Assam, nor the Della suffered any earth- 
quake of severity, for eighty years. 

(The Englishman, Monddy, July 19, 1897.) 

THE EARTHQUAKES Op 1842. 

Since the tremendous earth convulsions of 1762, no fd- 
fcotd appears to exist of earthquakes anywhere within what 
seismologists have designated the *’ focal tracts ” of tho 
Ganges Delta, Assam, and the Aracan coast at all approach- 
ing them in severity until 1842. la that year occurred a 
series of fihooks which seem to have convulsed the whole of 
North India from Afghanistan to tho Gauges Delta. News 
came from the British force then occupying Jellalabad that on 
the 19th of Pebrnary, violent shocks wero experienced ; while 
on the 23rd and 24th of that month and on the 3rd and 20th 
of April, the quaking was incessant there day and night. After 
this, month by mouth sheets were felt in various parts of the 
intermediate provinces until the 11th of November, when Cal- 
cutta was in turn smartly shaken. Until this date, even since 
1762, only on two occasions is the Della of the Ganges known 
to have been visited by earthquakes. In April 1810, two rather 
smart Bhocks were felt in tho vicinity of Calcutta and as far 
as Murshidahad. Again on the 18th of September, 1829, two 
distinct shocks with "up and down" motion are recorded. 
From that date until November 11, 1842, the whole Delta 
eeems to have been in perfect quiescence. In a long and learn- 
ed memoir on Indian Earthquakes by Lieutenant R. Baird 
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mil), and the pigs a6d fowls, ducks, goose, dogs, 'and horses 
made a most hideous noiso.” At Howrah tho principal os- 
cillation is reportod as “violent in tho extreme." Tho 
Friend of India of November 17, 1842, thus describes tho 
sensation of tho convulsion at Sorampur : A vory seTCro 
shock of earthquake was experienced yesterday ovening. It 
was accompanied by a noise which at first resembled soma 
* mighty rushing wind’, and then the loud rattling of car- 
riages over a* stony street. The shock came from the eastward ; 
tho clocks of which tho pondulom vibrated from north to 
south, wore stopped, while ihoso which stood east and wost 
continued going. So violent a shock has not boon experienced 
in this part of tho country for tho last twenty-five years. , 
Thero was an unpleasant stilluoss in tho air, previously to this 
occurrence; but tho wind rose strongly from tho oastward al- 
most immediately aftor." 

In Calcutta the Asiatic Society was mooting at tho 
time of this earthqaako, and tho president mado this note 
in the minutes : " Tho proceedings of the society woro 
interrupted by two or three slight vertical shakes or heavos 
of the earth with a noise like tho rumbling of a pass- 
ing carriage and one strong horizontal shako from cast to 
west orfrom N. B. to S. W. The wholo took place within 
about a minute Of time.” It may be here remarked by way of 
contrast that in the late earthquako, which appears, so far 
as existing ovidence goes, to have beon by far the most 
violent that over visited Calcutta, the Asiatic Society’s 
house was not merely shaken, but badly riven in every 
direction, soveral of the pictures being precipitated from 
the walls. Daring tho same minute of agitation tho 
mercury in a barometer on the second floor of St. Xavier’s 
College in Chowringhi was observed to rise and fall ropeated- 
ly to an oxtent of seven or eight-tenths of an inch. 
The water in a neighbour ning tank of about 300 yards by 70 
in area rose in considerable waves, while the river at the Bo- 
tanic Gardens, where it is narrowest, below Calcutta, was 
visibly agitated. From a ship lying in the port a most ex- 
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traordinary phenomenon was reported. A strange luminous 
appearance 'was observed extending from Chandpal Ghat norths 
■westward for some distance. The moon at the time was 
densely obscured. This myslorious brightness is said to have 
closed in around the ship and immediately on this embrace 
“ a general and severe tremor was felt throughout, as if a 
taut chain cable was grinding undor thokeel, or a sudden 
squall had struck tho ship.” None of the earthquakes within 
the Gangetic Delta rocorded up to 1842 wore, according to 
Lieutenant Baird Smith, accompanied by fissures opening in 
the earth — save that of 1737 (if it ever occurred), in which 
as a late tradition would have it, the steeple of tho Calcutta* 
phnrch was swallowed up intact. 
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(Tke Englishman, Monday, June 14, 1897.) 

TELEGRAMS 


REPORTS FROM THE DISTRICTS, 

GREAT DAMAGE AT HTJGHLT. 

[niOM OTJR CORRESPONDENTS.] 

Hugh Ii, Jane 12. 

This afternoon at Gvo minutes to Gvo wo hod a most 
■^olent earthquake. It began with a slight vibration and low 
tumbling sound. I was writing then in my room in an upper 
storey. I camo out at onco to tho open roof, and to my sur- 
prise and horror saw all tho blocks of building rocking vio- 
lently to and fro, and portions of several falling down. Peo. 
pie were leaving their houses, and tho streets woro full of 
flying crowds. Mr. Allen, District Magistrate, with his assist- 
ant, Mr. Yornedo, and tho Mntwali of tho Imambara, Aahraf- 
uddin Ahmed, wero thcro. Tho Imamhara clock turret, and 
dome, together with those of tho .Bandol Church and tho 
French Governor’s house have fallen. ' 

Tho Chinsnrah barracks havo suffered severely, por- 
tions of tho Divisional Oommissionor’s quarters as well as tho 
Civil Burgeon’s quarters in tho officors* barracks having 
tumbled down. The shook lasted for Gvo minutes, tho direc- 
tion being north to south. 

Hughli, June 13. — The earthquake again occurred hero 
at a quarter to ono this afternoon followod by heavy rain. Yes- 
terday’s shock throw down St. Mary’s beautiful imago on tho 
Bandal Church tower, and part of the Collector’s residence. 
Hundreds have been rendered homeloss hero and in the inte- 
rior. 

Hurd wan, Jane -12, 

A severe shock of earthquake passed through Burdwan 
to*day, commencing at 5. At the Raj bar i several houses wera 
seriously damaged. 
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NO TIDAL WAVE 

Diamond Harbour, Juno 12 

An earthquake of a most appalling nature was felt this 
evening commencing at three minutes after five It ceased at 
5 12 and during that time the whole country swayed to and 
fro most violently. The movement appeared to be from east 
to west as indicated "by the water in the river and the tanka 
near by For length of duration and severity of movement 
nothing like it appears to have been experienced hire before 
and it is considered by the natives as an ill omen There was 
nothing resembling a tidal wave 

Balasoro, Jane 12, 

A smart and prolonged shock of earthquake took place 
to day at about 5 pm, the shock lasting about five minutes 
The plaster of some of the old houses has fallen and there 
are many cracks in the puoca buildings 

Comilla, June 12 

An awful earthquake took place here to day at 5 10 p m 
I t was of five minutes’ duration Several puccn buildings 
fell down 

Dnrbhanga, Jane 12 

A sharp shock of earthquake was felt at 5 o’clock this 
evening It lasted for five minutes 

Gtdbaur, June 12 

Very severe shock of earthquako at 4-22 p m (railway 
limo), IAited four minutes 

Ohnpra, Juno 12 

A shoclrof earthquake wa9 felt to day at 5 r n lasting 
four minutes Tho shock was also fell at Gorakhpur, Dnr- 
bhanga, Mashrak, Maharajganj, and neighbouring stations 

Three inches and thirty nine cents of ram fell yester- 
day, the highest record since 1892 

Mozafferpnr, Juno 13 

Mozafferpur was visited by a severe shock of earthquake 
on Saturday at five o clock, the vibration lasting about two 
minutes Tho weather in Debar is hearing indications of the 
monsoon 
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SEVERAL DEATHS AT DACCA 

Dacca, Jane 13 

* A most severe earthquake occ erred at 5-G yesterday after- 
boon and lasted five minutes Great destruction has been 
done to property The Sbahhon Medical Hall colfapsod, 
burying an Armenian family of seven Five wero recovered 
alive, and two dead Parts of the college, tho clnb, tho 
d3k bungalow, Milford Hospital, nnd Hoosany Dalan 
have fallen down Tho rcof of tho mill barracks baa 
fallon m The building is considered unsafe and 
the men havo been put under canvas Almost all tho 
European houses aro badly cracked, and sovcral aro in a 
dangerous state, the occupants being obligod to vacate thorn. 
The upper storey of the Nawab’a Dilkusha House is badly 
damaged, and hts Palace has suffered, also tho Eden Female 
School and Shah Bogli House aro in ruins Tho Mntt near 
tho water works, has fallen, killing a man, and several native 
bouses are down. There has been littlo Iosb of lifo as for na 
is yet known 

Gopalpur, Juno 22 

An extraordinary earlhqnako was experienced here this 
afternoon at 4*45 Tho largest godown in the town shook 
steadily and continnonsly for 2} minntos Tho telephone 
wires, doors, windows, lamps, etc were violently shaking , a 
pendulum clock was stopped The motion resembled tho 
vibration caused on board a steamer by powerful engines Tha 
movement was from NE to B W So far as is known no 
damage was done A nor westor followed immediately after- 
wards with thunder and lightning and a fall of 14 inches of 
rain, 

Hongliyr, Juno 13, 

A severe earlhqnako shock occurred yesterday at 4-30 
(railway time) Ike English Baptist Chapel is in mins Great 
damage has been doi e to property, and in the bazaar many 
poople have been injured 
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A TERRIFIC RUMBLING 

Ramganj, Jutie 13 

A Very sever e earthquake was felt here at five yesterday 
afternoon lasting quite five minutes It started with a 
terrific rumbling noise Several of tlie houses have beet* 
damaged, mostly in the nativo part of the town. So far as 
Is known no one has been hurt. The shock was the most 
severe one that has ever been felt here. 

TWO INCHES OF RAIN. 

Bankipur, June 12 

A strong shock of earthquake passed over Bankipur at 
about half*past four (railway time), and lasted four micutos 
The buildings were shaken badly. Yesterday we had a 
severe thunderstorm with a heavy downpour of two inches 
Indications of more ram shortly. Temperature has reduced 
considerably 

■pjndhcpnr, Jane 12 

A severe shock of earthquake accompanied by a load 
rumbling noiso passed over Madhupur, a station on lha E L 
Railway, 182 miles from Howrah, at 4 30 p.M (railway time). 
It lasted about three minutes. The people clinging to theif 
children ran out of thoir bungalows in a fright until the 
rambling ceased, all asserting that this was the Worst shock 
that had ever occurred hero Tho clocks all stopped through 
the shock aud mauy housos in the natiTO quarter have been 
damaged No livos were lost. \ 

Patna, June 12. 

A smart shook of earthquako was folt boro. It began at 
4 30PM (railway time, and lasted till 4 31 The vibrations 
wore from north to south. Ono could plaiuly see tho railway 
Wagons standing m tho yard osoillato north to south 

ALARMING SHOOK AT DARJILING. 

MANY HOUSES DESTROYED. 

Darjiling, June 12 

Darjiling was shaken at 5 o’clock this evening by a most 
»rp»U>»a KnUKluaU, u ,0 .urcrojl ever kncmB kero Tlio 



( =11 ) 


shock lasted three minutes, and has dono incalculable derange 
It early every house m the placo has been more or less affected 
Tlfose that havo suffered most severely are llio Maharaja o£ 
Burdwan’s property, Rosebaul , Hr Prico’s houso, Saiga- 
man , Major Maunsoll s house Suunysito , Mr G ay er’s house 
m tho Shrubbery compound, a part of tho Shrubbery itself , 
Mi Jonos’s proport v, Hill sido, tho Armandalo boarding 
house, the* Hermitage, Caioliuo Villa, Cxstlcton, Mr 
Harrison's bungalow, Mr O'Donoghuo’s tM garden bunga- 
lo iv, the Curator s hoiyso m tbo Botanical Gordons, a part 
oE Colhnlon, tho now block of tho Woodlands Hotel, a part 
of Shannon Lodgo, aud somo honsos at Jelnpnhar 

Tho shock was tcmGc, and naturally consol a great 
panic Tho most serious damago, as far as yet known, is that 
caused to Rosobauk end Snnnysito, (which ha\ o collapsed), 
Mr Gayer s housa, Hill side, Ga tleton, and Mr Pneo s house 
These peojlo aro homeless, and have had to lacalo their houso 
and tako shcltor with frunds 

As the weather n. vory itculi r, fears rxo cntortitned of 
another shock, in which earn tho loss of prop rty will p-ob ibly 
bo tornblo So far 1 have not board of any loss of lifo 

DAMAGB ON TBA GARDPNS 

Darj ling, Juno 

Tor fifteen minutos after tho cartuqunl o last ovenmg 
thoio was a distinct r inibliug sound and a poculia* stillness 
aud oj pre6sivcnos3 of tho almospliore which sooraod to foro 
bode till, and as eipcctod tboio were no less lliau four ebooks 
f ioui eleven to four but m 0 ht, anothci at mno o clock this 
morning, another at noon, rad anothci at five this ovonm". 
Tortuiiatoly they were sliglit shocks, which liavo appaicntly 
caused no further dama o 0 It has been raining off and on 
Binco noon and the gouoial opinion is that wo aro not safo 
jet, though it is impossible wo can havo another severe shock 
like last evening s Tho manager’s and assistants bungalows 
at Soom are down, aud so is tho mnuagor a bungalow afc 
Sungtoa The buildings on tho Bloomfield Tea Estate and 
Singtom have also suffered severely 
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TlUTJ'TC 'WITH CALCUTTA STOPPED 

Through traffic to Calc tit (a ig suspended in consequence 
0 { some bridges beyond Silliguri having, it is said, tol 
lapsed P&saeogors returning to Calcutta yesterday have 
had to come back to Darjiling from Silliguri, among them 
were tbo Hon Mr C C Stevens and Mr Macpher&on Last 
night many people spent the hour* of darkness in wakeful 
anxiety Wo all feel that it is a mercy yesterday’* shock did 
not occnr at night Had this been the ca9 0 the loss of life, 
judging from the nature of the house damaged, would havo 
bei.n great , as it is, most people woro out of doors whon the 
sovero shock, occurred, and with the exception of two coolies, 
who are said to have been killed by falling debrts , there does 
not appear to have been any loss of life We are m a great 
state o f anxiety about our friends in Calcutta, whore yon 
seem to have had a very severe shock which is said to have 
beon. destructive Telegrams have been flying backwards and 
forwards since yestordny, all day and night, the strain thus 
caused on the telegraph employes boing very 6evore 
[Another JUfqkt ] 

A severe shock of earthquake, lasting over a minute, was 
felt at Darjiling at 5-2 J* M yostorday The oscillation was 
from wost to east Annandato House is a total wreck No 
lives havo boon lost Chimueys all over the station havo boen 
knocked down 

Hya 0 hat, June 12 

A severe shock of earthquake lasting one miuuto and a 
h-lf fall ht damage to buildings Time about 5 p n Pre- 
ceded bv rumbling and strong rush of wind 

Dnmha Juno 12 

A severs earthquake happened this evening, lasting two 
minutes The 1 O'j ital ^a 5 wrecked, and tho jail and Deputy 
Commissioner’s honse were badly damaged 

tour'eong, Jana 13 

Violent oortbquilo felt here at 5 5 on Saturday eren- 
io s Sorc-nl great tjeee mopped oil Tbo ualls of sererd 
liousos nro oracled Tbo direction ttas norlb to to mb west. 
Shock lasted three minutes 
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ON THE BEN GAL-ASS Ail LINE. 

TRAIN DERAILED. 

Ka*ba (Tippora), Jane 13. 

Sorious earthquake shock, lasting five minutes, occurred 
on the- Asaam-Bengal Railway yesterday over a range of over 
a hundred miles. At nearly all stations from Akhaura to 
Latu, buildings fell. A ballast train was over-turned at 
Shamsheruagar, wliile tho down mixed train was derailed and 
stack at Montollah. Tho passengers bad to bo ^brought' on to 
ALhaura by trolly. Two bridges have been scriaasly da- 
maged, and the bungalow of the Assistant Engineer at Shais- 
iaganj came down. 

Chandpnr, (Tipperah) Juno 13. 

A severo shook of earthquake lasting several minutes 
occurred at 4-45 on Saturday afternoon, and another slighter 
shock at two o’clock on Sunday morning. No damage was 
done bore, 


CRACKING OF THE GROUND IN MANIPUR. 

Eolnma, June 13. 

On tho afternoon of the llth this station in the Naga 
Hills after comparative drought, was visited by a heavy storm 
of rain, inches falling. On tho evening of the 12th at 
5-20 the severest earthquake within memory ocourrod, 
lasting fivo miuutos. Tho direction was apparently from 
cast to west. It damaged several buildings but four suffer- 
ed most of all, the firn chimneys of the 43rd Gurkha Hospit- 
al boing badly cracked. The tops of tho four fell on tho iron 
JMflf fyJJl' ■s JKk* 1 Jiffi-arptejitos JSs* ptevanf w 

injured, but tho mngazino roof was cracked. Tho cutcherry 
wall and part3 of tho fort rampart were knocked down, and 
long cracks iu tho ground, extending hundreds of yards, wide 
enough to put one’s hand into, occurred at sovcral places, 
extending from south-east to north-west. At 1-20 this morn- 
ing another slighter saries of shock* occurred. 
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[The Ettghshmar, Tuesday, June 15 , 1807 ) 
RLPORTS FROM THE DISTRICTS. 

FIVE PERSONS KILLED AT DACCA. 

Dncca Juno 13 

Four slight si ocks of earthquake occurred hero to day, 
two about 2 am, ono at S SC and anotborat about ono o clock 
Tho destruction to houso property is very great , noarly every 
tall house in tho town is cracked more or less Only five 
deaths are reported MjmenSingh and Comillnh havo also 
suffered badly 

Sonada, Juno 12 

A heavy earthquake was felt horo at an elevation of C, 100ft 
Tho first shock was from east to west and lasted about one 
minute at 4-32 * m Tho houso was shaken mno inches Tho 
second shock was slight 

A severe earthquake was experienced at Hopo Town 
lasting for three minutes, at 4 40 t u Factories and houses 
are damaged 

Akbunrn Jnne 12 

A ruinous earthquake took placo at Agortola today at 
£-14, lasting about four minutes There woro 60 veral waves 
from north to west The palaco and most other buildings 
yroro ruined, but no loss of life 19 yet roportod 


CRACKS IN THE GROUND AT SILCHAR 

Silchar, Juno 1G 

Deep figures havo appeared in tho Bazar Road, throwing 
out water The new railway station, m process of building 
has fallen down The Colonel’s house, occupied by tho 
Steamer Agent, is wrecked There are large cracks in the 
walls Tho Mission House is severely damaged 
[Anotueb Reeoet ] 

An earthquake, lasting 30 seconds, was felt hero at 5 20 
to day There were five distinct shocks A wave on tho 
fiver sunk several boats Great consternation was caus°d 
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.among the Inhabitants The wave was from north east to 
south-west 

Allahabad, Jane 13 

A startling earthquake shook occurred here yesterday. 
It was first felt at about 4 45 and lasted at lca«t two minutes 
Somo little consternation was created which subsided on it 
becoming known that but littlo damage had been done 

Lncknow, June 13 

A palpable earth tremor was experienced here yesterday 
evening It lasted several minutes, and occasioned consider- 
able alarm Apparently its direction was from north cast to 
south-west. Some property has been injured, hut so far no 
fatalities are reported 

Cawnporo, Jnno 14 

The weather hero has been unbearably Lot, but this 
morning a slight dnzzlo ram has fallen, and tho temperature 
is considerably lower On Saturday afternoon at about half- 
past four there wa3 a slight shock oE earthquake, lasting 
about three minutes, tho wavo apparently pa3sing from an 
easterly to a westerly direction. 

Lahoro, Jnno 14 

An earthquake shock was felt on Saturday oventng at 
Cawnpore, Delhi and Meerut. 

Agra, Jnno 13 

An alarming earthquake shock passed through the city 
about 5 pm yestorday A number of buildings wero 
damaged 

SHOOK IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

Madras, Jnno 11 

At 4-30 (Madras tune) on Saturday afternoon a slight 
chock of earthqanko was felt, at Coconada lasting about five 
mmutes Tho direction was apparently from north east to 
couth wo»t No damage to property or loss of life is reported 

A correspondent at Parlakimcdi etates that at about fivo 
in tho afternoon yesterday three or four rather prolonged 
shocks wero felt there Tho vibrations seamed to frayel from 
•pest to cast . 
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Sibsagar, Juno T2* • 

An earthquake shock at 5 17 Lasted fivo minutes will 
Vibrations and undulating movements Direction, east* and 
west Thera was a mimic aurf m the nco fields, buildings 
and trees moving ominously. A slight upheaval on the lake 
Pedestrians were seen reeling comically from side to sido of 
the road Slight damage done to masonry The severest 
shock within recollection Seismic disturbance,, is frequent 
in Assam When the soil is waterlogged tho effeots oro 
more felt 

SLIGHT SHOCK IN NEPAL 

Katmandu, Nepal, June 14 

A prolonged though, not severe, shock of earthquake wM 
experienced at Katmandu at about 4 40 r n on Saturday 
Tho Bhock lasted three minutes 

Jalapahar, June 14 

Tho new blocks of buildings of St Paul’s School ato 
absolutely uninjured by tho oarthqaako Tho old building 
is slightly shaken, and plaster has fallen, but the structure 
is perfectly sound AH the boys are safe 

Balasore, Juno 11 

A prolongod and sovore shock of oarthqaako was felt 
hero on tho 12th instant at 4 55 pm , lasting one minute and 
20 seconds, tho apparent direction being north and south with 
two low rolling and sudden jerks No damage is reportod 
Lakhipur (Cachar) June 12 

A severe Bhock of earthquake is just over, travelling 
cast to woat Preaont timo 5 10 

Pnrulia, Juno 12 

. A shnrp shock of earihqnako was experienced hero yoj« 
terday Rumbling noises were continuous and lasted for 
Bomo throo minutes, beginning at about 1 25 p ii 

Hamkanah Sorbon, Juno 13 
Yesterday at 5 r M a terrible oarthquako was felt ) 

Tho shaking continued for noarly four minutos, and th 5 20 
tion wa* from south to north For ton years wo h? the 
felt each a shock 
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Samastipur, Tirhufc, Juno 13 

A sovoro earthquake was felt here at 5 P M yesterday, the 
'Bho^k lasting fnlly tliree minutes The movement seemed to 
he from east to west The bungalows and other buildings 
rocked and vibrated violently It was difficult to walk with- 
out falling while fcho shook lasted 

Dulabcherra, dune 12 

A prolonged and severe shock of earthquake was felt at 
14 this evening The buildings are damaged 

{The Englishman, Wednesday , June 16, 1897) 
REPORTS PROM THE DISTRICTS 

HAVOC ON THE GARDENS IN ASSAM. 

Tczpur, Jane 13 

A most violent eartbqnako was experienced here yester- 
day afternoon at 5 15 p u The shock appeared to come 
from tho 8 outh-w 0 ot and to procoed in a north easlorly direc- 
tion There was no noise or warning of an earthquake com- 
ing on, but a violent oscillation of the ground, which in* 
-creased in intensity untill the wholo surface of tho land un- 
dulated, so ranch that it wi» quite impossible to stand up 
without support Tho mam shock lasted about 3^ minute*, 
during which time many largo trees were overthrown, 
wlulo buildings oscillated to in alarming extent After 
this a distinct tremor of tho earth was noticeahlo for noarly 
on hour, small shocks continuing to occur at intervals until 
about Jam this morning Trom what can bo gathcrod at 
present the shock socra3 to have increased in violence as it 
proceeded north oast A vast amount of damage has 
boon dono, tho f ill ostont of which has not yet been ascer- 
tained Sovoral bungalows and leaf Looses hare been wreck - 
, cd, and on one estate oicc 100 pucca coolie houses wore 
thrown down The railway telegraph lino between Borjuli 
la tVa 1 ^ ^ cz P nr k* 19 teen damaged, aud m place? rails havo been 
sWkt ol, ' on m,d twisted, while a large budgo at hougapara is bad- 
rat! bucU ' d ■ 
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Soldiers under canvas 

Diamond Harbour, Juno 15 

Since my last I have been busy gathering details of* the 
damage done by the great earthquake Our little station 
consists of only eight or nine puce a houses, all of which 
haie suffered more or less The Customs House, which 
stood the great cyclone of 18b4, has boon shaken to tlief 
foundation Theie are cracks all over it, specially in the 
arches The Post and Telegraph Offices have also b-en dam- 
aged, while the roof and wall on tho southern face of the 
First JIunsifE s Court have auffored considerably, the forme" 
letting the rmu in rao3t uncomfortably Of the Tort, on the 
Ckmgrvkhal, it u difficult to get any information, bat the sol 
diors were all under canvas, and are quite thankful it was eo 
The Commanding Officers’ bungalow outside the Fort appears 
to have sufficed like the rest in cracks and crumbling* A 
peculiar incideut of tho visitation was tlu. strange behaviour 
of the cattle grazing in tho fields With the very first 
fumbling they scampered about lu the most erratic 
manner as if possessed by some evil spirit Tho natnes 
in tho brzar and villages were panic stricken, and wero 
to bo seen running with all their earthly possessions to 
places of safety, and this, I learn, was due to the eccentric 
conduct of their cattle, from which they concluded that thd 
pheaomenoe was something more than an oidmary carth- 
quako— -a visit fiom Bclzobub Iheie were no venaels in {he 
river, and with all tho datnago to huts and houses there has 
beau uo loss of life 

HOMELESS LUUOPLAN OFFICIALS 

Kmhnagar, Juno 14 

Krishnugir, the civil station of tho district of .Niuble?. 
Was for the most part wrecked in Saturday’s earthquake All 
tho Europeans havo been turned out of their houses Tho 
Judge has had to take refuge in tho dik bungalow The Col 
lector, Joint Magistrate, and JAstrict Superintendent of 
Pohco are shariug tho Circuit Homo b^lwecn thom, and tho 
niiisonauos aro sheltering m their own servants' hoaios 
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COURTS AND TREASURY DOWN AT SYLHET 
• Sylbofc, Juno 14 

Tho Civil Courts it Sylhefc havo been destroyed by a 
severe earthquake Tho Judgo’s and Sub-Judgo'a Courts 
are completely destroyed , tho Munsiffs’ Courts aro partially 
destroyed and quite unsafo Tho records aro buried in tho 
rums, and, at presont maccostible Tho Treasury Buildings have 
been destroyed, and Court fee stamps aro at present unob- 
tainable ho authentic, information is to hand regarding tho 
Mofussil Courts Communications with tho local Govern- 
ment, have been cut off, 

Mymonsmgh, Juno 15. 

Tho shock boro was tornble All tbo Courts and othor 
buildings have fallen down, except tho Post Ofilco and 
Collectorate Tho panic among tho nativo population was Hi- 
de cnbable and ms ij aro loft homeless No deaths arc ro 
ported The cutchcrry is completely w rocked No work can 
be dona now 


FURTHER TREMORS 

Darjiling, Juno 15 

There has been no further damage hero, hut tho earth i} 
not yet quiet Yesterday thore wore threo shocks, last night 
four, and to day two but they veto all slight No post re- 
ceived since Sunday from auywhoro Oni only source of in- 
formation of tho earthquake damage dona elsewhere is tho 
telegraph, which is necessarily meagre 

Goal undo Juno 15 

A great earthquake occurred at Gauhatt at 5 p ir on tho 
12th, lusting throe minutes Every pucca building was lovol. 
led No Europeans were killed Two ladies wero dug out 
injured Four miles of the railway destxojed Groat damago 
was done to gardens m the district 

Charali, June 13 

A very .severe earthquake vi t ted this district yesterday 
ev tiling at about half past five lasting two and a quarter 
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morales Much damage ha* been done to pueca buildings ctt 4 
tea factories Hospital s levelled, brick -walls of bungalows 
and factories have fallen in, and mud walls of coolie bo'ases 
'collapsed No loss of life ha* yet been reported The first 
shock was followed by eight others, one Bevero occurring at 
1 30 A E 


EARTH WAVES AT LAKHIMPER 

Khowang June 32 

A very severe earthquake shock was felt here tins after- 
noon about a quarter past five, lastmg over four miurtes 
A loug tremor was followed by slow, heavy waves The 
general wave direction was about south to north 

Ban^ajanj June 13 

A fearful earthquake occurred nt 5 30 on Saturday after- 
noon Many buildings were damaged, and eome were quite 
do>troycd Tho severe shocks lasted six minutes , slight 
shocks were felt at mglit 

Bilfispur, Juno 13 

A slight shock of earthquake was felt here about 4 
t M yesterday, accompanied by a strong wind and duststoim 
Tho earthquake lasted f»r about ten minutes 

poll] t, June 15 

Only a few persons bore say they folt a slight shock of 
onrthquako on Saturday evening 3So damage has been done* | 
Till Saturday tho weather was extremely hot On Sunday | 
night a storm of extraordinary violonco came on, and lasted / 
several hours 

{The Englishman, Thursday, June J7, Ib97) 

HAVOC IN ASSAM, 

ISOLATION OP PARTS Or TIIL PROYIhCE 
Siztt Livis Lost at Goalpapa 

A destructive earthquake occurred throughout Astam on 
Saturday oromng, lasting Uric minutes At Jxzjur Hie 1 
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iimo was 5 20 p u The cutcberry, club, and churoh were 
severely cracked and domaged, also eoveral bungalows 
Tur^ituro was upset 

At Mungledye, at 5 lo soveral bungalo vra catne down, 
and the treasury split in two The earth oponod and water 
spouted np Bevoral feet 

Gauliati, 5 8 Great destruction bero All the pucca 
buildings were levelled No lives wore lost The residents 
spent the night on the mail steamor The roads are fissured 
for miles, and tho railway has disappeared Telegraphic com 
munication is stopped 

SualLuchx bank has subsided, and several huts havo 
boon swopt away and lost 

Goalpaia 5 5 — A tidal wavo destroyed the bazaar, and 
sixty lives aro lest The earth is fissured and the country 
round about covered by mud and sand, which aro welling up 
Tho telegraph office, catcliory, aud all pucca buildings aro 
destroyed Tho natives havo fled 

Dhubri, 5 10 — Tho pucca buildings havo boon destroyed, 
an! telegraphic communication is stopped, the roads being 
fissurod Some lives have been lost among tho natives The 
country around is flooded, and the earth has subsided all 
along tho banks of the Brahmaputra, Great damage has 
boon done to crops 

Jatrapur, 5 0 — The railway up to the Toesta is broken 
and telegraphio communication is stopped There are no 
mails either way The river banks are fissured down to. 
Jumacban Little damago otherwise 

Heavy ram fell on tho morning of tho 13th and 14th 
Shocks continued for 24 hours The Dmopeans at each place 
computo the duration of tho shocks at from two to three 
minutes Standing upright was impossible while tho earth,-, 
quako lasted 


ANOTHER EUROPEAN DEATH 

Shillong June 1G. 

Until now (4 30 p n , Jane 14) all communication with 
Gauhati has boon impossible, owing to tho b-idgos being 
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for years, ■was preceded by great heat, and accompanied by 
load tumbling from the northern hills. No damage o£ im^ 
portanca has yet been communicated. 

(The Englishman, Friday, June 18, 1S97 ) 

APPALLING DESTRUCTION IN 
SHILLONG 

MR COTTON’S TELEGRAM, ‘ 

TERRIBLE DEVASTATION 

Simla, June 1? 

The following telegram has been received —From the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam, Slnllong, to the Viceroy, Simla 
A terrible earthquake occurred in Shillong yesterday af- 
ternoon, June 12, at 5-1 Op M All masonry buildings, includ- 
ing Government House, the Secretariat, tho church, the jail, 
public offices and private houses havo b tt en levelled with the 
ground The mortality is believed to be slight, but Mr Mc- 
Cabe was killed by a house falling on him I deeply deplore 
his death, which is a great loss to the administration 
There havo been many narrow e-capes, including my own 
a nd my wife’s, but I know of no other European killed 
Many employes in the Secretariat Press were killed by 
tho building fallmg m on them One or two death occurred 
in the military linos, and more in the bazar, hut no 
details aro available The public and private losses ar° 
vory heavy, and practically nothing has been saved auywhero 
Tho official records and press lie undor the mins Heavy 
and continuous rain has prevailed all night and all day, and 
there are severo seismic disturbances at frequent intervals 
Th 6 position of tho ladies and children, exposed to tho ele- 
ments, is very trying Arrangements aro being mado to 
provide temporary slioltor in very difficult circumstances I 
do not know tho extent of the earthquake, but judging from 
•stho lovcnty of the shock here I fear it most be widespread. 

'-^Second Telegram, June 10 — No news lias been received 
^3ylbcfr or Oacbar Tho devastation on the Chorra- 
/* has been vory groat and tho company gango 
destroyed I fear tho loss of Ufo must bo consider" 
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toVle ftl the poa\ mines and limo quarries in Shillong. Mr* 
Rosenrode, Survey pensioner, was killed by falling off bis 
hdnse. Gauhati and Goalpara have been wrecked. The loss 
t)f life has been very small. There is no news yet from Dlmbri 
or Bengal. The earthquake was folfc at Tczpnr and Mnngal* 
dai, but was apparently less severe. No news has yet arrived 
from Upper Assam. Itivor communications aro opon and 
steamers »aro running. Our road to Gauliati is being re- 
opened Seismic disturbances aro still frequent and last night 
were severe. Details follow by letter. 

Juno 16, Telegram No. 3:— In continuation of this morn* 
ing*s wire Mr.Strachey, agent of the railways, who went out to 
Cherrapunji and has just retnrnod, gives the worst possihlo 
accounts of that placo ; whole villages having fallen down tho 
side of tho hill. Clmttack was submerged, but many saved 
themselves on tbe limestono flats. Nows has jn9t been recoived 
fiom the Executive Engineer, Sylhet, that tho town has been 
levelled with tho ground, and the subsidence of villages 5s 
reported Great destruction of food supplies is inevitable, and 
I anticipate severe scarcity throughout Sylhet. I would 
ask, if possible, for the iramedinto deputation of an addi 
tional engineer and civil officers to assist tbe Doputy Commis* 
sioner at this groat ciisis. Whether other parts of Eastern 
Bengal are as bad I cannot say, but Sylhet urgently needs 
help, which, in my present condition, I cannot supply. 
Dibrugarh is said to be unhurt. 


AGITATION ON THE JORHAT LAKE. 

Jorhat, Juno 12. 

A severe shock of earthquake was experienced at Jorhat 
this afternoon. The earth rocked so violently that therowas 
considerable difficulty m walking, and many people were to 
bo observed clinging to trees for support ; while the watera 
of tho Jorhat laho and the Chogdoi river were violently agi- 
tated. At one part of the bazar, the earth opened, and 
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water and sand wore forced up in largo quantities, wLilc 
tli a walls of ono brick shop wore cracked and forced out *lo 
tlio perpendicular toimcfa a dogreo that it it feared that the 
building will collapse altogether. Tho floor of this shop is 
concrete, and was originally level, but it now rests at n 
slope of about 40 degrees. At tho railway station two brick 
pillars of tho engjno-honso were thrown down aryl tho iron 
roof collapsed on tho top of an engine, while ono of tho 
walls has been so cracked and injured that tho whole buiblmg 
will in all probability have to bo dismantled at onco. Such a 
eovero earthquake has not been experienced m Jorhat for 
many years 


DIVERSION OF A RIVER CHANNEL 

Isvorgnnj, Juno 1G. 

A tern bio rarlhquako was felt boro on Saturday last at 
6 r m. ; it lasted noarly threo minutes. Tho shock was 
simply dreadful. Tho town was grc-illy damaged, houses 
collapsed, tho Munwl's Court, Bar Library, school, than a, 
Registration Offico, and Post Office aro all damaged Tho 
ground bccamo wavy aud Gssares wero mmlo somo ten feet 
wido and six deep Tho local b.zur was almost destroyed ; 
roads havo been shattered , the river changed its coursO Tho 
effect has boon disastrous throughout tho district ; almost 
all tho pncca liousos havo been dam igcd aud all tho 
two*eloroycd houses have been dostroyed Tho zemindar 3 
of Ramgopnlpur, Gouripur, Kabpur, Qolockpur, Bhabaui- 
pur, and Atharabau havo literally become houseless. Tho 
Cc’ds havo been covered by layers of sand, springing 
up from underneath at placos six feet deep, bury in" 
the aus crop and soodlings of tho amait crop. With tho sev- 
cro famine it is expected tho price of common neo will now 
be six soora per rupee Tho sLocks aro still being experienced 
Tho people arc pamc-stricton. Only one death is reported 
from Ramgopalpur All communication was stopped, but 
he telegraph was repaired yesterday * 
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NO MAILS FOR FOUR DATS 


JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS INTERRUPTED 

Silcbnr, Juno 17. 

Terrible accounts of the earthquake oorno from all places 
opened to telegraphic communication Tbo shocks still con- 
tinue Last night thoro were throe shocks Tho weather is 
extremely sultry Oar loss is nothing compared to othor 
places , only tho Bilpar Akhra building in Silchar came 
down, killing two persons. No other damage occurred to 
buildings excepting tho collapse of tho railway station build- 
ing under construction The loss of on© lifo is reported from 
the interior of North Cachar The Subdivi«ional Officer’s 
building, the District Superintendent's bungalow, tho Sub- 
divisions! Officer’s residence and another bungalow havo 
been seriously damaged The erubanhmont of the Hah- 
cherraTea Estate gavo way, causing considerable loss to 
property. The Government road and villages have sunk 
in places, with extensive fissures ejoctiug black sand 
and water. Sylhet town is entirely ruined Excepting 
three or four houses, no building, pnbho or private, has 
been Bavrd The courts, offices, treasury, jail, hospital, 
and private residences have all collapsed There Los been 
heavy loss of life, but the exact number is not kqown Tester- 
day medicines were sent from here to Shillong, which is in 
worse plight, if possible, being cat off from all communication* 
All buildmgs, including the Residency and all public offices, 
ara gone Arrangements have been made for carrying the 
mails by steamer There hove been no mails for four days, 
Ih® Jubilee illuminations will bo stopped, 

Sib«agar, June 12. 

ihe severest shock of earthquake I have ever experienced 
has just passed over the Sibsagar district Considerable 
damage has been done here to pucca buildings 
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Villages with it, has fallen down, about half of the roail 
from Shillong to Chcrra has collapsed The mortality her® , 
imxst have been considerable, but no details are to hand No 
Europeans wero killed , 

The supply of food to the sOrvivors is causing anxiety, as 
through communication with the Sylhct District is not open 

(The Englishman, Saturday , June 10, 1807 ) 
LANDSLIPS NEAR SHILLONG c 

Shillong, June IS 

Slight shocks continue at frequent internals Rain has 
fallen heavily the greater part of the day Tho discomforts 
are very great , food supplies arc so far fairly adequate 
There are alarming accounts of landslips in the district One 
man has been extricated alive from the ruins Five dead 
bodies havo been found Fuller details have been posted 


SLIGHT DAMAGE AT MANIPUR. 

Manipur, June 18 

The earthquake in Manipur on the 12th was apparently 
much si ghter than elsewhere One or two buildings were 
slightly damaged, but there was no loss of life 


MORE SHOOKS AT DIBRtJGARH 

Dibrugarh, June 14 

Three further slight shocks of earthquake were fell 
yesterday The weather is unsettled and very wet The 
heavy shoek of Saturday was felt generally in the Upper 
Valley, and considerable damage was done to buildings, both 
in the Sib'ngar and Lakhimpur districts The Dibrugarh 
Jubilee meeting has been called for the lGtb to consider is 
What manner the Jnbilee should be commemorated A 
committee has been formed to collect subscr ptions for a 
fitting memorial to that genial sportsman, Mr A W Madden 
Heath 
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oVERttOWING TANKS AT NOWOONS 

Noivgong, Assam, Jnno 14 

A severe eat thqa&hs here has caused great destructibn t<J 
masonry buildings The Depntv Comramiouer’s residence. 
Court house and Circuit house were destroyed, and thd 
Treasury and Post Office hfevo boon severely damaged 
Many shops were destroyed and roads damaged The earth 
vomited mud and water, and wells and tanks overflowed 
There are great apertures everywhere Tho time was 17 36* 
No loss of fife is reported 

A SUSPENDED RAILWAY 

Ganghuf, June 15 

This district suffered from severe earthquake on Satur- 
day afternoon Tea houses and bungalow walls were wreck- 
ed and in some casos Lave fallen No d&ks have been received 
for three days Bridge* on the railway neat here nre crack 
ed and some pillars have fallen The hue subsided m parts, 
and tho rails and sleepers are suspended in mid air The 
Subordinate Engineer pas«ed yesterday and two days after the 
damage Where is the Engineer’s Staff ? 

DELAYED TELEGRAMS 

Eatibar, June 12 

A severe earthquake took plnco here at 4 p it The shock 
ttaielled from north to south, and lasted three minutes 

Siliguri June 12 

A eevero shock crE earthquake has just passed at 5 p m , 
lasting threo minutes 

Chirali, June 13 

A very sorer© earthquake visited this district yesterday 
evening about linlt past Gvo, lasting two and a quarter 
minutes Much damage has been done to pucca buildings , 
tea factories and hospitals have bcon levelled, and tho brick 
walls of bungalows and factories have fallen m, tho mud walls 
of tho coolie houses bavo collapsed No loss of hfo has yef 
been rc{ orted Tho first shock was followed by eight other- 
One was very severe, occurring at i 10 x m 
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A HOMELESS JtAjA 

Mnrahidabad, Jane 18 

An alarming earthquake tdok place at Nashipur last Sal. 
hrday at 5 20 Almost all the bouses have fallen down No 
loss of life has occurred except at Thfikurbati and Latmaodir 
All Eajbdn buildings hive been seriously damaged, and the 
ftaja with his family is living in a straw bungalow Other 
people are in huts and under treds All Jubilee preparations 
ht Rajbari hre stopped 

Darjiling, *Jnnb 18 

The Woodlatods Hotel has suffered no permanent damage* 
toothing but inrnor l&jarrs which will all he repaired m a few 
days 

(The Englishman, Monday, Jtiiit 21, 1897 } 

HEAVr MORTALITY ON THE Ctf ERRA HILLS 
Simla, June 18 

The following telegrath ha* beon recoivod from Assam.— 
No 5 Colonel Maxwell sends the following reassuring tele- 
gram —All gOmg well Gowhatty Earthquake violent at 
Gowhatty, Barpetta, Goalpara, Nowgbng Mangaldai , less 
Violent at Tezpur Dhubn , slight shock at Dibrngarb, 
Sibsagnr No nows from Jorbat and Qolaghat, but darnagd 
not great except to pucca booses No damage done in 
Brahmaputra Valley j people ploughing away ns if no- 
thing had happened No injury to steamers nnd boats on 
tivor Prices of food supply rising but supply afnplo and 
largely indented foe From Calcutta 

Communication from Shillong to Gauliati is rapidly 
Opening out but communication with the Sylbet Bido is still 
Closed Probably the mortal ty on tho Chorra Hills is from 
four to sit thousand, but no details aro available 

The effect of the earthquake u slight Only at SilcbatV 
tCoblma, and Manipur 

MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY. FROM TIIE QUErN 
Simla, Juuo 19 

Tl e following message 1 as been reccned by tho Viceroy 
from tl <j Secretary of State —1 am commanded by ller Ma 
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jesty tho Queen Empress to say that sho has heard with deep 
regret of tho 6enous loss of life and suffering caused by the 
recoht earthquakes Sho desires that you will make known 
this expression of her sympathy and will keep her informed 
as to any further consequences which may come to your 
knowledge, though she trusts that tho worst is already 
known 

* SUBSIDENCE OF A VILLAGE 

Charali, Juno 13 

Seven more earthquake shocks bavo occurred in tho last 
twenty fonr hours including two severe ones at 12 30 and 
1 30 yesterday afternoon One child was killed at Faphoi 
factory by falling walls One mile o the trunk road bund 
at Boreli Ghat between this and Tezpur, has crumbled away* 
A village near these has subsided and been inundated Tele* 
graphic communication was interrupted yesterday as the poles 
at Gauhati were damaged. 

Charali, Juno 14 

A very severe earthquake visited this dstrict yesterday 
ovenmg at about 5 30, lasting trro and a quarter minutes 
Much damage has been done to pucca buildings on tea 
factories Hospitals are levelled , tho brick walls of tho 
bungalows and factories have fallen in, and mud walls of tho 
poolie houses bavo collapsed No loss of lifo is yet reported 
The first shock was followed by eight othors A sovore ono 
occurred at 1 30 A u 

Sibsagar, Juno 12 

An earthquake was felt here to day at 5 17 P m , and 
lasted five minutes There was vibration and also an undu- 
lating jnovement from east to west A mimic surf passes 
over the rice fields Buildings and trees moved ominously 
and there was a slight upheaval cn tho lake Pedestrian, 
reeled comically from side to side of tho road Slight dam 
ago has been done to masonry This is the severest earth- 
quake within my recollection Seismic disturbance is fre- 
quent In AssfUD, and when the soil is water logged tl a effect 
*s mprp felt 
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South Sylhel, June 20 

Repealed shocks occurred yesterday, and at 11 P u there 
svas o very sharp odo The sky continues to present a very 
peculiar appearance There is a prevalent opinion that all is 
not yet over now 

A CONTINUOUS TRFMOR 

South Sylbet, June 19 

Two more shocks have occurred in the past twenty four 
'hours, one at six in the evening and one at, twelve They 
wore very feeble, but there is a continuous tremor in the 
ground, from which it w feared that the worst is not over 
Mobimn, Juno 12 

An extraordinarily* severe earthquake of four minutes’ 
duration occurred here Much damage has boon done to 
'buildings The direction was south (o north 

Nowgong, Assam, Jane 12 

At 6 P M a serious earthquake, lasting five minutes with 
fire lesser shocks aftorwards, was felt bore It caused con* 
sideiablo damage to pacca buildings in tho district 

Kakina, Juno 21 

Tho torufic earthquake on the 12lh Wiouglit great 
damogo here Tour sections of tho Rajban woro ruined Tho 
Raja miraculously escaped Tl o Kumar’s new house is badly 
cracked in several places , and evory pucca build ti g is cinch 
ed ai d si nhon No lives wero Io*t Tho old nvor bod soil 
has sub. ided four to six fcot through the Kali ban grounds, 
destroying a portion of the temjlo Tho water and sand 
soothed up all round, damaging tho crops From Saturday to 
Wednesday’s Calcutta mails arrived yes tor Jay 


Cbalsa, Jnne 

A terrific oarthquake occurred boro at 5 3 p y on Saturday 
Numerous factories and bungalows are wrecked Serero! 
shocks 1 aro been felt sinco soverrst at 12 r M , 8 X si and 
1- i0 r u to day. 
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{The Englishman Wednesday, June 23 r 389? )t 
NARROW ESCAPE OP A VILLAGE 

LOSS OF 700 LIVES IN CHERRA AND SYLHET 
Simla, June 22 

The following is a telegram from the Chief Commissioner 
of Assam to the Viceroy —I am glad to say that later inform- 
ation shows a much less mortality m the Cherra Hills than 
•was originally stated It appears that almost the whole 
village of Shelia, with 3,653 inhabitants, has fallen down into 
the river below, which, is bioshod, but that the subsidence 
was so gradual that- most of the inhabitants escaped The 
taortahty from this village is said not to exceed 2o0 
All the other cliff villages aro small, and details are still 
wanting, but the total mortality in them is probably not moro 
than 400 Communications with the plains is now re-opened 
I have also received re assnring nows from Sylhet, whore the 
distress and damage are not so great as was supposed The 
estimated loss of life tn the district is only three hundred and 
fche reported subsidence of villages is not confirmed The 
Cherrapunjl telegraph route was re opened last uight 

{The Englishman Thursday June 24 1897 ) 
ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE AT D ^RJILING 

Darjiling, Juno 23 

There was another earthquake hero at 7 30 last evening. 
Happily it has done no damage further than just Widening a 
few cracks These continuous shocks are naturally alarming, 
for there is no knowing how and when they are going to end 
Those who have experience of earthquakes say that thi 9 suc- 
cession of slight shocks is onr safeg nard, or otherwise there 
would probably have been another severo shaking The idea 
at any rate, is consoling 

Akyab June 22. 

Two shocks of earthquake wore felt here on Saturday and 
Snoday last 12th and 13th instant, the former being very 
severe and of long duration Little or no damage, however 
seems to have been done Weather very wet 
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DEARS TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS. 

Juno 22. 

At a representative meeting of Dnars planters held ‘at 
Jalpaigori, arrangements were pat in progress for shipping 
Dnars teas by river and getting up coolie food, as great scar- 
city is only too evident, owing to the uncertainty and slow 
progress made in repairing the Northern Bengal State Rail- 
way. * 


FAINT SHOCK IN PURI. 

Jane 23. 


Cnlfcack and Pori felt tho shock of the 12th faintly. No 
damage was done at all. 


Kajaldhara, Jane 13. 

A severe earh quake occurred here at 4-30 P. M. r lasting 
one minute and 30 seconds. Further particulars will follow as 
to the damage done. 


South Sylhet, June 23. 

A recurrence of the oscillations to which I have referred 
before took place yesterday afternoon, and again at 8 P.M.# 
there was a smart shook, another at 11, and a very strong one 
at two in the morning- The feeling one experienced was 
09 if the ground was constantly throbbing, generally cul- 
minating in very distinct shocks. The weather is dull, rainy 
and cloudy. 

Tremors still continuo, there being one at 10 this morn- 
ing and another at four this afternoon, the latter very distinct. 
Damage continues to be done at Gopalgan j. A ferry boat con- 
taining 90 people is reported as having been upset by tho bore 
in tho riror and all perished. Thirteen bodies have boon 
exhnmed from tho ruins of Ali Omged Khan’s honso, and 
there are still some left. Bungalows, tea and leaf houses aro 
reported damaged on all aides, some much more severely than 
others, the upheaval having travelled in waves as it were, and 
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those nearest the contres having suffered most. All along 
the banks of the rivers there has boon a very serious subsid- 
ence and great loss of property. 


TEA MANUFACTURE INTERFERED WITH. 

South Sylhot, Juno 14. 

There bare been several moro slight shocks of earthquake 
and at one P. si. three distinctly sharp onos. Tho Assam 
have opened oat much wider, in some places being two to 
three feet, and in many places the native villages have sub- 
sided considerably, and inside the houses water is spring- 
ing up on every side. Manufacture in some factories will 
ho seriously interfered with. Tho curious thing is that tho 
tremor was qnito unaccompanied by the nsual symptoms, thcro 
being an absence of the usual rumblings, and tho weather was 
not sultry for the time of the year. In fact, all the time it 
has been going on there has been a continual drizzle, and at 
intervals heavy squalls, indicating the bursting of the mon- 
soons. The ABsam-Bangal Railway has been badly damaged, 
and no mails have arrived for four days. One ballast train is 
lying wrecked near Telogaon Elation, half on the lino, and 
half off. Tho embankmonts of the line in many places have 
subsided, and only tho rails and sleepers are left suspended 
in air. 


TWENTY POST OFFICE3 RUINED. 

Simla, Jane 24. 

The three-mile gap on the Eastern Bengal line caused by 
the earthqnake is now repaired and the line is re opened. Re- 
ports from Assam are very bad, and there is no donbt that 
the damago will cost Government many lakhs of rnpees. 
Twenty post offices are believed to be rained, aud many of 
the tunnels on the hill section of tho Assam-Bengal Railway 
are believed to bo damaged. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

WRECK OP ST. MART’S HOME. 

TO THE EDITOR OT THE “ ESaLlSUMiy.” 

Sir, — O ne of tho buildings that has suffered most Is 
Et. Mary's Homo of < harity in Marquis Street,, a most de. 
serving institution, and I hope the damago done will bo made 
prominent, to catch the sympathy of the charitable, also 
the horoism of Miss Comloy and some other inmates who had 
several times to onter tho quaking buildings rooming tha 
children and bod*riddcn persons. A few seconds later the 
whole of this particular portion collapsod. Tho loss to the 
mtitutiou will bo very severe, of coarse, principally in tho 
building ; but every article of farnitnro and the liltlo belong* 
ings of tho inmates of this wing have boon completely dw 
trojed. 

I suppose tbero is not another house in Calcutta from 
whore hclploss persons and little children had to t>o 
actually rcscuod from tha swaying building, which by 
tho mercy of Providence just held together long enough to 
get tho last one out. 

G. F. 


Calcutta, Juno 12. 

Sir, —A s n resident of thirty years’ standing, I can MJ 
hat to»day*a earthquake is tho worst that has occurred dur- 
ng that poriol. I UaTO Leon round tho town, nnd it will tata 
Ad rslim-siD *lhal hat ht<?a done. Tht earth* 

quake of Julj, 168o, was a had ono, hut to*day’s wni very 
much ironf. My own place in tho old part of tho town it 
rather bally dataagod, and all tho room* on tho lop fiat has* 
part of tho roof gona, s 3 1 think it is just as well that th* 
uemoon will bo lato ] 


OLD DITCUL’R. 
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TERROR AT BANKIPUR. 

TO THE EDITOR OT TUB “ ENGLISHMAN.” 

SiE f — A very unusually earthquake was felt hero this 
aftofnoon. The shock was perceptibly felt at 16-37 (railway 
time) and passed off at 16-42. The station buildings -wore 
noticed to shako most alarmingly, the lamp post swayed to 
and fro and the corrugated iron roofing rattled as if stormed 
by myriads of hailstones. While the current lasted, the feeling 
that possessed one and all was that of sea sickness, Natives and 
Europeans alike wore running abont the platform in abject 
terror not knowing at what moment the buildings would 
collapse. Bat the excitement was ovor almost as suddenly 
ns it began. 

We have had good rain in these parts and the atmospliero 
is delightfully cool. 

WILLIAM n. HUNTER. 

Bankipur, June 12. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TIIE “ EVOtlSnMAN.” 

Sir, — D eplorable as have been the effects of Saturday’s 
earthquake, it 13 to be sincerely hoped that the authorities 
will not &dd to the destruction of the many buildings now in 
a state of partial collapse, by firing off tho intended sixty 
guns to commemorate the Queen's Jubilee, as such a procod* 
ure, added to the action of the monsoon, now already set in, 
would certainly have tho effect of demolishing most of the 
structures now standing on the merest sufferance. 

At this critical moment I feel sure nobody would take it 
amiss to let the memorable day pass off without the needloss 
(and in this case certainly harmful) waste of powder, and to 
drink Her Gracious Majesty’s health in the absenco of the 
otherwise indispensable booming of guns. 

CIVI3. 

Calcutta, June 14. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN. ” 

Sir,— 1 trust you will call attention to the fearful state 
of distress in which some thousands of tho middle class people 
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ot tins ctiy aro planged In to day’s Englishman X sco you 
have already glanced nt tlio matter and suggested that tlio 
Juhileo Dinner Fond shoal 1 bo direrted to tbo relief, of 
suffering But really tlio cam is worso than this I and my 
family, liko many hundrod* of others, aro forced to bivouach 
m on open courtyard in tho ram or ran tho risk of being 
crushed to death in our sleep It is only a question of hours 
■with this ram, and my house must como down, and I can find 
bo hoaseroom anywhere m tho town Surely this u a case for 
pub 1 ic action 

SHAKEN OUT 


« DOING ’ THE RUINS 

TO THE EDITOP Or THE “ ENOMSIIMA'i ' 

Sin, — -AJ1 who hnro been “ doing ” tho mms ot Calcutta 
must have been struck with tho danger of tho enormously 
heavy pillared balustrades which surmount tho cornice of so 
tunny buildings, thoy aro supposed to bo ornamental, and tho 
form a protection to tho«e who go on the flat roofs Bat they 
are regular booby traps of tho most doadly character If 
anyone doubts lot him look at tho blocks of stono weighing 
hundreds of tons that havo fallen from tho roof of the Town 
Hall And not only hero but at Jfooro and Co ’s, Dr. 
Felstein’s, and Mr Ezra’s tho experience has boon tho 
Bnmo Tho heavy balustrado or coping has been the Grst 
thing to giro way, and it has como down like a thunderbolt on 
projecting verandah and porticos below with a crushing force 
that nothing could resist Is it not a mistake to set up all 
that monstrous pile of masonry ogam ou tho Town Hall ? It 
seems like tempting Providenco 
Ballyganj, June 14 

RATEPAYER 


AN APPEAL FOR TUNDS 

TO THE EDITOR o? 1IIE * E'.m.ISDMA.’V " 

Sir, -Will you permit me through your columns to appeal 
to tie public of Calcutta for help on behalf of St Mary's 
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Homo of Chanty. Tew places have suffered more severely 
from the earthquake — the thtrd Boor room of tho building 13 
a complete rum and that entire portion will have to be re«. 
built At the time of the shock, there were fifteen children. 
Besides adults, on the third Boor, and they were barely oat of. 
the rooms, before the ontiro side fell Tho damages are 
roughly estimated at Rs, 5,000, and the Committee of tho 
Homo most earnestly beg the public to kindly help them to 
raise this large sum The repairs had been, comparatively 
speaking, just Gnubod, and tho expenses entailed on that 
account havo been very heavy, and have much cripplod tho 
Funds Any contributions will be thankfully received by Dr 
T M Comloy, Honorary Treasurer, " St Mary a Homo, ’ and. 
Jim Coraloy, Officiating Honorary Secretary, 

ALICE COMLE Y t 
OGciahrg Honorary Secietary 

PITT TOE POOR CLERKS 

10 THE EDITOr OP HIS *' ENOLlSailAV ” 

Sir, — Jl/iy I ask the mercantilo community to pay ono 
month s extra salary to all tboir poor clerks and menials m 
their offices to cclebrato tho Qaeen s sixtieth reign If bucIl 
kindness is shown to them they would over pray for tho woU 
faro of their employers and remember with gratitude tho 
sixtieth rtign of tho Empre««, Victoria Tho as«utance is 
sadly wanted now, for tho earthquake has einppod many of. 
nearly all they po«sosaod of house and of household goods 

poor clerk:. 


to xnc editor op Tire *' E\a..tsnsn r ” 

Sir,— Vt ill you kindly insert uuder your earthquake 
nows the following item — 

Tho Calcutta Boys' School sustained no damage from tho 
shock, and all aro well 

J GORDON KELNEDX. 

t*2, Jsun Bazar Street, June 14 
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'TO Till EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sin, — Sa'urday’a earthquake ought to open the eyes eJ 
Our municipality to the want of wisdom in enforcing the pre- 
sent building regulations so strictly, especially the section en- 
joying tho setting apart of fonr feet in the sides of proposed 
buildings A 8 a safeguard buildings should be attached to 
each other as closely as po Bible consistent with the jllowance, 
for free ventilation and light The earthquake did most dam- 
age to those buildings which stand aloof from their neighbour 
new as well as old, while to the surprise of all the tottering 
houses that are in close touch with each other remain standing 
as they were Would that the Lieutenant Governor had been 
here to hear personally on the spot of the extent of the dam- 
age dono by the earthquake, so that he conld judge how much 
the Building Act stands in need of revision 

VERITAS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sie,*— T he damage to house property in Calcutta caused by 
the eartbquako as stated in yonr is«uo of .to day is truly ap- 
palling. The Municipal Corporation should also enquire what 
damage the 6cwered drainage has suffered m tho metropolis, 
as tho rains are almost upon us, and no time should he lost to 
repair tho same to prevent tho outbreak of virulent epidemics, 

M.B 

Calcutta, Juno 14 


CALLU'i G Oh THE TUTELARY DEITY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THF " ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sip, — I havo made a fow notes which I place at your 
A vraTiVy ■‘u, tuvAtj fnsuussion and e'ncit cxac't infor- 
mation on tho subject 

It was about two or threo minutes after 5 p a , as tho 
clock struck in my sitting room, that the visitation began 
The moment I perceived it was an earthquake, I rushed out 
pt my pom in tho djlan loudly crying cut too, or vociferous-. 
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}y praying io God— the God of Gods, Poromassur, to save utf 
from instantaneous death, before tho rest of tho family 
gathered round mo and the ladies began to strike tho kanson 
or blow tho kaunch bofore the tutelary deity on tho third 
storey. I forgot to look at tho clock or to note tho duration 
Tho direction of the vibration, 33 far as my experience goes, 
was from east and west Father Lafont says that tho Vibrations 
wero north to south as well as east to west, * e , in all direc- 
tions. The clock or clironomoter on the bracket of my room 
with tho pendulum oscillating north and south, and a carriage 
clock on a what-not placed in a similar position did not 
6 top 

With regard to the building the small portico in front o£ 
our tutelary god Sre Dhnrji’s room has been severely damaged, 
though tho next room a fow feet lower in tho premises did not 
Buffer any damngo My theory is that when tho masonry runs 
in a continued line, solid and compact, tho damego is tho least, 
but where tho building stands out alono it suffors groat m;uryj 
On my way to my garden yosterday I noticed several 
dilapidated houses, tho ronto lying butween Cbitpnr Road, 
Eoalon Street, Shambazar, ToIIa PaiS, parch, and Sinti 
These houses appeared to ho as 1 think liable to damage from 
their structure 

G D BYSACK 

3, By sack’s Lano, Juno 14 

TO THE EDITOR OF Till. “E'.OLtSIISU'I *’ 

Sir,— Somo days ago t read in tho papor that on tho 
morning of tho Queen’s Jubilee nil the forts in India aro 
going to firo ft royal salute of sixty gans Without lnlonding 
to bo tho least tfu/oyaf io He r Most Gracious JSfajc ty, m ay T 
suggest that after tho diro calamity that befell Cilcnttaon 
Saturday last, which left four fifths of the liou«es m a most 
dangerous condition, it would bo far more prudent if no guns 
wero fired, and they will ho taUa for tho died, as tho effect on 
tho crumbling buildings nmy be too dreadful for contem- 
plation. 


rEB DEhCE. 
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liftTHINQ KNOWN OP DiTUIUNQ MAILS 

TO TI1E EDITOR OV THE “E’taLlSHMA't." 

Sib,— The annexed vs worth noticing in the Engltthm&f, 
Fancy the Post Office nth no information as to the Darjiling 
■mails One would think wO lned in an age when telegraphs 
are unknown At each a time they shoal d rather puhlisn 
information voluntarily. Tho mails coaid kayo bcoa in by 
Momhan Ghat era this 1 « 

ANXIOUS. 

To Post Master, Calcutta —Sir,— Will you kindly a-y by 
a noto at foot when the lottors posted at Darling on Friday 
la*t may ha expected to arnvo at Calcutta Al«o whether 
letters posted at Calcutta on Saturday last and Sunday have 
reached Darjiling and by what route, and oblige 

Reply— The information required is not available. No 
news has been received regarding tho Darjiling mails. 


SHOCK AT SIMLA * VERY SLIGHT.” 

TO THE EDITOR Or THE “E QlISKUy " 

SiR, —The public of Calcutta mutt be gratoful to yon. for 
tho two suggestions made by you, viz .that the proposed saluto 
of 60 guns should not he fired on Saturday, and that Govern* 
meut should offer their empty offices to the houseless hun- 
dreds of Calcutta 

But your suggestions, not coming from an official source, 
are necessarily unpractical It must bo remembered that the 
Government i 9 at Simla, and that its range of vision is limited 
by the surrounding hill* rarthermoie, the shock at Simla 
w is very slight It follows tbo-eforo that Government cm only 
bo t, aided by whut it fools and sees It feels little and sees 
less. It did not and would not sco the famine last year. Why, 
therefore, should wo aspect it to juid ike eSeet o£ hbs esrib’ 
quake now ? 

Tue programme of tho Jubilee celob-ahou cannot bo in- 
torfered with by such a tu8o ns an earthquake A few houses 
LnoolcA down by the salute will make to., Iiltlo difference, 
possibly only tew lakhs in the losses already snffeied Is jt 
reasonable to demand that the Government should 
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from its snug Tefrcat, whore it? oycs mid cars nro closed, con* 
corn itsolf ovor snob trifles and cause itself inconvenience by 
stopping such a necessary ceremony as a salute? Ton aro 
asking too much, Sir. 

Again, would it be reasonable to suppose that Govern- 
ment could possibly corao down to ilio lord of common mor- 
tals by opening its doors to tho suffering multitudes ? This 
would bo mcrojy human Government » not human De- 
ludes yon bare to consider tho iraraon«o amount of inconven- 
ience to tbo officials left in charge of tbo sarious officos. Tho 
ground floor of Government House would accommodato lomo 
two hundred jcoplv , but \ihnt a sncnUge it would be to turn 
llio sacred cdiflco to such an utdtoly pnrposo It is equally 
audacious to suggest that tho SectUCii .t buildings si onld bo 
turned into n barrack for n few weeks. b«o, we must hnvo 
our gum, and tho poor must sleep on tho maul an 

MOUMAIN DEW. 
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from tli o owner’s point of view, as being tlio quickest of 
getting tbo largest number of lion*es made apparently habit- 
able at a time when rents are likely to rise to almost anything. 
On tho othor hand, it seems almost criminal to permit such 
repairs to bo carried out, until soma competent authority has 
inspected the premises, pronounced them safe, and issued a 
cortificato to that effect. Surely this is the duty of the Mtmit 
cipality, and tho Police should see that no repairs aro carried 
out until such certificate is giantod, except sncli as aro neces* 
eary to keep out the ram 

In this connection, perhaps, tho firing of tho salute of sixty 
guns would prove more of a blessing than otherwise , only it 
-would ho advisable to warn tho lubabitints to stand clear of 
the buildings for tho time being, and a volley of the whole 
battery might follow, to maho anro that nothing tho leas-* 
bit shaky remained 

OBSERVER. 

Calcutta, June 16 


MORE POSTAL COMPLAINTS. 

TO THE EDITOR Of THE “ FIOMSmtAS ” 

Sic, — Enquiries at the General Post Office as to when the 
Darjiling mails of Saturday last and following days aro likely 
to be delivered m Calcutta elicit the reply that tbo Pre- 
sidency Post Master " has no information whatover upon the 
subject” Perhaps you or some of your readers may be able 
to tell me who is the correct person to apply to for informa- 
tion of this kind It did not occur to me to apply to the 
Commissioner of Police or the Lord Bishop of tho Diocese 
I naturally supposed that tho Presidency Post Master was 
the man whom the public have a right to expect to bo able 
to supply particulars of this kind, but apparently I was 
wrong 

Is it not a disgraceful state of affairs that, owing to a fow 
miles of railway being damaged betwoen this city ana Dar- 
jiling, the mails are being delayed in tms monstrous c inner ? 
If every mile of the rails for the whole journey had boen 
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torn np, the mails should have boon in boforo this Wo know, 
tborcis no interruption between Scaldab and Sara or betweon 
Darjiling and Sibgnn, and of Uio intervening distance it is a 
liborat estimate to suppose that not moro than fifty miles aro 
out of order, and yot day after day, ire receivo no mails 
and the authorities have no information upon tbo subject* 
I venturo to tay that in no other cinhzod country under tho 
snn would thoro bo displayed such total mdifTeronco or in- 
competence to copo with a temporary difficulty soch as this 

DISGUSTED 

Calcutta, Juno 10 


SURVEYING THE DAMAGED nOUSES 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ** ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sir,— Will you kindly insert tho enclosed copy of a Jotter 
I havo addressed to the Chairman to tho Corporation with a 
view to inducing other engmeors to givo on hour or two of 
tnoir timo in tho morning as Honorary Surveyors of houses 
injured by tbo earthquake 

J H APJOHN 
Port Commissioners’ House, Juno 17. 

To W R Bright, Esq , I C S —Dear Sir,— A correspond- 
ent m to day’s Englishman calls attention to a serious public 
danger, viz , the prompt plastering up to tho cracks m housos 
injured by the earthquako which will prevent their real con- 
dition being ascertained. 

Since the catastrophe I have examined a number of 
injured houso«,and tho opinion I havo formed is that, if what I 
sec stated in tho Press 13 correct, a large number of houses 
are being condemned as unsafe which are really capable of 
being promptly put into repair at a modorate expenditure of 
money and time so as to be qmto safe for occupation T havo 
little doubt but that interested pnrtios havo a good deal to e 
i to this wholesale casting of houses 

On.the otlf*r hand, many houses of the poorer sort 
really unsafe, which it is tho interest of landlords to patch up 
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with Ike lea«fc possible delay, and in my opinion the utmost 
power of the Corporation should bo put into ferco to thwart 
this action, and as far as I can understand tbe powo'S of tho 
Corporation aro ample to provent such being done 

I quite understand that it is a “ very large order " to 
survey all tbo bouses in Calcatta that are in a doubtful condi- 
tion, indeed, I am very donbtfnl whether it ^s physically 
possible to do eo, tbe number of men at present in Calcutta 
who can, under tbe most liberal interpretation, bo called ex- 
perts being ve~y limited, and in tbo case of tbo majority of 
them their official duties will preclude them from render, 
mg assistance burvey by others than qualified Engineers 
or architects is useless The houses that look very bad to 
one who is not in expert aro often not really in a dangerous 
condition, while, on tbe other hand, comparatively few and 
moderate cracks may be in such positions as to indicate 
danger 

I am one on whose time the effects of the earthquako will 
not cause an encroachment, as the Tort Trust property has 
practically suffered no wjnry I therefore tender my services 
to assist the Corporation in the present crm«, and am ready to 
devote a couple of hours on most mornings to the survey of 
injured houses 

In order that my lime should bo utilized to the host ad- 
vantage I thould bo supplied with a list of the houses a« ign* 
ed to me for survey With a view to inducing others to coma 
forward, I am sending a copy of this letter to the Press 
Tours trnly, (Sd ) J. H APJOHN 


STIPULATION FOR TBir TO DRESS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "EVGLlSmUV,” 

Sm, — I trust the authorities hove taken yonr warning 
to heart I am certain that the firing of a salute of sixty 
guns from the ramparts of Port William on Jab lee Day is 
a senou« danger to the whole city with its tottering build* 
mg® If the authorities blindly persist m firing tbeso sixty 
guns as a proof of their loyally, that is no reason why they 
jlionW do 10 at the rule of innocent Ira Wo ought to b» 



( ESI ) 

told tho exact hour so that wo may nil leave our houses 
daring tho firing TliO pictnra conjured up is decidedly 
comical Tho heroes m tho Fort blazing away, to show thoir 
dcVotion to Her Majesty, rather enjoying tho sight of falling 
buildings, so liko tho real thing, you know, and ontside 
on tho Maidan, tho shivering liegos, trembling at tho roar 
of ovory gun and fearful of having no homo to return to 
when tho Jubilee fan is over If tho Goneral Commanding 
tho district pooh-poohs tho idea of danger, loft him tako a 
scat in tho upper flat of Moor's bungalow when tho salnto ia 
being fired Gonoral Yeatman- Biggs is a bravo man, bat I 
think ho’d ** rather not ** Any way, if wo are -all to turn out 
a second time, lost onr houses should como about oar ears, 
it is to ho hoped wo shall at last havo timo given us to 
dress dcceotly. 

TANDEM. 

Calcutta, Juno 17. 

HINTS TO THU BUILDING COMMISSION. 

TO TDE EDITOR OF THE "EMU.1SHUAX ” 

SiR,-^Tho Government of Bengal was asking through tho 
Chamber of Commerce, tho other day, for suggestions in con- 
nection with tho enquiry set on foot by tho Calcutta Building 
Commission Tho first question of tho Commission is wbotber 
©no has any knowlodgo of " tho modo m which houses arc 
being built m Calcutta ” Smco Saturday’s occurrence, most oE 
us could answer that quostion in the affirmative But two 
points occur to mo that I thick worthy of tho attention oE tho 
Commission 

In almost every instance of collapse, tho origin of tho 
miscihin* ihw ilmnr tdtf ihravy lhri’im-VuuV oir iMn roor' - coping' 
with which most oE our Calcutta houses are “finished off ” 
These balustrades aro of enormous weight Yon rightly say. 
Sir, that tho part of the Town Hall that has come down would 
woigh thousands of tons Not only are theso too heavy balus- 
trades a danger in themselves, bat when they topple ovor they 
drag tho front oE a houso down and carry porticos and 
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verandahs boforo Ihem Has the Commission given its atien* 
tion to theso balustrades P 

Another point is Ibo immunity of buildings that aro jovned 
together as compared with thoso which aro “ self contained ” 
Tho Commission, it seems to mo, is inclined to mako a fetish 
of vontilalion It has vontilation on tho brain Ventilation is 
all very well, bat when wc come to consider tho strength of 
buildings and their power of withstanding earthquake shocks 
there is something else to be considered Say what wo like,tho 
manner xn which tho long lines of ncVetty piles in Clntpur 
Road have escaped has to bo explained Tho nalivo reason, that 
tho houses are contiguous, may not bo tho right ono, hut it 
sooms to mo thero is something to bo said for it 

RAJ MISTRI. 

Calcutta, Juno 17 


TO THE EDITOB OE THE "EVOLISHSIAV ” 

Sir,— Many thanks for the insertion of my letter about 
tho carthquako What I am anxious to know is the exact 
duration of tho shock I find nowhere on allnsion to tho exact 
timo that tho shock lasted My idea is that it was not moro 
than two or Ibrep minutes If it had been Gvo minutes, the 
wbolo town would havo boon a wreck 

In 1885 I rocollcct that the shock was smarter, some 
violent jerks, but of much loss duration not moro than a few 
seconds, About 55 yoara ago.when I was a school boy, my first 
experience of an earthquake was something very fnghtfa] It 
was on the night of the JagadhatnPuja that the visit ition oc 
enrred The shock was so violent os to throw down the images 
of Jagadhatn in several houses All the pooplo rushed out of 
their LoubC3 to save their livos 

I remember that I with others ran out into the streets and 
stood at tho Jagamath Ghat m front of the Mint, by (he west 
of which the nver Ganges thon flowed as tho Port Commission 
had not then come into existence and made our sacred river 
recede to its present narrow position This mnch is certain that 
if those shocks on the two occasions alluded to by mo had 
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U3tod three or four minutes, the city would havo been in 
ruins. 

^G. D. BYSAGK. 

3, Bysack’s Lane, Juno 17. 

EARTHQUAKE COMPARISONS. 

TO TIIE EDITOE OF THE “ EJfOElSnMAN.” 

Sir., — Your interesting article on earthquake comparisons 
in Bengal is valuable, inasmuch as it focuses particulars re- 
garding previous seismio disturbances. Might I in this con- 
nection record a fow details regarding the shock experienced 
in Calcutta on the 31st Docember, 1831 ? It was folt at Calicut 
and at Port Blair ; also at Katmandn, in Nepal, and by tbo 
ship Mount Staart in Bat. 3° 5i’ . Tho area covered by 
it extonded, therefore, over seventeen moridians of longitudo 
and moro than twonty-throo parallels of latitude. To pat it 
roughly in miles, tho earthqaako of Docembor, 1881, passed 
through 1.G00 miles from north to south, and 1,300 from east 
to west. I collected matoriala for it at tho timo, and 
the masters of tho ships Glen Oalndb, Lord Lytton, and 
Mount Stuart, kindly furnished mo with extracts from 
their log books, while from the local papers I got 
particulars of the shocks as it wa9 experienced on board 
tho Commonwealth, a vessel which at tho time was in tho 
neighbourhood of Car Nicobar. That qnake was felt at 
Akyab, Oheduba (where it was immediately succeeded by an 
eruption of earth oil and burning gas) Chunar, Gaya, Hazari- 
bagh, Cnttack, Falsa Point, Gopalpur, Coconada, Vizaga- 
patam, Madras, Pondicherry, Negapatam, Trevandrom, 
CUlicniy Utacanmnd, 0£>Anr»MV Co/Iod, Calmiiia, ar>d N&pz ) — 
briofly throughont Ceylon and the Madras and Bengal presi- 
dencies. The shock turned the top of a chimney on Chatham 
Island half ronnd. The Calabrian earthquakes mentioned by 
Lyell produced a similar effect on two obelisks in Stefano del 
Baseo. At tho time tha earthquake (of December, 1881) 
I occurred a tremendous eruption of the Majon Volcano 
(Manilla) was»in progress. 
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Like yourself I wa3 ucablo fo understand what the 
Allahabad paper raoant -when it suggested that Calcutta had 
been practically ** immftio ” against earthquakes Wo* in 
Bengal are connected by tho centros at Raruru, Cheduba, and 
Barren Island, and by the extinct volcanooi of Narcoudams 
(seventy five miles N N E of Barren Island), and of 
Puppa (about thirty miles E S E of Pagan, on tho 
Irraidy) with the grandest focus of vole ants activity 
on tho earth Lyoll has a map of active volcanoes of 
tho Indian archipelago and the adjoining pait of tho 
Pacific Ocean Cheduba and Ramrn, on tho Arucan coast, 
are his starting points But we may extend its volcanic area 
further north , the hot springs of Chittagong and hlonghyr 
are phenomena association with tho dying out of volcanic torces 
in tho areas where they are situated Along the Aracan coast 
there aie numerous mud volcanoes, another of tho recognized 
indicia of waning activity, Chittagong has repeatedly boon 
visited by earthquakes, notably in 1762 and 1833 Tho next 
point m Ly ell’s map is Barren Islands, m the Andaman Group 
Tho lino of volcanic action thence trends away to the S 
passes through Sumatra, to which it gives at least four vol- 
canoes , thence on through Java (with a whole range of them, 
in fins form as witness Krakatva ') and tho Moluccas Tho 
belt of volcanic action then tarns on itself at ngbt angles, 
and running north, passes away tlirongh tho Philippines, to 
Formosa, Japan, and tho Alentian Islands Judd says there 
are ten active volcanoes in tho Eurilea , ta enty-fivem Japan, 
(including Fusyana, the volcano with whoso gracofnl Out- 
lines Japanese art has made us all so familiar), and in the 
islands lying south of it, and not less than fifty .n the islands 
lying to the b. E of the Asiatic Continent 

Those wfio regard" the far olT volcanoes in America, afong 
with Heclca, Etna, Strom boli, and Vesuvius as the only re- 
maining indications of volcanic activity on this planet, would 
do well to study materials available much nearer to as in 
Calcutta Calcutta stands on allnnal deposits which seperatti 
the present land surface on which we live and move, and, have 
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oar being, from tlio incient eea slicro winch is now harried 
nt a depth o£ only about 4SO feet. In thoso deposits aro the 
rdmaius of at least two forest covered areas iho wood in which 
has been identified as that of the Sundn tree from which the 
present Sanderbuns lake their name We, therefore, stand on 
au area of subsidence There is a native story that tlio word 
Dacca is derived from dhanka, covered up , and iE this bo trno 
it may wtfll be that a town which existed at some timo in the 
past in Caslern Bengal, on or near the alto of tho modern 
Dacca, was submerged by a convulsion of JSatnro, which may 
havo been partially, if not solely, seismic in character 
Irom tho nature point of viow it was covered oven — dhatika 
Ram.ru, Cheduba and Barren Island aro within n radtng 
of oigbt hundred miles from Government Hou«o The scat of 
tho eaithquako winch tcrnGcd us all on Saturday appears to 
be away to tho hi E. or E of Calcutta , and if I might ven- 
ture to suggest it, I would recommend the collection of corroct 
data as to tho time, duration, direction, and effects of tho 
earthquake of the ldtli instant Useful service may thus bo 
jtndered to a branch of scienco which is still in its infancy 

tv. J siauioas 

Calcutta, Jnno 18 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLIsHlU'V ” 

Sib, — W ill you permit mo to write and endorse tho re- 
marks made over tho signature u Disgusted' m jour issue of 
yesterday Disgraceful is not too strong a word to apply to 
departments that fail to restore communication over a break 
of not more than fifty milos within five days Could not tho 
mails have been pushed on over the breaks by runners ? In 
other parts of the world the mails aro carried through fire, 
snow, or anything else The anxiety of parents as to their 
children m Darjiling has been sickening, and tho Postal and 
1 elegraph Departments, with all their extensive staff, havo 
been helpless to alloy onr anxiety. It is truly most disgust- 
ing 


A PARENT. 
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A CONTRARY VIEW OF TEE DISASTER 

TO TOE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sib,— It will possibly mtcrcst tlio readers of the ovej* 
drawn and highly- coloured accounts of the recent earthquake 
at Calcutta, to know the result of some inspection work by a 
professional engineer with whom I had the pleasnre of a con- 
versation yesterday — 

Twoi ty eight honsos examined and reported on average 
damage about two per cont of value, none in dangerous 
condition 

These were not selected specimens but taken seriatim. 
I think therefore that this gives a fairly accurate rate of lo»s 
on the houses sufficiently injured to call for professional 
inspection, and when about 2 per cent ad valorem is spent on 
them, they will be quite as good as ever they were 

In the other houses (which form the great majority) too 
slightly injured to call for professional aid— only wanting a 
little plastering or a few terrace railings, etc , the loss is much 
lower, and very small indeed 

So much for tho buildings With regard to tlio loss of 
life I believe it is about three in a population of nearly ono 
million 

Fissures or openings ml , subsidences ml 

When 1 think of the carlhquoko at Kashmir, where tlie 
death rate went well into fonr figuros, and where wo got 
bo used to thB hourly and half hourly shocks and rumblings 
like artillery engagements that we quite missed them whoa 
they stopped after several weeks, I cannot help thinking that 
tho Calcutta earthquake has been overdone 

Where, by the way, are tho houseless Europeans and Eur- 
asians who aro supposed to be prowling about the Maidan and 
clinging to the Monument for shelter ? No one appears to 
havo seen any 

SAFE AS HOUSES 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN ,r 

Sut,— How is it that our paternal Government has no seis- 
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mograplnc observatories iq various part3 of India ? Seismic 
YF'inungs’'TCo(ib3‘ / bo better (aod might bo rendorod more accur- 
erie:?) tfian jute crop forecasts 

SMASHED 


STATE OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 11 CTOM8HMAX " 

Sip, — I trust you Will permit my drawing tho attention 
of tho public to a notice signed by me in your advertisement 
column of to morrow’s issue 

The Cathedral vestry met this morning and consulted 
with a representative of Messrs Mackintosh, Burn nnd Co 
In consequence of the dangerous condition of a portion of tho 
spire it was decided at tho mooting to advise mo to issno tho 
notice referred to It was not considered dangerous to hold 
the V o’clock service on Sunday next, and also tho daily 
services provided that the organ was not played and tho con- 
gregation requested to sit at tho east ond of tho Cathedral 

Every effort, I may add, is being made to remove as quick* 
ly as possible tho dangerous portion of the spire Aa soon as 
the spiro is pronounced to bo in a safe condition we hope to 
hold our thanksgiving servico 

ARTHUR G LUCKMAN, Cathedral Chaplain 

ON THE ASSAM RAILWAY 

BANKS SUNK AND RAILS IN FESTOONS 
Papt or the Line Closed till Next Year 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENGLISHMAN 

Sir — Too will doubtless be flooded with letters on the 
subjoct of the recent terrible earthquake but it appears to mo 
that some account of the destruction wrought on this railway 
will bo of interest to would bo passengers and merchants who 
employ tho line for despatch of goods From the accounts I 
have read in the E ighskntan I think I am not exceeding tho 
mark when I say that nowhere does the shock appear to havo 
bean moro severe than aloug this rail vay from near Shaista 
ganj to Silthar 
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The lino from Chittagong to Comtlla, and from Lahsam 
to Chandpur was not injured in any way though the fotco of 
earthquake appears to have been groat at all the places 
named From Comtlla to Akh aura the damage to the line is 
not sufficiently serious to in any way interfere with traffic, 
though soronl bridges, notably the Goorotee, havo been 
forced an inch or two oil tho centre lino At Akbatira all 
the pucca staff quarters have either fallen down or aro so 
badly cracked that tho walls will have to be dismantled 

Traffic continuos m the usual way as far north as this 
From Akhaura to Itakbola, tho line is much damaged In 
somo cases banks havo boon swallowed up, hut tho line has 
not boon distorted, and the porraanent-way hangs in festoons 
ovor tho gaps Several bridges havo been seriously damaged, 
and some destroyol This portion, however, has aready been 
tnado passable fo" a ballast tram 

Tho condition of the next portion of tho lino, namely* 
from Itakbola to Daragaon, simply beggars description 
Tho line may be regardod as totally wrcckod, though curious- 
ly thcro arc stretches hero and there somotimcs of a milo or so 
which Btand unharmed Generally speaking, howover, tho 
bank, has cithor disappeared or is rent by bugo Gssnres , m 
some cases tho bank has been thrnst several feet off tho 
contro lino, carrying bndgos with it, needless to say, wrecking 
<l»om completely Tho pormanent-way is brokon m somo 
places, audio othors bant m ovory possible shnpo This is 
opccially the case near Shautaganj which appears to have 
received the very worst shock 

Tho bnlgo over Khowai rtvor (near Shautaganj) will have 
to 1*0 partially rebuilt , tho north abut moot has sunk auroral 
ficl bodily, and tho ptur noxt to it lias topplol ovor tho forty. 
,W gu-ter binging /cwm iks pumaneni way, which ifsoTf 
forms n gracafu! festoon over tho water of tho river Tho 
ha ik immolmloly bolna 1 tho north ah itmcnt has dtmppcarcl 
Al Du-ngaon station half of tho yard lias disappeared, and 
tho Ira* ks have baon force 1 apart from each other to n oarIy 
double the rugutalioa (balance 
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Beyond this I have not personally examined, but I ant 
giroa to understand that the damage, while serious, is not aO' 
overwhelming from there, mile ICG to Ealaura, mile 204 
(mileage from Chittagong) Fiom Knlanra to I otu (milo 229) 
I am informed on rohablo authority that tho state of tho lino 
is worse thao at Shaistaganj, that tho banks are all destroyed 
pcrmane^t-way thrown in all directions, and the bridges 
all wrecked* From Lata to Dadarpnr the damage is not very 
term as Oa the Sdchur Branch (from Badarpur to Silchar) 
which it was hoped would, in tho coarse of a few months, be 
opened to traffic, practically all tho large bridges have either 
fallen or will have to bo dismantled, and this opening is, 
therefore, indefinitely delayed. I may add that the pheno- 
menon of sand and water foun tains up to a height of six 
foot was observed in several places I have seen some of tho 
sand so exuded, and found it supersaturated with water and. 
of tho nature of a quicksand 

Iu conclusion, I rogret to add that, owing to the country 
being practically under water, tho abienco of labour and fo 
the fact that several lakhs of bricks will kavo to be burned} 
nest working season, thero is little likelihood of reopening 
the line to traffic north of Akbanra till well into noxfcyoar 

Every pucca railway building botwoon Akhnura and 
Badarpnr is destroyed. 

Please make any use yoa like of thi* letter, publishing ifr 
whole, or ia part, or a prbcu of it if yoa think fit 

E. A S BELL, 

Assistant Agent and Chief Bbgmoor, Assam^Bengal Rail' 

way 

Chittagong, June L7, 


EARTHQUAKE CALCULATIONS 

TO TUG EDITOR OP THE “ ENGLISHMAN " 

Sig, — I am not an earthquake expert, and, in fact, know*- 
nothing of tho subject, but I accidentally had the opportuni- 
ty *of obtaining certain figures in connection with tho 
movement of the earth in the great quake of Satarday, Juuaj 
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JClh, anil Minting tl at II cy jmj.ll 1 * ijilercsling lo icice< 
tut*, I giro them for what tl ey aro worth • 

At tho tuna of the rurthquako 1 wa» Jibing fn » three* 
dorojcl liouio in Theatre Hoal, anl mu naming n»o of a 
room a* tj »tndy on the tap Poor Tbo room ronlatnod tho 
juunl writing table upqn which was a iquaro glass inkpot, in 
which vai a coniilorabl® amount of ink IN hen matters 1 a<l 
qmotol down a f tor tho lOism c disturbance f went op to the 
room to 100 the damage, and m glancing ofer tho writing 
table, ray eye foil on tho Inkpot, and I noticed that tho ink 
] al Icon shaken *0 a* to reach the top pn onp side (ho welt 
■light!} i up lined to sooth, wjulo pn tho other»ido f (ho wet 
mark wa* only about halt way up to tho top It at 
onto occurred to rno that frith thi« Information it might bo 
poHib'o to arriro at sorr.o scieptiGc result*, and ascertain tho 
anglo of iho roll, and iu tin* tIow I tested tho ink to sea if 
puything had fallen into tho pot, but found it quite clear I 
then, took tb« following measurements with & compass jmd 
rnlo — 

Iloight of jnlcpot .♦ ... S 2^ umbo* 

Length and Breadth of inkpot . . . , £ 025 „ 

Iloight qf ink receptacle ,, . ] J375 „ 

Pmmeler of ink reccptpclo 1125 „ 

Lord of ink from top . . , . •2'i „ 

Height of mknot from IotoI of earth . ss'JS feet 

poigbt pf roof from larth . . , . =50 „ 

Thon by Citing the inkpot to at to make tho ink follow 
the epunu marked as wet the following measurements were 

Obtained — 

Boll to West (by South) 

Highest level of ink — Flush with top 


Lowest level of inle from lop . . 

Highest corner pf bottom pf mhrot from lerol of 
table 


_ , % Boll to East (by north) 

tugboat level of ink from top 
I owest lovel of ink from top 
P'o h . e6t , co , rnor ® £ bottom of mkpot from 
lo?d of tabl§ 


= 50 inch 

1 125 inches* 

125 inch 
315 „ 


"5 
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• \Vi tli this data tho mathematical calculations give Ikb * 

fallowing results : — 

1 single of roll of wall to west (by south) .. sf £3 0 57 , 44* 

2. Boll to west, distance of inkpot (dS feet 

from ground) from perpendicular . . =: 15 7S feet 
3 Angle of roll of wall to ea.t (by noi tk) ... = 9*27' 44 

4. Rdll to cast, dMtneo of inkpot (38 feet 

from ground) from perpendicular ... — 6 27 feet 
6 Aggregating roll from east to west of inkpot 

(U8 feet horn ground) ... = 22 05 feot 

G. Mean angle in the two rolli ... = 16 d 4J' 

7. Mean of distance froni perpendicular ... = 11 02" feet 

8. Roll to west, distance of roof (5C feet 

from grouud) from perpendicular ... = 20 76 feet 
0 Roll to east, distance of rdof (50 feot 

from grouud) from perpendicular ... = S 25 feet 
10 Mem of two ... = 14 5 feet 

11. Aggregate of rdll of roof from east to wbst= 2J01 feet 
At first sight tbesd figuies appear almost incredible, but 
they aro probably approximately accurate It must lo ro- 
merabored that llie figures givCn are maximum figures and 
possibly represent only a single roll, and it mu«t also be borne 
in mind that tko eartli moved with the bbuso, and that the 
spectator on the ground also nlotcd with tbeeaith. The 
actual roll would, tlie-efdre, appear td bo fur loss than is 
really was Tlidn, again, tliO movements Were, of cbnrse, 
exceedingly rapid, and in a well built house* especially 
if 11 iron-tidd ” the ohauces of falling to pldces or remaining 
wholo with a atdady awing of the earth and fdinuHtioni 
would probably be to favour of the hon*0 remdi'ung almost 
Untouched even at a greater anglo than 23° Of the sCi-ntific 
conditions bf the atmosphere with a change m tho le\ el of 
the earth I know nothing, and therefore Offer lib sugges- 

There is ono eircumsUntd I should, howovef-, pbint ont 
The swing from Bide to Bide In the earthquake of Jots 12th 
lasted about throe minute*, la continuation of tho two minutes 
t>f "shake " Level water, when swiogitig from side to side, ob- 
viously rises to a higher pomt dn each side by the actiou of 
tho swing than if it had been given a single swing only. Oa 
this hnalogy it is clearly possible that the JD k in the inbpo* 
may have reached a higher point ou bath sides m ccfascqnoue/ 
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tif Its swinging A an it wwnld had done hare the h Ousts cnty 
had ft single swing, the maximum one, bat against this theto 
is the fact that the side* of the inkpot were slightly corroded 
with ink and it is probable that the ordinary normal effect* 
of the swing were to a great extent, if not ent rely 
counteracted 

The facts and figures are, however, given for wl at they 
6re worth, and anvone is, of coarse, at liberty ta make any 
allowances be pleases for the swing I mav, perhaps, mention 
that the lionso in which the measurements wd*e taken suffer-' 
ed severely The wo«t wall has sej arated from the roof, and is 
t early two inches out of the perpendicular, and all nbovo the - 
ground floor Will probably have to come down and be entirely 
rebuilt 

As regards the length of time tl e earthqnako lasted it 
appears that a trustworthy Bombay sen ant happened to» 
) ave his vrfttcb out at the time the quake commenced and 
noted the time When the last swing was over I o purpo tly 
ng-uii looked at his witch and found the period to haver 
been almost exactly fire inmates. 

As regards tho cause of the earthquake it occurred to 1 
mo that Mr Liotard, the well kno wn a stronomer, might 
have something to say on ihesntjeet I accordti giy called 
on him, and I cow givehfs opinion in as nearly as jo a iblff 
his own words 

Astroi omers have fecogrized that the planet Venus is 
the chief agent in tho perturbation of the earth in her orbit- 
al motion, palling ike ear li m fact bodily oat of her orbit 
'U bother tins is done my magnetic or other action is of n* 
Cfuitoquei co but the fact should be noted 

*' "FwH the observations carried out at the fvew 
Observatory on tho chemistry of light to ascertain tana 
turn 1 ave shown that the maximum amount of chemical ac 
tion occurs at noon, that u, when toe sun is it Ihe upper 
meridional point 
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ii qf tlidio a-o facts anil if Venus has so mndi dttractivd 
)iowor as to disturb the earth from Iter orbit, it seem! 
•quite reasonable to suppose that alto Mould, it site remained 
Ion" in our meridian, be Certain to cause some diiturbanca 10 
tl,e°eurth, say, ia polarity or majestic or olectrical con- 

dihon? . , , ,, 

-Asaiuuttsr of fn-t, Vanns lias for the last three 
months been affecting the eastern parts oi Ifidn Wo mill 
{r.t rttnru to the moment of the last vernal oqninoi because 
it represent! the time when the earth each year resumes its 
life action • mben, in other words, magnetic or electrical 
action within the earth’s ernst comes into play giving vege- 
tation a froih start eaeli year By casting a diagram of 
the meridian of the easteCo parts of India at the vornnt cqm- 
jms on 21th II iron last at 2 3 l M , wo Bnd 32 degrees geocen- 
lr ,o lon-itnda in the meridian of Calcutta, mth Venus within 
(he meridional arc (in fact, a little east of the absolute men- 
dmnal point of Calcutta ) 

•nhiat in itself would be of small consequence, hat unfor- 
tunately Vanns did not, as she should have dono, move away 
from that are for the next throe mouths f From 20tli March 
to 7th Aprd sho alvauced some 4”10’ , then she became 
stationary and retrograded wttliiu the arc lC=2e' up to 21<t 
May , then she advanced again, and was on the 12th of Juno 
(the ’date of tl e earthquake) within 3-s of the very point she 
had occupied ia oar meridian at the vernal 

"She marched thus forwards and backwards and forward 
a „ al n, du-ing the three mouths in what ivai the vernal merw 
dlaial arc of the eartern p3rts of India , and them parts iu 
consequence became subject to her disturbing induouco 
once every day during that time as the earth rotated on 
her axis The result wai inevitable sooner or later, and it 
became qmte evident that complications might ho expected as 
Venus in her forward movement returned on 12ih Juno to 
within two degrees of the exact point she had occupied at the 
Vernal, and She area of the earth’s Croat which had the arc 
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for its meridian at Ihd Votnal was considerably disturbed A 
Canons coincidence is found in the fact that tho match of 
Venus daring those three months backwaids and forward* 
Covered an afe of lG^ and that tho Brea of tho earthquake ahd 
extended over Ib8, and was Indited to tho very parts 
(eastern) of India which had Venus in the meridian at tbd 
terual ” 

Low there are some who think that Mr Liotard 1 $ occa- 
sionally troublod with seismic disturbances in his brain/ and 
Others who consider him to be an infallible prophet, but wd 
must remember that he is a pro pounder of a science about 
which tho majority of us know nothing, a science still 
in its infarcy, hut regarding which every ono recog- 
nizes that there is something in it, and there are probao- 
Ij- Cow who deny that sotae connection etists betweou tbd 
weather of tho earth and the planets It is a little rough on 
India that that wicked judo Venns should go out of her usual 
course in order to Lave a flirtation with tho earth/ but if Mr. 
Liotard’* statements are facts and them is overy reason to 
bohcio that they nre,it stands to reason that tho orratm course 
of the Qaoon of Beauty, aud tho dragging tho earth out of 
bor orbit must uecossarily hnvo caused some disturbance m 
the air Those disturbances, as usual, wore presumably olectric- 
al,*nd 'ho earth would ncoessdnly be tho sufferer in sorao way, 
Mr Liotard’s arguments aro, to riy the least of it, extremely 
plausible, and, it seems to me, not very far from tho mark 

I may, perhaps, mention tLat Mr Liotard informs mtf 
that ho was fo impressed with the idea that a frightful con- 
vulsion was to bo exjiceted from tho erratic tours o of Venus, 
and thinking that tho house ho bred in wm not sufficiently 
strong to stand it, he routed a flat in a new well built house, 
and had intended to movo into it on Monday, Juno It He 
fixed this dale ts he calculated the earthquake would take 
placo on the 15th, the dalo on which Venus would occupy 
the exact point that she had boon in on tLo 20th of J1 arch 
'Mlltenal. Tl„ crtluiMt,, hom.r, «i,l reip , W ’ 
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him, and camo off whonYenus was still 2c from tbo dangerous 
point, and Uo was caught in his old house which was wrecked, 
but he was able to movo into his now one at once, On tbo 
15th of Jnne, tbo date in which Vonus occupied the point 
of danger, a small cyclone appears to have iakon place in 
the Bay. 

I next asked Mr.Liotard about tbo future, and if any far- 
ther earthquakes were to bo expected. His reply was cautious, 
ps bo explained that the conditions were becoming exceeding- 
ly complicated. It appears that on June 30 Venus will again 
be within the meiidian of the earth, and very nearly the spot 
pn which she wqs on June 12, hut by that time two planets 
Jupiter and Ifnrs will, or should have entered the arc ; both 
(heso planets aro positive, while Venus is negative, and it 
seams to bo a question whether their influence will counteract 
the evil designs of Venus. It soenis probable that they will, 
pud that Venus will confine her flirting attentions to the two 
gentlemen named, in which caso it is probable that there may 
|jo a considerable break in tbo rains in Jnly. 

One word more. Vfv know tbpt a largo number of 
houses ore badly injured, and that builders are bnsy 
carrying out repairs. It is quite possible that many of those 
Injured are practically 6afe, or can be made so with com* 
paratively small repairs, but it is also possible and probable 
that many which are in reality quite unsafe will bo patched 
up by squirting porlland cement, or country plaster into tbo 
gaping cracks, and covering tbo whole with a coal of 
plaster and whitewash, and when this is done the bouse will 
be declared to bo fit for habitation. Would it not Lo 
possible for tbo local Government to quickly pass a short 
Act making it obligatory for every bpnse in Calcutta and tbo 
suburbs to be inspected by a qualified Government inspector 
before the outside plaster and whitewash are put on ? 

And yet another word. If anyone wishes to reply to 
this letter, I trust that lie or eho will not expect a further 
Ffp)S from mo as I am leaving India in a few days, If anyone 
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does reply I suppose it will be oro of the lender *«x J» 
defence of tb^t wicked flirt Venus ' If tins proves to bo the 
case, I will give in at once , nnd in anticipation will say 
that Venus bad nothing to do with the earthquake 

TRED* ATKINSON, 

Calcutta, Juno 19. 

“ QUAKED*’ INTO THE STREETS 

TO THE EDITOR OF TUB “ EVOLISiniAN ' 

Stn, I think, my experience is ns well worth telling as 

that of many to whom the earthquake, in retrospect, is 
nothing more than an exciting experience 1 was at work 
when the shock came, and it was late before I got 
borne to find my family— a wife and six yonng clnl 3 
dren— sitting outside in tho compound, only partially 
dressed I Will not trouble you with the r experiences,, 
they were rather too exciting But the fact was that tho 
hotiso was just hanging together, nnd to return to it seemed 
impossible I came to think differently a f ter a few days 
Several hours that night were 6pent in driving about town m 
o gan m search of a house I searched every u hero, hut none 
could I find nt a poasiblo rent While out I came across at 
every turn, families whose cry was “ our I ouso is goue and 
none to be lind anywhero ” Well, about ton o clock that 
night a friend was good enough to placo at my dispo al a 
corner of his house Thu at lea«t was slider for my wifo 
nnd two infants, and tho other childrea wore distributed with 
other fnonds As for mysolf I Lad to parade the streets of 
Calcutta till threo AM, when from sheer oxl austiou I crept 
back to my house, oud at tho risk of my nock got out a 
loungo chair on which I passed the rest of tho night in iho 
Open air This performance I repeated for tl rco successive 
nights, going to work during tho day as if nothing happened. 

1 I daro say my omployer thought I had escapod all darai 0 o 

1 f * was bu«y, aud a good deal concerned about so rao cracks 
wo house Meanwhile my house got some patching at 
' of tho laudlord I brou Q ht back my family, andj 
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nt llio present moment we are forced to eat, drink nod steep in 
our small sitting room, our bed nod dining room being qmto 
unfit' for use Wretched as onr present position is, ,t la fnr 
truer than that of many families who to my personal know- 
leas# aro still living in a divided state, unable to return to 
their houses or to get a suitable house for themselves I 
heard with delight oE the offer of the Custom House sheds, 
and like others, I went to see them, but was di appoiuted to 
find that as they stand, they are quite unsuited for the re- 
ception of women and children Do not let it be supposed 
that I had any extravagant ideas Bat some arrange- 
ments aro necessary* for common decency, to say nothing of 
comfort, and to mahe a corner of a shed habitable for a fam- 
ily would entail an outlay of at least Rs 5C — on a place, too, 
that wo would hove to shift from, in a mouth or so 1 fear, 
therefore, that as far as families aro concerned tho offer of 
tko sheds is a failure A lot of men might settle down there, 
or "hake down at little espenso but for families it is hope* 
lo s 

SOOTERKIN’S LANE 


HOMELESS, NOT HOUSELESS 

TO THE EDTIOR or THE “ENOLISHUAN ** 

Sib,— T he scarcity of hoaso accommodation in Calcutta 
contiuuos to prove a matter oE very great anxiety to a largo 
station of the middle class of Europeans and Eurasians, who, 
liho myself, have suffered, and aro still suffering, through tho 
shock of Saturday, tho 12th instant As you know many of 
tin. ru.h people of tho town have had to abandon their shat 
twed houses But the loorcrpeojle whose houses aio in 
tho same phght, cannot afford to move Anyone who 
droi 0 into tho central .ecliou of the town alter tho .hook 
would 1 two .con, on oil tides, group! of women nod elultlrtm 
.,Uto b outside their homes, while the mea ou foot or ... t..c» 
J tun. were hunting all 01 or Calcutta f ot place, of .hotter 
Many of them moicd into empty hoaso,, man; „ en , to lh.ll 
friend*, wlulS tho otLoi, were forced to return to their rnlu> 
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-walls, <Lc , o£ the Oliaroli and Convent are badly cracked, and 
As fclie repairs to tbe same will involve an outlay of at least 
Rs 10,000, 1 beg yon will kindly permit this appeal a small 
space, feeling confident that the public contribita 
their mite towards meeting the expenses I need hardly 
add the blessing that will attend yon and the 
public in helping me in so noble a cause Unfortunately 
there are no funds at my disposal to undertake the re« 
pairs, and my only alternative is to make this appeal tliroagh 
yon with a view to its restoration I will bo grateful for 
any subscriptions that may be gent to me direct dhey mil 
be duly acknowledged 

P M DESILVA, 
Prior of Randal 

Ilnghli, Jnne 18 


DARJILING COMPLETELY CUT OFF. 

TO THE EDITOR Of TOE “ EVOLISHUAY ” 

Sir, — I have jasb heard from my wife from Darjiling, 
dated Thursday night ‘ Still uo nows of yon I am fear- 
fully anxious " And yet I tclographed to her on Saturday, 
just after the oartliquako, and again on Tuesday or Wednes- 
doy , and I have written overy day without fail | Certainly 
tho telegrams wore deferred, bat still ono would have thonght 
they might have roaohod thoir destination Within a day or 
two 

Wo here in Dinajpur have furod as badly as onr 
neighbours My house is partly in ruins and I have had to 
take to tho Circu t IIouso The Collector is boldly banging 
on in his house, two or throe rooms of which aro said to ho 
habitable 

But Ins kitchen camo down with a rnn burying all his 
cooking pot*, so that only one coaid bo found, und bo, poor 
man, was wandering about the station seeking what ho 
could devour The District Superintendent's hoiso looks as 
if it lia l been shelled by the Turks Uo is intents Tho 
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Doctor the earac The Jndgo s cntchorrv has been very badly 
damaged, and is not really safe to work in 

The natives hare suffered ternbly Nearly every lion*o 
is damaged or destroyed The Maharaja’s Raj bar* is a heap 
of ruins Bat m spite oE this and X think it says a groat 
deal for their plnck and loyalty they have pulled themselves 
together and have aR united to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee of Her Most Gracious Majosty Yesterday the pool 
(over 4 000 in number, it is said) were fed, and the Mat araja 
was going among them and attending to their wants, j ist ns 
if nothing whatever bod happened to him This is true grit 
It is a most unfortunate thing that this terrible earth 
quake shoild have come to mar the Xubilee festivities but if 
its effect be to draw us all natives and Europeans, more 
closely together, it will have done some good at least 

R R POPE 

Dmajpur, N B S Ry , June 20 


NEAR BARRACKPUR 

TO THE FDITOK OT THE “ EVCLlSimAV ” 

Sir —When the earthquake began I was sitting on an 
iron bonch on a ghat at my garden m Barrackpnr Trunk 
Road The bench s6emed to bo moved by some body I 
heard a rumbling of the ground, and thought that the gun 
powder wagon was passing along lha Barrackpnr Trunk 
Road My houso awayod about sevon inches Tho floor oE 
the gan verandah collapsed and some of tho walls crackod, 
but no one was injured Tho mango treos rustled together vio 
Jcntly The direction of the vibration was from south west 
to north east There was a pond before me and water began 
to roll to tho brim The current flowed in the above dtroe 
tiou , many fish leaped up There are several damaged 
housos hotweon Barrackpnr Trunk Road, Cornwallis Street, 
Pikopara Baranagore, Bonhugh and Mirzapur Street 
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ANOTHER ACCOUNT FROM SHILLONG 

[from a correspondent ] 

Shillong, Juno 1G 

The earthquake lasted abrrat thirty seconds Every 
pucca house in the place was levolled to the ground, all col- 
lasping like packs of cards, and their corrugated roofs were- 
lying flat upon the ground 

Fortunately nearly everyone was out of doors, or hardly 
0 soul would have been left to tell the tale Some of the es- 
capes were simply miraculous 

X and my wife had driven out to Upper Shillong and 
heard a roar like artillery coming from the south Instantly 
■we were thrown down and saw two bungalows near ns col 
lapsed After ascertaining that no one could be alive in the 
rums, we started to drive back but found the road blocked 
with trees By removing them we managed to proceed driv- 
ing for about two miles, and then found the road almost 
carried away 

We pot out and walked on N-aring Shillong we ex 
pected to find the bridge carried away but fortunately it was 
standing though shortly afterwards it was carried away by 
the floods. 

We hero met my daughter on her bicycle, wbo Imd come- 
to meot us, and told us the others of our family were safe 

Everyone now assembled on the cricket ground and took 
ref ego from tho ram in the wooden cricket shed that had 
remained standing 

We passed the mght m a terrible state, every moment 
rushing onfc as each fresh shod occurrad expecting the shed 
to come down Two or throe toots were put up by the 
Qhurkas above Moere, aud some of u« took refoge in them 
until tie morawg S-oma stores were produced fra as a rained 
liouso and wo lit a fire and cooked some food Tho ram 
poured down all Sunday and the stream alongside was a 
raging torrent Wbon tho eadhquako occurred my little girl 
was on her pony and had only just crossed tho bund at tho 
end of the lake when tho whole bund disajpeared and th'o 
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laVo rushed down the hill ia one mass One man who was 
fishing reached the tank with the greatest difficulty Jt was 
ivot until Monday morning that people began to move about 
and visit their homes to find nothing but rums 

Some have procured tents and the Gurkhas havo erected 
huts in aotno compounds, but wo have all to sleep on tbo 
g-ound or on mattraseas fished out from tbo ruins 

Constant shocks have been experienced ever since 
Saturday, but they aro becoming less severe and at longer 
intervals 

The native bazar 19 in rams and it is believed that tboro 
is only sufficient nee lor a few days' supplies and tents aro 
urgontly required 

Dr Campbell has been untiring m his efforts and Gene- 
ral Hammond and Mr Corkery have all worked hard Colonel 
Maxwell was also conspicnons and Captain Chatterton 1 as 
earned golden opinions by his efforts, and the Gurkhas behav- 
ed splendidly Ab I wrote on "Wednesday, the ICtb, wo shall 
have occasional shocks, but overyono is brightening up anil 
things look moro cheerful, espec ally as wo havo nows that 
the telegraph lino is restored to Gauhati, 

Wo havo still no nows from Calcutta and until we know 
the extont of the disaster wo shall bo in great anxiety — L K. 

EARTHQUAKES AND POST OFHCES 

TO TIIE EDITOR OF TIIE “ ENOLISIIMAV.” 

Sir,— Ton already know that the town of Gauhati was 
dostrovod on the 12th instant by a shock of earthquake Tho 
inhabitants of tbo placo have lost most of their property, and 
are, moreover, most anxions for Dews of thoir friends and. 
property in other ports of tbo country 

Tho Assam mail which left Calcutta on the I2th m«tant 
lias not, naturally enough owing to the break up of tho 
Jnttrnpur lino reached us , Irat why havo tbo mails of tbo fol- 
lowing days not reached us ? 

IM ilio mail of llm 11th ton sont via Gnalundo, tvo 
should have received it cn lao 17th, hut on that day no mails 
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arrived On the 18th al*o no mail come to hand, but on 19th 
the mail from England was delivered, bat no mail from 
Calcutta 

We lire m hopes that one may come in to day, bat on? 
Confidence in the Postal authorities at Calcutta Las received 
almost as severe a shook as our poor town has from 

LARlHQUdKE 

Gaahati Jane 20. „ 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 44 iVOLISIIMAV ' 

Sm,— Many side lights will appear with reference to the 
recent earthquake, lights which will thro v a halo over 
some devoted heads 

On Saturday evening last I was passing St Mary’s Houeo 
of Charity m Slarquu Street, and seeing that a portion of the 
honso had fallen, I walhod in and after a few minutes saw 
Dr Coraley, who had ju«t tome down from the upper storey. 
It appears that eighty poor people of all ages are provided for 
in the house, and tho datnago done is severe cnongli to require 
Rs 5,000 to effect tho necossary ropairs Tho inmates were all 
in tho compound near the road, and throagh the praiseworthy 
cxcitions of Miss Alice Coroley, those who had ueen in the 
rooms which utterly collapsed, woro saved just in time 

The house is very much dama 0 ed, and tho largo numbor 
of inmates aro squeezed into three rooms on tho ground floor 
One big dinner on Jubilee Day is very good m its way, but 
cases like tho above appeal much more strongly to tho good 
will of the public I bog to enclose a chequo for Rs 100, nud 
I only appeal to tho public to send in what they cau Sup- 
pose 03 charitable peoj la soi-d in Rs 50 each, or double that 
number Ua 2o each The poor will bless them 

T K 

ARE BENGAL EARTHQUAKE INCREASING 
IN SI U RlfY 

TO TUB EDITOR Of TLfc ‘ lAOUSlIMO " 

Pm — ]t 1 as been auggestoj tl at tho shocks we 1 avo had 
hero m Calcutta in ttccnt liuitis 1 avo shown a steady ten deny 
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to incrcaso in point of seventy, each being rather worse than 
the last One cannot help thinking it is so, bat it Is ]ast one 
of loose matters in which it is hazardous to be positive or to 
trust solely to memory. At any rate, it justifies one in saying 
that the Government Meteorological Department should bo 
far better equipped than it is in regard to seismometer, etc It 
there is any part of India in which these convulsions may be 
expectedxt is Bengal and Assam And if there is any reason 
to suppose that onx earthquake shocks bave shown a tendency 
to increase in seventy, the sooner the Meteorological Depart- 
ment is put on a sounder footing the better. 

I read somewhere long ago that in the more volcanic parts 
of Japan, an ordiuary horseshoe magaet is used to gn e earth- 
quake warning* They behave that just before “ a real bad”' 
quake the magnet loses its lifting power ^nd that the armature 
(or keeper t specially if slightly weighted, than drops off.. 
Knowing this, upon reaching home on the 12th I examined 
both my horseshoe magnets,— one a small one, and the other 
six or seven inches long They had not lost their Idling 
power at any rate, their a-matnres had not dropped off, and 
as they bang free, in a locked almirah, there was no doubt 
about it 1 must e ay I was a little disappointed for X expedt^ 
ed to Gnd the armatures bed dropped t 

At iho tame time my magnets were not weighted, and £ 
do not know how the Jspauese hang theirs, bat this, again, is 
a point to which attention might be given. Did anyone 
observe if the keeper of a suspended horseshoe magnet drop- 
ped off before or during the last earthquake ? Personally, I 
should bo more d sposed “ to go” by a magnet than by Venua. 
and her sister planets, though; if Mr Liotard’s sole reason for 
seeking another Lonse was his forecast, based on planetary 
aspects, then one can only say there may be something im 
meteorological astrology 

OBSERVER. 

' Calcutta, 3 nne 22 
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TIMING A MINOR SHOOK. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TOE “ E’JOtlSnMA’* " B 

S,R,— With reference to your paragraph m your issue of 
to day a paper that a alight -hock ot earthquako took place 
yesterday evening, no can corroborate the fact, for one of onr 
regulators in position of north and south ceased working ot 
24 minutes past seven, showing the direction of the earth* 
quake to ba east and west 

COOK AND KELVEY 

Calcutta, June 23 


BAN ARES EXEMPT FROM EARTHQUAKES 

TO THE EDIlOR jT THE “ ENQLISHUAV ” 

Sib, — T our article of the 18th instant is very spgge«tive, 
and l hope the attention of scientists will be directed to tho 
cause or causes of this phenomenon I should mention hers 
that these several earthquakes have occurred within the past 
half century I believe an account of all the earthquakes that 
have occurred during tho time of the English Government 
may he found in a papoc written by the late lamented Mr T. 
Oldham Director of the Geological Survey of Ind a I recol- 
lect three or four occurrences of the kind taking place be 
tween 1811 to 1835, but in no instance did the shock exceed a 
few seconds They were sharper, and more violent, bnt of 
very short duration Tho Bansal guns, about which much Las 
been written m the Journa s and Proceedings of the Asiatic 
Society, prove that there is some volcanic action goings ou 
below tbe land or the Bay But with the exception cf that 
periodically recurring phenomenon there is nothing to show 
that the Delta or the Continent of India is subject to earth- 
quakes You may be aware that the Hindus, especially the 
orthodox classes, have a notion that Benares, the City of 
Bissesswar, the God of Destruction, one of their Trinities, is 
never waited by an earthquake The myth has been exploded 
by the recent disaster, but the fact remains that the city has 
never been damaged by earthquake shocks It is said that 
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Iho Isagaraj which supports the earth on It 13 heads never 
dares to move it from ono of his holds to another for fear 
of^lnva, the presiding diety of the city Benares has been de- 
vastated from time to tune, more by the hands of the Mlethas 
than by the freaks of nature From Mamud Gazam down to 
the great Iconoclast Aurangzeb and Katapahar, the town had 
been destroyed over and over H a aiu, bnt not a pnnnacJo or 
turret has ever been broken by earthquake Such is the 
legend o? Brmduban, Mathura and other holy places 2 ho 
marvellous temple of Gonujeo, all but Wrecked by tho 
Jdohamedan marauders, *as novor damaged by onrthquako 
This shows that mother Bharatbarslu ( India ) lias beon 
outraged by the baud of man more than by the action of 
nature Yet tho importanco of a scientific enqurry, such as 
you suggest, is surpassing 

G D BYSACK 

3, By sack s Lane, June 17 


STORY Or DISASTER FROM SYLHCT 
to the EorroB or Ttie “ lnolisituam ” 

Sib, — Tho enclosure is an extract from a letter, dated 12th 
instant, from a tea gardou manager living in Sylhet I send 
it to you as an interesting illustration of the violence ot tho 
shocks experienced iu some places during the recent earth- 
quake, and I would commend the attention of tho postal 
authorities to the date I received the letter to day 

The confiding writer says — “ I would write to— also 
but it is late, and I want this to go away by the early post " 

X 

“ I think I have now got my nerves back to write a letter 
to you You will have got my wire re the eaithquake For 
all the 17 years that I have been out hero, I have never felt 
anything bo awful From a little Bee clock that 1 found 
among the Afrit , which had stopped at the time of the earth- 
quake, the time was 4 40 P u 
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« The wh&\a c>t out fine puccn bungalow is m ruint, not 
-a wall standing As you know tbcro ftro iron columns 
throughout ovary 10 toot, so tho roof «Iil not come down 
Bat tho walls ui falling down have broken evorjr bit of our 

furniture, at least what can bo seen of it, for most of it is 

bar ed undor bricks I hanpenod to bo haring tea in tho 
front verandah, and ha I to hold on to one of tho iron 
'columns nntil l saw that I must clear for my life Tho 
bungalow swnyel from four to Geo foot, nnd it appeared 
to mo to sway from south to north I jnmped oft tho 
aerandah nnd was immediately knocked down ns far ns the 
socond torraco in front of thobmgnlnw It was ^ntto imjios* 
sihle to keep ono’s feet Tho whole of tho bnngalow hill was 
on tho swing to such an extent that tho actnal ground split 
opon 1 he pacca stablos nro also in ruin and likowiso tho 
pucca cook house Tho liorsoi, I think, am all right they 
may bo bruise 1, bat from what I saw of thorn they were all 
tight The tea homo is very nearly m tho sarao state, but 
standing some of the walls nro down nnd other* in n very 
unsafe condition Tho iron columns held it up As luck 
woald hn\e it, work was Gmshel early and tho sorting women 
wore just about to learo thoy got out in timo Tho machin 
ery has escaped uninjured, but I have to Cud out to morrow 
if it will work, after I have cleared away tho debnt 


STOPPAGE OF COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ENOLlSnMiS ” 

Sir, — I am writing this m the hope it may reach yon in 
the course oE the year It i* now a full week suite a coj y of 
the Fngltthman has boan seen up in this district, and needless 
to say we up in the mofnssil aro anxious for nows of the out- 
side world Have tho Post Office author ties all gone to 
Simla and given ap work m the plains as-a-bad job ? Surely 
bv tlus time something could have been arranged, so that 
1=U«» and papers could be delis erod There can bo no doubt 
that tl e damage done bj the earthquake I a. b en most serious 
notonl, at headquatters, but ap here, buogalosvs, tea houses, 
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rttl.or.rg bomm., nro do.ru , l.ut I will gawmleo tint tin 
u.nnl tontine oE work nor running nmoolMy again wiibln 
twenty four lour, W l.J ? Bochum., n oora.no.. or garden tea 
planter lias learned to roly on l.imsel! it 1! not n caso ot 

llitkum pa; a mi or thihim hcmeic hat mi lartga 

Tor Iho last tl.reo day. I lraro .ent a special messenger to 
the Post Office, and he has co.no back always nth b.s answer. 
* The dlk may bo in to morrow or th 0 ueit day ” Tilts is 
most sn'listactory Eron the only telegraphic commnn.cnt.nn 
open is the Assam Bengal Ita.lway bno wli.cl. is a pr.ralo 
company and not Oorernme. t . 1 snpposo when the Bengali 
Babas in clinrgo are able to sit down and smoko their hoolaa 
and chew pan again without tear, wo shall haro onr litters 


mid papers again 


JOHN BREST 


Hmjagoa Kajaldorn P. 0 , Juno 19 


' A BABB'S HEPLECTIONS 

TO THE IDLTOlt OF Tilt " EM3LIBIIMAN ” 

«5 IKj _I gtve a short extract from au officitl roport re- 
garding tho earthquake ia Rangpar which may interest your 
readers Tho extract has its ludicrous as woll as its serious 
8 ,de The Babu’s closing reflections are evidently tho results 
of tho intense excitement of tho moment 

0 A. MARTIN 

Darjiling, Juno 22 v 

“Innumerable building'*, specially of more than ono 
storey have boon dismantled, with many human beings crush- 
ed underneath The surface of the soil had many wide and 
deep cracks, through which liquid sand poured forth like so 
many springs of water Many animals, including horses, were 
engulfed where theso cracks opened wide suddenly beneath 
their feet while fastened in their stablo Similar and other 
horrible scenes quite stunned tho people of the town in o 
minute or two, and I am at a loss ; to understand why the 
Creator delights in destroying simultaneously, and in numbers 
His own creatures wbu-h when they were sept to the world 
wiere seffn hot to come together * 
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IIOttSE AUOmTFOTUUE IN CALCUTTA 

to the cpitob or the “ tsousiuuv ” 

Sm,— Tho recent cirthquako place! us within a moasur* 
able (lintaaco of a gru »t call mty, and had tho shock Kite 1 a 
iW second* longer, or had it occnrro l at night* tUo loss of 
life might have been di nitrous. Tho earth *j unko of 18^7 is 
the second within a detain, and it appear* tint nil bail ilora 
mutt now rocogmte that oarthriaakns nro n possiblo factor in 
designing bouses for Calcutta Will yon, therefore, permit 
mo to tender sotno nlvico to hoitc owners an l others who arc 
occopiod just now to csti unting tho slops to bi taken toropair 
damages, aiul tho possiblo risks arising from cricks m l other 
nlnrming results of tho shocks Tho da nagos done wilt 
coroo under ouo or othor of tho folio ring cn^egouos — 

1 Tho case of walls winch ato subitanttally oat of 
plumb or which have bn l god Sack walls nro unsafo and 
must bo dismantled an 1 rebuilt, and in rebuilding much care 
mast be taken to boud thorn, well into cross walls, and at 
least 10 to 15 feet of tho cross walli with which they aro 
connected should bo dismanttod and rob silt also 

2 Another very common caso is w hero from bad build- 
ing or bad materials or both, tho front wall is torn away from 
tho cross walls of tho main buldiig leaving dangorons 
looking cracks at the corners Although tho front wall may 
not ba out of plumb m all such casos, I advise that it el oald 
bo taken down, and ia rebuilding, It should bo well bonded 
into the cross walls 

3 The third class of cases is most common, namely, 
where cracks lmve occurred over doorways, and in most case* 
these cracks entail rebuilding the archways, nnl tho wall over 
the arch vays up to Boor or roof level In rebuilding the arches 
they should he made semi circular and not segmental, and 
a wood or iron lintel extending woll into the masonry 
should bo fixed above the doorway to carry the brickwork 
between the arch and the cho vkat Whenever s ach cracks 
have occurred the walls should be strengthened with through 
tho bolts of wiot iron or steel about two inches m dnmekr 
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with substantial beads of cast iron at the roof, and floor 
levels extending - to the outer walls of the building. The nso 
of segmental arches over doorways should be prohibited. 

4. The use of heavy cornices and balustrades should bo 
discouraged, and in my opinion in all bouses of more than 
one Btorey in Calcutta through ties should be introduced 
longitudinally and transversoly at the roof and floor levels 
whethej they have suffered from the past earthquake or not 
as a precautionary measure. 

5. Light porches and hanging verandahs should invari- 
ably be strongly tied to the main building by iron ties. 

6. When superficial repairs are being carried out, and 
cracks which affect tho stability of the bnilding are being 
simply plastered over, tlie case should bo reported to mo for 
such action as may be possible to the Corporation under tho 
present Act. 

It would bo impossible with any hopo of useful result to 
appoint an entirely untrained staff of overseers to inspect for 
ouy la^ge number of house damaged. All w« can hope to do 
with the present staff is to deal with bouses which are danger- 
ous on thoroughfares, and for the rest we must trust to tho 
public protecting themselves by making representations to the 
Corporation whon such cases will be dealt with as far as pos- 
sible and inquired into. 

A. HUGHES, 

Chief Engineer, Corporation. 

Calcutta, June 27. 


AN EARTH QUAKE REMINISCENCE, 
xw iffir eurrvnr or nnr ■** ra^rcnrtrirxfr. ” 

Sin, — The accompanying, taken from “ Three Tears of a 
Wanderer's Life," by J. E. Keene, which I was reading yester- 
day, may be of interoit at the present moment. Keane gives 
a personal incident connected with Calcutta that occurred in 
1885 — ** A most odd mischance happened to me iu Calcutta 
ou this visit. Crossing tho Hugbli ono day in a small 
djnghy,* I passed closo undor the stern of a steamer 
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TIIE rAUTHQUAEC OP 173V 

TO tne EDITOR Of THE “ EK0LI3HMAV ” . 

Sir,— When the P and O Company’s S S Oriental frdEi 
^London dropped her auchor off Aden wo wore startled with 
Vhat nai then tbonglit a rather sensational telegram anuounc 
Tag the dest-nction o£ lunnmorablo houses and mauy cliarch 
steeples iu Calcutta, hat passing throngh the unfortunate city 
Tv few days thereafter I saw sufficient to convince me that the 
wiro had not exaggerated the situation Ono of your con- 
temporaries remarked gravely that Calcutta was the la t place 
where t>uo would expect to fiud seismic phenomena occurring. 
That Calcutta has suffered from severe earthquakes is well 
known to us who 1 avo to reside in Bengal, hut it may never- 
theless be of interest to the general reader to have n des- 
cription of the appalling cyclone and earthqnuko which almost 
desolated Calcutta exactly ono hundred and sixty years ago 
The following extract is from a “ Typographical and Hi&ton 
cal Sketch of Calcutta,” which originally appeared m the 
'Saturday Journal — 

“ In 1737 occurred the terrible cyclone and earthquake 
which well mgh devastated Calcutta, and which is thus suc- 
cinctly described m the Gentleman's Magazine of 183S o9 In 
the night between the 11th and 12th Octooer, there happened a 
furious hnmeano at the mouth of tho Ganges, which reached 
sixty leagues up the nvbr There 'was at the same time a 
violent earthquake, which threw down a great many houses 
along tho river side In Galgotra alone, a port belonging to 
the English, two hundred houses were thrown down, and the 
high and magnificent steeple of tlie English Church sank into 
the ground without breaking It is computed that twenty thous- 
and ships, barks, sloops, boats, canoes, &c , have been cast away. 
Of i me English ships then in the Ganges, eight were lost and 
most of the crews drowned Barks of sixty tons were blown 
two leagues up into the land over the tops of high trees of 
four Batch ships m the river three were lost nth their men 
and cargoes ILwty thousand lonls are said to 1 ave |en 1 ed, 
The water rose forty feet higher than usual m tne uange* 
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“• The steeple referred to is that of the Old St John’s 
Church of 171 C, before mentioned, and winch was never 
replaced ” 

Perhaps a few m oro particulars regarding this Church 
may not bo oat of placo hero, so I shall quote again 
from my Skthh of Calcutta page 27 — “ The first* Church of 
Calcutta^was built in I71G , it is situated* to the south of the 
Old I ort and west of Writers’ Buildings Tho Freemasons 
chiefly contributed funds towards its orection, and it was at 
their suggestion designated St John’s Church The Gospel 
Propagation Society prosontod a splendid silver mag nod the 
Christian knowledge Society also aided in tho good work 
It appears to havo been a fine structure, and liad a- 
magnificent stocplo The first Chaplain of it was pro- 
bably tho Rovd Snmuol Brcreton, who may bo mentioned: 
rw tho earliest Chaplain m Calcutta, as his namn occurs in the 
records as far hack as 1709 But, as a Chaplain was not 
always obtatnahla for tho Church, on account of deaths, a. 
sum of Us COO was allowed annually to a merchant— a 
Cirilinn of somo years’ standing— to porform Divino Service 
tboro on Sundays ” 

I may hero add that, to that distinguished officer, Colonol 
R Baird Smith, of tho llongal Euginoors, is duo tho crodit of 
bomg tho first to record and analyze tho phonoracna of Indian, 
earthquakes, Vida Jour At Soc , B XII 25S> 1 029, XIII, 9G-4, 
XIV GO-i Tho terrible oarthqaaho which occurrod m 
Chittagong on Uio 2nd April, 17G2, recorded at somo length 
by Sir Charlos Lycll m his M Principles of Geology ” was also 
felt at Calcutta 

Hero, at Khulna, I am glad to bo able to say that tho 
cartliquako docs not appear to b&vo dono any appreciable 
damage to any of tho Government building 4 , otc This house 
has reaped with only a fow superficial cracks on tho roof, 
and I 1 car that tho M 1 lliott Clock" {which is placed 
on a lower oicr tho Cnil Courts’ Buildings, and was 
presented by Hr J Rudd Ramey to commemmora'o tho 



( 320 ) 

Imro stood the shock of tins Inst earthquake without a crack, 
but which nevertheless nro simply so much money wasted 
But if the position is the reverse, then the sooner the pubhc 
learns tlio truth the better 

PUZZLED 

Calcutta, Juno 29 


SITE OP SHILLONG 

TO TIIE EDITOR Of THE “ ENOUSHMAV ” 

Sm,— Now that the earthquake has utterly destroyed 
Shillong, would it not bo as well befoio moucy is expended 
on rebuilding, to consider the question as to the beat silo for 
the GlueE Civil Station oE the Chief Commissionerslup of 
Assam SlulloJgis a most imccos«iblo place, and conse- 
quently very expensive for its residents It is a long distance 
of any portion of the As«am Bengal Railway, nnd thcie is no 
chance of any other Railway coming to Shillong Surely 
some good site might be chosen either on or near to the A 
and B Railway on the North Cachar bills There are said 
to be places here that would be very suitable as to climate 
nnd with n small rainfall Tho advantages to the province 
would bo enormous, enabling the Chief Commissioner to get 
expeditiously from end to end of Ins province and facilitating 
administration in every way At present the province is with- 
out a sanitarium that can bo reached without A fatiguing or 
perhaps impossible journey to some Government by this 
course would be gamers by getting a new district opened out, 
and consequently the Ian! revenue would be largely increased 
The A B Railway would gam also by a large increase of 
traffic, as planters and others who now find it impossible to 
visit Shillong, owing to the long time consumed m travelling 
backwards and forward-, would tboa bo able to enjoy a hill 
cliniato for a few days frequently. 


Cachar, June 2p 


A SPICER 
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A McOABE MEMORIAL 

tO THE EDITOR OS' THE " ENOMSHUAN *’ 

StR, — The many friends of Mr McCabe in Assam will, t 
am sure, a3 soon as Shillong is rebuilt, unite to pat up some 
monument to his name Those who knew him most intimate* 
ly will also know the wide circle of acquaintances ho had, 
mid will not grudge that the first suggestion should come 
from a Bengal Civilian, for there were many men who know 
and Uked Ins kindly, genial, and generous character It will 
perhaps be appropriate that our friends in Assam, and parti- 
cularly in Shillong, should be reminded of the sympathy felt 
for them in many a station in Bengal, not merely in tho 
wreck of their houses, but in tbo loss of one so deservedly 
admired. I shall bo glad to send my subscription of Rs 10 

W. H LEE 


TELEGRAPHS IN ASSAM 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE * ENGLISHMAN ” 

Sift,— As many of yonr correspondents complaiu tho 
Telegraph Department seem to have completely lost their 
beads in the recent earthquake Two days and font days 
afterwards, t e ,14th and lGth, I had occasion to send telegrams 
to Dhubn those woro accepted without a murmur and wore 
both delivered late on the night of tho 25th They referred to 
absconding coolies, and I now hoar that had I written instead 
of telegraphing the men would have been caught As it is 
tboy have “made their lucky,” and probably this estate will 
bs minus Borne bis hundred rupees Had tho Telegraph people 
bad the courtesy to send out notices that telegrams could not 
be transmitted, or had ovon posted them or even refused them, 
this loss would not have accruod As it was we were all 
under tho impression that tho wiros had been opened up, 
and were disposed to give the Department great credit for 
their energy. 


Assam, Jaly 2. 


AGRICOLA. 
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ATPEA.RANOE OP THE MOON. 

TO THE EDIT03 Of THQ “ ENGLISHMAN,'* 

Sis,— As all points in connection with the recent earth* 
quake are interesting, may I a*k yonr tenders if auy^ of thetn 
noticed a green appearance of the moon the day before or on 
the 12th Jane. An old servant told me jast aftor tho quake 
that the moon had been “ green" the evening before. I at- 
tached no importance to tho remark, bat since on reading 
Kerbeck’fl report on Krakatoa (1883) published by tho Nether- 
lands Government, I find that both sun and moon assumed 
tints of green and blue due to And particles of dost, eto. 

VERDANT. 

Bnxar, Jnly 7. 

EARTHQUAKE DATA AND THC BAIUSAL GUNS. 

TO THE EDITOR Of TflE “ ENGLISHMAN." 

Sm,— I would ask once more for tbe favour of yoaf 
assistance, in the first place, to convey my thanks to the 
numerous respondents to my former appeal for the informa- 
tion regarding tbe earthquake of 12th Juno. These have 
been too numerous to acknowledge in detail. In the second 
place I have to appeal for assistance in procuring a record 
of tho gradual dying out of tho seismic activity of 
■which the great earthquake was the principal manifestation. 

It would have beea unreasonable to ask for a careful 
reoord of shocks to be kept immediately after the earthquake 
when everyone was mainly occupied in arranging forth© 
comfort and security of themselves and their families, but if 
any one has kept such a record, however imperfect, I would be 
grateful for a copy of It. I would also ask for tho assistance 
of correspondents in Assam and those parts of Bengal where 
earthquakes are still being felt. I shall.be pleased to furnish 
any one, who is prepared to assist, with postcards to be 
despatched once a week, with the particulars of all earth- 
quakes felt during the week. 

Many of my correspondents have remarked on the fre- 
quency of tho sounds known as Barisal guns since the earth- 
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qnal co, even in places where they were not commonly heard 
before. I should be grntofnl for any information on 
this point. The causa of the “ Barisal guns" is a voiod 
quest#*!, and thongh they have been supposed to bo of eels* 
mio-rlgio, no definite evidence of this has hithorto bean re- 
corded. The present is a unique opportunity for collecting 
such, and I would be glad to hear if any of your subscribers 
have noticed a connection between the gnns and tho recent 
earthquakes, or an nunsnal prevalence of these sounds since 
tho 12th Jana. 

B. D. OLDHAM, 
Officiating Director, Geological Survey of India. 


CAUSATION OF EARTHQUAKES. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE " ENOl.^S^BIAH. ,, 

Sis,— I think it is generally believed that oarthquaKes and 
tolcanoes are allied phenomena. The surface of the sun ij in 
constant agitation, and every 11 or 12 years cyclonic waves 
convulse her photosphere causing matter at times to be eject- 
ed] 350,000 miles into space. Similarly immense areas of 
Jupiter and Saturn tho younger and more semi-fluid planets 
are frequently affected by prodigions threes from within and 
upheavals which bulge out many miles above the surface. And 
the huge red or ruddy prominences, permanently visible in 
Jupiter, may be glowing matter upheaved daring tho convul- 
sions to shrink and form immense mountain chains. The 
main factor in forming the variations of fha landscape and 
tho undulations on the surfaces of the globes is shrinkage. It 
also appears to me that the matallio vapours that aro forced up 
through tho pores of tho earth daring its contractions wkieh 
condense before they arrive from keroaine oil, 

J • E. MQNIER. 

E. I, R. Chord Lino, Madhnp^r. 



( S24 ) 

THE OLD BAKDEL CHURCH 

TO TEE EDITOP OF TEE u ENOLISEUAH " 

Sie, — I thank you very sincerely for the kindness Jon 
did ma in publishing my appeal to the public for funds for 
the restoration of the Banda! Church, which suffered so badly 
during the late arthquake 1 gratefully ^acknowledge the 
receipt of liberal subscriptions from even non-Cathohcs 
in response to my appeal to repair one of Q the oldest 
Christian edifices m India, and I am proud that no reli- 
gions bigotry or sentiments have influenced any of fie 
generous gentlemen on whom I have called for help My 
duties at Bandel are pressiug, and I am unablo to spare 
much lime to call upon all gentlemen, but if anyone is 
disposed to contribute to the repairs of the venerable pile 
and the holy shnno of which I have the high privilege of 
being in ebargo I shall be grateful if they will send me their 
contribution addressed either to tho Prior of the Bandel 
Church, Hughli, or the Superior of the Portuguese Mission 
in Calcutta (Bow Bazar) All subscriptions arc acknowledged 
in tho Catholic weekly, the Indo-European Correspondence 
P. M da SILVA, 
Prior, Bandel Church. 

Bandol, Hughli, July 11 * 


APPEARANCE OF THE MOON. 

TO TEE EDITOR OF TED “ EMIEISHMAN ” 

Sir, — I can Corroborate the statement of “ Vordant” in 
your issue of the 9th instant regarding tho grocn appearance 
of tho moon It was observed by mo at about sundown on the 
6th ultimo Tho moou was screened by a thin misty cloud of 
a faint pinkish colour, and behind this it appeared of a 
greenish colour Tho disaster occurred about tho first quarter 
of tljo moon lho earthquake of the 12th ultimo was felt here 
at I 37 J* ji The motion was distinctly undulatory, lasting 
about three minutes, bavn g no pendulum clock to indicate 
t! o direction I looked about mo afterwards on sundry 
brackets to seo if any small articlo bad fallen, but such frtrf 
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being the case, the seismic wavo mast Imvo boon slight I 
remained in my room watching tho undulatory motion of the 
rtfantlepiece and tho stone shelves in a recess in the masonry* 
I was at the sarao time exchanging remarks with my daughter® 
in the next room, who called out to mo to know if I felt my 
bed Bhaho I cried to them to run out into tho compound* 
but they replied that they wero in dishabille 

. JUMNA, 

Allahabad, July 10 


THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE KHASI AND 
JAINTIA HILLS 

[FROM our OWN CORRESPONDENT 3 
"Writing again from Sundye in the lamtia Hills to a 
■tfoirespondoaf in Cachar, Mr Brownlow gives some further 
particulars of the damage cauaod by the earthquake in thoso- 
parts as follows “ The losses about Cherropunji wero exagger- 
ated bat have been heavy Cherra itself is a perfect wreck " 
Dr G says 11 The whole Nongsowha Hill will novar be safo 
again it is grauaally eliding down Tho road skirting 
Cherra village is nearly all gono and parts of Hongrun ar& 
falling down every day, and many times a day with every 
shake and every show®- wo get ’ Sheila simply tumbled inta 
the valley, as did Nongnm and most of Sobar Tho village of 
Laitiam was buried with 85 souls In tho coal mines about 
22 workers lie entombed “ I fool Bomowbat npprohensivo 
about Chittagong Thecontro of disturbance has changed, 
and appears to have moved on a parallol lmo further ahouth 
and nearer that place We just catch tho edge of disturb* 
anco now, and hear the ramble distinctly going underneath 
and to the south Sometimes, whon prepared by rnmblo for a 
‘■hock, we fail to feel it, or just feol a grind which scarcely 
amounts to movement ’ 

“ Tho water disappear® [off tho Sylhst plains liko magio 
after the great shock L and I made a careful scrutino 
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of the plains about half an hour after it and failed to see any, 
except just one large paddle, although before the shock cam 
there was a very fair show of water. 6 

11 Jeeban Bai (retired Extra Assistant Commissioner), 
■was killed, we hear, at Shillong when his house fell. 

“ July 14 —We continue to get slight shocks of earth- 
quake, mostly in the early morning. If anything they are 
slightly more powerful than they were for three seeks after 
the great shock.” 

A three-storeyed house, No. 8 Kyd Street, is in as bad a 
condition as any in Calcutta, Mr. Bred Drew, Mrs. Drew, 
and au infant daughter occupied the middle flat, Mr. Sexton 
the lower, and Mr. H. iterating Green the upper flat. The 
building is riddled with cracks. Two gaping openings in the 
eastern portion run from the roof to the ground. The resid- 
ents had to turn out, and were greatly indebted for the 
generous aid rendered by the residents of Nos. II and 11*1, 
Kyd Street, and by Superintendent Davis, of the Park Street 
Thana. The house was expected to fall at any moment. At 
the two houses named some of the furniture was taken in, and 
the Drew family and Mr. Green were put up for the night, 
while Mr. Davis offered a temporary residence and lent mfen to 
guard the place and help to secure oarts and coolios. 


SHILLONG REDIVIVUS. 

(from CUE OWH COB EE SFOX DENT) 

Shillong, July 31, 

Letters come to ns from all directions, saying, “ Send ns 
more news of Shillong.” In one of tny former letters I said 
that the tale of the disaster was told in a few words, but the 
hardships and difficulties would Ell a volume. Troubles do not 
come singly, for now, I regret to say, that there is much 
sickness in our midst. Exposure, even so bravely borne, is not 
without its ill-effects. Whooping cough has brokenont among 
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the fchildren and is spreading fast from camp" lo camp SCito8 
four or five ladies ore laid low with typhoid fever, two of 
whom are Miss Hammond and Miss Spencer, daughter of 
Colonel Spencer, 17th B I. Thera nr a also soma isolated 
cases of influenza These are tho after effects of exposure aud 
bad living and the dnnking of impure water consequent on 
tho destruction of all the bouses and water works m Shillong* 
Doctors Campbell and Parry are kept busier than ever 

Tho father is urw more settled and Sue, and most of 
us are enjoying camp and basha life, so far as the villainies o 
the Shillong servants will permit Ooolio labour is ao high 
ly paid that servants prefer it, and without warning desert 
Us The romedy seems a simple one, but probably not until 
those m places of authority sulfur annoyance will the evil be 
remedied The workman’s hammer is busily and somewhat 
noisoly demonstrative on all 6ides, and tho result 13 a number 
of tidy little basli as, and if those duellings outwardly xtr 
somble farm shed# at home the inside of them is a pleasing 
contrast where fomtmne skill and ingenuity have been ox- 
ercised with good effect All praise is due to Mr Walts, 
P W. D , for bis unfailing kindness in meeting the wants and 
wishes of tho bomoless. A basha church is in conrs 0 
of erection It has boen designed by Mr. Arundell, and 
under his clover and personal direction is fast assuming 
shape The Cricket Pavilion, which proved so service- 
able m our honr of need, 13 still transformed bi-weekly 
into a church, and perhaps associations and circumstances 
lend additional interost to the services 

Frequent seismic shocks continue but are comparatively 
slight Ono, however, at 11 p si last night, was sufficient to 
awake sleepers aud another at G 1 i« this morning served as 
a summons to chota hazrt I hear tl at my little tale of tho 
various rums here has given satisfaction, so X continue wbat 
little there is to tell Foornon, " recently occupied by 
Colonel Macgrogor, was fortunately untonauted at the time of 
the earthquake, for like all bouses on high ground it has 
*u2ered'oomplelo destruction, o-*)y a heap of stones contrast 
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y&infully with the pretty compound around “ Mansfield, ” 
also at thu time untenanted, formerly the residence of Mr 
Faulkener, A B R * is also only a heap of stones over which 
the thatch roof in one broken mass remains. The cottago 
attached to ‘Mansfield,” a more kutcha erection, has its ekra 
Walls left standing the plaster completely gone, while 
the Chimney in falling shattered the roof and floor, and tho 
stone foundation is wrecked to its base Mr Strachey’a 
house 11 Rosewood," has shared tho common fate ° Tho roof 
of the cottage alone remains intact, shielding the rnins over, 
which it has collapsed from further damago The compound, 
With its many tents, is like gipsy encampment, and for these 
tents the occupants of “ Rosewood," were glad to relinquish 
the servants 1 houses in which for 6omo weeks after the 
earthquake they were located 

The ruins of the once picturesque houses of Captain Lock 
and Mr Potinger, situated on little hill tops, are very un* 
Bightly, tro traco remaiqs of their former usefulness Great 
difficulty has been found in oxcavating tho ruins, needless, 
therefore, to say that personal loss is very great *' La 
Chauimete,” the once beautiful residenco of Mr Way, is a 
sad sight The ascending roadway to it is badly fissured 
As one approaches the tram garden raise a hope that tho 
house has oscap-d, hut the shock is all the greater when tho 
last bend is rounded to see only a disorderly mass of stones 
fl ho cottage and tennis ground share a similar fate fences 
arc uprooted, and the compound is badly fissured 

Mrs Watts and the children wero in doors at tho time 
but rushed out at the first rumbling of the carlhqnako and 
escaped unhurt Tho house formerly occupied by General 
Jennings and at present by Mr Heaven is anothor complets 
rum, but the corrugated roof did good service in shielding the 
ruins and all thoy contained from being further damaged by 
rain Mr Willson’s houses are all completely ruined 

We hear of enterprising proprietors who arc already pro 
tmod to rebuild and of one or more house holders > who^ are 



t ■{ 329 ') 

lining at a valuation to take oyer ike ruins and rebuild Uiqiu 
themselves, as otherwise t lh«lland -will lapse to Government. 
So we look forward to seeing Shillong, itself , again, and 
rejotca that ■ all anggestions '<to V, abolish Shillong”, firo -dis- 
regarded, i > 1 c 

An attempt is being made to revive recreations for -winch 
since tho gisaster, people hove boem disinclinod :Polo now 
takes place twice weekly as formerly* and a papercbase week- 
ly. A Gymkhana is contemplated, and cricket weekly holds 
swayagaiu. Avery-good game was played ’last Saturday, 
heavy weights againsE light weights. "The latter batted 6r*6 
nnd made 97, o£ which Mr. 'Hodgkins compiled 47 in good 
style. The " Heavies" ran np llS for air wickets before tho 
call of time. Mr. Perkins, '42ad G. It. carried-hw hat 'for an 
excellent‘71. 

With very ranch regret I record a most unfortunate car- 
riage accident which occurred on the 30th July. Mrs. “Hnra- 
mond, while driving with Mrs. McOaba in her “ftalH cart, foil 
from it sustaining a fracture above the left ankle joint. Tt 
appears that the ebb started ■slightly at tho no iso of a piece 
of corrugated iron placed on *tho bridge -to the 
polo ground over which these ladies were crossing. Many 
friends were at hand to render assistance. Very much sym- 
pathy is felt for Mrs. HammoUd. For some time past she 
has bad the anxiety of nursing her niece, -who is one of the 
viotims to enterio fever, in addition she had scarcely recover- 
ed from “the severe shook she suffered on the 12th of June, 
and in spite of which she has never ceased to do all in her 
power to oheor atid encourage others. Tho doctors issue a 
good bulletin to-day. The patient is resting fairly well, and 
is hearing her injury bravely. We hope soou ->to so® her 
, about- among ns again. 

The earthquake on the night 6f the 2nd instant was felt 
at Shillong at ten minutes past nine. It was the severest 
shock since that of the 12tb of June was experienced, lasting 
“80 seconds. Three of the seismometer pillars wore levelled. 
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Ko local damage was done. Telegraph communication 
with Sjlket tlrroagli fCherrapanji has' interrupted dating 
the past two days." . , 

Lieut. McNaughtcn, who has been iu a critical state since 
ho joined the 42od Gurkhas in Shillong f wo months ao-o, 
died on the night of the 2nd instant. H e wa3 burid? neat 
evening with fall military honours. 



